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icture Business on Both Coasts 
Hears of Proposed U.S. Crackdown 


. 
| 
| 


Start of long-anticipated series of 


gweeping anti-trust actions in the 
picture business probably will 
the outcome of comprehens:ve moves 
already started against other indus- 
tries. Understanding is that the oil 
business in Minnesota and northwest 
territory is regarded by the adminis- 
tration, or at least the Justice De- 
partment, as a test action. And if 
jt is not as successful as anticipated, 
the attorney-general may seek a re- 
vision of the anti-trust laws so that 
so-called violators may be brought 
to toe the mark. 

It has been known in the film 
business that for some time the Jus- 
tice Department regularly has pe- 
used all papers filed in damage 
cases brought under the anti-trust 
provision for possible follow-up 
Federal prosecution, However, the 
business recession and shift in ad- 
ministration policy towards one pur- 
portedly of cooperating with busi- 
mess apparently has delayed any im- 
mediate Government suit. 

It is no secret that Department of 
Justice officials have been going over 
books and records of picture com- 
panies both here and on the Coast, 
as well as files of the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors of 
America for the last six months or 
more, 

Idea of taking any Federal anti- 

(Continued on page 59) 





Minnie Chautauqua 


Gets Her Innings At 
This Year’s FDR Fetes 


As result of experience in pre- 
vious years where operating costs in 
some communities ate up most of the 
intake, this year’s parties in celebra- 
tion of the President's Birthday (Jan. 
29) and for the benefit of infantile 
paralysis funds will largely be ama- 
teur. Local committees will sell 
tickets to basketball and other sport- 
ing events, amateur choral societies 
will be heard, little theatres, prize 
fights, gymnasium exhibitions, ete. 
Minnie Chautauqua will strut her 
stuff. 

Some 12,000 towns and cities in 
2.600 counties of the United States 
are said to be organized. In contrast 
to 1937 when 4,200 balls were given. 
this year perhaps as few as 50 ball 
in all will be held. This is the most 


direct attack on the problem of keep- | | 


ing musicians, hotels, waiters and 
whatnot from ee: all the dough 


Sines. ow ‘tow White’ 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Semple MacPherson mav 
have been a flop at the Capitol. 
N. Y.. but she still knows how to 
hitch hee salvation routine to a 
hit. Currently at the Angelus Tem- 
ple she is giving a religious version 
of a recent picture release, a tieun 
Which has sort of become routine 
with her now. 

Her biblical play is called ‘Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs.’ 


Aimee 


awalt | 


| 
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Doubling as Claque 


Denddeicnid ff a Broadway 
that’s just managing to 
stick via the cut-rates, in- 
structed the femme understudy 
in the company to go out front 
every night as claque for the 
Girl ref Since then 
the actress has replaced an- 
other member of the cast in a 


1 one 
StLOW 


isea, 


regular part. 


Management has refused to 
pay her more than the Equity 
minimum, however, although 


the girl she replaced was get- 
ting Newcomer 
is a junior of Equity 


and gets $25 a 





’ 


$75 a week. 
nemver 
week. 











DRIVE TO ORG. 
NITERIES 


Joint national campaign to organ- 
ize niteries will be waged by the | 
American Federation of Actors and 
Chorus Equity. Plan was agreed 
upon Monday (17) at a meeting of 
the Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America board in N. Y. It avoids a 
threatened major battle within the 
Four A’s ranks over jurisdiction of 
nitery chorus members. 

At the same time, Chorus Equity 
is engaged in a tussle with Billy 
tose over salary and rehearsal de- 
mands for his new show at the Casa 
Manana (formerly French Casino), 
N. Y., due to open last night (Tues- 
day). Also revealed that Chorus 
Equity had signed a contract with 
the International Casino, N. Y., and 
that AFA last week obtained pacts 
with Billy Rose, Le Mirage and the 
Merry-Go-Round, N. Y., bringing the 

(Continued on page 51) 


From Ice to Wheels 


Cleveland, Jan. 18, 
Taking a cue from the ice shows, 
fad with 
featuring 





Bobby Burns started a new 
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1937 Domestic | 


Gross of $37,000,090 the | 


Record American Intake 


—Metro’s $65,009,000, of | 


Which Foreign Is 
000,000 
$43,000,090 Cross, of 
Which $16,009,000 from 
the Foreign Market 


Paramount’s 


NET PROFITS 


BY SAM SHAIN 
Biggest domestic grosser among 
the companies, in 1937, was 20th 
Century-Fox. This company, under 


the guidance of President Sidney R. 
Kent, according to estimate, rakec 
in $37,000,000. The company sold to 
10,800 accounts, in 1937, a high 
water mark in the industry. This 
year, according to indications, the 
company should better this mark, 
possibly reaching a new and all- 
time industry high level of 11,000 
domestic accounts. 

At this pace, 20th 
is calculated to count 
000 round-the-world accounts. 
an industry record. 

20th Century - Fox company’s 
round-the-world gross, in 1937, was 


(Continued on page 8) 


Century-Fox 
around 25,- 
That’s 





RADIO SCHOOL 


N DEPT. STORE 


Hearn’s, New York department 
store, has opened a school to teach 
tots radio performing technique as 


well as tap and ballet dancing. Kids 
are tapped 50c a lesson. 

Joan Hamilton, radio actre who 
worked on CBS shows as well 
hoofed in ballet, profs the school. 


Hearn’s is the first emporium to go 
into the talent teach 
money-making scheme, but not the 
first department store to point up 
what entertaining ab 


tots. Littman’ 
! f 


ng biz a a 


ree scnool of > t i 


local wooden-wheel experts. Experi- — 3 
nent opened Monday (17) in Char- short time as a pron 
| lie Horvath’s Skateland, ch pro- ~ 
| I > 1.) . yr three. ° . . ‘ ‘ , 
fev wore ogi : y run '" | Reissuing Cohan’s ‘Prez 
hrough middlewestern roller rinks,| On Stage Show’s Streneth 
yacked by is ballyhoo. C} con <i 
Cast made up of ballet of 32 Paramount is re 
| girls in precision skating and 28 solo-|tom President’ whic! G 
| ists doing spins, figure work. taps] M. Cohan 
}and acrobatic pecialiies on wheels. Exhibitors boo] ; Og » of 
Majority have had vaude exper ence |} the publicity that C ‘tting 
before. Local chorus picked f.om | nationally now jue to t ‘I'd 
Cleveland Roller Club, whieh <ss| Rather Be Right i! 1 whict 
nembership of 1,400, afier two | he also plays the part of the chief 
| rronths 2 
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Film Stars Wary of Bway 


Legit: 


Remain in H’'wood Storm Cellars 





Payee Auditioners 


Pittsburgh, 
Something new in 
certs is being planned here next 
Sunday night by Bob Clayman, 


Jan. 18 


swing con- 


former dance maestro now 10 
the booking busine He’s in- 
viting night club and dance 


hall proprietors to comprise 


the audience, 

3ut the novelty is Clayman 
theory that there may be some 
business resulting for the mu- 


hence they have to pay 
fee to appear at the 
auditions. 


sicians, 
an entry 
jam session 











EXPOSE FREE 
OMMERCIALS 
IN FILMS 


Hollywood, Jan. 138. 
Names of contributors to and 
agents of a huge industriai lobby 


maintained here for the purpose of 
garnering free film advertising worth 


| millions of dollars for its manufac- 


turer-clients’ products, through in- 
clusion of samples in features turned 
out by the major studios, are being 
sought by the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers’ Association in an undercover 
investigation now under way. 

Six to eight high-salaried 
wood agents of the lobby, 
under orders from New York head- 
quarters, are reported to be tossing 
out a fortune annually in entertain- 
ment and gifts to studio execs and 
workers. 

Attention of the Hays 
called to the situation when a 
eastern industrial corporation, not in- 
cluded in the pay-off group, com- 
plained of competitors being played 
screen productions, allhough 
his concern ranked as tops in its line 


Holly- 


office was 
large 


One expert is said to have spent 
more than $25,000 to plant his prod- 
uct in a picture 
Havs investigators, checking rece nt 
) ire ave uncovered several ex- 
1 { definite p int 


GOTHAMITES WONDER 
OVER N. Y. CAFE DROP 


Finar il collap iT 
if -Y art -of i ! 
int iter t i ) i Vio 
1 Cl) VY 1} ( na ft R ! 
SCAT n downtown N.Y., ha th 
‘ht club bunch wondering ab 


he ficklens if the spending public 
This, counled with what's hannened 
to the Hollywood, French Casino 


and other sols, and 


43) 


proal 
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‘i 
blackface 


Quick fold on Broadway of the 
Fredric March-Florence' Eldridte- 
John Cromwell production, ‘Yr Obe- 


dient Husb around 


id,” which cost 


$65,000, coming on the heels of a 
succession of flops of other plays 
with picture names, is giving the 
at-home film bunch reason to 
appreciate Hollywood. 
West coast defenders point to the 
quick demise of Tallulah Bankhead 
Constance Cummings, Sylvia Sidney, 


Roland Youngs, Jack Pearl, 
and other shows to 
a name known to 
Broadway 


, 
enougn t 


Ina Claire 
prove that 
film fans 
alike seomingly 
» carry a weak play 
Theatre Guild's ‘To Quito and 
Back,’ with Sylvia Sidney, was cost- 
Tallulah Bankhead’s ‘Antony and 
Cleopatra’ represented a $100,000 
loss; Constance Cummings’ ‘Madame 
Bovary,’ around $40,000 in the red, to 
cite a few known figures, 


even 
and 
isn’t 


Max Gordon folded his ‘Spring 
Thaw,’.the Roland Young. show, 
without bringing it in. Arthur Ham- 


merstein’s straight 
‘One Flight Down,’ 


comedy-drama, 
with Jack Pearl, 


represents about $15,000 in the red. 
3ushar & Turerk’s ‘Tell Me Pretty 
Maiden,’ with Doris Nolan, didn’t last 
long, nor did Guthrie McClintic’s Ina 
Claire production, ‘Barchesler 
Towers.’ 

Shows with names have been 


strong on the road as a general rule, 
unless they’ve been panned in New 
York. Then they're poison anywhere. 
Instances of touring shows cleaning 
up out of town were ‘Madame Bo- 
vary,’ ‘A Doll’s House’ and ‘Yr Obe- 
dient Husband’ (latter was in and 
(Continued on page 56) 


Bingo Spielers Who 
Can Gag on the Side 


Strand building, N. Y., has a new 
source of income to offset the slack- 
ening of the amateur racket. ‘Book- 
ers’ are 


now engaged in placing 

bingo announcers in theatres. 
Calling of numbers has frown 
from a straitht run-off to a semi- 
thespic standing where gag ‘ing, ad 


libbing, ete., tr entertain while spiel- 
part of the routine. 

Ir vensive payofl for announcers, 

y $5 pe yn, lessens man- 

iver ] 8) na esence of Bi yad- 

rec! lend a emi-show 

] quibbling a la ama- 

already with theatres 

yoke eeking to cut down 

ff ft , ind freque ly gsuc- 

f ng So0kers the es > 

f n ta ng t} » to } n iit the 

wolf ww h } ¢ nov na Vv 
) ly se ) y f Jate 


Harlem version of 


Charlie McCarthy dummies in 
are popular, 


mestaags 2 
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Gelitebe Bienes $1 000,000 


Bankroll for Grand National 


In a 
tracis for the current (1937-38) sea- 
s0n, but badly handicapped on prod- 
uct to meet commitments with the- | 
atres, Grand National may take into | 
it~ fold either Phil Goldstone or E, 
W. Hammons, or both, in an effort to | 
secure much-needed financing. Ne- | 
gotiations hziving already been start- 
ed with both, there is a good possi- 
bility they will hook up with GN, | 
with each putting up cash required 
at this time to meet deliveries on 
film. 


The amount may run %400,000 from 
Goldstone and the same from Ham- 
mons, with latter shifting his shorts 
for release by Grand National, start- 
ing with the beginning of the coming 
(1938-39) season. A deal following | 
discussion among principals in New | 
York, with Goldstone having arrived 
in the east Monday (17), is expected 
to be dependent upon conditions and | 
terms. Hammons and Goldstone are | 
unlikely to put up money for GN 
unless each is satisfied w:.1 the con- 
ditions affecting both, with a clear 
understanding as to how each will 
function, how the money will be 
allocated on production, etc. 

Should $1,000.000 be provided by 
the Goldstone-Hammons team, it is 
probable that in lieu of financing GN 
both these principals would want an 
understanding on exactly how the 
money was to be used; how produc- 
tion budgets were to be set up, and 
what deals personally would be | 
made. Goldstone is slated to take |} 
charge of preduction, Ed Alperson 
remaining over administrative af- 
fairs, and Ed Peskay, who has done 
a good job over sales, sticking at that 
post. 


Hammons’ Position 

How Hammons woul. fit into the | 
picture as an active executive, if 
wanting to become active in GN in 


that manner, is not indicated. He | 


may wish to remain as he is, with his 
Educational organization, shifting 


his shorts product to GN next sea- | 


son, similar to his present arrange- 
ment with 20th-Century-Fox, except 
that with GN Hammons would be 
financially interested in the com- 
pany. 

The Educational contract of five 
years with 20th-Fox, under which 
the latter has been selling and dis- 
tributing the Educational product, | 
expires with the end of this season’s 
deliveries. Although it had been 
thought 20th-Fox would renew with 
Hammons, it now looks otherwise, as 

’ ; . ’ 
20th is planning to produce its own | 
shorts, with Truman Talley, editor- 
in-chief of the newsreel, in charge of | 
production. 
Hammons, 20th-Fox agreed not to 
make any shorts itself excepting the | 
“Magic Carpet’ and ‘Adventures of | 
Newsreel Cameraman’ series. 

Should he swing to GN, bringing 
financing with him at a critical time, | 
Hammons is expected to lay down 
certain conditions before signing on 
the dotted line. On a move to this 
company, he would probably take his 


organization along with him, includ- 


ing Jack Skirboll and others, as soon | 
as they move out of 20th-Fox. 

An alliance of Goldstone and Ham- 
mons in the GN camp would reunite 
these two picture men. They were 
associated together in Tiffany, with 
Goldstone in charge of production at 


that studio for sometime prior to. 


elimination of the company from the 
field. 
Looks Promising 


Insiders are of the opinion if cap- 
ital is provided now tc get produc- 
tion rolling, that with the sales con- 
tracts written this year, enough 
money should soon be available from 
rentals to carry the company along. 
GN promised a program of 65 pic- 
tures this season and Peskay ob- 
tained an impressive number of deals 
for a company not yet two years old, 
including with various’ leading 
chains, major and independent. 

In addition to reducing overhead 
through eliminating people, both at 
the home office and in the field, 
some Grand National executives 
went off salary starting Christmas 
time, while other people on the pay- 
roll took cuts. Through these meas- 
ures, the company has beer attempt- 
ing to struggle through, feeling that 
liquidation of playdates would short- 
ly help it over the most critical pe- 
riod of its young career. 

The studio on the Coast is the old 
Educational plant, owned by Ham- 
mons. Obligations to Hammons un- 
der the lease are being met, no back 
rent being due, it is understood. As 
Property belonging to Hammons, its 


| James Cagney vehicle. 


good position on sales con-, value is increased by improvements 


totaling $150,000. 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Approved by Grand 
stockholders and creditors of Phil 
Goldstone’s demand for drastic reor- 
ganization, with a sweeping shakeup 





lof executive personnel, is all that is 


lacking to start the flo., o* $1,000,000 
in Goldstone-controlled coin into the 
depleted treasury of Edward A. Al- 
producing and_ releasing 
meet the terms of 
offer, Alperson, 


person's 
company To 


Goldstone’s rescue 


Hays West at End of This 
Week After Philly Visit 


Will Hays. wha went to Philadel- 
phia Monday (17) for annual Poor 
Richard club presentation, will re- 
main in New York until the end of 
this week before going to the Coast. 
Latest plan is to head for Hollywood 





National | 


GN founder and president, will be | 


forced to relinquish command of 
production in favor 
and devote all of his time to the 
distribution end of the business. 
Goldstone pushed off from Holly- 
wood last Friday (14), for New 
York. where he will lay his prospec- 
tus before the shareholder and bank- 
ng groups having the final say. Earle 
Hammons of “ducational, whose 
20th-Fox releasing deal will not be 
renewed, is understood to be in on 
the Goldstone proposition, although 
his exact status has not been made 


| known. 


xyoldstone, who has been delving 
into the GN situation for several 
weeks, is convinced current assets of 
the company Will sho., a conserva- 
tion of at least 50% of the coin al- 
ready tossed into its coffers. The 
concern, he pointed out, has good 
contracts and a strong sales force, 


but landed in the financial mire be- | 


cause production costs have been out 
of proportion to incom-., 

Recent disbursements by GN, he 
revealed, included a $90,000 payoff 
on Victor Schertzinger’s producer- 


| director contract, and $5,000 for the 


story, ‘Angels With Dirty Faces,’ 
| which was to have been used as a 
Cagney has 
already returned to Warners. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 

With James Cagney revealed as 
out of Grand National, many local 
|exhibs who have signed for the 
|exchange’s full load are dropping 
itheir 1937-38 termers, They'll take 
what they want out of GN’s offer- 
ings, they declare, but feel they can’t 
| be forced to complete their contracts 
| inasmuch as the binders were bought 
on strength of two Cagneys this 


| season. 


Exhibs are still owed one Cagney 
pic from last season, ‘Angels With 
Dirty Faces.” They were given 
‘Something to Sing About’ last year 
with explanation that it was this 
year’s product and ‘Angels’ would be 


commitment. Another film, title un- 
announced, is also due. 


Under the contract with | forthcoming later to fill out 1936-37 
| 





Mitzi Green in Astaire 
Support on Comeback 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Mitzi Green and Jack Oakie will 


, head the supporting cast in the next 


Fred 
sical, ‘Carefree,’ set to start Feb. 
15 under Pandro S. Berman's pro- 
duction guidance. 


of Goldstone, | 





| get Broadway together. 


Assignment is ex- |gle was up to the committee and to 


fil yppet’s firs KO | ; 
ae SOR DENy eae SN See |popularity of Louis Sobol. 


| termer, 

Berth provides her with six Irving 
Berlin song numbers, among them 
‘You Can Be My Cave Man.’ Mark 
| Sandrich will direct. 


Gracie’s Own Whodunit 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
S. S. Van Dine has been contracted 
by Paramount to author an original 
yarn for George Burns and Gracie 
Allen undei the title of ‘The Gracie 
Allen Murder Mystery.’ 





Astaire-Ginger Rogers filmu- |™uch 


Saturday (22). Poor’ Richards 
awarded Hays a gold medal in be- 
half of the motion picture industry, 
because rated as accomplishing out- 
standing achievement of 1937. 
Because Hays is later than usual 
on his Coast periodic hejira, there is 
a possibility that the annual meet- 
ing in mid-March may be delayed. 





A BROADWAYITE' 
ON BROADWAY 


By JACK OSTERMAN 

Well, the big event of last week 
was the second triple-play dinner 
of the season, only this one was a 
luncheon that, with a few more 
speakers, would have segued into 
a dinner. Remember the first one— 
Mrs. Ted Lewis to Sophie Tucker to 
a nursery? Well, this one was Ed 


| Wynn to Louis Sobol to the Jewish 


Charities and what a= successful, 
glamorous affair it was. Himself 
one of the finest in the profession, 
Wynn paid tribute to a right little 
guy, Louie Sobol, who not only 
looks like he just stepped out of a 
bandbox but also just out of a 
Hershfield drawing. 

As the celebs from all walks of the 
theatrical world stepped off at the 
eighth floor of the Astor hotel, one 
wondered whether it was given for 
charity or just to give the mob a 
chance to see what the Friars Club 
used to look like on Ladies Day. 

Show started off to great start 
with Ed Wynn (New Acts), opening 
it with a bang. No. 2, and staying 
on long enough to finish next to 
closing, was Judge Proskauer. Now 
with all due respect to the learned 
judge’s ability, his speech was prob- 
ably written by Eugene O'Neil. He 
talked so long that, even though 
lunch was hardly over, folks began 
to get hungry again. He spoke elo- 
quently, but he wasn’t selling a jury 
this time—just the Jewish Federa- 








tion. Calmest of all was Sobol and 
smartest considering the’ closing 
spot. When called upon his speech 


ran three minutes—two minutes 
longer than ‘Yr. Obedient Husband.’ 

Sally Rand caused a murmering 
when,together with other announce- 
ments of large donations, she gave 


$1,650. (Lucille, we just bought you 
two fans; now darn it start prac- 
ticing!) 


We sat at what you might call a 
diversified table—Jack Cohn, v.p. 
Columbia Pictures; Irving Caesar, 
noted lyricist and, after hearing him 
argue with Cohn, might add _ phi- 
losopher; Max Rudnick, theatre 
owner, and Ben Bernie, orchestra 
leader. (We saw ‘Love and Hisses.’) 

It was a grand affair, a gathering 
such as won't be seen again for 
some time; a charitable response 
that was a credit to the theatrical 
profession and proves there’s as 
glamour on Broadway as 
Hollywood, if you can 
That strug- 


there is in 


Ed Wynn and certainly proved the 


The Week Marches On 

Nothing much exciting except the 
beautiful and unusual ‘Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs.’ Between 
Disney and Edgar Bergen a few 
years from now a human being will 
be able to get a lot of dough as a 
novelty act. 

Sunday the future of America 
stampeded Carnegie Hall to hear 
Benny Goodman and the first swing 





concert ever presented there. En- 
| tirely sold out—but don’t forget 
there are a lot of people who never 
‘saw Carnegie Hall! We remember 


Lewis E. Gensler will handle the | when Whiteman first invaded the 


production reins. 


place and that was considered a 





Mae West and radio..... 
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Philly Indies’ Prez 


Resistance to 





REVIEW OF DALLAS CASE 


U. S. Supreme Court to Get Brief 
on Distribs’ Appeal 
Washington, Jan. 18. 
U. S. Supreme Court review of 
the Dallas anti-trust case in which 


complaints of three exhibitors 
against nine major producers and 


distributors were sustained by the 
Federal district court was sought 
Monday (17). Convicted distributors, 
| sidestepping the circuit court of ap- 
| peals through special expediting 
procedure designed to hurry im- 
portant rulings, filed notice of their 
appeal, which is resisted by the 
Justice Department. Briefs will not 
| be submitted until later. 

Case grew out of beefs about 
majors’ practice of stipulating mini- 
mum admission prices and barring 
use of their product on double fea- 
ture bills. 

Tiff is of considerable importance 
since the action of the Supreme 
Court will go a long way 





thority producers have to dictate 
the way their films shall be ex- 
hibited. Block booking, however, 


Hall’s Follow-Upper 
eliseond: Jan. 18, 


Jon Hall, who zoomed to promi- 
nence in Samuel Golauwyn’'s ‘Hurri- 


cane,’ will top the cast in a vehicle 
laid against a snow country back- 
ground as his next assignment, 


Helen Meinardi, RKO scripter, has 
been drafted to do both the original 
and the screen play. 


into production immediately 
his return from Honolulu, where he 
is now vacationing. 





‘Bye Bye Broadway’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Charles Winninger, Alice Brady 
and Tommy Riggs have been as- 


Universal's 
Edmund 


signed top. roles’ in 
‘Goodbye’ Broadway,’ 
Grainger to produce. 

Ray McCarey is directing from 
script by Dorian Otvos and Brown 
Holmes. 








Freddie’s ‘Leed Jeff’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Freddie Bartholomew has drawn 
‘Lord Jeff’ as his next Metro ve- 
hicle. 
Pic has been set to roll as soon 
as kid thesp finishes in ‘Kidnapped’ 
at 20th-Fox. 


ARRIVALS 


Bernard H. Hyman, .Hofrat .F. 
Schneiderhan, Auguste Geutner, Maj. 
Lawrence A. Leech, Al Crown, Alex- 
ander Brailowsky, Artur Schnabel, 
Archie Mayo, 








terrific departure. No truth in the 
report that Carnegie goes into a 
combo policy of pictures and con- 
eerts, first bill being revival of 
‘Humoresque’ with Kriesler and El- 
man on the stage. 

Dan Walker reports ‘Alexander's 
Ragtime Band’ will not be a mu- 
sical and also it will not be the life 
of Irving Berlin. Tell us on the q.t., 
Dan, will it be a picture? 

Thoughts While Thinking 

Thanks, Larry Adler, for beauti- 
ful card from London...Dr. M. 
Elias, noted physician, has his own 
Rainbow Room in his private office 
...If this observation you, 
visit him yourself, but in good 
health, of course: we're not a shill 
...Interesting article from 
Dolgin, the head of the 46th St. 
branch of Western Union, who 
knows your business before you do 
...Will print it next week...Won- 
der what would have happened to 
Jack Kirkland had Schmeling been 
dramatic critic of the Herald-Trib 
instead of the quiet, unasuming 
Dick Watts—Kirkland figuring his 
play wasn’t a knockout had to score 
ews some place, somehow...And 
Pecreay Jarrett says he can't be too 
sore at Rose, who can, when Rose 
lis one of the few producers left. 
Understand there's a Jewish com- 
}mentator on the East Side who, if 
lhe likes a picture, gives it Four 

Phooeys and remember, you can 

live forever, if you're clever enough 
| to know how to live! 


worries 





toward | 
clarifying the question of what au- | 


is not directly involved in the litiga- | 


Goldwyn plans to send the picture | 
upon | 


Harry | 


Urges Exhibs 
Film Sales ‘Drives’ 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
With start of the annual ‘drive’ 
season by distribs, Philly exhibs are 
being asked by execs of United Mo- 
Theatre Owners of 
Eastern Pennsy to adopt an attitude 


tion Picture 


of passive resistance. ‘What did the 
exchanges ever do for you?’ is their 
stand, 

Lew Pizor, UMPTO prez, warned 
all members by mail last 
‘Again the distributors are organiz- 
ing drives. UMPTO has gone on rec- 
ord against drives of all nature for 
the reason that they are of no bene- 
fit to the exhibitor, and when an ex- 
hibitor does cooperate in the drives, 
such cooperation is soon forgotten 
by the distributor. 

‘Again the organization repeats 
that the exhibitor is the only fellow 
who gets stuck in drives. He finds 
himself either over-bought or sold 
for too high a price. No matter how 
friendly you may be with: the ex- 
changes conducting drives, do not let 
your personal feelings get the better 
of your good sound business judg- 
ment, 


WCeK: 





‘Think twice and do not join the 
‘big push.’ It is a wise man who buys 
what he needs when he needs it. 
| What did these constantly ‘driving’ 
| exchanges ever do to benefit you in 
any of their drives?’ 





Production Slack 
| At Metro and Others 
| Due to March 1 Taxes 





Hollywood, Jan. 18 
Production slack at Metro, due to 
State Property Tax 
| crackdown on all film on hand, re- 
| sulted Monday (17) in a score of 
| layoffs in technical departments. 
| Although M-G execs deny per- 


| approaching 


sonnel curtailment, it is known 
| Studio notified the State Unemploy- 
ment Department of the month's 
| Siesta, to comply with requirements. 


| Slump hitting all plants as pro- 
| ducers are reluctant to start new 
| pictures until after the Mar. 1 


checkup is completed. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Constance Bennett. 
Joseph Bernhard. 
Charles Bickford. 
A. C. Blumenthal. 
Jack Chertock, 
Phil Cohan. 
Harry Cohn. 

Lee Dixon. 

Al Dubin. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Ben Goetz. 

Phil Goldstone. 
Harold Hurley. 
Fred Kohlmar. 
Eddie Mannix. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Mowbray. 
Betty Philson. 

I. H. Pratt. 
Howard Strickling. 
Claire Trevor. 
Harry M. Warner. 


SAILINGS 


Feb. 1 (New York to Capetown), 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Beyer ‘(New 
York), 

Jan. 19 
Payne Jennings, 
(Berengaria). 

Jan. 15 (New York to Buenos 
Aires), Max Kosarin, Pearl Enrico 
(Western World), 

' Jan. 15 (New York to Genoa), 
| Claudette Colbert, Dr. Joel Pressman 
(Conte di Savoia). 

| Jan. 15 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
| True Boardman (Matsonia). 

| Jan. 15 (New York to Paris), Fer- 
'nand Gravet, Eddie Sobol, William 
Haines, Jacques Charles, Phil Reis- 
man, Eugene W. Castle, Frances Har- 
ley. Irving Asher, Jacqueline Porel, 
| E. K. Cohan, Francis Salabert (Ile de 
France). 





(New York to London), 
Roman Freulich 





N. Y. to L. A. 
Helen Broderick. 
Errol Flynn. 
Mrs. Sam Rheiner. 
Moss Hart. 
Benjamin F. Holtzman. 
Abe Lastfogel. 
Pare Lorentz. 
Sam Lyons, 
L. Rey. 
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BIG OPPOSITIO 





Selick and Goldwyn Now May 


¥ 


Ally in Acquiring UA; Ed Small 


Rejoins Co.; Wanger’s Financing 


Hollywood, Jan. 18, 
Sam Goldwyn-United Artists buy- 
isn’t Latest tack 
that Selznick-Jock 
Whitney interests may be allied with 
Goldwyn 


out entirely dead. 


is the Dave 


in purchasing the Pick- 
ford - Fairbanks - Chaplin 


Formerly, 


interests. 
the talk revolved about 


a Goldwyn-Alexander Korda ac- 


quisition solely. 


However, this possibility is still in 
the talking stage strictly. Dave 
Rose, Goldwyn, Ltd., vice-president 
and financial man for the outfit, has 
been continuing the palavers with 
John Hay (Jock) Whitney and 
David O. Selznick in Goldwyn’s ab- 
sence in Honolulu on a vacation 
from whence he’s not due back 
until Feb. 15. 


Meantime, Edward Small has 
signed with UA to produce for a 
period of three years, making two 
to four films per annum. Small will 
finance himself wholly. 


Wanger Into Work 


Simultaneously, today, it was 
agreed that Walter Wanger would 
get further financing and continue 


his UA affiliations. He’s starting 
pronto with three into work of 
which ‘The River is Blue,’ an orig- 
inal by Clifford Odets, gets rolling 
almost immediately. 

Sidelight on this is that Odets, 
with Lewis Milestone, has not been 
getting along with Wanger, Just as 


Eddie Small had left the UA organ- | 


‘Acad May Have To 


everything’s | 


ization (Reliance Pictures was his 
unit), through not getting along with 
Goldwyn. However, 
smooth now in both camps, 

Indications are that Selznick and 
Goldwyn can get together on that 
UA buy-out, but a prime condition 
would be no interference from or 
domination by Goldwyn. These dis- 
cussions have been on and off the 
past year and a half, and the re- 
sumption now is merely an exten- 
sion of these talks. 


Meantime, renewal of Selznick- 
International’s distribution via UA 
hinges on the question whether 
United Artists will acquiesce to a 


a 








flat 20% distribution charge for 
world-wide coverage, the same | 
proposition as offered him during 


his recent Metro negotiations. 


Return to Hollywood from Hono- 
lulu of Goldwyn on Feb. 15 
will signal the start of a series of 
confabs to be participated in by 
Goldwyn, Mary Pickford, Douglas 
Fairbanks and Charles Chaplin, with 
Selznick’s demands the main _ busi- 
ness. Co-owners figure they will be 
able to trim UA distributing ex- 
penses sufficiently to meet Selznick’s 
terms providing they are successful 
in enticing new production units into 


WB THREATENS SUIT IF 


the fold, thus boosting the number | 
of pictures against which sales costs | 


are charged, 

As an extra lure to newcomers, the 
UA partners are reported to be mull- 
Ing the idea of dividing the com- 
pany's profits with the individual! 
producers after pocketing 50% 
themselves, the bonus to be based 
yi the number of pictures each film- 
ing unit turns out. Plan has already 
discussed by Miss Pickford, 
Fairbanks and Chaplin, and now is 
sald to wait only Goldwyn’s okay. 

While the washup of his proposed 
Meiro deal brought him new bids 
from Paramount and RKO. Selznick 
1s vteputed to favor a continuance 
xf relations with UA, 


1 
)2en 


Silverstone, Korda, Et al. 

Korda is in London. 
Sam Goldwyn is in Honolulu, Mau- 
rice Silverstone is in New York. In 
Hollywood are Dave Selznick, Wal- 
ter Wanger, producers: and the part- 
hecs, Mary Pickford, Douglas Fair- 


Alexander 


‘Continued on page 59) 


for | 


| claims a contract breach and lost out | 





Newspaper’s Bally 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

Minneapolis newspapers con- 
tinue to irk local theatre in- 
terests from time to time by 
putting on shows in opposition 
to the showhouses. Latest is 
a big free entertainment being 
staged this week by the Tri- 
bune at the Auditorium in con- 
nection with a novel exploita- 
tion stunt. 

As a means 
special 
brought 
ture 


its 


of 
jeatures, 
its 


plugging 
the Trib has 
ace syndicate fea- 
writers and _ cartoonists 
here to introduce them to the 
local public in person, They 
will be the ‘stars’ of this week’s 
Auditorium entertainment. 

Arthur (Bugs) Baer heads 
the contingent which also in- 
cludes Russ Westover of ‘Tilly 
the Toiler’ fame; Harry Foster 
Welch, the ‘Popeye’ of the Se- 
gar comic strip; Ida Jean Kain, 
diet authority; Lyman Young, 
creator of ‘Tim Tyler’; Otto So- 
glow, cartoonist; Jimmy Mur- 
phy, “loots and Casper’ crea- 
tor; Alice Hughes, author of the 
daily syndicated column, ‘As a 


Woman Looks at It,’ and Feg 
Murray who draws ‘Seein’ 
Stars.’ 

The Tribune ‘stars’ will ap- 
pear before numerous lun- 
cheon clubs, as well as at the 


Auditorium, during the current 
week. The Auditorium show is 
expected to draw 12,000 people 
Thursday night. 











Hire a Hall to Take 
Care of Oscar Mob 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
With additional studio groups, in- 
cluding the Screen Actors Guild, 
participating in this year’s Oscar 
handouts by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, commit- 
tee charged with the task of picking 
the award banquet spot is develop- 
ing a real headache. Early ticket 
demand indicates 100% increase 
over 1937, when the diners com- 
plained Biltmore Bowl was crowded. 
Site sleuths, headed by Howard 
Estabrook, are scanning the Ambas- 
sador hotel and Pan-American 
Auditorium possibilities for 
gathering Biltmore has 
the everal years. 
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DONAT COMES TO U. S. 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Robert Donat is due for a legal 
shellacking from Warners if he at- 
tempts to make pictures in this 
country until after he discharges his 


commitment to WB studio. Warner: 


on a legal skirmish in London 
a technicality. 

Metro's 
are avoiding the Warner contention 
by having him work abroad. Donat 
does not like the climate here, any- 
way, and is steering clear as he owes 
Edward Smal! and Ben Goetz a pic- 
ture each. Deal after 
actor scored in Monte 


tiue to | 


negotiations for the actor 


was cemented 
‘Count of 


Cristo’ film 


RAPF VACASHING 

Hollvw 

Harry Rapf, Metro 
companied by hi 
day (14) for FI 


lorida 
month's in 


18. 

producer, ac 
left last Fri- 
ym first lap of a 
South America 
completed ‘Every- 
‘Bad Man of Brim 


sod, Jan 


> Wile, 


vacation 
Exec recently 
body Sinz* and 


stone,’ ' 
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| business recession, 
| more numerous athletic 


Midwinter Sport 
Cutting In on Picture 
Houses — Skating Exhibi- 
tions and Stellar Cagers, 
with Name Talent, Among 
B. O. Competition Ele- 
ments 


Contests 


B. B. GROWING 


| ering with Cohen for several weeks | Major has been headquartered on 
Minneapolis. Jan. 18. lin an effort to agree upon a price the Genreral Service lot 
Increased opposition fron - for immediate termination of the Bickering between Cohen and 
pk from winte! : ee ais ‘ 
| sports—ice shows, basket ball. ete.— contract under which it was to dis- | heads of the Paramount organization, 
is a new thorn in the side of theatres 
here, and is making the going in- | 
creasingly tough, exhibitors com- | 
| plain. While part of the present | 
| drop from the corresponding period | 
|a year ago is due to the general 


the considerably | 
events are 


regarded by theatre owners as an | 
important factor. Moe musical at- | 
tractions than ever before also are 


cutting in, 


athletic events and musical attrac- 
tions are weaned away from film | 
theatres, the exhibitors feel. Win- | 
ter counter-attractions are more nu- | 


} 
| 
Most of those who attend yond 


merous than those of the summer, | 
they complain, 

Here is an example of what the 
picture houses were up against last | 
week in Minneapolis: 

Sunday—4,000 watched John S. | 
Johnson skating races at one of the} 


city parks. 


Monday—wUniversity of Minnesota 


played the Indiana basket ball team | 
before 11,500. 

Tuesday—Paul Jones and Gus | 
Sonnenberg attractec 3,500 to their 


mat card. 


Wednesday — Tha University of 
Minnesota-Michigan hockey game 
pulled 3,200 people to the Arena. 

Thursday- The St. Thomas col- 
lege-Augsburg basket ball game 


drew 1,000 to the Armory. 
Friday—6,000 attended the Harry | 
Thomas-Eddie ‘Unknown’ Winston 
fight at ths Armory; 4,500, the Min- 
nesota- Michigan second hockey 
game; 6,500, four high school basket 
ball games at the Auditorium. 
Saturday—13,009 watchec the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota-Michigan bas- 
ket ball game at the Minnesota Field 
House. 
And last week the Minneapolis 
professiona’ A. A. league hockey 
team was on the road. On Sunday 
afternoon the Minneapolis Symphony 
yrchestra played before 4,000 





people 


in the University Atditorium; on 
Friday night, before 4,500. 

The fact that these opposition at- 

| tractions are being staged in federal, 


state and municipal buildings which 
(Continued on page 8) 


Spitz East Feb. | to 
Depinet on Coast 


No 
RKO 


formulated 


definite 
studios a 
until aro { Feb ] 
when Leo Spitz retut to N. Y¥. H 
is currently discussing p e sf 
and 


ry} 


studio operatior A 
iristlansen yf the I , 2 
bank. 
Before ijieaving 7) 
1 work out t! } 
vith Ned Depinet, d mi head 
lue here at the end ol 
Meanwhile, the comp talent 
buyers are 


] 
i 


reac! , tt fon 
ivel Wilh Iver 
ry Grant, Doulas Fa 

Dix and Cheste! Nioi 


nong those handed termers, and | 


; 1 
tional p 


C 
Richard 
al 


N-SPORTS 


Hollywood, Jan 8 , Only nine films had been completed 
Damazes totaling $1,000,000 will be| under the pact, which still had 18 
demanded of Paramount in a suit to| months to run 
be filed in Los Angeles this week by | Of the nine films actually made 
Emanuel Cohen as aftermath of] under the agieement, one, Bing 
Paramount’s sudden termination of | Cro y's ‘Doctor Rhythm,” was still 
Major Pictures’ producing contract | in the cutting room, when Para- 
Papers are now being drafted by | mount’s final word was laid on the 
| Cohen’s attorneys, Lloyd Wright and desk of Cohen, who immediately 
Charles E, Millikan. | pa: sed out dismissal notices to his 


24 Major features, suddenly halted | duction chief, has been going on for 
all discussions with Cohen Jan. 12] some time, the Major boss charging 
| when it forwarded to him written | Paramount heads with ‘an utter lack 


; the head men in the moving picture 


$e. — i 
— ——_——- -— os eo , 


' 





Manny Cohen Readies $1,000,000 Suit 
Against Par for Voiding Prod. Deal: 
purns $350,000 Payoff; Ends Long Tiff 





Paramount, which had been dick- | entire personnel, effective that night. 


tribute, as well as partially finance | in which he formerly ranked as pro- 





|of cooperation’ and with ‘putting 
| every possible obstacle in our way’ 
| to prevent the successful coordina- 
tion of production in which the con- 
tending organizations shared, 
Adolph Zukor is reported to have 
offered Cohen $350,000 for a veaceful 
invalidating of his contract, but the 


Here's a Sample 
Of Joe Kennedy's 
Labor Technique 


latter was insistent in his stand for 
$500,000. 
That Cohen sensed the end ap- 





proaching as early as Jan. 3 is in- 
dicated by the fact that on that date 
he started to pay off talent and 
workers on whom he had term 
strings. He is reputed to have paid 
out $130,000, of which $30,000 went 
to workers whose wage dependence 
was involved with continued produc- 
tion, and $11,000 to his 11 personal 
contractegs. 

While Cohen’s legal advisers are 
rushing the inking of the complaint, 


Seattle, Jan. 18. 
Joseph P. Kennedy, new Ambas- 
sador to England, formerly one of 


industry, visited here with his old 
friend, John Boettiger, at one time 
assistant to Will Hays, now publisher 


























of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer. | paramount lawyers are all set to file 
Hearst a.m. sheet, and settled in a| 4 counter-action based on charges 
| few minutes a waterfront dispute | identical with those hurled by the 
that has been holding this port | other side. 
closed for days. The technique of | - 
motion picture conferences was suc- | {| 
cessfully carriea out with the long- | 
shoremeéen and employers and both | || 
Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Boettiger were | "“ARIE] Y 
given a vote of thanks by the public. |} ~~ oe 
The dispute which has held this | | EN i Toh 
port closed for so long was demoral- ||| puttisned Weekly by VARIETY, tne 
izing business in this section with | || Sid Hivermnen, President 
| thousands of people thrown out of | 154 Weat 46th Street. New York City 
work and all shipping being trans- | |! ; 
ferred to Tacoma and Everett where | || "itil ave , 
the boats were moved for loading ||| An™"*',.. 3% iment a 
and unloading, Kennedy missed his | || - 
chedule east to Washington and//\ yj.) 199 et ty 120 No. 6 
| when told about his plane being||)  ~ le a 
ready to take off he remarked, ‘To | a SS — 7 12 
hell with the plane, let’s finish this | || INDEX | 
| work.’ || Bill Cer 52 | f 
' oni | 
} le o € 
R. A. Rowland 10% ing 2" 4 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. COE i os ceaedcnexteans 59 | 
richard A. Rowland, former pro- | 
lucer and one-time head of First Na- Dance Tours .....+.eeee- 44-46 | 
tional Pictures, has joined the Wil- | oegciie(: 3! a. ar 27 (| 
liam Morris agency. | iS Wears ACG: ksi ovicvave 49 | 
He w ill handle general assitnment Film Booking Chart...... 21 | 
yut of the office 1, specializing in | 
| scripts. Pitt BOVIGWSE bis 2 cst4sned 19 | 
| Forum .... ower rere 63 | 
* @ Ctl § SVE VIOW ss cise vase 16 | 
Set RKO Policies: | House Reviews ....sseess 50 | 
{ 2 lnside—Legit: ..5. 568005 56 | 
Inside—Music .........ee6 44 | 
for Program Sesh oo" 
g Inside—Radio 40 
| | International Nev 12-13 | ; 
; Jack Osterman P 2 
France Tercer. Rita Oehmen and apna G 
\ I i i for the stock list 
@) ce 2 Ids.’ 2 ES rt f L, SLEIMIBIS ce cscesecese 0-00 a 
Vis been pushed ba to Li ti 60 i 
) t p | Je Lasky to f j Music 14-45 1 
( id to place Barbara Stan- ; P 
» walked out on the part Ac ok a 
, from t Dailic 62 5 By 
Club 18-19 4 f 
Ch 190, Jan 5  & 
i ( b Revi 45 ’ 
at i , Tepo that I » Opitz | 
Was on e \ ' ff returnin’ to his REN ot ted Coes ok ee 52 Y 
orivate law practice here, which i foo. ee ee 65 
qu : i cropped up Pictur te f 
Howeve! ecnerally understood Radio 25-45 || 
7 4 . who know Soiiz’s back- Radio—International 1 
sund that } not the kind to bow Radio Revie S| 
sit on a job, until that job’s com- Radio Showmanship 42 
yleted. Said task now is to get the Unit . oO] 
RKO reorganization setup in full Vaudeville 45-19 
tride, bie . | 
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Mount ing Need for Trade Reforms 
Points Up MPTOA’s 38 Convention; 





Mounting need for trade reforms 
which during the past year became 
all the more urgent in the face of 
playdating boycotts, anti-trust legis- 
lation and highly increased resent- 
ment against participation in radio 
by pictures, is forcing early thought 
of Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America leaders for a 1938 con- 
vention. 

It will probably be held in March, 
with Ed Kuykendall, president of 
the organization, due in New York 
shortly to discuss convention plans 
and a rally of independent exhibitor 
strength which would eclipse that of 
other years. Last Spring’s conven- 
tion in Miami was important in that 
jit adopted a very definite program 
against radio and in the direction 
of much-needed trade reforms, but 
it has been partly stymied during 
36. 

There is little likelihood the con- 
vention will be held in Miami again 
due to the cost. It may be Ha- 
vana this year. New Orleans, which 


proved popular three years ago, is 
favored by many members of the 
MPTOA because it is central but 


here again costs and hotel reserva- 
tion difficulties are a problem. 
Louisville at Derby time, also sug- 
gested, is very unlikely due to doubt 
over proper accommodations at that 


| eral 


METRO SETS LEADS 
FOR ‘THREE COMRADES’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Robert Taylor, Margaret Sullavan 
and Robert Young have 
for the leads in Metro’s ‘Three Com- 
rades,’ to be filmed from the Eric 
Maria Remarque novel. 
Joseph Mankiewicz will produce. 


STUDY CONDOR 
REORG SETUP; 
LCS 7B 





+ 





Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
With Feb. 7 set as the final date 
for filing of creditors’ claims, 
Judge George Cosgrove has 
| docketed Condor Pictures’ reorgani- 
zation plan for hearing Feb. 14. H. 
J. Rothman, chairman of Condor’s | 








ithe occasion to 
been set | 
|for increased 


ities. Dr. 


} 





| Friday 


NW Allied’s Invite to Big Fellows | 


| Commandments’ 





COLUMBIA HAILS DEMILLE 


Dr. Butler, University Prez, and 


Hays Among Speakers 





Making no mention of ‘Birth of a 
Nation,’ conceded to have been the 
biggest film  grosser, Cecil  B. 
DeMille, at a luncheon to him 
(14), stated that his ‘Ten 
and Metro’s ‘Ben- 
/Hur’ were the tops as money-get- 
ters. At the same luncheon, Will 
H. Hays cited figures showing that 
27,000 feet of film is handled daily 
iby the domestic exchanges and is 
seen, on an average, by 12,000,000 
people, Hays and Dr. Nicholas Mur- 
ray Butler, president of Columbia 
U., and others in attendance, took 
urge consideration 
fact that future performance 
appreciation of film 
might be measured by the possibili- 
Butler stressed the educa- 
tional force of films and moral ef- 
fects on audience, depreciating these 
values so far as radio is concerned. 
A delegate from the N. Y. Public 
sibrary, accepting the original cor- 
rected script of ‘Buccaneer’ from 
DeMille, tried to make an elocu- 
tional marathon of the lunch. 

On Sunday afternoon (16) Para- 
mount hosted DeMille at a cocktail 
party at the Savoy-Plaza, also in 
connection with ‘The Buccaneer.’ 


of the 


— 


Doing his portion of the usual 
Monday night Lux Theatre broad- 


New 
night 


cast from 
late that 


York, DeMille left 
after the broadcast 


|for Boston in connection with pre- 


| miere there of ‘Buccaneer.’ 


| also make stops at Chicago and Kan- 
Fed- | 


| 


time, : ' ; board, is currently working out the | 
Kuykendall is repo! ted anxious to | details, which will be studied by | 
stage the convention at Biloxi, Miss., 


a gulf resort in his home state less 
than 100 miles from New Orleans 
and about as central as the latter. 
The president of the MPTOA is from | 
Columbus, Miss., where he owns sev- } 
eral theatres. 

The board of the MPTOA will set 
the place and date, probably in New 
York shortly after Kuykendall gets 
here. 





Help Solve Their Headaches 
Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

This territory’s independent ex- 
hibitors want the  producers-dis- 
tributors to tell ’em how to run 
their business—to the extent of fig- 
uring out the way to make both ends 
meet in the face of rising film 
rentals and other mounting costs 
‘all dowi the line’ and inability to 
hike admission prices because of 
general economic conditions. That’s 
what President W. A. Steffes, of 
Northwest Allied States says, ex- 
plaining why leading figures in the 
industry have been invited to at- 
tend Northwest Allied’s ‘Silver 
Jubree’ anniversary convention 
here Jan. 31 to Feb. 2. 

Steffes is hopeful that Adolph 
Zukor, Al Lichtman and Walt Dis- 
ney, among others, will be present. 
Acceptances of invitations already 
have been received from Charles 
Pettijohn, W. Ray Johnston and 
Eddie Golden. 

‘Maybe the big boys can solve the 
little fellows’ problems,’ says Stef- 
fes. ‘If that’s the case, so much 
the better. Conditions in the ter- 
ritory preclude the possibility of an 
admission price boost. Such a move 
would be suicidal, in the opinion of 


every exhibitor interviewed by this’ 


organization. 

‘Yet, the producer-distributors are 
jacking up film rentals and talk of 
still higher rentals. At the same 
time, labor and other costs, includ- 
ing taxes, supplies, etc., are soaring 
sky high. And labor is making still 
greater demands. 

‘Many of the smaller independent 
exhibitors, and some of the larger 
ones, will be completely extermi- 
nated unless this trend is changed. 
If any great number should be 
forced to the wall it will be a heavy 
blow for the industry generally. 

‘Maybe the leading producers-dis- 


tributors can advise us properly at 
this perplexing and critical junc- 


ture. We need the help of the in- 
dustry’s foremost brains. Perhaps 
they can give us pointers on how to 
run our theatre more efficiently and 
at a profit.’ 


Siteffes proposes to have the ‘big 
boys’ and his ‘little fellows’ mect 
at a round table and discuss these 
problems. He feels that co-opera- 
tien among all elements is necessary 
tin order to save the industry.’ 


Just a Jaunt for Hart 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Moss Hart has arrived here from 
the east to chin with his medicos., 
Wiiter has no studio tieup. 


|Clinton E. Miller, Condor receiver, 
| before submissior to the court. 
Meanwhile, Miller has petitioned 


|into production two Ken 


westerns, budgeted at $18,100. each, 
}and already set for Grand National 
Prorativen Receiver informed bench | 


cash outlay of $800. 

International Cinema, Inc., com- 
mercial film laboratory dealing 
mainly with indies and which hoist- 
ed the 77B flag last Friday (14), 
cited its differences with Production | 
Finance Co. as one of the reasons for | 
its current financial difficulties. Pe- 
titioners listed concern’s assets at | 


647. 

Federal Judge Paul McCormick | 
outfit to continue operation of plant, 
which employs 30 lab and 14 office 
workers. 





AT IT AGAIN 





films could be launched with actual | 


| 


He will 


sas City back to the 


Coast. 


on the way 





Tenor Crickets; or Roach 
Should Bonus His P. A. 


Princeton, N. J., Jan. 18. 
In the plaintive note of a Cali- 


| the tribunal for permission to send | fornia B flat cricket, Hollywood has 


Maynard | 


asked Princeton University to find 


| Six crickets which sing in the key 


| of G. Professor Ulrich Dahlgren, of 
the Princeton scientific faculty, has 
received the following telegram from 
the sound department of Hal Roach 


| Studio: 


| your 


|or Gryllus 


$717,342, against liabilities of $285,- B-flat. 








Hecht Takes Another Stroll From 
Goldwyn to M-G 





Hollywood, Jan. 18 

Miffed because he was refused 
permission to take six pals into a 
projection room to view first assem- 
bly of 1938 ‘Follies,’ Ben Hecht, set 
to write 1939 edition, has done an- 
other walk on Sam Goldwyn. 

He has gone over to Metro, where 
he joins his writing pal, Charles 
MacArthur. 





Fay Bainter Pacted 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Fay Bainter has been awarded a 
termer by Warners following com- 
pletion of her role in the Bette 
Davis starrer, ‘Jezebel.’ 

Her next assignment will be in 
‘White Banners,’ with Edmund Gould- 
ing directing. 














Would appreciate cooperation of 
department of zoology in ob- 
taining data on Gryllus domesticus 
neglectus, required for 
| special song number in new Laurel 


and Hardy musical film, ‘Swiss Miss.’ 


‘All California crickets record in 
We need one in the key of 


G to fit voice range of Walter Woolf 


King. If possible, should be one-beat 


signed an order permitting harassed | chirp in four-four time. 


‘Mechanical devices such as ele- 
vator starter’s chirp, castanet tinkle, 
catgut twang tried but unsatisfac- 
tory. Please advise our expense 
where such crickets may be found. 
If indigenous your vicinity would 
greatly appreciaie shipping six to us 
immediately.’ 

Even if New Jersey crickets are G 
crickets, they’re all abed for the 
winter season, and can’t be found, 
so Prof. Dahigren decided not to 
bother with the problem. 


Prof. Roy D. Welch, head of the 
Princeton Music Department, baffled 
by the Hollywood request, pointed 
out that if there are any music tech- 
nicians in Hollywood, all they have 
to do is transpose their G music a 
half tone downward to the tone of 
G flat and then the star’s voice range 
would be accommodated, and you 
couldn't tell B flat crickets from any 
other kind, 


‘Perhaps there may be something 
about California that makes all 
crickets record in the same key,’ he 
added, ‘but that seems very unlikely. 
The whole thing seems a lot of 
hooey.’ 





pose of trying to convince the stu- 
dios that it might be mutually ad- 
vantageous to give a little considera- 
,tion to Broadway. This revolves 
|about the express desire of certain 
|legit performers who are 





not give them the necessary time out 
for a stage play. 


Players like Ina Claire and Jules 
Garfield, among other Lyons’ clients, 


state that term contracts 
fered them for pictures, 


being of- | 
should per- 





balking | 
at film bids because the studios will | 


Sam Lyons, head of Lyons, Mc-! 
Cormick & Lyons, in New York, is 
now in Hollywood on his first 
trip west, for the express. pur- 


Legits Balk Studio Failure to Grant 
Leave of Absence for Stage Work 


mit them, or any other Broadway re- 
cruits, time out for a play. They 
want a mutually protective clause 
calling for 60 days’ notice, for in- 
stance, that a play is in the offing. 


| Present Hollywood termers only al- 


| these not consecutively, and wi 


low 12 weeks’ layoff out of 52, and 


th the 


| player having no choice. 


Film studios, while offering fancy 
salaries, can’t understand, says 
Lyons, that certain dyed-in-the-wool 
legiters have such love for the the- 
atre that even the money equation 
isn’t enough to alienate them wholly 
from the idea of doing an occasional 
stage play. 





a a ae 


Doom 100 Coast Little Theatres 
Sans Equity Tie; Scouti uting Taboo 








COOPER DRAWS $3,500 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Jackie Cooper, erstwhile moppet, 
will hike over to Warners for a role 
in ‘White Banners’ before starting 
work under a new two-picture dea] 
just inked with Monogram. Pact 
provides lad with $3,500 weekly pay 
check, with a minimum guarantee of 
$10,500 on each assignment, plus star 
billing and right to o. k. scripts. 

Monogram is mulling the idea of 
using him in sequel to ‘Boy of the 
Streets.’ 





OLAND ON HIS 
4TH WALK 


Hollywood, Jan. 18 

The Charlie Chan series at 20th- 
Fox were called off by Darryl 
Zanuck when Warner Oland walked 
off the set for a fourth time and 
drew suspension. Zanuck has also 
ordered scrapped the actor’s current 
film, ‘Chan at the Ringside,’ which is 
|partially completed, at cost of 
around $100,000, 


When Oland walked on director 
James Tinling, Monday (17), he was 
immediately taken off the payroll 


other cast members were 
paid off. Studio execs figure Oland 
is too closely identified with the 
Chan character to make a substitu- 
tion for continuation of the current 
film. 

Oland previously tiffed with the 
studio, claiming that the stage where 
he was working was too draughty. 
Change to another stage was made 
but the actor apparently nursed 
other grievances. His ticket has sev- 
eral years to go. 

Oland’s two-day walk on the 
grounds that Stage 6 at the old Fox 
lot on Western avenue, 
was drafty and would subject him to 
the risk of catching cold, may have 
sounded all right in the blizzard 
areas, but around Hollywood it was 
the laugh of the year. Town has 
never had such a warm and sunny 
winter and on the day Oland took 
his walk temp in the shade was 77. 

Weather in fact was so balmy the 
C. of C. talked over idea of getting a 
flock of extra photographers and 
blurb writers to pile up copy for the 
next 25 years when things are sure 
to be more normal than they have 
been this winter. But Oland got his 
wish. Without being docked the 
two days he was moved over from 
Stage 6 to 7. 


and the 








Fritz Lang’ s 2-in-] 


Noltywood, Jan. 18. 
With Fritz Lang dualing as both 
producer and director Paramount’s 
long-delayed ‘You and Me’ finally 
got under way last week with 
George Raft and Sylvia Sidney 
heading the player roster. 
Supporting cast includes 
Carey, Warren Hymer, Guinn (Big 
Boy) Williams, Carol Paige, Lloyd 
Nolan, Robert Cummings and Ros- 
coe Karns. 


Harry 





Contractees’ Field Day 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Contracts were passed out with a 
lavish hand on the 20th-Fox lot last 
week, with Jack Healy topping list 
of players awarded extensions. 

Bernard Herzbrun, art director, 
was inked for another year, while 
Edwin Blum and Paul Gerard Smith 
were re-set as scripters, and Robert 
Planck, Daniel B. Clark and Arthur 
Miller as cameramen, Fred Sersen, 
technician, and Hi Moulton, musician, 
| also drew stay-over papers. 





Awee | From It All 
Hollywood, Jan. 18 

Harold Hurley, Paramount execu- 
| tive producer in charge of B pictures, 
departed last Saturday (15) for New 
York on first lap of a month’s va- 
cation, 

Hurley's current filming 
is in the works, 


schedule 





WEEKLY ON MONO DEAL 


Hollywood, | 


+ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Speedy shuttering of more than 
100 wildcat little theatres now dot- 
ting the Coast from San Diego to 


Seattle is expected to result from 
action of the Motion Picture “Pro- 
ducers and Distributors Assn. in 
backing up Actors Equity and the 
Screen Actors Guild in the latter 
organization’s drive against non. 
Equity showcases. In ordering tal- 
ent and play scouts of major studios 


to shun places not flying an Equity 
banner, the Hays office robbed o; 
erators of the most potent come-on 
in their sales argument to novice 
Of the 40 showcases that have 
;mushroomed in the Los Angeles 
area, only five operate under 
| contracts. 





Equity 
They are the Bliss-Hay- 
Dou s 


den, Ben Bard, Stage Door, uglas 
|Cooper’s Callboard and Jack Lin- 
der’s Spotlight. In Santa Barbara, 


Arthur Beckhard, legit theatre im- 
presario, who also operates a minia- 
ture in connection with his drama 
school, is the lone holder of an AE 
ticket there. 

Deal for the Hays office entry in 
the battle resulted from a series of 
huddles participated in by Fred 
Beetson, secretary-treasurer of the 
MPPDA; Kenneth Thomson, 
tive secretary of SAG, and I. B. 
Kornblum for Equity. MPPDA or- 
ders to talent and play-buying 
{sonnel of major 
ready in effect. 


execue= 








per- 
film plants are al- 





‘“‘HWOOD HOTEL’ UNIT 
SUES WB OVER TITLE 


Harry Howard and his ‘Hollywood 
Hotel Revue’ filed suit Monday (17) 
in N. Y. supreme court asking in- 
junction against Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures, Inc., and Vitagraph, Inc., over 
film’s use of the vaude unit’s title. 
Hearing, scheduled before Judge 
Peter M. Schmuck yesterday (18) 
was adjourned to next Tuesday (25). 

Howard claims that use of title by 
film companies is competitive since 





picture and stage revues play same 
theatres at same prices. I. Robert 
Broder is attorney for the plain- 
tiff. 

WB film is based on the ‘Holly- 
wood Hotel’ radio show (Campbell's 
Soup). 





SHORT MEMORY 


Who ‘Made’ Hollywood 
a Forgotten Man, 





Grauman, 
Bivd., 





Hollywood, Jan. 18 

Sponsors of the celebration on 
Monday night (17) of the 35th an- 
niversary of the Hollywood Hotel 
on the boulevard pulled a grievous 
error of omission in not naming Sid 
Grauman to the committee. 

It has been pointed out by those 
who know the village that it was 
Grauman who made Hollywood 
Boulevard a byword of the world in 
1922 from the cow pasture it was at 
the time. He made picture history 
with long runs at the Egyptian the- 
atre and later at his Grauman’s Chi- 
nese theatre. The Grauman type of 


exploitation called attention to Hol- 
lywood Hotel. 
It is figured that plenty of pub- 


licity space for the shanty has been 
lost through omitting Grauman’s 
name from the entertainment com- 
mittee, 


Knopf’s European Trek 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Edwin Knopf, Metro writer chief, 
heads for Europe this weekend on @ 
six weeks’ vacash. 

Kenneth MacKenna, who recently 
replaced Bertram Block as eastern 
story head for studio, will comg here 
to sit in during Knopf’s absence, 








GRACIE FIELDS’ NEXT 


London, Jan. If 
Gracie Fields’ second picture ©n 
her 20th-Fox deal is being readied at 
Denham, and will be adapied from 
a short story by Jane Pembridgze, 
titled ‘Beloved Enemy,’ so 
demanding a title change. Setting 
will be the Great War period, and 
motivation the rivalry between two 
stars of legit and vaude respecively. 

Sam Engel put ‘He Was Her M: 


obviously 





through well to schedule. 
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Blumbers- Rogers Production Accord 


Keynotes Closer Cooperation at | 


+ 


Universal, under Nate Blumberg 
new president of the firm, has es- 
tablished an east-west production 
basis, whereby both ends of the com- 
pany sit in on production. This is a 
move by Blumberg and Charles R. 
production chief, for closer 
understanding and cooperation be- 
tween the home office and the studio 
end. 

Trimming operations within in- 
come possibilities, without depress- 
ing the number of help or limiting 
the scope of the firm’s operations, 
is another aim of the Blumberg ad- 
ministration. Operations are being 
coordinated and knitted under his! 
supervision for the purpose of 
greater cooperation. 

Understood that the firm’s intake 
was very substantial, last week, with 
the firm receiving around $250,000 
from England alone, although offi- 
cially, there is no word on this. 

Blumberg’s chief aides are Vice 
President Matty Fox, his assistant: 
William Scully, sales manager, and 
Joe Seidelman, in charge of foreign, 
all of whom entered the firm with 
him. 

Resignation of Charles E. Ford as 
newsreel chief means that Joseph 
O'Brien and Tom Meade will be in 
charge of that end, for the time 
being. 

John Josephs will make a trip to 
the Coast to inspect the Universal 
studio and confer with production 
forces as soon as it’s possible to get 
away. Before going he plans geiting 
his publicity-advertising department 
into shape at the h.o., only appoint- 
ment so far having been Dave Lip- 
ton. Others are under consideration. 

A departure under Josephs in U 
will be a closer welding of the ad- 
vertising and _ publicity divisions 
which in the past worked virtually 
as separate units. It may be a mat- 
ter of weeks before Josephs goes 
west, 


AUTRY DEMANDS MORE 
MONEY FROM REPUBLIC 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Gene Autry, Republic’s cowboy 
star, is demanding mor? coin for his 
buckarooing from _ studio. He 
threatens to stay on the road doing 
personals until terms are met. At- 
torneys for both sides are trying to 
work out an amicable settlement 
while two other companies are also 
in the market for Autry. 

While exhibs are demanding Autry 
films from Rep, his current film. 
‘Washington Cowboy’ is he!d up 
pending the negotiations. 

Both Paramount and 20th-Fox are 
ready to top Republic’s best offer if 
the yodeling cowhand is free to make 
a deal. 


togers, 











Par’s N. Y. Studio Heavy 
Skedded on Shorts Prods. 


With eight subjects being readied 
for release, Paramount’s New York 
studio is busiest in its history. Among 
the films in preparation are three 
musical ‘Headliners,’ four ‘Para- 
graphics’ and the current ‘Paramount 
Pictorial.’ 

.eslie Roush, production manager 
of shorts, is in charge. 





Sid Silvers Glorified 


Hollywood, Jan. 18 
Bob Hope, Frances Dee and Sid 
Sileers have been set as the upper 
bracket names for Paramount's ‘The 
Stooge,’ which will have Jeff Lazarus 
as producer. 


Opus is from pen of Silvers. Phil 
Baker's ex-razzer, and Lillie Hay- 
ward. 

Filmites’ D. C. to L. A. 
Washington, Jan. 18 


Randolpyh Scott, Bruce Cabot and | 
Mrs. J. H. Whitney left here vester- 
day (Monday) by train for the Coast. 

Scott's home is in Virginia. 








No Baby’s Rattle 


Hollywood, Jan. 18, 

Te aching Shirley Temple how 
to rattle the sticks on a drum 
proved an expensive item for 
the moppet’s next picture at 
20th-Fox. 

In orde. to engage Johnny 
Williams, percussionist, with the 
Raymond Scott quintet, as in- 
structor, studio was required to 
put the entire crew on salary 
during period of ipprenticing 
the plant’s top grosser. 











ASK PROBE OF 
PA. CENSOR 
BOARD 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
Investigation of the Pennsy Censor 


Board was demanded by prez of a 
prominent women’s group this week 
as result of its ban on ‘Baltic Dep- 
uty.’ Board has been hanging by its 
nails from edge ofaboiling cauldron 
for almost a year now following one 
unfortunate nix after another on 
films simply because their political 
complexion wasn’t approved. 
Liberal groups, maintain official 
0.0.’sers have no right under law to 
put the k.o. on a film because it’s 
Communistic, Fascistic or anything 
else that has to do with politics or 


economics. Board's sole duty, it is 
maintained, is to eliminate obscen- 
ity. Elimination of films because 


they are propagandistic or advocate 
political action is termed violation of 
freedom of speech and press by the 
liberals. 

Latest blast at the censors was 
taken by Mrs. Arthur Goldsmith, of 
Philly Motion Picture Preview Study 
Group, organization which is any- 
thing but radical in its political tend- 
encies. Mrs. Goldsmith declared, ‘I 
am going to advocate an investiga- 
tion of the censor board, In the first 
place I want to know where profits, 
if any, go after they are supposed to 
be turned back to the State Depart- 
ment of Education, 

I am going to advocate that the 
profits be used for purposes of visu- 
al education. Furthermore, we are 
going to bring the matter of censor- 
ship into the open and find out ex- 
actly what can and what can't be 
censored in pictures.’ 

Siatement followed  pronounce- 
ment by Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, 
board chairman, last week, when she 
was testifying in court on why ‘Dep- 


uty’ was axed. She said at that time 
pic was good, but she didn’t like 
Communism so gave it the busi- 
ness, 

Board has also given Governor 
Earle, who appoints members, 


plenty of call for headache remedies. 
Distinctly a liberal, and spoken of as 
a certain possibility as presidential 
candidate in 1940, he’s been embar- 
rassed by board’s narrow rulings. 
He’s tried to keep out of frequent 
fracases as far as possible, but when 
dragged in has backed up his ap- 
pointees. Part of reason for this is 
strictly personal, as Mrs. Palmer has 
for many years been a close friend 
of the governor and Mrs. Earle. It 


thus would be virtually impossible to | re rome A a be: 2 : gr oan 
fire her, although when some of the | Q ae ging arter's fol on 
heat dics down she may be talked | 9" that the actress should be made 
into being kicked upstairs from her | ine - the ee 4 life, om 
$5. ~ at. st finally capitulated when the 
"Board ‘: or tO one in history | studio threatened to call whole 
whose rulings have been unset by thing off, and took the short end of 
the courts. Judge Levinthal re- the check 
versed decision on its *°r on ‘Spain | ———————— 
in Flames’ and ‘Baltic Deputy’ | sorved their decision o e appea 
thumbs-down is now before the} >5¢ F vy Productio f a Lic e t 
court how ‘Tomorro ( pic- 
= 7 ture dealing w te yn, after | 
Albany. Jan. 18. | they 1 ) 4 film. Sta 
Justices g N. Y. supreme | Education Dept. had refused Cl 
court, appellate division, here, re- for the picture. 
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Harry Warner’s Personal 
Desire to Reside on Coast 
May Prompt Move of 
Some WB Executive De- 








tail West—But By and/| 


Large the East, as the | 
Fountainhead, Remains | 
Supreme 


LAFF IT OFF 


Grave doubt exists in Warner 
home office circles and in the 
minds of executives with other com- 


panies that this major firm, or others, 
will attempt to shift h.o. functions, 
such as advertising, publicity and 
sales, to the Coast except possibly 
in a very minor way. Authority over 
a department like advertising and 
publicity might be transferred to the 
Coast, with S. Charles Einfeld di- 
recting it from that end but with a 
h.o. department still in force in the 
east, although possibly reduced 
somewhat in size. 

Other h.o. functions such as _ test- 
ing, which has already been shifted 
to the Coast, might prove practical 
enough for WB, but discussion of 
trying to direct sales from the Coast, 
is looked upon as highly undesirable 
throughout the industry. If Harry 
M. Warner urges a transfer of sales 
to California, it is expected he will 
meet with considerable opposition 
to such a plan by Major Albert War- 
ner, Grad Sears and others, not only 
because of the expense of the trans- 
fer but because of the dif- 
ficulties which would figure try- 
ing to run distribution the 
west. 

Sales managers in 
panies look upon such a 


obvious 
in 
from 


other com- 
transfer, if 
it’s to amount to any kind of a trans- 
fer, as a pipe dream, contending 
that sales logically must be directed 
from the east. A great majority of 
film deals each season are closed in 
New York, with buyers coming in 
from all parts of the country to ne- 
gotiate contracts. Sales heads them- 
selves frequently make trips to close 
deals, but since 75° of the accounts 
are east of the Mississippi, any trips 
from the Coast to required points 
would entail far more traveling and 
time than from N. Y. Even for the 
largest chain west of the Mississippi, 
Fox-West Coast, most of the deals 
with the distributors are made in 
New York. In other cases, if neces- 
ventas on on page 16) 


WB’S BETTE DAVIS AS 
MRS. LESLIE CARTER 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Warners will film Mrs. Leslie Car- 
ter’s life under the title ‘A Lady 
With Red Hair,’ with Bette Davis in 
the title role. Finally settled upon 
after considerable controversy with 
Morris Gest, who handles the estate 


of his late father-in-law, David 
Belasco. 

After making a deal with Mrs. 
Carter before her death, Warners 


sought Gest’s permission to highlight 
the feud between the actre 
the producer that led to their 
ting. Gest demurred on 


and 
split- 


the ground | 


| Pa 








N.Y. SOUR ON L. A. GHO IDEA 











Gets His Bone 


Hollywood, Jan. 18 
Mr. Asta-Smith, canine thesp 
who skyrocketed in the ‘Thin 


Man’ films and copped addition- 
al laurels through his work 
‘The Awful Truth,’ finally 
coming into his own. 

Pooch has been inked by Nat 
Ross, Metro producer, to topline 
| a series of shorts. 


MASS. GETS PIX' 
COMMISSION’ 
IDEA 


Boston, Jan. 17. 
Legislation of potentially far- 
reaching importance to the motion 
picture industry has been introduced 
for the consideration of the Creat 
and General Court of Massachusetts 
at its current annual sitting. The leg- 
islation proposed is to create a mo- 
tion pictures commission for this 
state with sweeping powers to rule 
with an iron hand the showing 
films within the confines of 
Commonwealth. 
With but three specific exemptions, 


in 
41s 














the 


would have to be viewed by the pro- 
posed new commission and a license 
issue before they could be shown. 
The license fee would be fixed at $3 
for each 1,000 feet or fraction thereof 
of original film and $2 for each addi- 
tional copy thereof. 


Exempted from the provisions of 
the law would be newsreels. No 
permits would be required for their 


showing. Films of a 
character would have to be given a 
permit provided that they are not 
to be exhibited at private or public 
places of amusement. Films intended 
for educational, charitable or reli- 
ious purposes or for the instruction 
of employes could be granted per- 
mits without examination. 

The commission, a_ five - man 
board, would be paid, but the bill in 
its present form does not specify the 
salaries of the members. 


strictly scientific 


the permit requirements, but the na- 
ture of the penalty has been left to 
the discretion of the Legislature. 

‘The motion picture industry ex- 
periences considerable trouble’ in 
creating films that satisfy the pub- 
lic,” declared State Sen. Thomas M 
Burke of Boston, petitioner for the 
motion picture commission. ‘The 
showing of a picture leaves such an 
enduring impression on the minds of | 
the people watching the story un- 
folded in pictures that it becomes im- 
perative that only pictures that tend 
to better the public mind should be 
produced, 

‘A better understanding of just 
what films would be for the best in- 
terests of the public can be obtained 
by the creation of a commission 
whose duty it would be to review 
every film screened before it | 
shown to the general public. 
way pictures could portray real art 
and yet avoid immoral, indecent | 
characterizations, and at the same 





time standardize all films to a point! 


where they would be acceptable to 
the average person. 


REPUBLIC GETS JUMP 





| Hollywood, P| in. 18 
tepublic was first on the drayv 
vith plans to film feature around 
trans-Pacifie Clipper disaster off 
%0-Pago, rushing through regis- 
tration of title, ‘Plane Missing.’ 
vithin two hours after first flash of 
craft’s disaster. 
Al Cohn, studio story editor, 


penning the yarn, 


Also, there | 
is a penalty clause for violation of | 


of | 


all films brought into Massachusetts | 








! 


In this 


WITH CLIPPER YARN: 


‘Milestone’s Squawk Against Hal 
Roach Arising from Road Show 


Jan, 18 
Roach studio 
ate Labor 
Lewis 
ill seek 
iry and 
the act. 


Hollywood, 

Suit against the Hal 

charging violation of the si 

Act will be 

Milestone, 
recovery 


filed this week by 

director. Action w 
of eight weeks’ sal 
other damages allowed under 

Suit will allege that the studio 
breached Milestone’s directorial con- 
tract on ‘Road Show.’ Director will 
charge that he encountered trouble 
in getting the cast he wanted for the 
picture after spending 10 weeks with 
the writers on the script. Complaint 
will further allege that the siudio 
went to extremes to have a agree 
to cancellation and when he r« ed, 
his contract was terminated on ae 
| 13. 
Studio execs deny there was any 
hie stion of casting as the script for 

the picture is not yet completed. 
 eoey said Milestone was paid $60,000 
| to date at the rate of $5,000 weekly 
luring the work on the script. 

The studio has countered with the 
allegation that it gave Milestone its 
own ideas on script treatment and 
he invariably would come back with 
his own. The director was told flatly 
to prepare the story as the studio 
wished and to incorporate his own 
version. When he failed to comply 
with their instructions he was re- 
moved from the payroll on the pic- 
ture, it was stated. 


FOWLER READYING 
COOPER’S GOLDWYN 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
After announcing that he was go- 
ing to China for Collier’s to do 15 
articles at $1,000 apiece. Gene 
Fowler reversed his field and signed 











with Sam Goldwyn, and Goldwyn 
took a trip to the South Seas in- 
stead. Story Fowler will work on 


is an army item set in the Philip- 
pine Islands and has been previous- 
ly worked over by Charles Bennett 


a year ago. Gary Cooper will star 
in it, 

Fowler’s ‘Salute to Yesterday’ is 
still being entertained at various 


studios, but particularly at Par for 
W. C. Fields. 


Dubin Layoff Gives 
WB a Cleffing Worry 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Al Dubin’s departure for New 
York, where he plans a six-week 
stay to recuperate from overwork, 
has left the cleffing assignment on 
Warners ‘The Garden of the Moon,’ 
one of year’s prize musical chores, 
| high in the ozone, with studio execs 
trying to decide whether to give 
| Harry Warren a new team-mate or 
assign an entirely new duo. 

Dubin-Warren combine have pro- 
vided numbers for 25 features in 
last 12 months. 





Mae West’s Personals 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Mae West is set for personal ap- 
| pearance with her ‘Every Day’s a 
| Holiday’ at the Paramount theatre, 
Los Angeles, week of Jan. 27. 
Siar will collect 50%of the 
from the first dollar for her 
More personals by Mae West may 
follow now that her latest Par pic- 
re has been on release a couple of 
and the public reaction favore 
tested. That was the major face 


gross 
share. 


| 
Lol 


in calling off her most recently 
ylanned itinerary. 


| 


Ermine for Barrymore 


Hol:ywood, Jan. 18. 
John Burrymorve has the ro! f 
King Lou XV in Metro’s ‘Mane 
Antoinette,’ in which Norma Shearer 
ops casi 
| W.S. Van Dyke is directing. 
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Junior Actor Guild Control In _ 
Balance: Would Do Own Casting 


—_——— 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Fight for control of the Junior 
Screen Actors Guild gets under way 


this week when a committee of 
senior and junior board members 
consider demand that director-em- 
ployes of the Guild be prohibited 
from voting with the board of di- 
rectors. Approval of the resolution 
would ban Aubrey Blair, secretary, 
Murray Kinnell, assistant treasurer, 
Pat Somerset, checker for Sr. Guild; 


Nate Edwads, Robert Ellsworth, John 
B. Berger and Antrim Short, studio 
checkers, from participating 
liberations of the Jr, board. 
Drafting of this resolution is first 
move by a Jr. group to change pol- 


in de- 


icies of organization by checking ac- | 
tivities of Guild employes and elect- | 


ing a new board of directors at an- 
nual election April 10. Campaign, 
which has been kept pretty 
under cover, is expected to 
out in the open at general mass 
meeting of Jr. Guild scheduled for 
Hollywood Legion Stadium Feb. 13. 

Group, which is dissatisfied with 
operations of Jr. division, is already 
circulating petitions to nominate 
candidates for board of directors. A 
candidate for director can be nomi- 
nated by 25 paid-up members of 
junior division. 


break 


Counter-campaign for reelection of 
Blair and all officers and members 
of board has been started by friends 
of administration. While Blair, Kin- 
nell, et al., are said to have support 
of Robert Montgomery, SAG presi- 
dent; Kenneth Thomson, executive 
secretary, and other tops, several 
leaders in senior division are said 
to be supporting drive for change in 
administration of junior division. 


Mull Central Takeover 


Demand for closed shop for extras, 
with permission to close books, is 
most important request in amend- 
ments to Guild shop contracts now 
being drafted by SAG tops for sub- 
mission at producer-labor confer- 
ences in New York in April. Pro- 
posal of producers that SAG take 
over operation of Central Casting 
Corp. will also be discussed at ses- 
sions. Several Guild tops are said 
to favor proposal if producers will 
grant demand for closed shop, with 
permission to hold registration of 
extras to around 4,000, and help de- 
fray cost of operating the SAG call 
bureau, which would take place of 
Central Casting. 


Board of directors of Sr. SAG is 
now drafting demands for improve- 
ment of working conditions for free- 
lance players, Suggestions were re- 
ceived from special committee and 
Guild members as result of question- 
naire mailed out from SAG head- 
quarters. Guild will ask that free- 
lancers be given definite commit- 
ments from studios on work engage- 
menis, and that studios abolish prac- 
tice of hiring players on daily rate 
and then switching them to weekly 
basis when it becomes apparent they 
will be working more than three 
days. 

Deal for reinstatement 
Shaw as technician at Metro 
been dropped by the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes following demand of Shaw 
that he be paid in full for time since 
he was discharged March 12. Tech- 
nician claims he was fired because 
of his activity with the 37 White 
Rats of Hollywood, which started 
original campaign for local autonomy 
for the four IATSE studio locals. 


Prepare Sample Verdict 
Plea of the Screen Writers Guild 
for an election of screen writers to 
select a bargaining representative 
has finally been turned over to re- 


view division of National Labor Re- | 


lations Board. Attorneys for this de- 
partment will make an analysis of 
the evidence and exhibits and pre- 
pare a sample decision for consider- 
ation of the board. 


Dr. Towne Nylander, regional di- 
rector for the NLRB, and William 
Walsh, special attorney sent here 
from Washington to conduct the case 
for the Government, exvect a de- 
cision to be handed down last o! 
this month. 

Mayor Shaw finally vetoed ordi- 
nance which would have made pick- 
eting during strike impossible, fol- 
lowing receipt of complaints from 
the SAG, studio painters, carpen‘er 
teamsiers, etc. Move to pass it ove: 
the mayor’s veto also was defeated. 
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Yates West After Rep’s 
Sales Powwow in Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Republic Pictures’ franchise-hold- 
ers from eight surrounding states 
convened in Chicago last week to 
discuss 1938 product and sales out- 
look. Quality and quota of prod- 
uct and rentals to remain on par 
with 1937. 

H. J. Yates presided with the fo!- 
lowing in attendance. Max Roth, 
central district manager; Grover 
Parsons, of San Francisco, western 
supervisor; and franchise holders, 
| Irving Mandell and Harry Lorch, of 





Chicago; Jack Frackman, Milwau- 
kee: L. W. Marriott, Indianapolis; 


Sam Seplowin, Detroit; Gilbert Na- 
ithanson, Minneapolis; Nat Steinberg 


and Barney Rosenthal, St. Louis; 
|Bob Withers and Clarence Schultz, 
{Kansas City, and E. J. Titlon, of 


| Des Moines and Omaha, 


has | 


Yates, accompanied by Parsons, 
left immediately after the meeting 
for another session on the Coast to 
line up production at the studio. 
Had previously attended a franchise- 
holders’ meeting in the east. 





14th Annual Conference 
Of Nat’l Board This Week 


The 14th annual conference of the 
National Board of Review of Motion 
Pictures opens in New York tomor- 
row (Thursday) and will continue 
through Saturday (22), at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania, 

Conference opens in the morning 
at the Cinema de Paris where ‘an 
important film’ will be shown, re- 
viewed and discussed with comment 
by James S. Hamilton, of the com- 
mittee on Exceptional Photoplays. 
Afternoon session will be devoted 
to ‘The Importance of the Movies.” 
Speakers include: William P. Mon- 
tague, Jr., Sidney K. Wolf, Herbert 
S. Walsh, Leon J. Bamberger. Wil- 
ton A. Barrett, executive secretary, 
National Board of Review, will pre- 
side, 

Thursday night the Conference 
delegates will visit the exhibit ‘The 
Making of a Contemporary Film 
From Script to Preview,’ in the 
Museum of Modern Art. 


Friday morning session will be 
devoted to reports on community 
and club motion picture activities 
throughout the country. Dr. Fred- 
eric M, Thrasher will act as panel 
leader. Afternoon topic for discus- 
sion will be ‘Taste and Demand in 
the Movies.” Among the speakers 
will be Mark Van Doren, Mortimer 
J. Adler, Gilbert Seldes, Alistair 
Cooke, and Ward Marsh. Dr. Rus- 
sell Potter will preside. ‘The Film 
As Document and News’ will be the 
program Friday night at the New 
School for Social Research. Edgar 
Anstey, director of March of Time, 
Lid. of London, will then speak. 
The conference will close with a 
luncheon on Saturday. Joseph M. 


| Pric rill t astmaster. 
ot James | Price will be toastmaste 





Youngest Young Sister 





Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Georgianna Belzer, youngest of 
Loretta Young's acting sisters, will 
embrace moniker of Ann Royale in 
pictures. 

Tag for debut in Universal's ‘Mad 
About Music’ was selected by sis- 
ters Loretta and Polly Ann Young 
and Sally Blane. 


She’ll Try Again 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 








Doris Nolan, whose recent legit 
|vehicle, “Tell Me, Pretty Maiden,’ 


shuttered in New York after six 
weeks, is back on the Coast for an- 
other try at pictures. 

Her agent is making the rounds. 





Cut to Her Measure 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Sandra Karina, erstwhile nitery 
jcanary in the Orient, who won 
| Monogram pact as result of show- 
|ing in Federal Theatre Project mu- 
|sical, gets her camera baptism as 
| the menace in “The Port of Missing 


s. | Girls.’ 


Character is that of 
caberet entertainer, 


Shanghai 











| and 
| flatly 





2d Blaze Within Year 
At Victory’s Studio 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Old Foy studio in Culver City, re- 
cently taken over by Victory, indie 
outfit, was swept by fire Sunday (16), 
with loss around $50,000. Long stand- 
ing sets went like tinder in spec- 
tacular blaze, 

It’s the second fire within a year 
at the plant. 


ADULT PRICES 
FOR DWARFS’ 





Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 





| 





—=2 


Lefty's Doorstep Foundling Has st 
More Changes Than a Protean Act 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Jan. 18. 
Dear Joe: 
We sure are sorry to hear about our pal, Ted Healey, going ‘upstairs.’ 
He was a grand guy, with a great sense of humor. Aggie and me 


wa 
talkin’ about the time he brought Shep, Curley and Moe, his tee 
stooges, on their first trip to California. They had a room next ty 
his, and he was always pulling some gag on them. Well, one mor; ing 
they were in the bathroom shaving when one of those ‘unusual baby 
| quakes’ shook the hotel and knocked pictures off the wall ’n’ ey rv. 
thing. The boys were nearly knocked over, so they ran into Healey’s 
room and said, ‘Cut it out will you Ted, we're trying to shave.’ 

Well, things are going along status quo with us. They send us a 
good picture now and then—sort of a disinfectant—it takes the smell off 
| the bad ones. We played ‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ for two days. The 
| director figured when in doubt have the guy operate on somebody. They 
| were in and out of that operating room so much I almost smelt the 
ether. That Loretta Young is a swell looker and that Virginia Bruce 
gives her a photograph finish for looks. We didn’t do any business 


Although there is plenty of, 
squawKing by independent exhibi- 


tor in the Twin Cities and through- 
out the territory over the terms de- 


| with the picture but me and Aggie enjoyed it so we charged the loss 


| 


manded by RKO for ‘Snow White’ | 


have declared 


they won't buy the 


although many 
picture, 
thus precipitating an individual and 
unofficial ‘strike,’ the local RKO ex- 
change seems to be doing all right 
with the film. 


| cheaters. 


; some 


to entertainment. 

Speaking about doctors, Aggie and me had to replace some old parts, 
Aggie had to have her porcelain fixed and I had to get a pair of new 
Looking at that red ink, kinda got my eyes bloodshot. Those 
eye doctors and dentists are as bad as the film exchanges. The dentist 
don’t want a tooth for a tooth and the oculist won’t take an eye for an 
eye. They want dough. I gave them my fast routine, to which I added 
new stuff about havin’ to support a kid now, and I finished up 


| giving them a little cash and the balance in passes. 


In two weeks of selling L. E. Gold- | 


hammer, RKO exchange manager, 
have closed ‘more 


none calling for less than 


claims to 
100 deals,’ 


than | 


a 50% split for the company and the | 


percentages running as high as 
60-40, with RKO on the top end, in 
some situations and ranging between 
50 and 60 in others. 


Says, every contract requires 


The kid is swell and is growing so fast I'm afraid he’ll be a year old 
before his birthday. We are now teaching him to keep quiet. Aggie 
is knitting him mittens and leggins; the guy has got a better wardrobe 
and more changes than Owen McGivney. 

Those two guys that were hanging around town who I thought were 
gonna open opposition to us kinda disappeared. There’s a lota talk 
around town that they had a weakness for home-made money, as there's 


been a lot of $5 bills floatin’ around town that look like Al Woods’ 
lithographs, and people think these two birds left them around for 
|}souvenirs. I’m certainly glad I didn’t get in with them. 


Moreover, he | 
the | 


exhibitor to charge adult prices for | 


children and there will be no con- 
tracts made except with this pro- 
visio, 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
Local indies are strongly protesting 
the 50°. rental demands by RKO for 
Disney’s ‘Snow White.’ The local ex- 
hib association has resolved, in the 
usual inaanner, to ‘resist.’ 





RKO distrib organization in New 
York is making a sales issue of the 
idea to urge exhibitors not to cut 
admissions for children, when play- 
ing ‘Snow White,’ and to charge a 
uniform admission both for adults 
and kiddies, 


Another sales ballyhoo by RKO is 
that the Disney film is the work of 
three years and a special proposition, 
hence the demand for a 50% rental. 

One local N. Y. exhib in the Times 
Square sector, but of nabe calibre, 
is showing a ‘Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs’ marionet show, plus 
old Mickey Mouse and other Disney 
shorts, 


Hollywood, Jan, 18. 

With the early b.o. response to 
‘Snow White,’ Walt Disney will go 
through with his original plans to 
make a second feature-length ani- 
mated cartoon in color. And of 
course it will not take him three 
years this time, benefiting from his 
experience with the pioneering on 
‘Snow White.’ 


Imperial Picts Wants 
To Fleat a New Issue 








Washington. Jan. 18. 

market 425,000 
shares of $1 common was requested 
from the Securities & Exchange 
Commission by Imperial Pictures of 


Permission to 


New York Friday (14) in registra- 
tion statement covering 961,286 
tickets. 


Planning to withhold nearly half 
the issue for subsequent filling of 
options to insiders, the company ex- 
pects to raise $637,500 for payment 
of debt and to provide working capi- 
tal for production activities. The 
underwriter, A. D. Braham & Co., 
will get 75,000 shares as a bonus, for 
sale at a price which will net $112.- 
500 profit. Public issue, at $1.50, 
will comprise 425,000 shares. 

Scheduled to be withheld for one 
year, company also included 461,286 


tickets which are destined for in- 
siders receiving options. Of this 
amount, the banking firm is to re- 


ceive 100,000 at prices from $1 to 
$1.10: William M. Pizor, president. 
will get 250,000 paying from $1 to 
$1.30, and employees will get 111,- 





286 at $1.25. 


I can always tell crooks. Why when me and Aggie played in vaude- 


ville I could tell a guy that was gonna take our gags when I looked 
at him at rehearsal. They have a funny way of looking for mail all 


the time, or brushing off their clothes... 
you in the eye. Well, as I said to 


anything to keep from looking 
Aggie, it’s good riddance to them. 


| They gave her a bad fin and she had a helluva time passing it off, so 





she ain’t exactly sorry they left town. 
I gotta tell you one that Bab (that’s our colored janitor, his name is 


Bob Boone, but we call him Bab) pulled on me the other day. We 
were talkin’ about bad times and stuff and he sez, “The cause of this 
industrial recession is that there is too much money in buildings and 


there ain’t enough in circulation, and there is too many people in cir- 
culation and there ain't enough money.’ Maybe he’s as right as some 
of those wise guys. P 

Give our best to the gang back home and tell ‘em I hope they keep 
their chests heaving regularly. Sez your pal, 

Lefty. 

P. S.—Bill O’Donnell, from San Antonio, Texas, ‘Winter is a season 
when you keep the house as hot as it was in summer when you kicked 
about it.’ 


NAZIS SQUAWKING — 
OVER M. OF T. FILMS 


Industrials’ Bonanza 
To Plug ’39 World’s Fair 


New York World’s Fair is expect- 
ed to have more motion picture pro- 
jectors in operation and more thou- 





sands of feet of film shown daily Ps a against the March of 
than any exposition ever held. Vast yonacleg Rg ptt on Nazi Ger- 
majority of big industrial firms with | ™@ny to ve re eased Friday (21) 
exhibits at Manhattan’s show will will be lodged with the German 


ambassador at Washington by Fritz 


ave one or more motion picture 
hé P Kuhn, leader of the German-Amer- 


exhibitions in consiant operation. 


; ic Bund, and N. Y. vice-consul 

Now estimated that close to 100 com- | ‘4" * , Bot! : 
panies will cash in on industrial films Kreause-Wichman. th previewed 
the film at M. of T. offices in N. 


and special subjects, especially made 
for the purpose, at the 1939 fair. 

Many companies did similarly at 
the Chicago exposition, so many 
projection machines being operated 
that a special service outfit was es- 
tablished on the fair grounds to pro- 
vide supplies and servicing. 

Bulk of films shown will be 16- 
millimeter variety because of safety 


Y. Monday. 

Large portions of the film which 
depict the totalitarian state were 
smuggled out of Germany by M. of 
T.’s roving photog Julien Bryan. He 
took 30,000 feet with him from that 
country undeveloped, and it is be- 
lieved this is the first time this has 
becn accomplished. After seeing the 
picture Kuhn is reported to have 





an. ease in handling. Numerous pro- | said, ‘If Hitler sees this film, I'll 
ducers of industrial shorts and long} be ruined.’ 

features are increasing their plant Explained by M. of T. that the 
capacity in order to turn out special | pictures were developed in N. Y. 


subjects designed for N. Y. fair use. | and that the only reason Bryan got 


out of Germany with the material 
was that officials relaxed their vigi- 
lance while Mussolini was visiting 
and went on a general holiday. 





‘Jezebel’—In 2 Parts 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Henry Blanke, associate producer 
on Warners ‘Jezebel,’ has split his 
troupe into two sections and turned 
director himself in an effort to speed 





Tito Guizar Sued 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 





up the picture’s completion. Tito Guizar is defendant in a 
William Wyler is guiding the main | *51,200 breach of contract suit by 
dramatic unit, which includes Betie|Skarbo Productions, Inc., which 
Davis, with Blanke assigning him-| charges the Mexican singer with 
self to piloting chore on secondary | failure to keep pact to do ‘Alma 
group. | En Pena,’ Spanish film. 
After two years on Warners pay- Complaint reveals Guizar was to 


completion of his part in ‘Jezebel.’ | of profits after $40,000 production 


— eost 





roll, Gordon Oliver has left lot, with | have received $5,000 cash, plus 10’¢ 


had been returned. 





Lola ‘Torchy’ Now 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


| Any contemplated deal to use Tito 
| 
| 
Lola Lane draws the title role in| 


Guizar in Puerto Rico productions 
for Paramount release is strictly in 
the first of the new Torchy series | the conversational status, with small 
for Warners, ‘Torchy Blane in| chance that the foreign star would 
Panama,’ subbing for Ann Sheridan,| be loaned out. Representatives of 
originally set as successor to charac- | Cobian ‘Pictures, newly formed com- 
ier popularized during the last vear| pany to make films in Puerto Rico, 
by Glenda Farrell. calked with Par officials last week. 
Humphrey Bogart has Guizar is under exclusive contract 
lead, to Paramount, 


the male 
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‘Hurricane Whirlwind 226 in Chi; = sod st.” 5500 B Way Ups with Snow White, ’ Pacing 


Oklahoma City, Jan. 1 


‘Wise Girl-Ken Murray Nifty $20,000, =<oscu"2s35"°° Strong $108,000; H’wood Hotel’ 326, 


wha 


H ll H { l 286 ¥ 206 3d Wk cern Sina (1-3 ‘Hur 356 L DG Chi 186 
40)—'Love and Hisses’ (20th)” Looks 

0 y 0 e 5] argo ” like $5,500, good. Last Ww ac. True ricane 3 oy 3 l 
i (Par) did $4,600, not sc 
10t, 


Chicago, Jan. 18. | split with ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) and Liberty (Standard) (1,500; 10-20- 



































[ - ‘ . 24 ees People are coming back to the the-; show (3d week).~- Aided by a pre- 

i ee , ‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB), dual, okay, 25) — ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) and ‘High tine cepts . 49 - i ‘ 
. Drawing rave notices and built up Apt vem » dual, OKAY; | Pivers’ (RKO), four days, and ‘An-| atres this week, with Broadway tak-| View Monday night (17) of “Buc- 
? on publicity due to the Chicago | $2.400. _ napolis Salute’ (RKO) with ‘Such a| : caneer’ (Par), it’s fancy stepping here 
Tribune’s editorial squawk at the de- Loew’s State (3.000: 15-30-40)— ree on u .. = with such i ings up substantially in spite of a lot at $36,000 on the third week ending 
| layed release in this town, ‘Hurri- ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG) and ‘She | *‘3& (Par). Looks better than av-| of bad box office weather. An all- last night (Tues.). Second week wag 


erage for $2,800. Last week, ‘My Dear » ™ 
Miss Aldrich’ (MG) with ‘Partners | day snow that melted almost as fast $48,500, but no surprise since ‘Fargo’ 
in Crime’ (Par), nice at $2,800 as it fell hit theatres hard Monday i sronsine — ’ pliner gaa ean 
ties +4, sp can. oi a bt ; ry. oes a fourth week, very 
Midwest (Standard) (1,500; 10-20-| (17) and yesterday (Tues.), with cold | pai. a Holiday’ (Par) ¢ » Benny 
40)—52d Street’ (UA). Looks like | : ; Day’s a Holiday’ (Par) and the Benny 
eee oe eres arriving, the damage was continuing | Goodman band being set to open 

strong $5,500. Last week. ‘You're < 1“ ae aps a " ; . ado ‘ ali Cing set ys 

. g $ o : oure 4) However, most houses will finish} Wednesday (26). 


cane’ zoomed away on Saturday (15) | Married an Artist’ (Col), dual. Ap- 
at the United Artists, headed for one | pears no stronger than $6,500 or 
of the biggest takes the house has | slightly over. Last week ‘Hurricane’ 
ever moted. Sidewalk lines from the | (UA) whammed through for $14,000. 
bell. Only the length of the flicker Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
is keeping it from record marks. 15-30-40) — ‘Hollywood Hotel’ (WB). 


— 


Rest of the loop is good. ‘Wells | Early pace indicates swell $6.000, — (U) above average *OF | their weeks nicely on the right side Radio City Music Hall (5.980: 40- 
Fargo’ establ.shes precedent by | with evident holdover possibilities. State (Noble) (1.400: 10-25-40) —| 2% the ledger. 60-85-99-$1.65)-——‘Snow White’ (Dis- 


I coming into the 75¢ top Oriental for | Last week, “‘Torchy Blane’ (WB) and ‘Awi : , ce Three new pictures account for a 
Tagen’ : ; ; Preicttingacsl < : Awtul Truth’ (Col) 

a week’s stay after having had a/}‘Loved a Fireman’ (WB), dual, no do $4,000. Last week 

fortnight’s wow business run at the | better than $2,900, poor. : 4 

75c top Chicago. From the Oriental Ohio (Settos) (900: 15)—‘Shall We 

‘Fargo’ will move to either the Gar- | Dance’ (RKO) dualled with ‘Mind 

ric or Apollo. Your Own Business’ (Par), split with 
State-Lake is currently splurging | Quality Street’ (RKO) and ‘Seventh 

on ballyhooing Willie Shore, local | Heaven’ (20th), dual. Good enough 

nitery m.c., who comes to the vaud- | $1,300. Last week ‘Bulldog Drum- 


film stage, where, it is hoped, he | mond Escapes’ (Par) and ‘Mountain . é ul ; 
will develop into a b.o. personality. | Music’ (Par), dual, split with ‘John CINCY BIZ IMPROVES; engagement here, RKO participating | aply to $76,000 but profit. 
Palace is also toplining its vaude | Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and ‘We're with Hall in cost, and notices were 7 . 


. Ar 95 ne ‘ : * 
show. headed by Ken Murray, al-|On the Jury’ (RKO), dual, okay "HURRICANE? HUGE 19 unusually good. Kids filled the house Rialto (750; 25-40-55) Spy Ring 
wavs favorite hereahouts, even be- | $1.300. ; G over the weekend and advance seat|{U). At $7,000 or bit over, okay. 
fore his radio and picture days. Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.300: 15-30- | ale is very hefty. Last week, Crashing Hollywood 

Two forthcoming flickers are al- | 40)—‘Tarzan’s Revenge’ (20th) and Both ‘Hurricane’ and ‘Hollywood | (RKO), $6,400. 
ready getting local buildups—‘Buc- |‘There Goes the Groom’ (RKO). dual. Cincinnati, Jan. 18. Hotel’ are in the big money, while Rivoli (2.092; 25-55-75-85-90)— 
cancer’ due into the Chicago and ‘In | Should wind up on the profit side at Biz in the main is much improved the third week of ‘Wells Fargo’ is| ‘Hurricane’ (UA). In here from re- 
; Old Chicago,’ which arrives in the |$7.9000. Last week ‘Every Day's a 7 “ae eae G st Soa .|also very strong. ‘Hurricane’ was | cent $2 run at the Astor and clicking 
Apollo on Jan. 21 on a two-a-day | Holiday’ (Par) dualled with ‘Bulldog | °Y*! ast week. Gigantic pull of} clipped into the Riv Saturday (15)| strongly, possibly $35,000 first week, 


ney-RKO) and stage show. Regard- 
| lot of coin but all would be in higher less of the weather, very strong pull 
brackets with better breaks from the] pore fo o frat week of around 
climate. ‘Snow White and the Seven $108.000 and holds over. Picture 
Dwarfs,’ on which the Music F Hall topped $40,000 on the weekend alone 
crowd ey have oversnot in estimat-| snd had one of its strongest Mon- 
ing a run of four weeks, had a very] qay mats of all time. despite snow 
heavy weekend and will do fine and slush. hitting $14,000 on that 
business at $108,000 on the first seven dav. ‘ T oct week. second for ‘To- 
days. Big ad campaign figures 0n |. arich’ (WB). biz weakened considers 


(Sd week). Will 
» Smash at $5,500 

Tower (Standard) (1,100; 10-25-35) 
—You’re Only Young Once’ (MGM). 
Should do average $2,500. Last week, 
‘Rosalie’ (MG) (2d week) did house 
average of $2,500. 














basis. Drummond's Revenge’ (Par), pretty ‘Hurricane,’ which is fetching $19,000} and on its first week may hit a]and holds. In ahead, ‘Wise Girl 
Estimates for This Week good $6,500. for the Albee, and the addition of | splendid $35,000. ‘Hollywood Hotel,’| (RKO) a severe disappointer, under 
Apollo (B&K) (1.200: 35-45-55-65) |. Strand (Fourth Ave.) (3.000: 15-30-| stage shows at the Shubert, are| With the draught of Benny Goodman | $12,000. 
— Rosalie’ (MG). Moved here after | 40)—‘Hitting a New High’ (RKO) | chiefly responsible for trade increase. | 1" this film counting, is close to that Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘I Met 
three weeks at UA, where it did |oand ‘There Goes the Groom’ (RKO), | ‘Hollywood Hotel’ is under expecta- | at around $32,000 on its initial week,| My Love Again’ (UA) and _ stage 
betier than expected. Currently | dual. Hitting along at average pace, | tions with a $11,000 tag for the Pal- also holding. ‘Fargo’ is one of the} show. This one looks about $32,000, 
headed for $6,000, okay. Last week |%3.800. mebbe more. Last week| ace. ‘Hitting a New High’ is below best grossers for the Par in the past | fairish. Last week, second for ‘Love 
‘Every Day’ (Par) held on Mae West | ‘You're a Sweetheart’ (U) and Panay | par for Keith’s at $4,000. Other ace | few years, being a four-weeker. The|and Hisses’ (20th), $32,000, okay. 
strength to good $5,100. |bombing film pulled okay $3,500 on | Stands have holdovers. third stanza is very sturdy at $36,000, | ‘Happy Landing’ (20th), Sonja Henie’s 
Chicago (B&K) (4.000; 35-55-75)— | h.o. stanza. : Estimates for This Week after a second week of $48,000 and a | third for 20th, opens Friday (21). 
*Hi — wood Hote ig (WB) and stage a - —_——— _ Albee (RKO) (3,300: 95.49 )—"THiys } pate of Ss of gma ¥ ith Strand ( 2,767; 25-55-75 )—Holly- 
8) Musical is getting big younger sieane’ (UA) Hefty advance pub- ay ed 6 Klang oy gt. eras ol W ith wood Hotel’ (WB). An excellent 











piament play, and with steady night | 6 3 licity = ahaa agg sob ore Bs: e B MS OWN | sross-getter, ar 1 $32,000 first weel 
v play, . . MAY Se icity and rave reviews helping for a| ¢: ‘ . C ine bet- | 2ross-setter, around Sud, ITst WSC 
business trotting a ren ngures 34 *| zoom $19,000. Last week, ‘True Con- | Fogg ‘695-000 ‘et ak OM ending last night (Tues.). Holds. The 
with satisfying $28,000. Last week ) 9 | fession’ (Par), $12,000, okay. ee ee ee “| second week for ‘Sub D-1’ CWB), in 


,Wells Fargo (Par) finished smack- Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— | at pe el + many pee = ahead, good enough at over $20,000 
$35 500. ee ee ee ; ‘Youre a Sweetheart’ (U) (2d run). | jikely that the Roxy and other houses to have stayed a third but RKO 
"Carrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) HUB M STLY Slow $4,000. Last week, ‘Stage Door’ | benefited to some extent over the wanted it for its N. Y. circuit. 

—'Marihuana’ (Indie). ’ Strictly ex- (RKO) (2d run), $6,000, good. weekend from the overflow at the State a ha ‘Navy Blue 
ploiiation picture getting business —oee waar’ PAL nae ‘Federal Music Hall. Many couldn’t get into | and Gold’ (MG) (2d run) and vaude 


+f 
rita + : : ties stadia : the latter, especially on Saturday,| headed by Benny Fields. Business 
to ie mane ce Bullets’ (Mon), ‘They Won't Forget’ | when kids. Prior school, AB aan brisk enough to total to $25,000 or ; 
Soa wast ‘Suenncina (WB) Suished (WB), _ singly. Big, $2,800. Last | ing the house with their parents. better, good. Last week nearer : 
; excellent three-week run in town to week, Adventurous Blonde’ (WB), | Neither the Cap nor Roxy hold | $28,000 with ‘True Confession’ (Par) 
ane $6 100 Talk of the Devil (GB), rhere | over at their current figures, former | (2d run) and the Willie-Eugene f 
Oriental (B&K) (3,200, 35-55-75 )— ———— rapa 3 fe (RKO), separate, | bringing in ‘Mannequin’ tomorrow | Howard team. ti 
*Wells Fargo’ (Par) and vaude. Third | Boston, Jan. 18._ "Grand (RKO) (1.200: 25-40)— | a we — many —. i 
week in a major loop house, coming | Spotty biz for the film stands this | ‘Stage Door’ (RKO) (3d run). Very | avainst Sonia Henie on her jee ene 
here following two great sessions in| week with ‘Nothing Sacred’ the| good, $3,500. Last week, ‘Rosalie’ | hibitie eonja meet on ~ ‘Mac ,CX- ri 
the Chicago, and holding here to | siandout, playing Loew's Orph and} (MG) (3d run), $4,500, big. | Ss “2 perey te ape me at a 1: adison h 
okay $20,000. Last week was pitiful | State. Keith Memorial vaude policy Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40) Bate at ee arting . oe vad . 
at $13,500 for ‘Thrill of Lifetime’ | clicking with Mischa Auer on stage] ‘Hitting a New High’ (RKO). Off ig le Garden is very heavy, it 





(Per). and ‘Wise Girl’ on the screen ‘Tova- key. $4,000. Last week. ‘Love ¢ is reported. ‘ 4 
. — at he onsen aes 1 P sé & ; regs ‘ <ey, $4,000. as 2k, ‘Love and With ‘Hollvw ote!’ on 

et alace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) | rich’ at the Met, with stageshow,| Hisses’ (20th) (2d run), $4.000, blah. | to a B vee — aoe Pn lt ’ { 

Wise Girl’ (RKO) and vaude. Ken | opened tepidly. Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—True | will also ' ’ 


ini + . . . V ll als se self > ’ 
Mu ‘ray headlining on stage and Due to film commitments in op-| Confession’ (Par) (2d run). Fair, a the Terenas Wadesniee Tae 
bringing in biz. Upping take to | position houses, Loew's cannot run | $4,000. Last week, ‘Wise Girl’ (RKO), | w; —s ecay, 2 
nifty $20,000, satisfying figure. Last | MG product in newly acquired Hub | $3,000, poor 


with ‘Every Day’s a Holiday,’ Mae 
~ , ‘ . . + . Jac starrar ao ‘ , ¢ 
week ‘Sweetheart’ (U) concluded a | theatre, and an unconfirmed rumor Palaee (RKO) (2,600; 35-42 )—‘Hol- West starrer. Through Hotel and ; 


—_ 


bbe ’ ‘ his Carnegie Hall swing s - 
bright fortnight to nifty $17,100. has it switching to Translux for a] ]ywood Hotel’ (WB). Disappointing, yo pore (16). ier ae 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | newsreel stand. New Brookline thea- | $11,000, Last w 

‘ Ul : . $ veek, ‘You're a Sweet- > Par we : 

Getiaa wake ales na py Re na tre (Harvard age cong Co.) — heart’ (U), $11.000. pat a Bvreed get As Mag ge 
- ‘ y, and sticking to | Jan. 29, making two houses under Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 42-60)—|2- ef beach rr pete” 2 : — ‘ 

neat $10.000 currently after turning | same ownership in a town long closed | ‘Beg, Borrow or Steal’ (MG) and SA Mi. Cong ait Shots Saas Say, See San Francisco, Jan. 18. 








r 9 . ti Ss av 3c 4 . . . 
in 'a good $15,500 on its opening ses- | to films. Jack Fine’s unit, with Red Skelton | for an opecing Gaye eon Scheduled) Although biz has picked up a bit 
State- Lake (Jones) (2,700: 25-35- Estimates for This Week added; first week of vaudfilm. Nice ‘In Old Chicago.” which has a very | “ce the rise in the stock market, 


45-55 
vaude, ulid-ae for Willie Shore, 
comic m.c., on stage; looks good this dual. Ns. 
wee! to $14.000. Last week off, $11,- | @Ua!l. Ns-h. 





(Col) d Boston (RKO) (3.200; 25-40-55 — $12.000. Last week, ‘Tovarich’ (WB) strong advance sale, seats being mar-| the natives still hibernate except 
and | ‘you're a Sweetheart’ (U) (2d week) | (3d week), $2,500, ‘ordinary. keted eight weeks in advance. fin-|¢ — oP . 

: ee eee A eisn' AVE , Saturdays and Sundays. Best of the 
and ‘Jury’s Secret’ (U) (ist week) ished its first week ending Sunday ae aks ae 
$7,000 indicated. Last night (16) at $17,800, excellent in| ¢W oP on the street are ‘Holly- 








A 700 for ‘Living on Love’ (RKO). week, ‘Damsel in_ Distress’. (RKO) B’KLYN STEAMING view of weather setbacks. wood Hotel’ at the Fox and ‘Man 
J United Artists (B&K-UA) (1.700: | ‘24 week) and ‘Tarzan’s Revenge | ‘Spy Ring’ is doing okay at the} Proof’ at the Warfield. 
35 -55-65-75) — ‘Hurricane’ (UA ’ (20th ). double, okay $10.000. ~ | ‘Fargo’-‘Ist Lady’ Magnif $24,000, Rialto, looking $7,000 or better, but Estimat t This Week 
Opened on Saturday (15) and Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-55 )— | ‘Sub’ ‘Portia’ $17,000 ‘She's Got Everything’ is a bit dis- Vstimates for Ss ee 


‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) (2d run) and q 
‘Borrowing Trouble’ (20th), double. Brooklyn, Jan. 18 
Strong $7,000 gallop. Last week, Ae , 


appointing for the Criterion, at the Embassy (Cohen) (1.512; 35-55-75) 
— figure, $7.000. State, with ‘Navy ‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep) and ‘Boo s 

, ae caine Alaa 3lue and Gold’ on second run, plus | <¢ saddles’ (Re (2d week ac 
‘Missing Witnesses’ (WB) and ‘Love au appears well among the de Renny inbae lipo Bi con get eae = ope org Bg 44 oe Meee Ning 
on Toast’ (Par), double. okay $7,500. | Juxers. Excellent assortment avail-| oood as the prior week but hits aver- | holding this pair which didn’t draw 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- |! able with Fabian Par and Fabian Fox | age at approximately $25,000. flies last week. Will Bo in the red 





Started off to immediate smash busi- 
ness, with only the length of picture 
and aan seating capacity holding 
down the take. On steady grind at 
wow pace, however, will garner bet- 
ter than $22,000 on its onening week. 


Ads made use of the Chicago 40-55 )—‘Wise Girl’ (RKO) and stage | ahead of the others. Par is doing Estimates for This Week on three additional a: 1ys, only $1,000. 
Tribune fr 3 7-1, | Show headed by Mischa Auer. Okay A . : , : I week did 900. 

Tribune front-page column which | ¢18.990 promised. Last week, ‘You're | “ly socko biz with ‘Wells Fargo,’| | Astor (1.012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— | “4™! wee’ Car Pood $3, 

cure im other cities in ae pt oe a Sweetheart’ (U) and Ethel Waters | going into second :tanza, and may go | ‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) ¢2d week).| Fox (P-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75 )— 
ing out that Chi is calian @om at starring in stageshow, $19,000. third. At Fox ‘Submarine D-1’ and Held down a little by weather bu’ | —‘Hollywood Hotel’ (WB) and ‘Only 


a 4 , Metr itan (M&P) (4.300: 25-40- | ‘Port; 7 yg seta Ly | potent at $17,800 on first week endine | Young Once’ (MG). Looks set for 

See tote ee eee ae ye Tevarich’ (WB) ond’ Rie the them ay og rial ate also packing | Sunday night (16), after initial four | hefty $18,000. Last week (2d) ‘We:ls 

‘Rosalie’ (MG) finished —- a On the weak side, $15.000 tops. Last Estimates for This Week days of $14.300. Seats sold eight Fargo’ (Par) got $14,000. 

wecker with neat menee aan wee- | week, ‘Love and Hisses’ (20th) and Albce (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘Love and | “&°S ahead, with advance much| Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55- 
a ‘ _— stageshow, topped by Ella_ Logan, | Hisses’ (20th) and ‘Big Town Girt’ | St’nser than average for $2 shows | 75)-—‘Crashing Hollywo od’ (RKO) 



































’ tevid $18, 500. Preview of ‘Buc- | (20th). Will take in placid $14,000. here. land vaudeville, Will nab $13,500, s9- 
L VILLE GETTING BY: caneer’ slated for tonight (Tuesday) | Last week ‘Hitting New High’ (RKO)| — Capitol (4,520: 25-35-55- -85-$1.25) o. Last week ‘Wise Girl’ (RKO), 
3 with Cecil B. DeMille and Margot | and ‘There Goes Groom’ (RKO) | ‘Man-Proof’ (MG). Gets only one | $14,000. 
‘TARZAN’ ‘ERO ’ |Grahame taking bows trom the | scored quiet $14,000. week here but good enough at $25,-| Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 35-55-75) 
-G stage. | Fox (4,000; 25-35-55) — ‘Submarine | 000 or ve ao sa Last weck, second | —I'll Take Romance’ (Col) and 
Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 25-35-40- | D-1. (WB) and ‘Portia on Trial’ | for ‘Rosalie’ (MG). around $23,000, | ‘Girl With Idevs’ (U) (2d wee':). 
4 Louisville. J 18 55 —'Nothing Sacred’ (UA) and (Rep). About $17,000 anticipated, good aanteuia (MG), Joan Craw- | Holdover will do $6,000 after a dis- 
Bright snot along filn gong he ‘Born to Dance’ (Col), dual. Socko | and holdover. Last week ‘I'll Take | lord's latest, opens tomorrow | appointing $9,200. 
Mar hg A d apt - ; 1 r W is t n€ $20,000. Last week, ‘Rosalie (MG) | Romance’ (Col) and ‘Dauchter of (Thu ), j Paramount (F-WC) — ‘Brim stone’ 
ry Anderson, where ‘Hollywood | (2d week) dandy $16,000. | Shanghai’ (Par) excellen t $16.000. | Criterion (1.662: 25-40-55)—‘She’s | (MG) and ‘Pes. Borro' iston 
Hotel is making the wicket hum.| Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35-55) | Met (2.400: 25-25-55)—Navy Blue | Got Everything’ (RKO). “Getting a| (MG) (2d week)’ Will de swell $i2- 
a ms mye | of the yng e will pre- —Wells Fargo’ (Par) (2d run) and | and Gold’ (MG) and ‘Exile to Shan: light play, only ebout 87000, sild. | O88 on the sec nd heed Speegh os 
eect ms Pre o ross, but h.o. is al- ‘Borrowing Trouble (20th) (1st run | hai’ (Ren). Unexciting $14.000 Lae ' Last week, ‘It’s All Yours’ (Col),| nabbed great $20.090. . 
Rtn unease Mae, ‘ . dual. Aiming at good $10.000. Last! week ‘Last Gangste1 (MG) and} much better. close to $10.000. | ? : A Rey eints - oad 
Tarzan’s Revenge’ tops the bill at | week, ‘Missing Witnesses’ (WB) and | ‘You're Only Young Once’ (MG) fine 74. Ane Be ane ge (F-WC ) (1,470; 35-55~ 
the Rialto. and should show the wavy ‘Love on Toast’ (Par), dual, mild l eye 000 ‘ = , _ Globe (1.274; 55-$1 10-$1.65-$2.20 ) 79)—Wells Fargo’ (Par) (3d week), 
to a satisfactory $7,000, while ‘Navy | $6,200. | ° Pa rame un t (4,000: 97 on nny | rzan § Revenge se’ (20th) §=(2d-final | Expect good $6.000 on the moveover. 
Blue and Gold’ at Loew's State looks | Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) | ‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) and ‘First Lady’| Wek). Ssids are maliug this one | Past week  “Tovarich’ (WB) and 
good for $6,500. —‘Stand-In’ (UA) and ‘Boy of (WB). Mas a { And t $24 0 ” ext — ted pay, maybe around $9,000 this week | ‘Daughter of Shanzhai’ (Par) (3d 
Estimtes for This Week Streets’ (Mono) both 2d runs. double. | - ind he dover. 'L neat weak “T rs iat after ~y t seven days surprisinats | | week), closed to satisfactory $5,500. 
Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1.-| Sad $5,500 gait. ‘Thrill of Lifetime’ | fession’ (Par) a M ng Wit- | good $8,500 | United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- 
500; 15-30-40)—‘Wells Fargo’ (Par).| (Par) yanked Saturday (15) after | nesses’ (WR) eed 694000.— Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘Sub D-1’ | 55- id — hing Sacred’ (UA) (4.h 
Return showing after a profitabi+| two days. Last week. ‘True Con-| Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Billdov| (WBo and ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U). | week msidering everytning, cant 
week at the Rialto. looks pretty good: | fession’ Par) and ‘Manhattan Merrvy- | Drumm nd’ (Par y and Duke Comes both 2d run, dualed. This twain may | complain at $5, 500. Last week (3d), 
mee. con $2,600. Last week ‘Rosalie’ | Go-Round’ (Rep), dual, okay $7,800. | Rack’ (Ren) plus . aude. headed by | come cl se to $9,000, pretty good. | : ‘ood at $7,000 
) (MG) (2d run) tallied healthy $?.500. _State (Locw) (3,300; 25-30-35-40- | Gus Van for weekend. Headed for eb? 2 ee | Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-55-75) 
‘T, sat el (Col) bs d a a ga ae Nothing , Sacred (UA) and | Sf 090, disappoint nv. but ; still in ~ ‘alae of (WB) (1 > ‘7. It to Man Pro rf ( MG) and King Sdlo- 
Work’ (0th), dual Tndicat 4. $9 500 ‘ gh a ti 00 ar an tae ene oe Lest week “Exnensive Hus- i 500. ne een "| mons Mines (GB). Expect around 
Bond. Tact week ‘Ali Baba’ (901 ; eB ag pen 1; ae “er oke Last ba pends (WR) and ‘The Shadow’ (Col) | ?9 9. 7 ee $15,000, mild. Last, week “Love and 
and ‘Bre; oe ath SaDe th) | week. ‘Rosalie’ (MG) (2d week) very | with nart-time vaude produced Paramount (3.664; 25-35-55-85-99 )— | Hisses’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Moto (20th) 
reakfast for Two’ (RKQ), dual,! pleasing $10,000. tends $9,000. Wells Fargo’ ‘Par) and Waring pit! (2d week) slid to a bad $7,000, 














8 VARIETY 


———_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—— 


Mpls. Tottering; ‘Tovarich $8,500, | 


Hisses’ $8,000, 


! 

Minneapolis, Jan. 18. | 

Weathe: mild again, with grosses | 
likewise. All signs point to tame 
takings generally. although ‘Tovarich,’ 


‘Love and Hisses’ and ‘Victoria the} Orpheum (Cooper) > 904} 

Great’ rate h ly Heavy coin just | 20-25)—Big Town Girl’ (20th) and 

fon't in the 4 lc these days, except | ‘High Flyers’ (RKO) in for four days, 

¥ i Poe . { . ’ } t about $1.100, which good 

walled’ 2 - that time t week, ‘Barrier’ 
Estimates for This Wee Kk (Par) va Oct ae > (WB) oke. $1.500. 

Aster (P\ Singer) (guy, tore? Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40) 

Al el (Par) spht with H aq BM Tovarich’ (WB). Slightly over aver- 
Nav) Par) (2d run) a . age $3,400 Last week, ‘Damsel in 
pe he rye , Distre (RKO), a flounderer, $2.800 
Yi 7 , Varsity (Westland) 11,100; 10-15) 
(RKO). , : <— Outlaw of the Prairie’ (Col) and 
ene Gk vans mat tak oe Venus Makes Trouble’ (Col) split 
pean TF aaaa 4 ¥ a oT, , Pry d ant a3 with ™w here There's a Wil (GB) 
‘Expensive Husbands’ (WB) dual (ist | 284 ‘Squadron of Honor (Col). air, 

ot A a $900. Last week, ‘Trailing Trouble 
a cenigh ) a eitinoes) (1.600: 95 (Col) and ‘Speed to Spare’ (Col) 
ea Take Rom nce’ “(Col , | split with ‘Beloved Vagabond’ (Col) | 
Not deliverins: lucky to reach light | 204 ‘Escape by Night’ (Rep). Slow 
$1.800 Last week, ‘True Confession’ $800 
(Par) (2d week). $4,000, fair. ; ; 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4.200; | ‘MANNE UIN’ 13 500 
25-35-55)—‘Tovarich’ (WB). Highly 0 $ ’ ; 
praised and getting good play at mat- | 
pees Silo 'e) HURRICANE” 156, BUFF 
limit Last week, ‘Rosalie’ (MQ), . ] 
$11,000, pretty good | : 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; | Suttete Jan 10 
25-35-40)—‘Love and Hisses’ (20th). | ae 


Not pulling as well as first Winchell- | 


Leading the Pack 


—Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG), very 
strong, $3,000. Last week, ‘Ebb Tide’ | 
(Par) started hefty and finished light, 
but good in the total, $2.800. 

(1.3350: 





10-15- 


Business appears to be scattered at 
local box offices this week. ‘Manne- 


Be Se ro fairly _— $3,000 |quin’ is okay, although indications 
lg are te aan eh submarine | sre for figures somewhat under re- 
ms = ina) ee ang: 95.35. | cent takings. ‘Hurricane’ is climb- 

‘ --Singer ) ( 5-35- | . 

_State (Publix-s Inger | feo <9-99" | ing and should come in with a fine 
55)—Rosalie’ (MG) (2d week). Light | ¢,°,., pa poe ‘ 5 eens 
$3 500 dicated ‘Yast < k. ‘Wells | figure Elsewhere the grosses are 
o.oo iInaicatea. sas VECK felis ¢ey re attaw 2 , 
pay ‘ eet , : |spotty with the Lafayette slipping to | 
Fargo (Par) (3d week), $4,600. | ; ; : PI 


Strong $18.000 for initial fortnight. | 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—'Dr. | 
Syn’ (GB) (2d run). Going along at | 
preity good clip and should garner | 
$500. Last week, ‘Judge Priest’ (20th) | 
(reissue) went out after four poor | 
days, $200. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA). First 
neighborhood showing: en route to 
good $3.500. Last week, ‘Navy Blue 
and Gold’ (MG), $3.000, fair enough. 


World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) | 
—Victoria the Great’ (RKO) (2d 
week). Critics and customers rav- | 


ing; stretching toward good $2,200. | 
Last week, $2,500, nice. 


| 


MONT’L PLENTY HEFTY: 
VICTORIA’ $8,000, BEST 


Montreal, Jan. 18. 
Three repeats and no standout at 
the first-runs puts ‘Victoria the 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


Great’ as probable best seller cur- 
rently with $8,000 gross at Palace. 
Severe weather still holding down 


attendances. 
Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Victoria 
the Great’ (RKO). Should gross 
$8.000. Last week ‘Rosalie’ (MG) 


(2d week) came near expectations 
at $7,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Man- 
Proof’ (MG) and ‘Only Young Once’ 
(MG). May gross $7,000, good. Last 
week ‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB) and 
‘First Lady’ (WB) nice $6,500. 

Loew’s (M.T.Co.) (3,200; 50)—‘Sub- 


marine Dl’ (WB) and ‘Expensive 
Husbands’ (WB). Should — gross 
$6,000, forte. Last week ‘You're a 


Sweetheart’ (U) $5,500, oke. 
Princess (CT) (2,300: 50)—‘Last 

Gangster’ (MG) and ‘Borrowing 

Trouble’ 


(20th) (2d week). Good 
$6,000 currently after an excellent 
$7,500 last week. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1.100: 50)-——‘Hur- 





ricane’ (UA) (4th week). Still pull- 
ing them in and may get a very good 
$3,500, after a very nice $4,500 last | 
week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘La Grande Illusion’ (3d 
week); $1,500 gross expected. Good 
$1.800 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film (2,300; 34) 
—‘Yoshiwara’ and ‘Prends La Route.’ 
House doing well every week and 
look for $7,500. Last week ‘La Dan- 
seuse Rouge’ and _  ‘Porte-Veine,’ | 
strong $7,000. 





‘Tovarich’ $3,400 Nice: 
‘Navy’ $3,000, Lincoln 


Lineoln, Jan. 18. | 

‘Navy Blue and Gold,’ at the Lin- 

coln, is the leader of the town. ‘To- 

varich’ is doing fairly well. with Sam 

Clark, in from the Warners office in 
Chi, helping with the bally. 


Estimates for This Week 
Kiva (Westland) (440: 10-15)— 
‘King Solomon’s Mines’ (GB), fair- 


| 


ish $900. Last week, h. o. of ‘Man-| ger Patrol’ (RKO) (2d week) were 
hattan Merry-Go-Round’ (Rep)}| good at $8,750. 
slumped, so was pulled after doing Paramount (Fox) (2.096; 25-40) 
$400 on four days. ‘Stand-In’ (UA) and ‘Dangerously 
Liberty (Cooper) (1.200; 10-15) Yours’ (20th). Forte $4,000; ‘Stand- 
‘Law for Tombstone’ (U) and ‘Ex-j|In’ goes to the Rialto next. Last! 
pensive Husbands’ (WB) split with} week, ‘52d Street’ (UA) and ‘When | 
‘Thunder Trail’ (Par) and ‘Missing | Thief Meets Thief’ (UA) were good | 
Witness’ (WB) Oke, $1,000. Last} at $3,500. 
week, ‘Love on Toast’ (Par) and} Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—*‘52d | 
‘Stars Over Arizona’ (Mono) -split| Street’ (UA) (2d run) and ‘The 
with ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and|Shadow’ (Col). Ultra nice $2.000., 
‘She Loved a Fireman’ ‘WB), all) Last erek, ‘Alcatraz Island’ (WB) 
right. $950. (2d run) and ‘Handy Andy’ (20th). 
LinceIn ‘Cooper) (1.600; 10-20-25) Lonly fair at $1,000, 


| around 


| Puncheroo $8,000. 


subnormal. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 35-40-60)— | 
‘Mannequin’ (MG). Probably over | 
$13,500 oke. Last week, ‘Man Proof | 
(MG) and Bowes Unit; ams strong | 
as ever and sent takings to swell | 
$23,000. | 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— | 
‘Blossoms on Broadway’ (Par) and} 
‘Barrier’ (Par). Looks okay and 
may go to $6,000. Last week ‘Alca- 
traz Island’ (WB) and ‘40 Naughty 


Girls’ (RKO) strong at $7.500. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 35-50)— 
‘Hurricane’ (UA). 
$15,000, 
‘Tovarich’ 
$10,000. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 30-50)—‘Rosa- 
lie’ (MG) (2d run). Not such a fast 
pace, $0,600. Last week ‘Wells Fargo’ 
(Par) (2d run), return 
didn’t materialize into 
$5,000. 
Lafavette 


big. Last week 
(WB) beat expectations at 


much; fair 
(Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Life Begins with Love’ (Col) and 
‘Outlaws of Orient’ (Col). Looks 
plenty low at about $5,500. Last week 
‘You're a Sweetheart’ (U) (2d week) 
and ‘Dangerous Adventure’ (Col), 
held over to nice $8,500. 


DENVER LOTS LIVELY; 
‘BRIMSTONE’-‘GIRL’ 106 





Denver, Jan. 18. 
Plenty of life in town, with the 
National Western stockshow here. 


‘Wells Fargo’ continues to hold up 
strongly at the Denham. Opening 
days of the stockshow the cowboys. 
stockmen and their ladies gave the 
house two holdouts daily. Manager 
Dave Cockriil cracked that he'd like 
to hold the pic over but it’s been on 
the bill too many giveaway nights 
already and he must do something 
to get his banknight fans back again. 
Figure the perfect weather is hurting 
biz by sending crowds to the stock- 
show, but mayne some of the cow- 
hands come to the films. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Love | send 
Hefty | with the same cast and production 


and Hisses’ 
$4,000; goes 


(20th) (2d run). 


to the Broadway next. 


Last week, ‘Tovarich’ (WB) (2d run) / Grant. 


was fair at $2,500. 


: PICTURE GROSSES 














(3d wk). 

Capitol — ‘Mannequin’ (MG). 
(Reviewed ii Variety, Dec. 22) 

Criterion— ‘Bordertown’ (WB) 
(Revival) (21). 

Glebe ‘Boy of 
(Mono) (22). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 1). 

Music Hall—Snow White, 7 
Dwarfs’ (RKO) (2d wk). 

Paramount ‘Wells Fargo’ 


Streets’ 


(Par) (4th wk) 

Rialto—‘She Loved a Fireman’ 
(WB) (21). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 17). 


Rivoli—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (2d 
wk). 

Roxy—‘Happy Landing’ (20th) 
(21) 


Hollywood Hotel’ 
(2d wk). 
Week of Jan. 27 


Astor—‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) 


Strand 


(WB) 


(4th wk). >, ‘ 
Capitel — ‘Mannequin’ (MG) 
(2d wk). 
Criterion ‘Lady Behave’ 
(Rep) (28). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 29). 
Music Hall—‘Tom Sawyer’ 
(UA) 


Paramount ‘Every Day’s a 
Holiday’ (Par) (26). 
(Reviewed 
Rialto—‘Love Is a 
(MG) (28). 
Rexy—' Happy Landing’ 
(2d wk). 
Strand 
(WB) 


in VARIETY, Dec. 29). 


Headache’ 
(20th) 


— ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
(3d wk). 











Figures to get| 


engagement | 


| good $4,500. 
| First 


Portland, Ore., Holdovers; 
‘Sweetheart’ $5,800, Oke 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 18. 

‘Thrill of a Lifetime’ at the Or- 
pheum and ‘You’re Only Young 
Once’ at the UA are doing good biz 
las the only new picts in the burg. 
Heavy ducat selling still goes to 
three holdovers. ‘Hurricane’ in a 
fourth strong week at  Parker’s 
Broadway. ‘Wells Fargo’ smashed 
ithe policies of the big Paramount 
|by holding for a third week. ‘Rosalie’ 
lalso in a fourth week at the May- 
fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
—‘Hurricane’ (UA) and ‘Prescrip- 
tion for Romance’ (U) (4th week), 
Third week big $5,700. 
weeks topped a total of 


two 
$19,000. 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 30-55)—"Man Proof’ (MG) three 
days. Okay $1,500. Last week ‘Ros- | 


alie’ (MG) (3d week), $2,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen ) 
(2.000; 30-55)—Thrill of a Lifetime’ 
(Par) and ‘The Great Garrick’ (WB). 
Fair $4,500. Last week, “Tovarich’ 
(WB) and ‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par) 
(2d week), fair enough $5,000. 

Paramount ‘Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-55)—‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) 
and ‘Borrowing Trouble’ (20th) (3d 
week) good $3,500. Second week, 
nice $6,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
55)—You’re a Sweetheart’ (U) and 
‘You're Only Young Once’ (MG). 





Getting strong $5,500. Last week, 
‘Manproof’ (MG) and ‘Missing Wit- 
nesses’ (WB) answered to exploita- 
tion for good $5,800. 


Out to Top ‘Topper’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Prompted by box-office grosses 
| piled up by ‘Topper,’ Hal Roach will 
sequel before’ the 





Constance’ Bennett, 
Roland Young and 
Burke are the repeaters. 


crew. Cary 


ane aes a ean tna | Jack Jevne has already completed 

$1500. a ic an ’ rake Ro- | his treatment on the Thorne Smith 

mance’ (Col) (3d run) did only | Story, and is now at work on the 

$1,250. “ }sereen play. Norman McLeod will 
Denham (Cockrill) (1.392; 25-35- | direct. 

40)—‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) (3d week) - - - 


Last week, same 
pic did $11,500, only about $1,000 un- 
der the opening week. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: 25-35-50) 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ (WB). Strong 
$9,000; to the Aladdin next. Last 
week, ‘Love and Hisses’ (20th) nice 
$9.000. 

Orpheum 


(RKO) (2.600: 25-35-40) 


Joan Bennett Leaving 
‘Stage Door’ for Film 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Film commitments of 
nett are forcing her 
weeks from the 





Joan 


two road company 


—‘Bad Man of Brimstone’ (MG) and | of the legit ‘Stage Door.’ current at 


‘Wise Girl’ (RKO). Smackeroo $10.- 
000 and holds over the weekend. 
Last week, ‘Rosalie’ (MG) and ‘Dan- 


|Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

| Miss Bennett was loaned to Sam 
H. Harris by Walter Wanger, who is 
icalling her home to go into Colum- 
bia’s ‘Holiday.’ 


‘Turnabout’ Grinding 


lHiollywood, Jan. 18. 
Robert Montgomery’ and 
Virginia Bruce heading the cast, 
| Metro's ‘Turnabout’ was sent before 
|ihe cameras yesterday (Mon.) with 
| Richard Thorpe directing. 
| Norman Krasna is producing. 


With 


cameras | 


Billie | 


Ben- | 
retirement in} 
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they, as taxpayers, helped to build 
and help to support, doesn’t make 
the exhibitors feel any beiter. 

It is only in the past few years, 





too, that the exhibitors have had so 
much night club, beer parlor, tav- 
ern and saloon competition to con- 
| tend with, they point out. 


Growth of Basketball 
James A. Naismith 





When (Pop) 


a rough court at Springfield College, 
Mass., 47 years ago, he never con- 
ceived the havoc that basketball | 
| might wreak on show business. To- 
day, the game, started as a hobby, 
numbers several millions of players 


and has reached a point where it has 
become a factor in relation to the 
picture theatre boxoffices. 
Showmanship 
up the 


buoved 


particularly in 


serum has 
situation, 


set up a couple of hoops and outlined | 





| a == 
First Runs on Broadway | ; ‘tan— 
Lng ine igiaaiad Big Opposition—Sports 
Sr re (Continued from page 3) last minute before opening $4.49 


seats for rest of engagement going 
so slowly that they put on a battery 
of telephone girls, to push the 
old ‘will-you-pick-up-your-reserved.- 
tickets’ gag, which hypoed sales, 

Sutphin, owner of Barons hockey 
team, figured that Henie will pul! in 
around $132,000 in six days 
capacity business. 


under 





Also Roller - Skating 
Salt Lake City, Jan 


A new headache for Salt Lake 


|City nabe house operators e 
|guise of a revival of roller v. 
lis causing a dent in the b.o. biz of 
| the 15c houses. 

In the past month, two new large 
indoor rinks have opened on_ the 


| 
} 
/] 
j 
| 
| 
} 
| 
} 


| amateur and pro leagues. The hot- 
|test voost is the ‘name’ angle; most | 
|being All-American cagers, and] 
'names from baseball and football | 
lranks. Enrollers from the feminine 


ranks of topnotch athletes also are 
b.o. magnets. 

Commercial firms, including sev- 
eral Hollywood film companies, such 
as Universal, Pathe and Warner 
Bros., are increasingly 
|teams. Last year, it was estimated, 
| more than 2,500 teams bore the titles 
lof commercial products in the U. S., 
| for which they drew a guarantee. 
| Usually, it was between $150 to $400 
per game. Cagers, will hustle 
|for any firm or product offering them 
la fairly good job instead of ac- 
ceptance of profesh kale. 

Pro basketball has its strongest 
foothold in and around N, Y., Philly, 
Detroit, Chicago and Milwaukee, 

American anticipate a 
fruitful year basketball re- 


subsidizing 


too, 


colleges 
from 


ceipts. An instance of 1938 popu- 
larity is displayed in the record 
crowds attending games at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y. More than 
18,000 fans trekked through the 
turnstiles to watch C. C. N. Y. lose 





to Stanford and Minnesota beat Long 
Island U on Dec. 27. The average 
for the season so far at the Garden 
is 14,000 per night. The Garden also 
has high school games played 
urday afternoons. In numerous hin- 
terland schools, basketball grosses 
surpass those from football, gen- 
erally conceded as the most popular 
scholastic sport. 

Biz for the pro and_ semi-pro 
games surpass attendance records in 


towns plugging moneyed players. 
Usually, general admission rivals 


that of a ticket to a deluxe house. 
Firms have a unique method of ped- 
dling ducats for such games. The 
foreman or recreation officer of a 
concern personally sells to all of the 
help. The varsity spirit has percolat- 
ed into many a factory which manu- 
factures bolts and nuts. While the 
workers are at liberty to turn down 
the tickets, few do, and most of them 
buy ‘em for their families and 
friends. This coin is dumped into 
a welfare fund. During the past sev- 
eral years, freak teams have barn- 
stormed around the country, com- 
peting with towners on a 65-35 basis. 
Outstanding in this category included 
|} are House of David and Harlem Hot- 
tentots, who usually stage a floor 
show between halves; the Roller 
| Bearing Flashes, who play on roller 
skates and The Masked Wonders, 
who pitch baskets while blindfolded. 

Kate Smith’s N. Y. Celtics, one of 
the nation’s strongest pro quints, is 
garnering loads of publicity for the 
ether warbler. All are 
| legiate stars. 

Tennis, badminton and basketball 
;}on stages have been variously tried 
|out by Doc Joe Lee at the Brook- 
}lyn Paramount, by Fanchon & 


Marco at the Roxy, on Broadway, 





former col- 


and the Paramount, Los Angeles. 
and by other exhibs, 

| 

| Henie’s $132,000 
Cleveland, Jan. 18. 

| Sonja Henie and her ice show got 
off Sunday (16) in Al Sutphin’s new 
Arena with every one of the 9.100 
seats sold four days in advance. 


| Troupe was originally booked for 
| five days but sixth peformance will 


lo added. 

Exploitation campaign laid down 
by Al Sutphin’s five press agents 
|considered a_ record-breaker yet 
— was one kick-back. Show so 
over-sold that natives got the idea 
lthat no more low-priced tickets 
| were available. Also caused kicks 
that scale of $1.10 to $4.40 was 


higher than the $2.75 in Detroit. At 


Sat- | 














| 
| 
| 
| 





take; 


fringe of the theatrical district, of- 


fering coasters rental of skates n- 
struction and rink attractions § at 
rates below cost of admish to a 


double feature. 


Basketball Daft 


Fort Wayne, Jan. 18 
In basketball-mad Indiana. 
stations are more er less 
broadcast every major game. West- 
inghouse WGL has signed up 
for the big games and coming 
tournaments. Lincoln National Bank 
& Trust Co. has bought time for two 


Tradcio 


required to 


spone- 


sors 


games; Perfection Biscuit will spon- 
sor the sectional and regional tour- 
naments in Fort Wayne, and Buick 


Motor has purchased air 
the state finals in 
Which totals, to date, 
of sponsored time, 


rights for 
Indianapo 1S, 
16 full 


hours 


John Hackett will handle the play- 
by-play details, with Carl Vandagrift 
supplying color for the broadcast. 


$155,000, 000 


(Continued from page 1) 








around $57,000,000, of which. for- 
eign biz amounted to $20,000,000. 
The biggest over-all grosser, in 
1937, was Metro, with an estimated 
$65,000,000. Metro also was the big- 
gest 1937 foreign grosser with an 
estimated $29,000,000. 
Metro’s $14,500,000 

Metro’s 1937 net was $14,426,000. 
20th Century-Fox will show earns 
ings of around $8,700,000, or there- 
Of this $7,000,000 or 
more was earned by 20th-Fox, from 
and production. And 
biggest, on that end, 


abouts, sum, 


distribution 
probably the 


|} in the business. 


The split in Metro's 
theatres and distribution, 
tailed, 

When Sid Kent joined the old 
Fox firm, in 1932, the firm’s round- 
the-world income was approximately 
$29,000,000. Its domestice take ap- 
proximated $17,000,000, and $12,000,- 
000 was from foreign. Since then, 
the company has climbed upwards 
steadily, until today it has doubled 
that mark, 


When Paramount was tops, which 


profit on 
isn’t de- 


was when Kent headed the firm's 
distribution, the company had 
around 9,500 accounts. Then it 


pitched into a decline following the 
1929 depression and, in the imme- 
diate years which followed, Par’s 
business dropped off. Receivership 
and bankruptcy took toll of Par. 
Also, reorganization. 


Par's $43,000,000 

For 1937, Par probably will show 
an over-all gross intake of around 
$43,000,000, of which some _  $27,- 
000,000 is domestic, and foreign $16,- 
000,000. That’s according to un- 
official estimate. Probably Par will 
show earnings of $7,000.000 in 1937. 
No common stock dividend is €x- 
pected. These earnings, from in- 
dications, are wholly from the 
atre end. According to 
Par received around $9,000,000 trom 
its theatre department in 1937. 


the- 


estimate 


Twentieth Century-Fox company s 
rise to top ranking, in domestic 
and Metro’s tremendous lead, 
in foreign, are natural developments. 
The figures show clearly that Metro 
has been making films with an eye 
to the foreign market, Twentieth-Fox 
has done this also to an extent. 

Paramount, on the other hand. in 
recent years has been making films 
almost wholly with a view for 
mestic markets. 

As for other firms: United Artists. 
according to estimates, grossed 
around $9,000,000, foreign. Columba 
and RKO, in 1937, ran about neck- 
and-neck, at approximately $7,000,000; 
and Universal, under  $6,000.000 


due 


Warner Bros, figures aren't detailed. 
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Philly Of; ‘City Girl -Vaude 21G 
‘Hotel’ $20,000, ‘Wise Girl $11,200 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 

started out as a_record- 
last week fizzed at the fin- 
ish and this session is following 
right in same footsteps. Coupla 
hi ouses are way down, coupla just 
oke and only one giving the cashier 
a real workout. Latter is Stanley, 
with ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ which is 
to neat $20,000 and should 
b> good for another stanza. House 
is sorely in need of the needle after 
the sad $11,600 on ‘You're a Sweet- 
heart’ last week. 

Earle, which was burning up with 
Hal Kemp and ‘Octopus’ last turn 
at $27,800, has settled back to profit- 
able norm with ‘City Girl’ and Tim 
and Irene and Benny Baker fleshing 
for $21,000. ‘Rosalie’ at Fox is the 
only h.o. in town. Although power- 
ful enough for a full pull if pushed, 
it is being ditched tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday) after five days of the third 
session for ‘Every Day’s a Holiday.’ 
Will get $8,000 for the five days. 

Estimates for This Week 


What 
breaker 


SOOnmtne 


Aldine (WB) (1,200; 40-55-75)— 
‘Love Again’ (UA). Not a lot ex- 
pected of this; $9,000. Last week 
‘Hurricane’ (UA) oke without be- 
ing socko in third stan: : at $8,200. 

Boyd (WB) (2,400; 40-55-65)— 
*Wise Girl’ (RKO). Not wise enough 
to show up in black ink at measly 
$11,200. Last week ‘Man Proof’ 


(MG) so-so with $15,300. 

Earle (WB) (3,000; 25-40-55 )—‘City 
Girl’ (20th) and Tim and Irene, and 
Benny Baker on boards. Far on the 
safe side with $21,000 figured. Come- 
down from last week when Hal 
Kemp and ‘Octopus’ (WB) snared 
red hot $27,800. 

Fox (WB) (2,3(C0: 40-55-65 )—‘Rosa- 
lie "(MG) (3d week). Being pushed 
out in five days for Mae West, al- 
though doing oke for this sustained 
h.o. at $8,000 for the five days. Last 
week got nice enough $14,100 to earn 
the added mileage. 

Karlton (WB) (1,100: 40-50)— 
"You're a Sweetheart’ (U) (2d run). 
Doing fair, but also being shoved 


out two days short of a full week to} 


make room for second run of ‘Rosalie’ 
when it leaves Fox; hooking $3,900 
for five days. Last week, ‘True Con- 
fession’ (Par) (2d run) showed up 
satisfactorily with $5,100. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,400; 40-50)—‘Hur- 
ricane’ (UA) (2d run). Hitting ’em 
nicely with $5,300, following four 
weeks of two-a-day. Last week, ‘To- 


varich’ (WB) (2d run) very big stuff 
at $7,900. 
Stanley (WB) (3,000; 40-55-65)— 


"Hollywood Hotel’ (WB). Hostelry 
all filled up, nifty $20,000 anticipated. 
Last week, ‘You're a Sweetheart’ (U) 
Scraping bottom at $11,600. 
Stanton (WB) (1,700: 
"Bulldog Drummond’ 
off mild $5,100. Last week, ‘Bad Man 
of Brimstone’ (MG) (2d week) little 
short of amazing with happy $5,300. 


BALTO JUST AMBLING; 
‘MARRY’-VAUDE $14,000 


30-40-50 )— 
(Par). Clicking 








Baltimore, Jan. 18. 
Biz is on an even keel, somewhat 
below par. Combo Hippodrome is 


leading the field with ‘No Time to 
Marry.’ thanks to stage presentation 
of Hal Kemp and orch, ringing up a 
profitable $14,000. Not much excite- 
ment over Mae West’s ‘Every Day’s 
a Holiday’ at the Stanley, with tak- 
ings not expected to reach over a 
fair $8,500. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Man Proof’ (MG). 
Mild pace to possible $9,000. Last 
week ‘Last Gangster’ (MG) fairish 
$7,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘No 
Marry’ (RKO), 


(2,200; 
Time to 
with Hal Kemp orch 
onstage. Pleasing $14,000. Last 
Week ‘I'll Take Romance’ (Col) and 
“Hollywood Bandwagon’ unit, $12,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘You’re a Sweetheart’ 
(U) (2d week). Mild $4,500 after 
first session profit to $6,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Checkers’ (20th). Daytime 
biz helving some to $3,000. Last 
week ‘Charlie Chan’ (20th) unexcit- 
ing $2.200. 

ae 


a (WB) (3,450; 15-25-30-40- 
5— 


Every Day’s a Holiday’ (Par). 
Just fair $8.500 anticipated. Last 
week ‘First Lady’ (WB) struggled 
through to $4,400. 


Omaha Making the Grade; 
‘Hisses’-Lancer’ $8,000 





+ 








although 
feature, 


with ‘True Confession,’ 
‘Sophie Lang, as second 
nothing but an anchor. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40) —“Wise Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Octopus’ (WB) on double bill, with 
new March of Time added. Not 
more than $4,300. Last week ‘Per- 
fect Specimen’ (WB) and ‘Crashing 
Hollywood’ (RKO) dualed for good 
$4,900. 
Omaha (Blank) 
‘True Confession’ 


10-25-40 )— 
and ‘Sophie 


(2.100; 
(Par) 





Lang’ (Par) twin-billed. Weather | 
held down opening, but got going 
thereafter and looks headed for $7,- 
300. Last week ‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) 
and ‘Partners in Crime’ (Par) held 
out to 14th day as double bill. Sec-| 
ond seven days very acceptable at | 


memorable first week. 
(2.976: 10-25-40) 
(20th) and 
Strong 
a Sweet- 


(WB) 


$7,000 after 

Orpheum (Blank) 
—Love and_ Hisses’ 
‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) in duo. 
$8,000. Last week, ‘You’re 
heart’ (U) and ‘Great Garrick’ 
around $7,600, not bad. 


SEATTLE $0-S0: 
TOVARICH' 8146 


Seattle, Jan. 18. 

Shows are holding up in this burg, 
although the waterfront tieup the 
past week had a harmful effect. Car- 
goes were diverted to other Puget 
Sound ports. However, this week the 
trouble was settled. 

Town's. toppers 
‘Wells Fargo’ and 
holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900: —They Won't Forget’ (WB) 
and ‘Partners in Crime’ (Par) dual. 
Looking for fair $2,100. Last week, 
‘Great Garrick’ (WB) and 
a Night’ (Par) dual, $2,600, good. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


are ‘Hurricane,’ 
‘Brimstone,’ all 


27) 


(1,900: 21-32 )—‘Double Wedding’ 
(MG) and ‘Hold ’Em Navy’ (Par) 
dual. Indicated slow $2,700. Last 
week ‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Sophie 
Lang’ (Par) dual, four days. $1,900, 
big, split with ‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA) 


and ‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th) dual, 
three days, for week's total, $3,600. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)— 
‘Danger Patrol’ (RKO) and ‘Old 
Wyoming Trail’ (Col) dual. Expect- 
ed mild $1.900. Last week ‘Living on 
Love’ (RKO) and ‘Game That Kills’ 
(Rep) dual, $2,100, fair. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.400: 32-37-42)—‘Tovarich’ (WB) 
and ‘Only Young Once’ (Col) dual. 
Heading for hefty $8,500. Last week 
‘Rosalie’ (MG) single bill (2d week) 
tapered off fast, after great opening 
week, dipped to $5,800. Mild. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (1,- 
900; 21-27-42 )—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (3d 
week). Going places for possible 
$8,000, great. Last week, same film, 
$9,600, terrif. 

Music Box Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) 
single bill. Hitting stride at $3,700. 
Last week ‘Love and Hisses’ (20th) 
and ‘Daughter of Shanghai’ (Par) 
dual, $2,800, okay. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42)—‘Bad Man of Brim- 
stone’ (MG) and ‘Breakfast for Two’ 
(RKO) (2d week). Hitting up around 


$5,000 for six days. Last week, same 
films. $10,700. wonderful. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 16-27- 
37 )—‘Lady Behave’ (Rep) and 


‘Wrong Road’ ‘Rep) dual and vaude. 
Expected $3,500, okay. Last week, 
‘Boy of Streets’ (Mono) and ‘Duke 
Comes Back’ (Rep) dual, $5,500, 
smash; with vaude. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3.106: 32-37-42)—‘Man Proof’ (MG) 
and ‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par) dual. 
Anticipating good $6,000. Last week 


‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) and ‘Borrowed 
Trouble’ (20th) dual (2d week) $7,- 
000. immense. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Alcatraz’ (WB) and ‘Life Begins 
With Love’ (Col) dual. Indicated fair 
$2. 400. Last week ‘Perfect Specimen’ 
(WB) and ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round’ (Rep) dual, $2.9 900, D, good. 


‘Bue’ Getting N. 0, Bucks 


Jan. 18. 
world-premiered 


New Geiesie, 

‘The Buccaneer,’ 
here at the Saenger, finished its 
first week at $22,000, largest gross 
the house has done since it reduced 


‘On Such | 





Det. Still in Doghouse 
But ‘H’wood Hotel’ $21, 


3 —_— 
Detroit. Jan. 


500 Bi Strong in L.A; Hurricane sil 00, 

Some pickup in auto plant me 
ing, but still too early to affect b. o. | cago mas ‘Proof 
especially in face of slippery weather. | 

With vaudfilmers off again, fairest 
bet otherwise looks like ‘Mannequin,’ ‘ io ‘ 9 
at the United Artists, which gave the 
Joan Crawford opus its ‘world pre-| wee far ‘Cans er 
miere’ behind snappy exploitation. | 3 5 

Estimates for This Week . 





+ 

















Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 30-40-50) 

—You’re a Sweetheart’ (U) (2d run)} (Col) (2d week). Gross should reach Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

plus ‘A Girl with Ideas’ (U). Okay]! good $9,000. Last week same bill Trade is spotty, with the bulk of 

$4,500. Last stanza. $4.700 on ‘Love! soared to $16,400, terrific. | the houses doing satisfactory but not 
and Hisses’ (20th) (2d run) and Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— | smash biz. Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Hur- 

‘Westland Case’ (U) ‘Hollywood Hotel’ (WB) and ‘Patient| ricane,” released to the day-date 

Fox (Indie) (5.000 10-50-75) n Room 18’ (WB). Should be around; Warner Bros. Downtown and Holly- 
‘Dinner at the Ritz’ (20th) with Ted| $10,000, nice going. Last week.| wood 30 days after completing two- 
Weems band on stage. Disappointing | ‘You're a Sweetheart’ (U) and ‘Pre-| a-day run, is tops on the week and 
at $17,000. Last week, aro 1 $20,- ription for Romance’ (U) started] piling up a lucrative combined gross, 

| 000, okay, on ‘You') a Sweetheart | of] ell but slid to $7,000 sufficient to warrant holdover de- 

(U) plus Vincent Lopez band on Strand (Indie) (2.200; 25-35-50) fcision early in the run 

stage Daughter of Shani shai’ (Par) and ‘In Old Chicago” made it debut 

Madison (United Detroit) (2.000:| ‘Love on Toast’ (Par) Maybe $7,-|as a two-a-dayer at the Four Stat 

| 40-50-75)—‘Tovarich’ (WB) Should | 000, fain Last week, ‘Wells Fargo’| last Friday (14) and on basis of 
| get good $8,500. Last $6,000.| (Par) splendid $12,800 on 10-day |early return 1ould equal, if not 
okay, on ‘Hurricane’ (UA) (3d week) | showing | pass, the previous opening week's 
following stanzas of $12,000 and - . highs at the hous« held by. Lost 
$7,800. Horizon’ (Cold) and ‘The Firefly 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: | 6 ? | (MG) : ; : 
40-50-75)—‘Hollywood Hotel’ (WB) e Man Proot is headed for fair re- 
with ice carnival on stage. Figures | cb) 9 emda - oe state-t ee 
to garner possible $21,500, okay in| | Pantages and RKO will ee 
view of things. Last week, very low | with ‘You're a S\ 7 evneart bewci 
$15,000 on ‘Damsel in Distress’ [wane comnaues to sow scenes 
(RKO) and Dorothy Stone topping | | while Wells Fargo’ is inding a 
vaude. | x | very profitable third week at the 

Palms-State (United Detroit) ( 3.- | | Paramount 
000: 30-40-50)—‘Bordertown (WB) - Estimates for This Week 
(reissue) and ‘Blossoms on Broad -_ | Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
way’ (Par), dual. Hitting off fan Washington, Jan. 18. 83-1.10-1.65) ‘Snow White and the 
$2,000. Last week, big $11,800 fo! Payday finally rolled around and| Seven Dwart (RKO) 4th week) 
‘Wells Fargo’ (Par) (2d run), plus| the Government clerks who’ve been] Trade holding comparatively strong 
‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par). !broke since their holiday bills the|for this Disney full-length cartoon 

United Artists (United Detroit)! first of the month are seeing films| feature with another $11,000 in sight 
(2,000; 40-50-75)—‘Mannequin’ (MG).] again. Last week all houses opened for current tanza Third week 
Listed as ‘world premiere’ and| fairly strong, but after weekend fell | finished close to $13,000 as estimated, 
ballyed nicely for likely $10,509, fair. | off sadly 3usiness of the town is| QOhinese (Grauman) (2,024: 30-40- 
Last week, *‘Man-Proot’ (MG) ynly jivided between the Palace with | 55075) ‘Man Proot’ (MG) and ‘Char- 
$8,000. | ae ~~ cand the Earle, with] jie Chan’ (20th) dual. Got away to 

————— | ‘Wells Fargo. good start so should have no trouble 

This week the customers are out] hitting $10,700 Last week, ‘Last 

‘HURRICANE’ 13G BLOW: again, but they have only three first-| Gangster’ (MG) and ‘Only Young 
9 runs to chose from. Only one ‘Love }] Once’ (MG), okay $10,000. 

and Hisses,’ at the Capitol, looks Downtown (WB) (1.800: 30-40-55- 

INDPLS. LOOKING UP strong | 65) ‘Hurricane’ (UA) and ‘Expensive 

| Estimates for This Week Husbands’ (WB) dual. Fresh from 

. - _ Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-40-66) it road how Beha at the Carthay 

Indianapolis, Jan. 18. | _<Love and Hisses’ (20th) and stage- | Circle, Hurricane’ opened to smash 

‘Hurricane’ is the big breeze this| show. Out front without too much | trade on initial screening locally at 
week in the first runs and is blow-| competition, heading toward sweet|resular admission and should hit 
ing along at Loew’s to one of the | $21,000 Last week. ‘Bad Man of| very big $15,500 on the week, insur- 
season’s best grosses. Major Bowes’ | Brimstone’ (MG). did fair $18,000. Ing holdover. Last week, five days 
unit at the vaudfilm Lyric with ‘Ser- | Columbia (Loew) (1.583: 24-40) of ‘Tovarich’ ¢W 3) on solo bill, 
geant Murphy’ is in the runner-up | «pocalie’ (MG) (2d run). Third week brought satisfactory $4,200. 
spot with a take considerably above | ,,, main stem for this and its still Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1.10- 
average, while ‘Every Day’s a Holi- | sood foe tide $5,000. Last week,|1.65) ‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) (1st 
day’ at the Indiana is doing okay. | ‘\jan-proof’ (MG) (2d run) held os | week). Preemed at $5.50 top, open- 
All the downtown houses dropped | so, came $5 000 : }ing brought nifty $3,700 and substan- 
their balcony seats from 40c to 30c | wees jae ? ead, tea = | tial biz since then should bring 
nights and Sundays beginning with | Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-66) very neat $13,500 on tnitial stanza, 
their current programs. Every Day’s a Holiday’ (Par) and] piouse dark last week. 

wr os ‘ , Clyde Lucas orch on stage. Opened | , = ee a 
Estimates for This Week lInicely and expected te hola to Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- | $17.500 Last week ‘Wells Fargo’ 65) ‘Hurricane (UA) and ‘Expen ive 
40)—Wells Fargo’ (Par). Bryught | (Par) swell $19,500. Husbands’ (WB) dual. | First week 
— for a repeat engagement fol- | Keith's (RKO) (1.830: 35-55) should end v i ge $16,000. Ree va 
owing its recent success in its hold- | ‘You're a Sweethear’ (UJ). Alice week Povarich ( 3) on five-day 
over session. Take will be $4.000,/ nr... -. ; “~~ | second week, $5,000, very good. 

: , Po aha _ ; Faye apparently not yet the draw par, ee a Le 
okay. Last week, ‘Tovarich’ (WB) | here she is og tat Mgr Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
76 : ade aa she is in other spots and this A 4 , i 
(2d week), lightweight at $2,500. look like a disappointing $9,500 410) ‘She Loved a Fireman’ (FN) and 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- — gogec irtece F ae TDi tence’ | Thoroughbreds Don't Cry’ (MG) 
40)—‘Wise Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Pre- Last week, Damsel in Distress wie egethig. aie ville ei Re a 

— Wise il ; and re (RKO) had worst second week of an dual and vaudeville. Broadway area 
scription for Romance’ (U). Not do- Aaknivg i house history, ending | trade off somewhat so best in sight 
ing a great deal at $4,500. Last | Otc mn nO ®\ is so-so $7,200. Last week, ‘Daugh- 

week, ‘Thrill of Lifetime’ (Par) and | “11 SOTFOWTUE 90,0Ul, , ter of Shanghai’ (Par) and ‘40 

Clyde McCoy band vs. Don Bestor | ,Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—'Tova-| Naushty Girls’ (RKO), $7,400, about 

band on stage did swell $14,500. rich’ (WB) (2d run). Expected to] what was expected. 

Indiana (Katz Dolle) (3.100: 25-30- | follow swell week at Earle with neat Pantaces (Pan) (2812: 30-40-55) 
40)—‘Every Day’s a Holiday’ (Par)| term here, pointing toward $6,500. Ly, ie Wenstaeec!’ «tls aa ‘Pre. 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond’s Revenge’ | Last week, ‘Dr. Syn’ (GB) died pain- Be tion. tas Maen’ tr). Goal 
(Par). Mae West's previous pic- | ful death at $3,900. B ile ard crowds giving this brace 
tures have done much better, but Palace (Loew) (2,363;  35-55)— | 7?" vt gg d for likely $8200. Last 
this one is all right at $7.000. Last | ‘Hurricane’ (UA) (2d week). Still] # a 0 sl dette’ ak Sie 
week’s ‘You're a Sweetheart’ (U) | packs a punch and expected to stick ge = Pane (RKO) po Rislaa a 
was only mild at $4.500. j at nice clip for better-than-oke Love’ (RKO), $3,800, as indicated. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) | $9.500. Last week, same film hit a ae ’ a itn “th 
—Hurricane’ (UA) and ‘Paid to little better than estimated, closing Paramount (I artmar ) (3,999; 30- 
Dance’ (Col). Former pic is prov- | with plump $19, 500. 40-55) _ ‘Wells Fargo (Par) (3d 
ing a powerful magnet; take aoa. week) and stage show. bg rey 
ises to be $13,000. Last week. ‘Last | highly profitable run for final take 
Gangster’ (MG) and ‘Married an Ar- Pi tt Sh n Em How: of $15.500, huge. Second week topped 
tist’ (Col) moderate at $6,000. l owl g | $16,000, very big. ee 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— | | so aoe sar ti p betel . 
‘Carga T a .% Rnwes’ - | sweethear ) an rescription 
a Gk wan’ tiecms 648408, oe | ‘Brimstone’ -Vaude 28G Sire Ws) dala, "ahve Fase 
good. Last week, ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) drew a little better at thi day-dater 
and Ted Lewis band on stage did ; oii than in Hollywood 0 likely $8,500 
$11,500, dandy. ; ; Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. in the till Last weck, ‘Damsel in 

’ ’ | Give ‘em what they want around] Distress’ (RKO) and ‘Living on 
- . | here and recession, weather and | [ove (RKO), three-day second 
* . rog | what-have-you wont make the| week, okay $3,500. 

Providence Still N:S.G.; slishtest difference. That’s borne out State 1) Peay 2.414 20-40- 
‘ i Of this week, with takes on the upswing | 55-75) ‘Man Proof’ (MG) and ‘Char- 
Hotel -\V aude $10,000 again and being paced by socko biz| lie Chan’ (20th) dual. Not display- 

Providence, Jan. 18. | of ‘Bad Man of Brimstone’ and Three ling expected strength at this day- 

Another so-so week is in prospect. | Stooges; Stepin Fetchit stage show at|dater but will likely finish to okay 
Entertainment is rather weak as a/\ the Stanley. and well-liked ‘Holly- | $12,000. Last week, ‘Last Gangster’ 
whole. Two holdovers, instead of the! wood Hotel’ at Penn. 1 (MG) and ‘Only Young Once’ (MQ), 
usual one. ‘Hurricane’ is sticking it | Estimates for This Week | ver y satisfactory $14,700. 
out for another week at Loew's State | ‘ ae 900): 95-25-51 | United Artist's (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
instead of moving over to the Carl-|,.!vin (larris) (2.000, 25-39-30) | | 30-40-55) ‘Last Gangster’ (MG) and 
ton as per custom. As result, “You're She Married bare Ne ony oat ‘Only Young Once’ (MG) dual. Do- 
a Sweetheart’ moved from Majestic | W' land Case (U) Not ung muenling okay on moreover for likely 
to Carlton, but holdover not due to | XPES ed pc this pcb duales a | $3,000 or over. Last week, ‘Love and 
good business as much as it was to) 2/4 Pht execs. gio k TH Hi ’ (20th) and ‘Checkers’ (20th), 
circumstances. ich beyond $5,000. Last week. " 33.500, about as expected 

ee a. ’ la Romance’ (Col) also a disap- “Wils hi re (Fox) (2.296: 30-40-55- 
Estimates for This Week wintment. barely $7,200; anticipated | gs) «pact Gangster’ (MG) nail Only 

Albee (RKO) (2. 200: 25-35-50) } » didnt even come close. Vi scinaal Once’ ( iC; ) dual Moveor o: 
‘Crashing Hollywood (RKO) and Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) | 104 too pase with around $4200 Arai 
‘Living on Love’ (RKO) Nothing Manhattan Merry-Go- Round’ iad Last week. ‘Love and 
much doing here; looks like the; (Rep). Caught on, much to every- Hj (20th) and ‘Checkers’ (20th) 
trailer; $5,800. Last week. ‘She's Got | bods irprise, and at slightly over ist fair $5.400 ; 
Everything’ (RKO) and ‘Wild Inno 1.000 almost got a second weck fol! 
cence’ (Indie), also off at $6.100 itselt Last week, third of ‘Boy of — 

Carlton (Fay's-Loew’s) (1.400; 25-| Streets’ (Mono) n fou days | 
35-50 )—‘ You're a Sweetheart (U> abbed close to $3,000. giving Jackie | important thi week Joo) 
and ‘Prescription for Romance’ (U) nanee flicker a ind $20.000 in 18} unexpected click, $28,000 at | a 
Not likely to go over $3.000. Last} day figure house ra ' excent th 
week, ‘Rosalie’ (MG) wus oke at Penn (Loew-UA) (3.300 en Pa e bands on hol Last 
$4,800. Hollywood Hotel’ (WB) Look ‘ek, “Stand-In’ (UA) 

Fay’s (2.000; 25-35-50»—‘City Girl] like $15,500 anyway, first rate and | $1 9.700 
(20th) and vaude. Pace much better:! around $500 better than ‘Well Warner (WB) (2.000: 25-40 )—‘Great 

hould be around $7.400. Last week.| Fareco’ (Par) last week CG ck” (WB) ! \dventt 

Tarzan’ (20th) poor 36.200 | Stanley (WB) (3.600; 25-40-60) Blonde’ (WB) 7 »* $4,250. fa 

Loew’s Siate (3.200: 25-35-50)— | ‘Bad Man of Brimstone’ (MG ind | good. Last Ro [G) (2d 
‘Hurricane’ (UA) and ‘Paid to Dance’ | Three Stooges-Stepin Fetchil 1 lesh } run) itisiactory at $9,100. 


its good-times’ prices of 65c, the 
: record even topping anything done 
Omaha, Jan. 18. when house played stage shows 
Exhibs are keeping their fingers | with film. : 

crossed these days, as snow flurries It is estimated that the picture 
and wind storms play around this | will get $10.000 or better on its sec- 
territory. Winter thus far has been! ond week Saenzer management al- 
favorable, but gave a seare Thursday | rendv having extended the run for 
(13) and then turned warmer. la third stanza. No picture has ever | 
: Omaha and Orpheum have top | plaved the house three weeks since | 

shows, with Omaha having the edge Jit opened about 10 years azo. 
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Under Exclusive Contract to 


UEL GOLDWYN 


First Productio 


HE ADVENTURES 
OF MARCO POLO 


Released thru United Artists 
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Expect Action by U S. Distribs 


Vs. nam Rejection Law Rash 





With two states in Australi 
ing quota laws carrying rejection 
rights for exhibitors and a simila 
one in anotiier state soon to be ap- 
proved, definite steps to halt 01 
counteract this trend probably will 
be taken by major picture companies 


k in the next few weeks 


in New York 


Thus far this rejection complex in} 


Aussie states has been described as 
mere pin pricks, 
if American “Qiegyecmestergrnigerigins 
companies will be content to sit by 
idly and watch the idea spre ad, 
New South 
Jaw allows exhibs 1242% rejecuon 
right, while Victoria has 25% 
tion privilege. 2 


rej;ec- 
Tasmania’s 25% re- 

jection plan seems assured of be- 
coming a law, after being approved | 
by one house. 

Idea of cutting off this percentage 
of profit from distribs seems a logi- 
cal protective measure on paper, 
but it fails to work out so well in 
practice. Aciually, distribution com- 
panies pass on the loss via upped} 
rentals so that both the exhibitors 
and public pay eventually. 

There also is the likely possibility 
that distribution companies will be} 
aroused into concerted action. 
radical step would be to shut off 
temporarily the supply of pictures, 
with the chance that reverberations 
from such action would force a re- 
vision of rejection clauses, It is 
certain that exhibitors would not be 
content to see their boxoffice take a 
nosedive should the supply of U. S. 
films be materially curbed. 

Close study of the revised New 
South Wales quota will be taken up 
by foreign department heads and the 
Hays organization in the next few 
days. 





Sydney, Jan. 1. 


Martin’s Place, Trafalgar ve nec 


| 
but it is doubtful far serie 


Wales revised quota | 


on Move, 
|outcome of 


OFFICE, 








| Add Exhib He: Healing 
Must Have Seat Charts 


London, Jan. 12. 

Since a radical County Council 
trol of the metropolis, Lon- | 
, exhibitors have received a regu- 
s of shocks in fresh restric- 

tions. Are now groaning under a 
1d that all theatres regu- 
late admi and show an audi- 
um plan in the foyer with prices 

various sections clearly marked. 
Idea in minds of L.C.C. is to elim- 
inate the phonus-bolonus of theatres 
fiddling with prices so as to induce 
waiting patrons unknowingly to pay 
igher admissions than they intend- 

it may be said, is direct 
recent scandal alleged 

against the Curzon, when a patron 








new demar 


sions 


|charged the management with an- 
| nouncing 


cheaper seats as_ full, 
when, in fact, there were two rows 
completely empty. IC.C. Entertain- 


|}ments Committee, when it heard the 
| complaint, 
|tend to permit such tactics and re- 
A| new ed the 


indicated it did not in- 


theatre’s license for 
three months only, so as to see if 
the practice recurred. 


Bernstein Yens 
Retiring, Report; 
Into Producing? 











| 
| 


| | thi s year 


Both the moderation of terms in London, Jan. 18. 
the revised New South Wales quota Sidney Bernstein, leading indie 
and the speed with which changes | owner of picture houses in England, 
were made surprised film industry | is understood to be anxious to dis- 
leaders and political observers. Lo- pose of his theatre holdings and re- 
cal producers generally are satisfied 'tire. Reported he is in active ne- 
with the new 3% for distributors. | gotiation with Gaumont-British, who 
indicating the present studios in this |already have a booking interest in 
state will be capable of handling the | his circuit, to take over the proper- 


necessary production, 


To foreign (U. S.) distribs, the new 
quota means one or two features will 
be required locally per year in con- 
trast to the old act for 1938-39, 
whereby the percentage rose from 
10% to nearly 15%. It’s long been 
admitted that the old quota could 
not be made effective. 

Theatre erection restriction does 
not sit so well with some distribu- 
tors. This regulation provides a gov- 
ernment board to pass on applica- 
tions for theatre construction. Sup- 
posed to halt building in overseated 
centers, though it has been men- 
tioned in parliament that certain dis- 
tributors had threatened to erect op- 
position theatres unless exhibitors 
bought product. 

Today, N. S. Wales has five studios, 
four of which have not been in op- 
eration for some time. Cinesound 
controls two but uses one largely, 
National has one; Mastercraft one, 
and Commonwealth one, Cinesound 
has two features finished, ‘Lovers 


and Luggers’ and ‘Broken Melody,’ | 


while Commonwealth is nearing 
completion on ‘Typhoon Treasure.’ 
National leased its plant to New Era. 
Melbourne unit, for ‘The Avenger.’ 
Mastercraft has been shuttered for 
several years but may be opened via 
Argossy Films, 


Robt. Kreier Named To 
20th’s European Board 
Berlin, Jan. 10. 

Robert A. Kreier, general director 
of the German Fox Film, has been 
made member ~f the European de- 
partment of the board of directors 
o! the 20th Century-Fox, at the same 
time kecying his old post as director 
of the German Fox A.G. 

Distrib head, Erwin Schmidt, was 
chosen as a member of the board of 
directors and is already acting as 
business manager. 








MEX CRIX ORGANIZE 


Mexico City, Jan. 15. 

Newspaper, magazine and radio 
dramatic critics have formed a na- 
tional union. Its first action was to 
present a memorandum to Presi- 
dent Lazaro Cardenas, asserting that 
the government-backed Palace of 
Fine Arts (National Theatre) is fall- 
ing short of its function of spread- 
ing culture by presenting inferior 
entertainment. 


ities on an arrangement whereby he 


| will receive a large payment in cash 
land the remainder in preference 
| shares in the GB circuit. 

His houses, many of which are 
called Granadas, are mostly of large 
capacity, well located, and yielding 
substantial profits. They number 34 
at present and two more are under 
construction, one at Woodford, the 
other at Swansea. Eighteen of them 
are in the London area. 

Although a veteran in the exhibi- 
tor business here, Bernstein is a 
comparatively young man, very am- 
bitious, and the probability of his 
retirement is extremely remote. 
Last year he paid a protracted visit 
to Hollywood, where he spent 
months studying picture production. 
At the time, it was freely predicted 
he intended to embark in the pic- 
ture-making industry. He never de- 
nied these rumors, but when con- 
fronted, always smiled noncomittally 
and let it go at that. He has also 
| been huddling recently with John 
Maxwell, 

Policy at his major theatres em- 
,braces feature pictures, headline 
| variety acts, act organists, etc. Dozen 
| Granadas have been built in the last 
two years at a gross cost of 
$5,000,000. 


JAPANESE MULL 
100-PIC QUOTA 


Tokyo, Jan. 18. 

Japanese government is consider- 
ing a quota on foreign films and 
short subjects which will limit im- 
portations to a selective 100 annual- 
ly. Regulation would be adjustable 
quarterly. 

Exhibitors are hopeful that the 
planned legislation will kecome ef- 
fective by April 1 and help ease the 
complications the current warfare 
has brought. 

















Mexican Tax Boost 


Mexico City, Jan. 5. 

Boost of 100% in the tax on the- 
atre grosses is planned by the gov- 
ernment. Rate is now 15% of the 
gross and the raise would bring it 
to 50%. 

Showmen claim the tilt would put 
them cut of business, but they said 
the same thing when the original 
5% wp was slapped on. 
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Berlin Expects Record 
Year; 65,000,000 Admish 


Berlin, Jan. 8. 

Although 1936 has so far been the 
prize year for tte pic biz here, Ber- 
lin is expecting to set a new record 
with a sale of 65,000,000 
| tickets. 

Looks as if it would work out, for 
already the number of patrons up 
to the end of October in the fore- 
going year totals 50,000,000. In Octo- 
ber alone the increase over the same 
month in ‘36 is over 500,000, so it 
doesn’t look hard to beat the year’s 
record of 61,000,000, 


PANAY BOMBING 


SHOCKS JAPAN; 
GIVE BENEFITS 


Tokyo, Jan. 4. 

Bombing of U.S.S. Panay on the 
Yangtze came as such a shock to 
the Jap public that a wave of sym- 
pathetic feeling for Americans al- 
most instantly swept the entire 
country. Countless meetings were 
held in various cities as expressions 
of regret. 

Among the first of such meetings 
was held by the theatrical profession 
at the Ofuna Studio of Shochiku 
Large number of celebs were present 
and raised a sum of money to be pre- 
sented to the crew and survivors 
Money and comfort bags were de- 
livered to the American Embassy. 





London, Jan. 12. 

General Flims got a headache 
over the ‘Panay’ pictures when they 
announced an exclusive special of 
the incident to comprise three reels 
of Norman Alley’s footage, without 
anticipating material was available 
to competing newsreel organizations. 
When it was discovered Gaumont- 
British News and Movietone had 
1,500 feet of authentic material to 
incorporate in normal issues, Gen- 
eral hastily revised plans, finally 
offering a single 1,000-foot special, 
treating in greater detail sequences 
effectively covered in Universal. 

Pictures drew comparable _ re- 
action to that at first American 
presentations, garnering whole 
pages of national press space, with 
enlarged clips from the films, and 
packing theatres. 





Mexico City, Jan. 11. 

All the real meat wa. sliced out of 
Universal's ‘Sinking of the Panay’ 
by the government's pic censors. 
Sa'l that the clipping, including all 
of the actual bombing and other 
super horror sequences, was done at 
the instance of the Japanese lega- 
tion, 

Pic is now plryine th: swank Cine 
Regis here. It is being intensively 
advertised and is drawing well. 





Norway Nixes Dubbing; 
Denmark Prefers Own 





Oslo, Jan. 10. 
No more dubbed foreign films 
will be shown in Norway—at least 
for some time. After a recent test 
of dubbing, the old system of super- 
imposed titles in Norwegian will be 
used, 

As an experiment, the German 
film, ‘Pan,’ from the book by the 
Norwegian author, Knut Hamsun, 
was dubbed with Norwegian voices 
for local showing. Laid one of the 
costliest eggs of the year. 





Copenhagen, Jan. 10. 

Italy’s most ambitious pic, ‘Scipio 
Africanus,’ was a resounding flop 
here. Played at a first-run house 
that usually keeps films about six 
months, ‘Scipio’ folded after a sin- 
gle week. Beef wasn’t over the 
Mussolini propaganda, but because 
the opus was too long and too dull. 

Another dud here was ‘Yoshi- 
wara,’ French-made Japanese film, 
which ran only a couple of days. 

Biggest foreign film success during 
1937 was Metro’s ‘Good Earth,’ fol- 
lowed by the French ‘Kermesse 
Heroique.’ However, Danish come- 
dies all netted better than the for- 
eign product. 

Most colossal flop of the year was 
‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ (Par), 
which played only four days to 
empty houses. Film’s Danish title 
was ‘To Mennesker’ (‘Two People’). 
House manager said the name was 
about right, since there never were 





more than that many in theatre, 





Nieisen Back to U. S. 


Stockholm, Jan. 18. 


Carl] Nielsen, district manager and 
supervisor of Scandinavian coun- 
tries for 20th-Fox, is leaving his post 
to return to the U. S. after eight 
years of service. 

Film Board of Trade 
him last night. 





banqueted 


Realignment of 20th-Fox district 
| managers in the Scandinavian coun- 
tries has been necessitated by the 
resignation of Carl Nielsen as man- 
ager for Stockholm. T. Isdahl, Jr., 
who had been manager at Oslo, 
Norway, goes to Sweden in the spot 
vacated by Neilsen. E. Mathiesen 
has been moved up to Isdahl’s old 
position as chief over Norway. 
General European headquarters 
of 20th-Fox remains in Paris, with 
the general manager system cover- 
ing principal nations in Europe, 


Universal Starts 
Film Production 








Buenos Aires, Jan. 12. 


First major U. S. company ac- 
tually in local production is Uni- 
versal. Four pictures are mapped 
so far, and first of them, ‘Los 
Caraduros’ (‘Pigheaded Fellows’), is 
already before the cameras at the 
Metropolitan sets. Pic is a musical 
with Roberto Paez and Leonor 
Rinaldi in the leading parts, writ- 
ten and directed by Ernesto Vilches. 

U will release 36 films in Argen- 
tina during 1938. 





Argentine film releases during 
1937 amounted to 552 pictures, 
against 516 in 1936. From these 552 
pictures, 392 or 71% are U. S. prod- 
uct. Second importer is England 
with 40 films, 35 pics came from 
Germany, 23 are French, nine Span- 
ish, nine Italian, five Mexican, and 
one Hungarian, Egyptian, Austrian, 
Palestine, Polish, Russian, Arabian, 
Armenian, respectively. 

Argentine national 
contributed 31 pictures. 


HAKE TO AUSSIE ON 
20TH FOX FILM DEALS 


Sydney, Jan. 4. 
20th-Fox will send Clay Hake 
here in charge of ‘Old Chicago,’ it 
has been learned. Trade is wonder- 
ing whether Hake will stay in terri- 
tory to handle further 20th biz in 
an official capacity. 


It will be remembered that Wal- 
ter Hutchinson came to Australia 
years ago with ‘Over the Hill’ and 
stuck to run affairs for the local 
organization. John Nolan came out 
with ‘Cavalcade’ and also stuck to 
take charge of official running. 
Whether Hake will stick to take 
charge of any local job remains to 
be seen. When Hutchinson was out 
recently he suggested certain moves 
and the tips are around that fur- 
iher surprises are in store, 

Joe Hummell, Warners, is also 
here, on his third trip. Ralph 
Clarke, Warner's local boss, has gone 
across to New Zealand to welcome 
Hummell. 


production 








Mexico’. § Air- Film Meet 





Mexico City, Jan. 10. 
New officers of the Mexican film 
producers’ association are: John Pe- 
zet, prez; Jose Saigo Piquer, v.p.: 
Salvador Buenu, treasurer, and 

Eligio Hidalgo Alvarez, secretary. 
Mexican film and air artists and 
directors have organized the Cine 
Radio club, headquarters of which 
are Pasco de la Reforma, 156, here. 
Officers are Alfonso Sanchez Tello, 
pic producer, prez; Roberto Cantu 
Roberts, also a producer, v.p., and 
Juan Garcia, radio artist, secretary, 








|laws 


In Buenos Aires 
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New Tax Law May Shutter Every 
Film House in France; 25% Boost 


+ 


Paris, Jan. 10. 

Every large cinema in the country 
may close its doors as the result of 
a law passed by the Chamber and 
Senate just before rising for the 
January recess, 

Statute, which was rushed through 
at the last minute but has not yet 
become effective, calls for a 
tax on show cases of certain cate- 
gories with a lessening of taxes for 
certain types of other houses. Draft- 
ed and presented by Communist 
Deputy Berlioz, its terms are as fol- 
lows: 

Lowering by 25% of the state tax 
for cinema houses whose programs 
include stage shows or a pit orches- 
tra. 

Raise of 25% on the state tax for 
cinema ,house whose monthly re- 
ceipts exceed $65,000 and whose pro- 
grams do not include stage shows 
or a pit orchestra. 

Conditions of application shall be 
fixed by a decree making the above 
stipulations effective. 

One look at the above conditions 
shows just what the law can do for 
the film business in this country, 
which vitally includes the exploita- 
tion of American films. Taking 
everything into consideration, the 
seems difficult and in some 
cases practically impossible to ap- 


new 


| ply. 


Immediately the terms of the bill 
became known associations and 
unions of film distributors, owners 
and directors of cinema houses got 
busy to see what measures could 
be taken to prevent its eventual ap- 
plication, 

In Paris alone as many as 50 
houses would be affected by the 
new law. Number is much higher 
for the entire country. And the ap- 
plication of the law in practically 
every one of them would call for 
a complete reorganization of the 
business lines now being followed. 

Managers say the addition of or- 
chestras would in some places raise 
operating costs as much as 50%. 
That figure, however, would also in- 
clude an additional tax which is 
levied on houses now carrying or- 
chestras or offering stageshows. 

Joker of the law is that if it were 
applied in some houses as they are 
presently constructed the police, un- 
der existing laws, would be forced 
to close the show cases. Hundreds 
of cinema houses have been built 
for films only, have no stage or have 
ones not built to permit stageshows, 


How It Works Out 


Just how that would work was ex- 
plained by M. Umansky, who directs 
the three large Paris houses, Le 
Paris, Cinema de l'Avenue and 
Cinema Lord Byron. ‘Arbitrary 
character of this tax is without 
comparison in any other industry,’ 
he said, ‘and creates a dangerous 
precedent. 

‘If we don’t use orchestras or at- 
tractions we have to pay an addi- 
tional 25% tax. On the other hand 
if we do put in orchestras and va- 
riety acts our houses would be im- 
mediately closed by the police. And 
if we have to meet the regulations 
we would have to undertake re- 
constructions costing from $12,000 
to $20,000 at least.’ 

As far as the Americans are con- 
cerned they can only fight through 
the distributors and house managers 
organizations here as there is noth- 
ing in the treaty to protect them 
on this French move. Treaty says 
the French government will take no 
new measures which would have the 
effect of placing American films in 
a position in comparison to French 
films or those of any other foreign 
country less favorable than that 
which they now enjoy. As this hits 
all alike the Yanks can only throw 
their weight in with the French to 
prevent the eventual application of 
the new regulations, 

Film circles here are at a loss to 
understand how such a measure 
ever saw light as it shows a com- 
plete lack of understanding of the 
film business. Its passage for one 
thing was a sop to musicians—who 
threatened to strike over the holi- 
days unless something was done for 
their plight—and, of course, music 
hell performers, 

Negotiations are progressing be- 
tween the Syndicate of Cinema 
House Directors and the Distribu- 
tors’ Syndicate as to what imme- 
diate steps to take to shelve the 
eventual application of the law. As 
a final resort they still hold the big 
club of closing every cinema house 
in the country until at least a more 
moderate and applicable measure 
Passed to take its place, 
































*VARIETY’'S’ LONDON OFFICE, 
. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


8 St 








ne. 


Expect No Anglo-U. S. Trade Pact 
For Months: 


Little likelihood that any Anglo- 
American trade treaty can be per- 
fected between U. S. and England 
until months :fter March 31, when 
industry leaders expect a new Brit- 
ish quota law, when old act expires. 

Proposed trade treaty has been 
only discussed thus far and delibera- 
tions may consume a full year. Any 
workable trade pact with Great 
Britain is figured by political ob- 
servers to take precedence over any 
quota law that may be passed by 
England. Hence, the importance at- 
tached to forthcoming discussions so 
that film industry may be properly 
represented in trade schedules. 

Consensus of opinion currently in 
the industry is that the greatest hope 
of relief for U, S. distributors in the 
British market is this treaty. Con- 
sequently, picture company execu- 
tives are more than mildly pleased 
that Joseph T. Kennedy shortly will 
be officially okayed by Congress as 
Ambassador to England. 

As Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull's man on the spot, Kennedy 
doubtlessly will be able to carry on 
negotiations with keen insight be- 
cause of his long contact and famili- 
arity with the picture business of 
this country. It is well recognized 
in the industry that his spotting in 
the important British post is a real 
break for the film business. 

U. S. Undecided 

With the British quota scheduled 
for passage before the end of next 
month, production and foreign de- 
partments of most U. S. companies 
are still undecided on definite plans 
for extensive producing schedules in 
England, It all will depend on the 
ultimate wording of the new quota. 

Production under the new English 
quota for U. S. companies will de- 
pend to considerable extent on 
whether the letter of the law is ob- 
served under the new regulations or 
the spirit of the measure is followed 
to a reasonable extent. 

If merely the letter of the measure 
is followed, major companies here 
would depend largely on English- 
made product or films turned out 
possibly in Australia. Would mean 
a maximum of $75,000 quickies. 

However, any reasonable British 
quota may find numerous American 
producers going in for extensive 
film-making on English soil under 
their own company supervision and 
direction. Some in the industry be- 
lieve that this will go far toward 
improving England’s film business as 
desired by quota framers. 

Actually feature production by 
American companies for English 
quota will cost more than the same 
Hollywood feature. Reason is ob- 
vious to veteran producers. Every- 
thing on the Coast is operating at 
maximum efficiency, while the pro- 
duction setup in England would 
gradually have to be brought up to 
a comparative level, 

Thus it is estimated that a feature 
costing $500,000 to produce in Holly- 
wood would be budgeted at $600,000 
or more in England, even with U. S. 
company guidance and methods. 
Average $1,000.000 feature is figured 
to cost $1,200,000 or more if dJupli- 
cated with the same quality in Eng- 
land or away from Hollywood. 

Producers naturally are hopeful 
that such a margin may be reduced. 
However, they are inclined to think 
that a special quota picture depart- 
ment or supervisor, either for each 
company, or group of them, will be 
essential in Hollywood. Such an ex- 
pert, familiar with American produc- 
tion and foreign field, would be able 
to earmark sets, costumes, etc., from 
certain Hollywood features as they 
are being made as deemed suitable 
for a quota picture, 





And in London— 
London, Jan. 10. 

Quota situation is much alive, 
though the parliamentary committee 
does not meet till Feb. 3. Greatest 
stimulus has been aroused by the 
general request of Oliver Stanley, 
Board of Trade head, for opinions 
on his alternative proposal sub- 
mitted as a compromise on a di- 
vorced quota plan. This proposition 
would have British pictures not reg- 
istered for distributors’ quota renk- 
ing for distributors’ quota on a .wo- 
for-one basis, 

Stanley proposal seems to hav2 a 
chance of approval. Assertion of 
C. M. Woolf that reciprocity was 
Virtually essential for better class of 
British productions partly clarified 
the air, He and other leaders in the 
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Favor Reciprocity 


A” . . %« 
45 Mex Films in 737; 
Pian 60-65 This Year 
Mexico City, Jan, 18. 
Mexican film production in 1937 
totaled 45, including three subjects 
in color and two animated cartoons, 








an innovation in this country. 

Production this year is to be be-| 
tween 60 and 65 productions. Stu- | 
dios are booked up full until the | 
end of April. More studios are to 
be established. Much American | 
equipment is to be purchased for 
them. 


MEXICO SEEKS 
WORLD RELEASE: 


Mexico City, Jan. 10. 

Bid for world distribution is te be 
made by the latest Mexican pic pro- 
ducer, Films de Artistas Mexicanas 
Asociadas (FAMA), headed by Fran- 
cisco de P. Cabrera. Gets under way 
with the making here of ‘Refugidos 
en Madrid’ (‘Refugees in Madrid’), 
tale of the experiences of those who 
found asylum in the Mexican em- 
bassy during the darkest days in the 
former Spanish government capital. 
Film, which is to have English titles, 
will be released about the end of 
March. Arrangements’ are being 
made for extensive exhibition in the 
U.S. and elsewhere abroad, 

Damage suit for $14,000 has been 
started by FAMA against Miguel Li- 
gero, Imperio Argentina’s leading 
man, who is accused of pocketing 
$1,400 and failing to fulfill his con- 
tract to come to Mexico for the lead 
in ‘Refugees.’ Ligero is now working 
for Ufa in Berlin. His films have 
been boycotted in Mexico by the 
powerful Confederation of Mexican 
Workers and Farmers until he clears 
himself with FAMA. 


Danish Exhib Licenses 
For Film People Only 


Copenhagen, Jan. 8. 


Enormous profits formerly made 
by film exhibs will be cut to normal 
as a result of a new ruling on the 
issuance of licenses by the Minister 
of Justice, it is reported. At the 
same time, licenses will be issued to 
film people exclusively, 

Formerly were given to retired 
actors, down-and-out legit managers, 
widows with important connections, 
relatives of government officials, etc. 





Copenhagen Fire Hits 
Foreign Film Outlet 


Copenhagen, Jan. 8. 
Cigaret stub left under a seat 
last week caused a fire that de- 
stroyed the Park theatre, one of 
Copenhagen’s largest and best-situ- 
ated pic houses. Loss is estimated 
at $250,000. Shirley Temple's ‘Wee 
Willie Winkie’ was the current film. 
License for the house was owned 
by the Copenhagen Sports Stadium. 
Ahl-Nielsen was director. Destruc- 
tion of the theatre is figured a wal- 
lop to foreign distribs, since it was 
one of the few remaining houses 
playing American product. Most of 

the others show only Danish films. 











| which the 
| the Dutch. 





‘Modern Times’ in Tokyo 


Tokyo, Jan. 3. 

Charley Chaplin’s ‘Modern Times’ 
has been definitely booked for 
simultaneous release Feb. 9 in 12! 
Shochiku spots in Tokyo, Osaka. | 
Kobe and Kyoto. 
First time any pic has had such! 
wide simultaneous release. 





British industry are credited with | 
hoping that some quota measure will | 
be constituted which will enable 
worthwhile British-made features to 
secure business in the U. S., thereby | 
returning a reasonably proportion of | 
negative costs. Present idea is to} 
incorporate such in the act so that | 
these American companies would be | 
relieved of some quota obligations. 
Studios here are at low 


ebb awaiting quota det 





production | 
‘imiination. 


ITALY’S OPERATIC PIX 


Filming Verdi’s ‘Rigoletto’—Schipa 
and Gigli Prods. 





Rome, Jan. 11. 
producing company, Era 
with Vittorio Mussolini as 


New 
Films, 


‘ ; ; pes 
president, is making a pic version 


of Verdi’s opera, ‘Rigoletto,’ and do 
ing another yarn based on the com- 
poser’s life. Tito Schipa has just 
finished a film, ‘Chi Piu Felice di 
Me’ (‘Who Is Happier Than I?’) for 
S.A.F.A., with music by himself. An- 
other operatic star, Beniamino Gigli, 
has wound up work in ‘Solo per Te’ 
(‘For You Alone’), 


Other pix in production here in- 


| clude an Italian-French effort and 


‘Tre Desideri’ (‘Three Desires’), 
Madeleine Carroll is to 
play the lead in an Italo-French 
production, ‘Venice Carneval,’ with 
Tullio Carminati in a leading part. 

Finally there is a joint Anglo- 
Italian documentary filmgin Techni- 
color, showing various scenes in 
Rome, including interior color shots 
of Saint Peter’s church and unusual 
views of other historic spots. It has 
just been finished. 


JAPS THREATEN 
CENSORSHIP, 
SHANGHAI 


Shanghai, Jan. 3. 
Japanese having taken over the 





censorship of films in Peiping and 
Tientsin, now are determined to in- 
terfere with the Shanghai Interna- 


~ ° | 
tional Settlement censorship. Purely 
perfunctionary measure, but em-| 


barrassing to local distribs, 


Chinese Government censors have | 


not been functioning since October. 
In keeping with military policy of 


Japanese, they assert the right to! 


act as did the Chinese previously. 


Very little actual interference is not | 


anticipated, but their actions will 
delay screening of films for several 
weeks, 

Probable charge will be $6 per 500 
meters, running upwards of $30 per 
feature. Meanwhile Jap _ propa- 
ganda films pass without customs 
duties and are shown in controlled 
sections of the Settlement. 

President Roosevelt’s recent peace 
speech in Chicago, recorded in news- 
reels, has been banned from Shang- 
hai screen by censors for the Inter- 
national Settlement. No reasons 
have been given. U. S. Consul-Gen- 
eral E. C. Gauss has indicated he 
will not interfere, but L. Paulson, 
local rep for 20th-Fox, has appealed 
to Stirling Fessenden, Secretary- 
General of the Council. Little hope 
of success, however, 

Japanese, violating the Shanghai 
International areas, arrested Yen 
Chun-tang, prominent Chinese film 
director, together with his wife and 
children, Family were later re- 
leased, but Yen is still held, al- 
legedly because he had made anti- 
Japanese pictures. 





Tucker’s London Hit; 


Set for Circuit Tour 
London, Jan. 10. 


Charlie Tucker’s vaudeville unit, 
‘Variety's Show Boat,’ — starring 
‘Hutch’ (Leslie Hutchinson), Billy 
Bennett, Owen McGiveney and Bill 
Bailey, last here with the Cotton 
Club revue, at the Palladium, 
opened at Stratford Empire, and 
looks set for a year’s run. 

Show is already booked for 22 
weeks on the General Theatres Cor- 
poration circuit, and Val Farnell, the 
GTC booker, who saw it opening 
night, is ready for more dates. Ex- 
pected week’s takings will be around 
$6,000, which is near record for the 
house. 


One of the best bits in the show is 


| The Wager,’ which McGiveney is re- 


viving from 10 yrars ago, when he 
played it around the Moss tour, with 


| Billy Bennett. 





LIL HARVEY'S CO-OP 


Berlin, Jan. 8. 


Reported that Lilian Harvey is set 
to star in a new German-lItalian co- 


'op pic to be made in Rome. 


Film, which will have its setting 
in Capri, is to be in two languages, 


talians are doing with | 
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U.S. Acts Click in Eng. 


Leadon, Jan. 10. 

Cabaret openings include Harriett 
| Hutchins, at Ciro’s, pleasing the cus- 
| tomers with her sophisticated mate- 
rial, and Joan Andrews, youthful 
who is doing nicely. 

| Savoy hotel has Brown and La 
| Hart, coupla skaters over here some 
is years ago, and still arresting. 

| Three Music Hall Boys return to 
| Berkeley hotel for four weeks, and 
| then to the Savoy and Ritz hotels. 





songstress 





| 
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NIX PLANS FOR 
"38 PARIS EXPO 


| 
| 


Paris, Jan. 10. 

| Proposed Paris expo in 1938 died a 
quick death at the hands of the Sen- 
| ate after having been passed by the 
Chamber of Deputies by a medium 
majority. 

Paris Municipal Council gave the 
38 expo a unanimous wote and the 
cabinet was in favor of another year. 
When the chamber put its o.k. on 
continuation M. Caillaux, president 
of the senate finance committee, 
went to work to stop it. 

Premier Chautemps entered the 
argument himself, pleading the ne- 
| cessity of propaganda at the present 
| time. Debates had lasted only an 
!hour and a half when M. Caillaux 
| rushed the bill to a vote that killed 
it, 224 to 73. Caillaux’s theory was 
that the expo could not be reopened 
| without the same delay that occurred 
last year, putting the opening date 
some time in June or July. 

Furthermore, he stated the coun- 
try could not stand@the extra expense 
necessary for continuation and that 
should the country be able to stand 
further taxation to get the funds 
they would be better spent on na- 
tional defense. 

Demolition of pavillions has al- 
ready begun, but at least four 
| months will be necessary to clear the 
grounds. Press propaganda has been 
; running high to save some of the 
buildings for at least another year 
and open a totally French show. Nu- 
merous attempts have been made to 
save the Palace of Discovery in the 
Grand Palais and keep it as a science 
museum. It is doubtful, however, 
that anything will remain besides the 
permanent grounds improvements, 
the Trocadero and the new Modern 
Art Museum. 


Slight Rise in British 
Film Production in ’37 


London, Jan. 10. 

Slight increase in the number of 
British films was registered during 
| 1937 as compared with previous year. 
Features totalled 225, against 222 in 
1936. In this period, 571 foreign fea- 
tures and 562 shorts were registered. 
Only 211 British shorts in the same 
period. 

Included in British features were 
four registered for exhibitor quota 
only. Of the total feature footage of 
| 5,165,188 feet, local origin was repre- 

sented by 1,420,452 feet. Noteworthy 
point is registering of certain British 
features and shorts for exhib quota 
; only. Reported this was done on ad- 
vice of present Advisory committee, 
this gives precedent for similar tac- 
tics in new quota act. 








New Mex Film Co. 


Mexico City, Jan. 18. 

Another film production enterprise 
established here. It is 
'Superproduction Mexicanos, S. A., 
and Santiago Reachi, member of a 
noted family in the amusement 
world, is chairman of the board. 
Company has a paid up capital of 
$560,000, all Mexican subscribed. It 
is to produce three features, each 
costing $85,000, a new high for Mexi- 
can pic making, before summer. 
Headquarters of the company are at 
| Balderas, 32,- here. 

Fernando de Fuentes, ace Mexican 
director. is to handle these produc- 
tion which are to have titles in 


ha been 


Sydney, Jan. 15. 

Free-for-all battle for product bee 
tween Greater Union Theatres and 
Hoyt’s neared a climax here today 
when Charles Munro, of Hoyt’s, final- 
ized terms with Warner Bros. to take 
its product on a 10-year deal. Same 
pact was made with RKO and United 
Artists, and a three-year-old agree- 
ment with Columbia. Joe Hummel 
represented Warner's in the first con- 
tract deal. 


Munro also fixed a long-termer 
for the same product for the Snider- 
Dean affiliation with Hoyi’s key city 
theatres, registered as National The- 
atres. 


With G.U.T. and Hoyt at each 
other’s throats for the last 18 months 
or more, some 
claim that the distributors, espe- 
cially U.S., have been having a field 
day. Competition between the two 
circuits in this bitter fight for life- 
blood in their theatres operations, 
good films, naturally ha benefited 
the distribs in securing better rental 
deals. 


sideline partisans 


Competition between the two the- 
atre outfits has attracted American 
companies to the situation. Result 
has been that there probably have 
been more foreign (U.S.) film rep- 
resentatives in Australia in the last 
two years than at any time in the 
previous 10 years. 

Deal on Warner’ Bros., RKO, 
United Artists and Columbia pic- 
tures about clear. up the slate. 20th- 
Fox is set because of heavy hold- 
ings in Hoyt’s. Understanding is that 
Universal, alone, has to consummate 
a deal and that probably will be with 
GUE. 

Metro has three outlets via its own 
theatres in Brisbane, Sydney and 
Melbourne. Paramount thus far is 
okay for distribution because of the- 
atre deals. It gets its product into 
the Prince Edward, Sydney, through 
the franchise the company holds 
while the Capitol in Melbourne is 
owned by Par. 

National Theatres is listed as have 
ing a capitalization of $90,000. Munro, 
Sam Snider and George Dean are the 
directors. 


JAPAN’S SHORTS PASH; 
PRODUCING AND EXHIB 


Tokyo, Jan. 3. 

Japan has become _ intensively 

shorts-conscious. Evidences of it 
can be seen all over the country. 
Japan Moving Pictures Production 
Co. has been organized to produce 
shorts exclusively. Idea is to make 
films suitable for export. First pro- 
duction is now before the cameras 
at the Fuji studios. 
Sempucu department store, in the 
Shinjuku sector, has opened a news- 
reel theatre in its building. Idea is 
to draw customers into certain de- 
partments, particularly the restau- 
rant and soda fountain. Admish is 
six cents. 

Announced also that Gaumont Ac- 
tualities, French newsreel outfit, is 
sending a crew to Japan to make a 
number of shorts. Expect to be here 
about six months, then move on to 
China if conditions permit, 


Mexico City, Jan. 18. 

Cinematografica Latinoamericano, 
S. A. (CLASA), which was recently 
reorganized with the backing of Al- 
berto J. Pani, ex-finance minister 
and a leading capitalist, is to com- 
plete this year its contract with the 
federal government for the produc- 
tion of 52 shorts. These subjects, 
mostly two-reelers, deal with public 
works, industrial development and 
tourist lore. 

They are to be widely exhibited 


abroad under government au pices, 


London Legit Co-Op 


London, Jan. 10. 
First West End theatre co-opera- 
tive will be Herbert Farjeon’s revue 
enterprise at Little theatre, when 
every member of the con pany from 
leading lady to doorman will receive 
the same minimum salary each week, 
Position will, however, be equalized 
by distributing varying percentages 

of profits throughout the company. 
Plan has approval of every person 

in the unit from the author down. 
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Everything TOVARICH | 


: you elt | d fo ol 
wish — 


Melville Cooper, lsabel Jeans) 
' =< (Dick Powell, Rosemary Lane, 


= 


Hugh Herbert, The Hollywood Hote! 

Program with Louella Parsons and 

Frances Langford, Benny Goodman 
& His Swing Band, Lola Lane) 


THE 
INVISIBLE | 


MENACE 


(Boris Karloff, Marie Wilson, 
Eddie Craven) 


YOUR LADY | 
: (Humphrey Bogart, Frank McHugh, 
| Louise Fazenda, Nat Pendleton, 
Penny Singleton, Allen Jenkins, 
| The Weaver Brothers and Elviry) 
B RO S a. | 
° =  PENROD 


| | AND HIS TWIN | 
FT GR YoMemee BROTHER 


Frank Craven, Spring Byington) 
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YOU Fi 


(In Technicotor: George Brent, 
Olivia de Havilland, Claude Rains, 
Margaret Lindsay) 





Ds 
oe 
ND IT 


(Bette Davis, Henry Fonda, George 


Brent, Donald Crisp, Margaret Lindsay, 
Fay Bainter, Richard Cromwell) 








FOOLS FOR 
SCANDAL 


(Carole Lombard, Fernand Gravet, 
Ralph Bellamy, Allen Jenkins, 
Isabel Jeans, Marie Wilson) 











_THE KID 
COMES BACK 


(Wayne Morris!) 


LOVE HONOR | 
AND BEHAVE 


(Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane, 
and ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen’’) 








THE DUDE 
RANCHER 


(Dick Powell, Pat O’Brien ’ 
Priscilla Lane, Johnnie Davis, 
Frank McHugh, Dick Foran) 








GIRLS ON 
PROBATION 


(Season’s Exploitation Special!) 

















THE ADVENTURES OF 


ROBIN HOOD 


(in. Technicolor; Errol Flynn 
Olivia de Havilland, Basil Rathbone, 
Claude Rains, Melville Cooper, 
Eugene Pallette, lan Hunter, Alan Hale, 
Patric Knowles, Una O’Connor) 





GOLD 
DIGGERS 


IN PARIS 


(Rudy Vallee, Rosemary Lane, 

Priscilla Lane, Johnnie Davis, 

Hugh Herbert, Allen Jenkins, 
Melville Cooper, Penny Singleton) 














SLIGHT CASE 


OF MURDER 


(Edward G. Robinson, Jane Bryan, - 
Allen Jenkins, Ruth Donnelly, 
Witlard Parker) 


OVER THE 
WALL 


(By Warden Lewis E. Lawes!) 


WHITE 
BANNERS 


(By the Author of ‘Green Light’!) 











HE COULDN'T 
SAY NO 


(Frank McHugh, Jane Wyman, 
Cora Witherspoon) 








WOMEN ARE 
LIKE THAT 


(Kay Francis, Pat O’Brien, 
Ralph Forbes, Melville Cooper, 
Thurston Hall) 
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The Girls Eye View 


By Marian Squire 





Walt Disney’s Big Little Novelty 

Walt Disney’s ‘Snow White’ bowed in at the Music Hall Thursday (13) 
with the longest credit list known to the cinema industry, This first 
feature-length animated cartoon lives up to its ballyhoo from the beauty 
and spectacle angle—which takes a bit of doing. It is a fascinating piece 
of work from a technical standpoint, but the question 1s, would you care 
to see another one? Mr. Disney is said to be planning a second, even more 
ambitious one on the same order, and after all, too much of animated 





drawings are apt to be something like Charlie McCarthy without Edgar 
Bergen. 

The picture is delicate, gentle and lovely—but even the little kiddies 
today are geared to a swifter pace, what with radio thrillers available 
at a touch of their bloodthirsty little paddies, and western and gangster 
films at the neighborhood picture houses. As a steady diet, the little ones— 
and their parents—will probably prefer, from Mr, Disney's facile imagi- 
nation, Mickey M. and Donald D. 

‘Snow White’ is unquestionably a magnificent feat and well worth seeing 
if only out of respect for the ambitious and painstaking work of Mr. 
Disney and his imposing staff. But after the ohs and ahs of wonder are 
disposed of, it will take just as much plot and story to keep an audience | 
seated happily for two hours watching imaginary characters as it does 
to keep them interested in more solid performers. 

Music Hall’s Periodical Plugs 

Several publications get a plug in the Music Hall stage show with the 
‘Magazine Rack’ theme. The ballet represents the French L‘Illustration 
in powder blue ballet dresses, sprinkled with pink roses and dark blue 
velvet sashes. The Glee Club with Viola Philo, is in the Sphere sequence, 
and Whitey and Ed Ford appear for Punch, 

Life (goes to a party) with an Elsa Maxwell mistress of ceremonies in 
black velvet with rhinestones, cowboy hat and neckerchief. Assorted sun- | 
bonnet and western costumes give the barn dance flavor. The Rockettes, 
as milkmaids, give a splash of color with polka dot blue short dresses 
over white ruffles, white ruffled bonnets and bright red gloves. 





‘Man Proof’ and a Miscast Gigolo 


Three authors operated on the Fanny Heaslip Lea novel, “The Four 
Marys’, to produce ‘Man Proof’ for no apparent reason except to heckle 
nice people like Myrna Loy, Franchot Tone and Walter Pidgeon, The 
scenario drops an itinerant father, who figured in the original story, but 
there isn’t anything Pop could have done toward making the film con- 
crete. Endless gabfests employed to delineate the plot serve only to 
weary the audience. 

Pidgeon, especially, suffers from casting. A strong, almost rugged type, 
you are asked to believe that he is a fickle playboy with a touch of gigolo. 
Mr. Pidgeon simply is not the male gold-digger type. 

Miss Loy looks exceptionally well in a bridesmaid outfit—full skirt, 
transparent gown and enormous horsehair hat tied under the chin with 
narrow ribbons. 

Rosalind Russell is a bride in a high, medieval headdress and flowing 
train, made of something that looks like cellophane, and gallantly accepts 
her husband’s philandering in various flowing negligees and in a metal 
cloth dirndl evening gown with draped neck and full gathered skirt. 
Nana Bryant, in neat black, with touches of white, is Miss Loy’s authoress- 
mother. 

Franchot Tone has the unhappy chore of spouting reels of boyish 
philosophy and brotherly advice. A boxing bout dragged in to liven 
the proceedings, doesn’t. 

‘I Met My Love Again’—and Tempus Fugit 

Some femme novelists have the trick of dragging a will-she-get-her-man 
yarn into about 60,000 words, and making enough splash to lure a picture 
company buy. And then what happens? Sometimes, something like ‘I Met 
My Love Again’ happens—in short, nothing in particular. 

The author has the privilege of describing the same situation over and 
over again, in different words. But the performer, confronted by identical 
scenes, must of necessity display the same emotions, to the point of weari- 
some repetition. 

For nearly two hours (10 pictured years) Joan Bennett is on the verge 
of marrying Henry Fonda when something happens—and there you have 
‘I Met My Love Again,’ nee Allene Corliss’ ‘Summer Lightning.’ 

Miss Bennett is convincingly 18 in a twin sweater outfit and slim skirt, 
her soft hair falling below her shoulders. A superior cast, including Dame 
May Whitty, the Alans Baxter and Marshall, Dorothy Stickney and Louise 
Platt, is wasted on the opus. 

Miss Platt, who bears a faint resemblance to a muted and softened 
Katharine Hepburn, is a wilful heiress in casual sports clothes. Her lone 
evening gown is black drop shoulder effect, a corsage of artificial flowers 
at the low decolletage. 

Miss Bennett wears a floating angel sleeved white chiffon with a roll of 
the material twisted across the neckline. 

Henry Fonda, when he becomes a professor, is given spectacles to indi- 
cate the passage of 10 years—much to the amusement of the audience as 
the likable young man is the same Henry Fonda, with glasses. Miss Ben- 
nett marks the years by putting her hair up in a neat little roll. 


Jarrett and Ash Should Get Together 

Art Jarrett, heading the Roxy stage bill, was startled out of his white- 
toothed smile Friday (14) when he and Roxy orchestra leader Paul Ash 
failed to connect at the finish of ‘Nice Work if You Can Get It.’ Mr. 
Jarrett was all through when he discovered that Mr, Ash had quite a few 
notes left over. 

For the singer’s ‘Rosalie,’ the Gae Foster girls assist, wearing daffodil 
yellow skirts dotted with blue flowers and blue brassieres. The girls open 
in red and blue jerkins over a few inches of swing skirt for a conglomera- 
tion of modern hot dances. Specialty dancers in collegiate clothes of 
Harlem pink and Bleeker street greens and reds. 

Faith Hope wears trim black riding habit to put her two-man ‘horse’ 
through his paces. Maysy and Brach alarm the customers with acrobatics, 
understander Brach mounted on a unicycle. 

Edna Hall sings in a horizontal striped sweater with white swing skirt 
and calot. 

Replete With Marquee Names 

‘Hollywood Hotel’ is crawling with names, specialties and more bands 
than you could wave a baton at—but the outstanding feature of the film 
is Alan Mowbray’s superb portrayal of a gent whose soul mates are eggs. 


Frances Langford wears a man tailored light suit with black ascot and 
hat with a change to white bugle-bead evening frock for ‘Silhouette in 
the Moonlight’ with Jerry Cooper. 

Tailored suits and dresses are worn by Rosemary Lane, with a switch 
to hip-swathed Oriental effect evening gown when doubling for the 
pie star. 

For her broadcast, Miss Parsons wears a low cut white lace, the neck 
outlined with a tiny ruffle, and a long glittering black and white necklace. 

Glenda Farrell is simply dressed as the star’s secretary. Miss Farrell 
could have more to do, but she makes the most of the cracks allotted her. 

The dialog can hold its own in fast company, the lags coming mainly 
in the long drawn out band numbers. The day hasn't arrived yet when a 
band can hold on the screen as it does on the stage. 





Not Particularly Annoying 

If an actress has an extra talent that she doesn’t care to exhibit in 
public, she’d better not let her film bosses learn of it. If she can bake a 
cake or stand on her head, and the studio finds it out, it will be bally- 
hooed to the world and incorporated in her next picture. F’rinstance, 
Simone Simon sings in ‘Love and Hisses.’ Someone found out that she 
could manage a tune without going off key. Certainly, her voice hasn't 
the richness for parlor numbers, and it doesn’t seem to have whatever 
is required for torrid ditties. Her small voice is not particularly an- 
noying. It just doesn’t matter much one way or the other. 
A little-girl type, Miss Simon is dressed mostly in clothes of the wide- 
eyed variety. Black suspender practice trunks with a sheer white blouse 
serve for her initial song. And there is the inevitable bolero dress, given 


|}a more Spanish flavor with a Cabalerro hat, crown draped with a long 


scarf. An evening gown combines quaintness and knowingness with a full 
spangled net telephone doll skirt, and a top consisting of a scarf around 
the neck, halter style, and the wide ends secured to the skirt in front. 
That's all there is above the waist. 

Walter Winchell continues his ‘feud’ with Ben Bernie. Also dramatizes 
the famous Winchell Walloping, or the Mystery of the Crowned Columnist. 
Teaming hectic Joan Davis with Bert Lahr has the earmarks of in- 
spiraticn. ilm swarms with Broadway atmosphere, tunes that all faithful 
dialers are now familiar with — and eases in a whopping marquee plug 
for the same company’s forthcoming ‘Sally, Irene and Mary.’ 





Fredric March’s Jean Lafitte 


A black mustache, black eye-circles and a French accent disguise Fredric 
March as blustering Jean Lafitte in ‘The Buccaneer,’ lusty saga of piracy 
and patriotism. Mr. March, with the aid of the makeup boys, fits well into 
the old fashioned scene, and he clings consistently, if a bit stiltedly at 
times, to the accent. The flesh is willing, but the spirit isn’t swashbuckling. 
He doesn’t seem quite happy with the command of 1,000 pirates—but 
maybe Lafitte wasn’t happy, either. 

Everyone else is having a marvelous time, including the two picture 
purloiners, Akim Tamiroff as Napoleon’s ex-cannoneer, and Walter Bren- 
nan in the much smaller part of General Jackson’s aide. Hugh Sothern as 
General Jackson does a good job of scene dominating himseif. 

The femme contingent is of minor importance, as the ‘Buccaneer’ is 
mainly concerned with battle on land and sea. Gowns are all of the 
period, and a happy choice for Margot Grahame who looks exceptionally 
well in the low outfitted bodices and high-piled curls. 

Franciska Gaal, Hungarian import, has more fun than Miss Grahame in 
the film, as she follows the pirate band on their adventure. To be sure, 
Miss Gaal and her personality pup are forced to walk the plank, but rescue 
is almost immediate so neither Miss Gaal nor the audience are greatly 
concerned about it. This scene, incidentally, is brazenly stolen by the 
plank-walking pooch. Miss Gaal wears Dutch costume throughout, except 
for one ball gown of beaded white sheer in Directoire style. 

An interesting story and a collection of excellent performances lift ‘The 
Buccaneer’ out of the blood-and-thunder, and more-Revolutionary-war 
class. 

At the Hotel Plaza’s Mirror Room (N. Y.) Sunday (16), to doff bonnets to 
Cecil B. DeMille. Akim Tamiroff and Margot Grahame represented the 
‘Buccaneer’ cast. Star Frederic March was forced to ‘regret,’ having been 
attacked by an infected leg, 

Miss Grahame wore a splash costume of black gown with scarlet chiffon 
scarf, drooping brimmed black hat with scarlet bird in flight across the 
crown and, for a siartler, black gloves with red fingernails attached. 

Authoress Thyra Samter Winslow turned out in silver cloth dress, street 
length, topped by a matching hat with turned-up fur brim. 

Mr. DeMille gallantly squired one of the soiree’s most interesting visitors, 
Blanch Sweet’s grandmother, and dignified, white-haired Father Daly added 
a picturesque note. 

Mr. DeMille didn’t care to talk about anything but the recently com- 
pleted ‘Buccaneer,’ and is justifiably proud of the fact that Governor 
Leche of Louisiana issued a formal proclamation urging the state, en masse, 
to see the film. 

He is also pleased with having uncovered priceless historical documents 
during the research for the picture, which cost $75,000, before a carnera 
crank was turned. And he doesn’t mind if someone reminds you that out 
of 64 personally supervised DeMille films, only four failed to ring the b.o. 
bell. 

Brushing off the old ‘DeMille bathtub’ days, the director says he has 
always been interested primarily in American history. 

‘I believe,’ he said, ‘that there are more unturned pages of American 
history than there are in any other country existing. Every section, his- 
torically, is practically a country in itself and the field holds unlimited 
drama and excitement. Besides making the study of history painless to 
children, such subjects are equally interesting to adults, when properly 
presented.’ 

‘Properly presented’ undoubtedly means something like the ‘Buccaneer’ 
—DeMille’s favorite picture of the moment. 





‘Wise Girl Shows a Neat G. V. 

‘Wise Girl,’ involving Miriam Hopkins and Ray Milland in a child cus- 
tody battle, is an unimportant comedy which seems highly enjoyable to 
Rivoli audiences. 

During a sojourn in Greenwich Village—incidentally, in a more beauti- 
fully clean courtyard than the Village ever possessed in its heyday—Miss 
Hopkins consistently wears simple sweaters and skirts. As a millionaire’s 
daughter she is decorative in a pebbled metal cloth gown, small halo hat 
and veil, with fox-collared coat, and a very low cut black velvet gown 
with wing cap sleeves. 

Beity Philson and Marianna Strelby lend a semblance of sanity to the 
plot by being attractive enough (although super-sophisticated) youngsters, 
to inspire a custody fight. 


‘Sub D-1’ Commandeers Doris Weston 





Not cured, but incurable ham. 

If anything, ‘Hollywood Hotel’ suffers from a little too much music, and 
if it isn’t too late maybe something could be done about the Raymond 
Paige ‘Dark Eyes’ number. As previewed at the Warner studio, the voices 
come out with an ear-shocking blare just as the music is off to a 
beautiful start. 

Warner’s, in a typed message, asks that the program elimination of the 
late Ted Healy’s name be noted. Offhand, this doesn’t seem to make sense, 
as the Healy performance (one of his best) has not been eliminated, and 
is a great help to the picture. 

Rosemary Lane, attractive Dick Powell's heart interest, Lola Lane, a 
temperamental film star, and columnist Louella Parsons, as Louella Par- 
sons, are all well gowned by Orry-Kelly. 

Lola Lane has the most exaggerated of the gowns, with yards of swirling 
skirt, no back and little more front, and mountains of white fox. 


Strictly masculine doings at the N. Y. Strand, with Pat O’Brien and 
| Wayne Morris adventuring undersea in ‘Submarine D-1’, with George 
Brent and Frank McHugh. 

Doris Weston is commandeered for the necessary love interest, but it’s 
quite obvious that either of the gents vying for her hand would choose 
their beloved diving ship if matters came to a showdown. The picture 
abounds with brusque commands, sea shots, loyalty to ship and captain, 
and the inevitable cafe brawl among the middies, 

Miss Weston turns up occasionally—once in a severely fitted checked 
coat with black ascot and beret—and finally chooses Morris over Pat 
O’Brien, 

Climax of the picture—rescue from the sunken sub—is handicapped by 
the fact that the action is necessarily slow. It is done in painstaking detail, 
but there is no way to speed up a man-at-a-time rise from the bottom 
of the sea in a ‘rescue tube.’ 
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sary, distribution executives include 
negotiations on F-WC buys during 
periodic trips to the studio, 

Must Stay East 


It is held that authority over sales 
or publicity-advertising might be di- 
rected from the Coast, with frequent 
trips east instead of vice-versa, ag 
now, but with departments contin- 


|}uing to function in New York other- 





wise. During the past year distribu- 
tion bosses and advertising heads of 
most majors have made trips west 
oftener than before in order to main- 
tain a better check on production 
and progress. This is favored by all 
companies. 

Those familiar with the operation 
of h.o. departments cannot see how 
distribution, advertising or other di- 
visions to which the east is impor- 
tant, this including theatres, could 
function effectively from the west. 
Even the theatre departments of the 
various majors find it important in 
no small measure to have the ad- 
vertising-publicity and sales bosses, 
with their crews, close at hand for 
discussion of pictures, playing time, 
campaigns, exploitation, etc. 

So far as _ advertising-publicity 
branches are concerned, the neces- 
sity is outstanding for the existence 
in New York of a complete roster 
of persons to contact newspapers, 
national and fan mags, news syndi- 
cates, etc. Virtually all of these im- 
portant avenues for advertising and 
publicity are centered in New York. 
Even fan mags tried to run them- 
selves from the Coast but gave it up, 
coming back to New York. 


Publicity might be planted from 


the Coast but considering that the 
majority of the population of the 


country is in the eastern half of the 
U. S., it is regarded as much more 
essential to get into the papers reach- 
ing that population than into the 
papers in the west. Anything 
planted with a wire service from 
the Coast may run in the west in full 
but by the time it is relayed by 
these services to the east, the story, 
or whatever it is, may be reduced 
to almost nothing or killed. Thus, 
publicists point out it is far more 
important to plant with wire out- 
fits from New York because it’s in 
the east that the most readérs are 
reached. 


H. M. Warner and Ejinfeld are due 
in New York tomorrow (Tnurs.) for 
further discussion of shifts west, 
whether any will be made, and to 
what extent. Sears returned Mon- 
day (17) from California. Discus- 
sion on moving any h.o. functions 
to the Coast has been up in Ware 
ners periodically for sometime now 
but has come closer to a head lately 
with protracted stay on Coast of 
both Warner and Einfeld. The presi- 
dent of Warners has taken a home 
on the Coast and plans spending vir- 
tually all his time on that end, but 
this, from account, has been partly 
motivated by a desire on the part of 
the senior Warner brother to closely 
oversee production, 


Other companies rumored as con- 
sidering some shifting of depart- 
ments west are not giving such a 
plan any serious thought, 





Coast All Set For It 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Plans for a shift of some Warner 
Bros. executive and_ distribution 
staffs from New York to Burbank 
will get under way with the ar- 
rival in New York next Thursday 
of Harry M. Warner, company 
prexy, who trained out yesterday 
(Monday) completely sold on the 
idea. While his enthusiasm for pro- 
posed home office switch is motivated 
mainly by accountants’ estimates of 
huge savings on overhead, the pro- 
ducing firm’s top man admits h’s re- 
cent extended sojourn in California 
has sold him on a permanent Coast 
residence, 

Plans for new structure on the 
Burbank lot to house the big ex- 
ecutive-distributing forces now quar- 
tered in Manhattan have already 
been drawn. First of the easterners 
to draw definite orders for trek i 
S. Charles Einfeld, publicity-ad- 
vertis ng chief, with Feb. 15 set as 
date for start of westward jaunt of 
his crew. Einfeld is now N. Y. 
bound with his boss to arrange trans- 
portation for his personnel. 

While Major Albert Warner and 
Gradwell Sears are not yet com- 
pletely sold on the scheme of en- 
training their distribution bureau, 
Harry Warner feels he will over- 
come their resistance at their initial 
powwow in N. Y. 
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Paramount’s mighty son of box-office 


box-office records. Two and a half © 


count. Swinging into Atlanta § at the Fox Theatre, this giant of 


all the DeMille super-4 % : [ee smasheroos actually did 


40% of anormal week’s business in half a day. 





We'll say Paramount ' e a : | is on Parade. 
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Fredric March in Cecil B. DeMille’s “THE BUCCANEER” - 
with FRANCISKA GAAL ‘ond -Akim Tamiroff + Margot Grahame - Walter Brennan 


lan Keith «Anthony Quinn * Hugh Sothern * Evelyn Keyes * A Paramount Picture 


° : . Screen Play by Edwin Justus Mayer, Harold Lamb and C. Gardner Sullivan 
Directed by Cecil B. De Mille * Based on an Adaptation by Jeanie Macpherson of ‘Lafitte the Pirate” by Lyle Saxon 












as 














2 aT 





VARIETY 








JOAN CRAWFORD and SPENCER 
(TRACY in “MANNEQUIN” with 
Alan Curtis, Ralph Morgan. 
A Frank Borzage Production. 
Screen Play by Lawrence 
Hazard, A Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer Picture. Directed by 
Frank Borzage. Produced by 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz. 
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JOAN CRAWFORD 


PICTURE IN 
S YEARS! 
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The Divorce of Lady X 


(BRITISH MADE) 


(IN COLOR) 
United Artists release of Alexander 
Korda produc tion, Stars Merle Oberon, 


Features Binnie Barnes, 


Jaurence Olivier. ; 
Morton Selten. Directed 


Ralph Ric tardson, ‘ 
by Tim Whelan. Screenplay by Robert E. 
Sirer wood and l.ajos Biro from play, ‘Coun- 
eels Opin on’ by Biro. Technicolor direc- 
tion by Natalie Kalmus; camera, Harry 
Siradling. Previewed in Projection Room, 
Noy... Jan. 13, ’37. Running time, 90 mins. 
1.2slie saneee Eye ere Oberon 
i. PRAT cccceeeesescssesss Laurence ®livier 
loads MaT@scocccceccscvccess Binnie Barnes 
Tord Mere@.cccccccccceces Ralph Richardson 
1, rd BLOGID. oc iccceccecse “oe —— Selten 
lat 6006006o8 5066006060000008 H. Roberts 
Sau OPE, beast ascces ‘ie Musgrove 
Walters ceccuna sankdaeuens Gus McNaughton 

Alexander Korda’s technicolored 


comedy is rich, smart entertainment. 
Merle Oberon’s marquee magnetizing 
is fair, and word-of-mouth will 
further fortify its b.o. chances. Care- 
fully weighed opinion is that biz 
will be bright but no smash. 

It would “be wise to clip some of 
the footage that film focused in the 
projection room; 90 minutes is very 
long for .a comedy of the ‘Lady X’ 
sort, built as it is around several 
situations and a wrong-identity hoax. 
Picture takes unusually long in get- 
ting going into brisk action and the 
repetitions during the first half hour 

re many. 

Robert E. Sherwood’s deft writing 
is apparent in the screenplay job he 

did along with Lajos Biro, author 
of the play ‘an which the pic was 
evolved. Comedy lines have that 
Sherwood sting. 

Yarn is relatively simple, a high 
comedy executed in typically British 
style. Miss Oberon attends a costume 
ball in a London hotel and is forced 
by the weather to spend the night 
there. along with many of the other 
ladies. Hostelry is full, and after 
the manager can’t persuade an an- 
noved young lawyer (Laurence 
Olivier) to part with some space in 
his suite, Miss Oberon maneuvers 
in and wheedles him out of his bed. 
He spends the night on the floor of 
the adjoining chamber. 

Next day girl vamooses before 
chap can find out much about her; 
he’s convinced she’s married. He’s 
more convinced and_ frightened 
when, on arrival at his office, he is 
plagued by a college classmate to get 
the latter a divorce. He claims his 
wife spent the night with an un- 
known man in the same hotel, after 
attending the same dance. 

Girl continues to interest the chap 
and when she knows the sort he be- 
lives her to be maintains the ruse. 
Meanwhile the Cupid equation arises, 
while his friend continues to press 
him to handle the divorce case. He 


learns his friend’s wife had three 
former husbands, plus two ‘inci- 
dents.’ 


Blowoff comes when she ‘confes- 
ses’ to her ‘husband’ and_ subse- 
quently meets the real wife of his 
friend. Ending, which finally unites 
the pair, is rather weak for a com- 
edy which sustained itself through 
a sturdy series of sterling situations. 

Miss Oberon impresses more than 
she has in recent efforts. Her light 
role is in sharp contrast to the heavy 
histrionies she has been called upon 
to do, and her fans will find her per- 
formance an _ interest-awakener to 
buoy her following. Olivier does his 
role pretty well, retarded somewhat 
ay an annoysome bit of pouting 

usiness, 

Two key performances, which will 
get plenty of attention, and which 
sparkle up the reelage and situations 
ar2 those of Ralph Richardson and 
Morton Selten. Former plays the 
man who wants the divorce; latter 
Miss Obderon’s grandfather, who is 
the judge sitting on most of the 
cases the voung lawyer pleads. Rich- 
ardson will win msch attention with 
his work. He flowers out into the 
promise his acting in two Gaumont- 


British pictures, ‘Man Who Could 
Work Miracles’ and ‘Things to Come’ 
hinted. Selten affects walrus mus- 


tachios and plays to the hilt all the 
opportunities inherent in his role of 
the sagacious, but bumbling old man. 

Binnie Barnes, as the wife, has 
little to do, but turns in her task 
in very good manner. Other parts 
are bits. 

Film derives much merit from the 
fine quality of its tinting. Natalie 
Kalmus went to England to supe the 
Technicoloring: it will be hailed as 
fine a pitmentation as has yet ap- 
peared. Costume display is rich and 
will cause much femme interest. 

Bert. 


Bad Man of Brimstone 


Metro rele 


ise oof Harry Rapf produc- 
tion Sto Wallace Beery; features Vir- 
ginia Beo Dennis O'Keefe, Joseph Cal 
leia, Lewis Stone, Guy Kibbee,. Directed 
thy Walter Ruben. Story, J. Walter 
ruben and Maurice Rapf; adaptation, 
Cyt liam ind Richard Maibaum: film 
2 r, Frank Sullivan; camera, Clyde Ds 
Vinns Reviewed in Projection doom, 
me = Jan. 17, 'SS. Running time 0 mins 
Pri fil .-Wallace Beers 
Loretta Douglas............ Virginia Bruce 
Jeffrey Burton... -Dennis () Keefe 
Bon oP seeee 3 eedSOSephH Calleia | 
Mi Juckson Douwelis.... ‘ .Lewis Stone 
Might Bal Hart in . fauy Kibbe 
iekiaes Met ly .Bruce Cabot 
bhuzz MeCreeds -Clifé Edwards 
Vuloh Mu -Guinn Williams 
Dy Lavan Arthur Hohl 
\ , Reels tadues weees -Noah Leerys 
i. «oO eeeee- JOHN Qualen 
wn toa Charley Grapewin 
Honk’ Suminers -Robert Barra 
‘Bad Man of Brimstone’ is a box 
oli ‘e sleeper, and it’s up to the ex- 
Witor not to be caught napping. 


a) ety . "a. 
Micture has not had the advance 
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pally many a less worthy feature has 
received, but it will make an in- 
delible impression at the wicket 
given half a chance. With Wailace 
Beery in probably his most likeable, 
bad man role since ‘Viva Villa.’ top- 
flight yarn, production and support 
will push this along to strong grosses 
because of ability to build on word- 
of-mouth momentum,  Half-decent 
opening buildup will turn the trick. 
Besides grabbing nice money solo, 
it’s a must in the No. 1 slot in first- 
run houses with established dual 
policy. 

Besides Berry, marquee has added 
entries for name play in Virginia 
Bruce, Lewis Stone, Joseph Calleia, 
Guy Kibbee, Noah Beery, Bruce 
Cabot and Cliff Edwards. Film prob- 
ably will be recalled as the one in 
which Dennis O’Keefe, a comer, got 
his big break. 

Something of the 
weep, just after the Civil War, is 
conveyed in numerous scenes 
though it concentrates on a moving 
character study of ‘Trigger’ Bill and 
his love and admiration for the long- 
lost son he discovers early in the 
story. Those concerned with the 
production have injection striking 
realism into such a situation as well 
as into the romantic moments and 


early frontier 


gunplay. When badman ‘Trigger’ 
pours lead into his adversary, said 
opponent stays dead. There’s a 


gun fight between five on each side 
near the conclusion that is a pip, 
with only one in line of fire sur- 
viving, 

But Beery’s portrayal of the two- 


gun bandit, who changes his habits 
on learning the tenderfoot prize- 
fighter is his own son, that carries 


the film along. Smartly enough this 
transition from a tough hombre to a 
law-abiding citizen is made slowly, 
hence, believably, 

Dennis O'Keefe, 
pug, who becomes a lawyer through 
his father’s coin and later a cru- 
sader for law-and-order, has been 
brought along carefully by Metro. 
He really steps out in this character 
which readily could have been over- 


as the youthful 


played. Both in his youthful ex- 
uberant moments as well as in his 
romantic ones, the lad registers 
solidly. O’Keefe gains fine support 


in lighter sequences because of Vir- 
ginia Bruce’s brisk trouping. 

Joseph Calleia, cast as _ trigger’s 
fellow outlaw, serves as an able foil, 
providing fine contrast between his 
fanciful moments and the more grim 
ones. Lewis Stone, again a lawyer 
and judge, contributes his customary 
even portrayal. Bruce Cabot makes 
a virile villain as Blackjack. Guy 
Kibbee, as a fight manager: Cliff 
Edwards, as a bewiskered, talkative 
outlaw; Arthur Hohl, Noah Beery, 
John Qualen, Charley Grapewin and 
Robert Barrat are splendidly cast 
as to type. 


J. Walter Ruben’s direction sets a 


heady pace and never lets up. He 
has inserted numerous suspenseful 
moments that are sure to go big. He 


also collabed with Maurice Rapf on 
the moving yarn. Nice adaptation is 
credited to Cyril Hume and Richard 
Maibaum, 

Picture has been done skillfully in 
sepia tone but so well that few will 
notice difference. Fits in aptly with 
colorful western backgrounds. Clyde 
de Vinna’s camera is_ effective, 
especially in the outdoor movements, 
and Harry Rapf’s production is tip- 


op. 

Exhibitors should sell this as all- 
round entertainment, not strictly as 
a western, Wear, 


Paradise for Three 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 





Metro-Goldwyn-Maver release of Sam 
Aimbatist production, Features Frank 
Morgan, Robert Young, Mary Astor, Kdna 
May Oliver, Florence Rice, Reginald Owen, 
Directed by Edward Buzzell. Screenp'ay 
by George Oppenheimer and Harry R»s- 
Kin’ from book by Krich Kaestner; musical 
core by niward Ward: camera, leonard 
Smith; montage, John Hoffman: film edi 
tor, Elmo Veron asst, director, Dolph 
Zimmer Previewed at Village theatre, 
Westwood, Jan, lf, ‘38. Running time, 
7> Mins 
Rudolph Tobler.... .Frank Morgan 
Fritz Hacedorn Robert Young 
Mrs. Matllelie.. ..-Mary Astor 
Mra. Kunkel.... fdna May Oliver 
ee Mn 65.45 6 6 s-abd chee Florence Rice 
Johann Ke-se that s¥eawer Reginald Owen 
Sepp “SPoT RE SER EEC Cee -.Henry Hull 
SN eo JOE ER rere Herman Bing 
a ee cccoeseoscess ig Rumann 
William Reichenbach .Walter Kingsford 

There’s a laugh a minute in ‘Para- 


dise for Three,’ 
farce which is 
by a cast that 
the risibles. It is 
appeal, possessing 
pictorial features, 
types of theatres. For the lobby and 
marauee display are popular nares 
of players, including Frank Morgan 
Robert Young, Mary Astor, Edna 
May Oliver, Florence Rice and 
Reginald Owen. 
Screenplay bv George 
heimer and Harry Ruskin 
from Erich Kaestrer’s 
Men in the Snow.’ 
has directed with a 
tion of the comedy 
Zimbalist has given 
liberal settines. with a 
exterior Alnine views 
heen welded smoothly 
tion : 
Yarn recounts the 
nrosperous 
facturer 


a genuinely funny 
played humorously 
knows how to stir 
a film of general 

unusually fine 
and suited to all 


Opnpen- 
is taken 
novel, ‘Three 
Edward Buzzell 
keen apnrec 
values 
the prodirct 
quantity of 
which have 
into the ac- 


on 


adventures of a 
continental soap manu- 
who wins a prize in his own 
radio slogan contest and proceeds to 
sneak a fortnicht’s vacation under 
an assumed name in a mountain 
winter resort Frank Morgan sel- 
dom has had a better opportunity 





ia- | 
and Sam | 
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‘The Divorce of Lady X’ 
(UA). Alexander Korda Brit- 
ish-made technicolor comedy, 


co-starring Merle 
Laurence Olivier. 
biz. 

‘Bad Man _ of Brimstone’ 
(M-G). Wallace Beery romps 
home in best role in years, as 
a likable villain. 

‘Paradise for Three’ 
Excellent comedy played by 
Frank Morgan, Robert Young, 
Mary Astor, Edna May Oliver, 


Oberon and 
Set for good 


(MG). 


Florence Rice, strong enough 
to top double bills. 
‘Spy Ring’ (U), Minor 





whodunit. 








for his drolleries. 
a nobody, he gets into some comical 
scrapes, including a breach of 
promise suit. What starts out to be 


Masquerading as 


a frolic develops complications that | 


are fresh and amusing. 
Mary Astor the 
who becomes the nemesis 
multimillionaire. Her acting is de- 
lightful and her good looks are ac- 
centuated by some attractive cos- 
tumes. Romantic interest is fur- 
nished by Robert Young and Flor- 
ence Rice, whose playing improves 
with each film, and there are some 
broad comedy characterizations by 
Edna May Oliv2r and Rezinald 
Owen. In a meagre but interesting 
role, Henry Hull appears as a hotel 
kitchen man. Others who fit e° 
into the troupe are Herman Bing, 
Sig Rumann and Walter Kingsford. 
Film is completely satisfactory 
from every mechanical aspect. 
rates as one of the best comedv en- 
tertainments of the season. Flin. 


GASPARONE 


(GERMAN MADE) 


is 


of the 








adventuress | 


It | 


sily | 





Berlin, Jan. 10. 
Ufa release of Max Prieiffer production 
Stars Marika Rokk, Johannes Heesters 
Directed by Georg Jacoby. Associate 
directors, Dietrich von Theobald. Heinz 
Karchow, Script, Hans Leip, Werner 
Eplinics and Rudo Ritter, from operetta b» 
Carl Millocker; musical arrangement, Peter 
Kreuder; camera, Kohnstantin, Irmen 
Tschet; editor, Carl Otto Bartning; cos- 
tumes, Manon Hahn. At Ufa Palast am | 
Zoo, Berling. Running time, 94 mins, 
WOOT cccednsetcccaces -Leo Slezak 
BURGGHEO cecceeccnseessces jeinz Schorlemmer 
DEOORROOID. 665.645.0601 004 40640948 Oskar Sima 
FO. Kb0 6000 60SOb eee cvcscrdcses Marika Rokk 
Erminio Bondo..........: johannes Heesters 
Csrlotta Countess Ambras..Edith Schollwer 
FORGE secccicccecsesere ... Kilsa Wagner 
PD bcd se besseeddecandees tudolf Platte 
(In German) 
This old Viennese musical, which 


has never become dated, preeming | 
and re-preeming with b.o. results, 
has the added advantage in the pic | 
version of getting at the Rokk fans 
as well as the music lovers. 
Jacoby, besides turning in his best 
directing job in many a moon, 
made a sure bet of this pic for the 
Fatherland, as well as surrounding 
countries, where German is the of- 


ficial commercial language. It should 


also do considerable biz in_ the 
Deutsch speaking nabes in the U.S. 

If there were ever any doubts 
about Marika Rokk, she’s put the 
kibosh on them here, showing that 
in every department she is stocked 
with the goods that send folks places 
where they can do things. As terper, 


chirper and comedienne, she has fin- | 


ish such as she has never shown 
before. ; 
Supporting cast, a fairly strong 


one for the local public, includes the 
pop tenor, Leo Slezak; the Dutch 
looker, Johannes Heesters, and the 
two domestic comics, Rudolf Platte 
and Oscar Sima. From an European 
point of view, Germany has reached 
a high water mark with this pic- 
ture, which well mounted, 
Yarn revolves around the 
pursuit of a robber and 
snatcher yclent ‘Gasparone,’ 
being, as finally revealed, that 
is no such guy. Restaurant owner, 
Massaccio, uncle of Ita (Marika 
Rokk) had created this phantom in 
order to get the cops off on wild 
goose chases at the critical moments 


is 
Zany 
femm<¢ 
point 
there 


has | 


| 


| anti-aircraft machine gun. 


| For 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| the hero finally 


a trace of name draw. Just an econ- 
omy item for the studio and strictly 
from hunger for exhibs. 

Yarn is about a group of free- 


lance spies out to swipe the speci- | 
| fications 


U. S. Army’s new 
Careless 
scripting makes the culprits’ the 
clumsiest set of bad men on record. 
no apparent reason, several 
lengthy sequences are given to polo 
matches at an army camp and a dull 
party at the officers’ club. Anyway, 
foils the conniving 


for the 


blond menace and her sinister bud- 
dies, s saves Uncle Sam’s fate and gets 
the wide- eyed heroine. And that’s 
| that. 
It’s all pretty silly and certainly 
-ouldn’t harm the kiddies. Under 
the circumstances, then, say the per- 


| lover, 





And 





| 


the 


when his smuggled coffee was being | 


landed. So the 
not -being the outlaw after all, 
lotta marries him, and the same 
for Ita with Sindulfo, while 
tries to keep his toes from getting 
an official stepping-on., 

Sleuthing, smugeling, 
comedy galore, chorines 
ly gambs and a double-headed love 
interest — these are the inzredient 
—and the dish has been prepared 
to the king's taste. 


SPY RING 


handsome Erminio, 


Car- 


intri 
vith shane- 


sue 


UVnivereal f 
tion. Directes vy Jo ’ 7 I 
sistant lirectin (jlenn ‘ > 
prolucer, Paul Malvern; sto ‘ j 
play, George Waeerne a Fis 
Neumann: film editor, ¢ wries (rs \ 
Rialto N 4 woe Jon 
Running time, 65 mins 
Capt. To'd Hayden 
Mlaine Burdette 
Jean Bru 
Frank Denton | , \ 
loon Mausyhew ; \ 
Timothy (i; 
Col, Burdett 
«*) a’ 
e } nl ' 1 \l 
‘ ] Dowen 
‘ >) tt I 1 
‘ our Lia Vi 


Trivial whodunit for 
short on thrills, mystery 


the 


Nast l 


snd 


dust Is 


Direction, 
something 
Hobe. 


formances are adequate. 
amera, sound, etc., are 


l than that. 


less 


HALKA 


(POL ISH MADE 2 
ilm relea of Rex-Film 
indrowska-Turs\a Directed 
irdan Adapted bs Leon 
Polish opera. by Stanislaw 

Music, Stanislaw Moniuszko 
Wywerka At Belmont, N. Y., 
15, "38. Running time, 0) mins 
Ceeeeeesd Jerzy Leszezynski 

Janina Wilezowna 
.Witold Zacharew 
Kwa Bandrowska-Turska 
-Ladis Kiepura 


Star-F 
3 kwa Bb 
by Julius G 

hiller from 
Moniuszko., 
camera, A 
Jan, 


srroduction 


ee iCZ 


(In Polish; 
There are 
moments in 
Moniuszko’s 


No English Titles) 

highly artistic 
adaptation of 
opera. Pace is slower 
than that of most films and it is 
practically a filmed version of an 
opera with the great open spaces of 
Poland as background, with dialog 
tossed in to fill out the story. Acting 
is about as stilted as that of the aver- 


some 
this film 


age opera, but there are some 
Dleasant folk dances and festivals. 
Musie and singing excellent and 


compensate for what might otherwise 
be overlong sequences. 

Direction is a little monotonous as 
almost every time the heroine ap- 
pears, she does a_ half-mile cross 
country marathon either to meet her 
go to church, leave church, or 
commit suicide. There are at least 
a half dozen of these hill-and-dale 
sprints in the picture which get tire- 
some after the first two. 

Story isn’t complicated. Halka, a 
peasant girl, is seduced by a noble- 
man after giving her faithful moun- 
taineer the runaround. She in turn 
is ditched by him for a girl of his 
own Class, after she has an illicit 
affair and a child. Ewa Bandrowska- 
Turska who plays Halka, is built 
along huskier than Hollywood lines. 
She has however, a fine voice, and 
musically this is a fine film. Polophiles 

should like it, but it’s hardly likely 
| to find a wide American market 


Szerelembol Nosultem 
(‘I’ve Made a Love Match’) 


(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Jan. 8. 

Phoebus production and release. Directed 
bh Istvan Szekely. Scenario, Karoly Noti: 
music, Imre Hajdu. Made at Hunnia Stu- 
dios, Budapest, 
Poy EERE ET EER OEE TET ETT Mitzi Erdelyi 
Bie SER ERT Oe ee Imre Kaday 
ESTEVE CT RE oe err ree Julius Kabos 
i SLEPT -llona Kszterhazy 
ay a EE ECT COCO EE EEE Julius Csortos 
PROMMONOORUT 6 dccéciccdeas Pitoska Vaszary 
OCI OTOEY 645 00500006 500see0sse0 Cee aoe 
Nh, TREE EE EE ere rrr ere re Gero Maly 
One SOW POEs dbs anveses George Nagy 


(In Hungarian) 


Out of the large crop of unpreten- 
tious screen comedies manufactured 
by the dozen in Hungary during the 
past year, ‘Love Match’ is not par- 
ticularly outstanding, but belongs to 
the better type. It’s pretty good en- 
tertainment, well made and well 
photographed, but so unimportant 
that you have forgotten all about it 
after you've left the theatre. 

Imre Raday 
newlyweds who were married abroad | 
and are required to fulfill some | 
light formality to make their mar- | 
riage valid at home. Raday’s busi- 
ne partner, Kabos, stages an in- 
trigue with the purpose of makin 
bride’s father pay a big dowry 
by which the young husband’s busi- 
ness would benefit, but he only suc- 


; eeeds in making a misunderstanding 


ane | 
goes 


uncle | 


and Mitzi Erdelyi are | 


RR | 


Manhunters of Caribbean 


Inter-Continent Film Corp. release of 
Luis Rojas de la Torres’ production, With 
Andre Roosevelt, Capit Biskine Toch 
ind Carol Jeffries. At Central, N. Y., dual, 
week Jan. 14, ‘US. Kunnng time, 61 mins 


Silly dialog, bad acting and almost 
total lack of realisin will get this sup- 
posed thriller nowhere but fast. 
Where exploitation is extra heavy it 
might get by. The Andre Roosevelt 
name and brief study of the religious 
practices of the Penitentes (fanatical 
flagellists) may interest a few into 
paying, but they will be disappointed 


in the unreeling. Contains very lit- 
tle of quality, from production to 
scripting except in camera work, 
which is slightly above the rest 

Animal battle sequences and na- 
ture studies, now only incidental to 
the story, could have been sustained 
longer and move of them included, 
As is, there is too much of every- 
thing and not enough of any one 
thing in what looks like an attempt 
to cash in on all exploitable angles 
without backing them up. 

3attle of a bear and a lion does not 
ring. A slithering reptile, a leopard, 
a couple of simians and a jaguar 


complete collection of tropical den- 
izens and thrills. 

Underwater shots, when expedition 
searches for sunken treasure, are of 
the kid serial type of entertainment. 


Submerged archers sniping divers 
brings chuckles. Battling with semi- 
civilized natives is equally © stiff. 


Script watcher slipped up in several 
costuming spots well as in the 
burlesque. Good film counterpart to 
‘Fireman’s Flame’ type of amusement, 
with reaction in reverse. 

Hunt among Central American 
Negroes for a stolen treasure themes 
Andre Roosevelt's latest. Inconsist- 
ency throughout makes for unsked- 
ded laughs where there were possi- 
bilities of a mildly entertaining film. 
Heart stuff at finale is almost a cold 
towel in the face. Miss Jeffries man- 
ages to look mildly alluring in two 
sexy poses. Hurl. 


as 


CSALADI POTLEK 
(‘Family Bonus’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 

Budapest, Jan. 8. 


Budapest Film R. ‘T. production and ree 
lease, Directed by Jeno Csepreghs Scee 
nario, Isivan Mihaly; music Paul "Abras 
ham; camera, Istvan Kiben; "eiliian, Istvan 
Gyorgy. Made at Hunnia Studios, Budapest. 
7 PEPE Cee rrr Magda luna 
Pete... wa ss .Steve Geray 
Adam Lonthay.. .Vivadar Biliest 
Janitor.... . .Gero Maly 
_ ft Serr errre rT revered ty Kiva Fens vessy 
Mrs, Balogh. ..Piroska Vaszary 
i a} ..Sandor Vethes 
ee rer ee are ee Nora Apor 
Josephine -harola Zala 


(In Hungarian) 

Peter, a bachelor, works hard in an 
insurance office by day, but after 
office hours he indulges in night club 
revels and flings money about reck- 
lessly. In order to get it, he pre- 
tends in the office that he is married 
and father of a family. That is how 
he gets a family bonus and frequent 
extra benefits. When Lonthay, the 
manager, says he will take a look 
at the wife and the kiddies that are 
such a drag on poor Peter’s purse, 
Peter frantically sets about getting a 
family for the occasion. He borrows 
the janitor’s babies and engases 
Mary, a young actress living on the 
same floor, to figure as his wife. Of 
course, he marries her in the end 
after sundry complications. 

Good story for a screen comedy if 
properly handled, but it wasn’t in 
this case. Everything is obvious, 
there isn’t a gag or a surprising mo- 
ment in the whole picture; it’s dull, 
slow and artificial. Budapest Films, 
starting out six months ago with the 
intention of putting local production 
on a new basis and a higher plane, 





which estranges the young people 
from each other. Kabos does his 
best to patch up the rift he has 
1used, but it’s only after compli- | 
cated and amusing proceedings in | 
court that their baby brings. the | 
oung husband and wife together | 
afan 

Cast good, both Raday and Mitzi 
Erdelvi being attractive and sym- 
nathetic motion picture actors, with 
Kabos trumps on the comedy side, a 
usual. Csortos is convincing as the 
rirl’s irate father who disapproves 
of the marriage because he hasn't 
g09en asked for his consent. Picture 

on the whole, a fairly good pnrop- 
sition for second-run and provincial 

itres and will probably do vretts 

‘ll in Hungarian nabes in America 

Jacobi. 
THAR SHE GOES 
Hollywo id, Jan. 18. 

L. G. Leonard, Coronet produc 
ion chief, sirened the start of an 
other Buck Jones starrer, ‘The Pons 
Expre 

Unit is renting space on the Selz 


nick-International lot, 


has so far failed to do so. ‘Family 
Zonus, like the other Budapest 
Films productions, with the one ex- 


ception of ‘Modern Girls,’ is certainly 


not above the average cheap Hun- 
sarian film and does not justify 
promises of better productions built 


basis. 
Jacobi. 


SOUTH RIDING 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Jan. 10. 


Artists’ relewse of London Film 
“dna Best. Ratloh 
Timund Gwenn Directed 
Victor savi}ie Projiueel b Alexa 


iil; reen 


up on a sounder financial 


by 
jer 
pl iv, 
nane 
Harry 


ry Sut > 
Winifred Hholttys ou ra, 
: at 


iT 
is 


' +} 2 . " h ‘ 
it to th x t of ving 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
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~ WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
11/12/87 MR. BOGGS STEPS OUT Ben Pivar MGM Com-Dr S. Erwin-H. Chandler G. Wiles 67 1/5 
THE LAST GANGSTEB MGM Par Drama E. G. Robinson-R. Stradner E. Ludwig 81 11/10 
THE BARRIER H Sherman RKO Outdoor L. Carrillo-J. Parker Les Selander oe 11/3 
LIVING ON LOVE M. Cohen Rep Com-Rom W. Bourne-J. Dynn Lew Landers 6o 11/3 
<7 SPRINGTIME IN ROCKIES S. C. Siegel 20th Western G. Autry-P. Rawles Joe Kane 60 11/24 
DANGEROUSLY YOURS Sol Wurtzel UA Rom-Dr C. Romero-P. Brooks M. St. Clair as 10/20 
MURDER ON DIAMOND ROW A. Korda GN Melodrama E. Lowe-S. Shaw-A. Todd W. K. Howard 715 11/17 
MERRY-GO-ROUND OF ‘38 B. G. DeSylva U Musical B. Lahr-B. House-Auer ‘rv. Cummings 90 10/2 
ADVENTUROUS BLONDE Bryan Foy WwB Com-Rom G. Farrell- B. MacLa ane F McDonald 60 12/1 
11/19/37 HOLLYWOOD ROUNDUP Ss. Zimbalist Col Western ‘Buck “Jones Ewing Scott 
FRONTIER TOWN Col MGM Football Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
NAVY BLUE AND GOLD Par Par Mystery R. Young-L. Barrymore Sam Wood 95 11/17 
NIGHT CLUB SCANDAL P. S. Berman RKO Musical J. Barrymore-Overman Ralph Murphy 712 12/223 
DAMSEL IN DISTRESS A. W. Hackel Rep Western Astaire-Burns and Allen Geo. Stevens 106 11/24 
THE GUN RANGER Ed Finney GN Western Bob Steele-E. Stewart S. Newfield 
THE DUKE COMES BACK H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr A. Lane-H. Angel-G. Tobia 1. Pichel 64 12/8 
SECOND HONEYMOON R. Griffith 20th Com-Rom T. Power-L. Young Walter Lang 15 11/10 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson-Carrille H. Young ae 106 
IT’S LOVE I'M AFTER H. J. Brown WB Comedy L. Howard-B. Davis Archie Mayo $0 7/21 
11/26/37 SHE MARRIED AN ARTIST S. Buchman Col Comedy Boles-Luli Deste M. Gering 77 1/5 
THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CRY H. Rapf MGM Com-Rom R. Sinclair-M. Rooney J. W. Rubin 80 11/17 
COUNTY FAIR E. B. Derr Mone Rom-Com J. F. MacDonald-M. L. Lender H. Bretherton 71 11/24 
EBB TIDE L. Hubbard Par Drama O. Homolka-F. Farmer Jas. Hogan 91 10/13 
TEXAS TRAIL Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-J. Allen Dave Sellman 58 12/22 
HIGH FLYERS Lee Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey Eddie Cline 70 11/10 
WILD HORSE RODEO S. C. Siegel Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman ve 
45 FATHERS John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-T. Beck Jas. Tinling 71 12/15 
DINNER AT THE RITZ R. T. Kane 20th Rom-Dr Annabella-P. Lukas H. D. Schuster 15 11/10 
NOTHING SACRED D. O. Selznick UA Comedy Lombard-F. March Wm. Wellman 75 12/1 
SOME BLONDES ARE DANGEEOUS E. M. Asher U Com-Dr W. Gargan-D. Kent Milt Carruth 65 11/10 
SUBMARINE D-1 L. Edelman ws Rom-Com P. O’Brien-D. Weston Lloyd Bacon 100 11/17 
P) 12/3/37 ALL-AMERICAN SWEETHFART W. MacDonald Col Rom-Com S. Colton-P. Farr L. “Hi llyer 62 12 2/8 
BEG, BORROW OR STEAL Joe Cohn MGM Comedy J. Beal-F. Rice-F. Morgan W. Thiele 710 12/ 
BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Rom E. Arnold-S. Ross-Trent Richard Wallace 85 11/17 
TAKING THE TOWN M. Cohen RKO Comedy Fred Stone-D. Vaugnan Edw. Killy 
GLAMOROUS NIGHT W. C. Mycroft Rep Musical M. Ellis-O. Kruger B. D. Hurst 
BIG TOWN GIRL Milton Feld 20th Melodrama C. Trevor-D. Woods a, Werker ae 11/10 
PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE E. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Barrie-K. Taylor S. Simon 68 12/2 
FIRST LADY H. J. Brown WwB Rom-Com K. Francis-P. Foster Sian Logan 82 0/1 
12/10/37 HEADIN’ EAST L. G. Leonard Col Western Buck Jones Ewing Scott 66 12/29 
THE SHADOW W. MacDonald Col Melodrama R. Hayworta-C. Quigley C. C. Coleman.Jr. 57 12/22 
YOU'RE ONLY YOUNG ONCE Harry Rapf MGM Comedy L. Stone-C. Parker C. Dorian 80 1/12 
LOVE ON TOAST E. Cohen Par Rom-Com J. Payne-S. Ardler FE. A. Dupont 65 12/22 
DANGER PATROL Maury Cohen RKO Melodrama S. Ellers-J. Beal Lew Landers 68 11/24 
BORROWING TROUBLE Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Frank Strayer 6e 11/17 
ADVENTURE’S END U U Spectacle J. Wayne-D. Gibson Arthur Lubin 63 11/17 
MISSING WITNESSES Bryan Foy wB Melodrama J. Litel-J. Dale Wm. Clemens 60 12/15 
12/17/37 UNDER SUSPICION Col Col Melodrama J. Holt-K. DeMille L. D. Collins 61 12/22 
“ NON-STOP NEW YORE GB GB Rom-Mel Anna Lee-J. Loder R. Stevenson 123 9/29 
ROMANCE OF ROCKIES R. N. Bradbury Mone Western Tom Keene-B. Wallace R. N. Bradbury 
BORN TO THE WEST Par Par Western J. Wayne-J. M. Brown Chas. Barton 50 
COLORADO KID A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steecle-M. Weldon Sam Newfield 56 1/12 
SHE LOVED A FIREMAN Bryan Foy wB Com-Dr D. Foran-A. Sheridan John Farrow 87 11/17 
12/24/37 LL TAKE ROMANCE FE. Riskin Col Musical Grace Moore-M. Douglas ~ Edw. Griffith 85 12/22 
LOOK OUT FOR LOVE Herb Wilcox GB Rom-Dr A. Neagle-T. Carminati H. Wilcox 
r ROSALIE Wm. A. McGuire MGM Musical N. Eddy-E, Powell-Bolger W.S. Van Dyke 123 12/22 
TELEPHONE OPERATOR Lon Young Mono Rom-Dr J. Allen-G. Withers S. Pembroke 
TRUE CONFESSION a Albert Lewin Par Comedy C. Lombard-MacMurray Wesley Ruggles 85 11/24 
HITTING A NEW HIGH J. L. Lasky RKO Musical L. Pons-J. Howard-Oakie Raoul Walsh 80 12/1 
THANK YOU, MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Mystery P. Lorre-J. Regan Norman Foster 66 1/12 
THE HURRICANE S. Goldwyn UA Drama Jon Hall-D. Lamour-M. Astor John Ford 110 11/10 
YOU’RE A SWEETHEART B. G. DeSylva U Musical A. Faye-G. Murphy David Butler 97 12/15 
TOVARICH Robt. Lord WwB Drama C. Colbert-C. Boyer Anatole Litvak 94 12 3 
12/31/37 OUTLAWS OF PRAIRIE H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
, WOMEN IN PRISON W. MacDonald Col Meller W. Cahoon-S. Colton Lam Hillyer 
BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE Harry Rapf MGM Outdoor W. Beery-V. Bruce J W. Rubin 95 1/19 
WELLS FARGO Frank Lloyd Par Rom-Dr J. McCrea-B. Burns-F. Dee Frank Lloyd 115 12/8 
WISE GIRL Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr. M. Hopkins-R. Milland Leigh Jason 70 12/29 
LADY, BEHAVE! A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr S. Ellers-N. Hamilton Lloyd Corrigan 68 12/29 
LOVE AND HISSES K. MacGowan 20th Musical Winchell-Bernie-Simon Sid Lanfleld 90 12/22 
THE SPY RING Trem Carr U Mystery W. Hall-J. Wyman-J. Carlton J. Lewis 60 1/19 
SERGEANT MURPHY Bryan Foy wB Drama __ R. Regan-M. Maguire B. R. Eason 62 12/22 
1/7/38 MAN-PROOF L. D. Lighton MGM Com-Dr. Loy-R. Russell-Tone R. Thorpe 80 12/15 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S REVENGE Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-L. Campbell Louis King 55 12/22 
CRASHING HOLLYWOOD Cliff Reid RKO Comedy Lee Tracy-J. Woodbury Lew Landers 60 12/29 
THE PURPLE VIGILANTES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Three Mesquiteers George Sherman 
CITY GIRL Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr P. Brooks-R. Cortez-E. Muir Alfred Werker 60 
TARZAN’S REVENGE Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor G. Morris-E. Holm D. R. Lederman 70 1/12 
1/14/38 NO TIME TO MARRY Nat Terris Col Com-Rom M. Astor-R. Arlen Harry Langdon 
LOVE IS A HEADACHE F. Stephani MGM Com-Dr G. George-F. Tone-M. Rooney R. Thorpe 68 
<3 EVERY DAY’S A HOLIDAY E. Cohen Par Comedy Mae West-E. Lowe A. E. Sutherland 80 12/22 
EVERYBODY’S DOIN’ IT Wm. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com P. Foster-S. Eilers C. Cabanne 66 1/12 
THE OLD BARN DANCE Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnette Joseph Kane 60 1/12 
HEADLINE HUNTRESS Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Com G. Stuart-M. Whalen Jas. Tinling 
HAWAIIAN BUCKAROO Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor Smith Ballew D. R. Lederman 58 
ACTION FOR SLANDER A. Korda UA Drama C. Brook-M. Scott-A. Todd Tim Whelan 
THE JURY’S SECRET E. Grainger U Meller F. Wray-K. Taylor Ted Sloman 100 
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL Sam Bischoff wB Musical D. Powell-F. Langford Pusby Berkeley 100 12/22 
1/21/38 SQUADRON OF HONOR Ralph Cohn Col Meller M. . Russell- T. Hall aR, oS Coleman 
SAILING ALONE GB GB Musical J. Matthews-J. Whiting Sonnie Hale 
MANNEQUIN Joe Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr J. Crawford-S,. Tracy Frank Borzage 92 12/22 
THRILL OF A LIFETIME Miss Fanchon Par Musical J. Canova-Yacht Club Boys G. Archainbaud 72 11/10 
PAROLED TO DIE A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-K. Eliot Sam Newfield 55 1/12 
SALLY, IRENE AND MARY Gene Markey 20th Musical A. Faye-F. Allen-J. Lang Wm. Seiter 
STORM IN A TEACUP A. Korda UA Comedy V. Leigh-R. Harrison Victor Saville 88 99 
BORDERTOWN (REISSUE) Robt Lord WB Drama P. Muni-B. Davis Archie Mayo 89 1 29/35 
A STRANGE HONEYMOON Bryan Foy wB Drama ___ B. Karloff-M. Wilson John Farrow 
L 28/38 THREE MEN IN THE SNOW S. Zimbaiist MGM Comedy fF. Morgan-F. Rice-R. Young Eddie Buzzell 
PARTNERS OF PLAINS Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-Gwen Gaze Les Selander 
. HAWAII CALLS - Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-I. S. Cobb Ed. Cline 
OUTSIDE OF PARADISE Harry Sauber Rep Comedy P. Reean-P. Singleton John H. Auer 
CHARLIE CHAN AT MONTE CARLO John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-V. Field Eusene Forde 71 12/22 
; BLACK DOLL Irving Starr U Mystery N. Grey-D. Woods-E. Kennedy O. H. P. Garrett 
4 = SWING YOUR LADY Sam Bischoff WwB Comedy H. Bogart-L. Fazenda Rav Enright 72 
} 2 4/38 LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK W. MacDonald Col Com-Rom ~ E. Fellows-L. Carrillo Aubrey Scotto 
: SPIRIT OF YOUTH Lew Golder GN Action Joe Louis-C. Muse-E. M. Harris Harry Fraser 66 1/5 
EVERYBODY SING Harry Rapf MGM Musical F. Brice-A. Jones-J. Garland E. L. Marin 
THE BUCCANEER C. B. de Mille Par Drama F, March-F. Gaal-A. Tamiroff C. B. de Mille 124 1/12 
DOUBLE DANGER Maury Cohen RKO Meller P. Foster-W. Bourne-D. Meek Lew Landers 
SHANGHAI DEADLINE 20th 20th Drama C. Romero-V. Field-J. Lang F.. Forde 
MIDNIGHT INTRUDER Trem Carr U Meller B. Reed-L. Hayward I. Lubin 
ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER D. O. Selznick UA Com-Dr T. Kelly-M, Robson Norman Taurog 
GIRLS ON PROBATION | Bryan Foy WB Drama — ~ B- Granville-D. Costello Art Lubin 62 1/12 
2 11/38 CATTLE RAIDERS H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-D. Grayson Sam Nelson ais 
BENEFITS FORGOT J. Considine, Jr. MGM Drama W. Huston-B. Bondi Clarence Brown 
SCANDAL STREET Par Par Comeds L. Ayres-L. Campbell James Hogan 
HAVING WONDERFUL TIME P. S. Berman RKO Comedy G. Rogers-R, Skelton Al Santell 
THE LONE RANGER Sol C. Siegel Rep Western L. Ranger-L. Roberts Wm. Wilney 
i HAPPY LANDING D. Hempstead 20th Musical S. Henie-D. Ameche Rov Del Ruth 
FORBIDDEN VALLEY Henry Macrae U Outdoor N. Beery, Jr.-R. Barrat W. Gittens 
ee _ GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT Sam Bischoff WB yA loor G. Brent-C. Rains-J. Litel M. Curtiz 
2 18/38 THE GIRL WAS YOUNG GB GB ‘om-D1 N. Pilbeam-D. DeMarney Alf Hitchcock 
A YANK AT OXFORD Michael Balcor MGM omedy R. Taylor-L. Barrymore Jack Conway 
DOCTOR RHYTHM E. M. Cohen Par Comedy B. Crosby-B. Lillie Frank Tuttle 
BRINGING UP BABY Cliff Reid RKO Rom-Con M. Honkins-R. Milland Hy dH } 
BARONESS AND BUTLER Rav Griffith 209th Rom-Dr Annabella-Wm. Powell Walter Lang 
KID COMES BACK WRB Drama W. Morris-J. Travis B. R. Eason 61 12/29 
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CANADA'S VISIO 


EDUCATIONAL 
WEDGE 


St. John, N. B., Jan. 18. 

At the annual meeting of the Mari- 
time Film Board of Trade it was re- 
vealed that during the past year 16 
films had been booked into schools 
and colleges. This is considered the 
opening wedge for the use of moving 
pictures in educational institutions 
on a really large scale within the 
next decade. The cooperation of the 


board in public safety and charitable | 





causes was commented on. During | 
fire prevention week, trailers had 


supplied and shown in all the 
picture houses within the board’s 
jurisdiction. Another commentary 
was on the complete disappearance 
of the touring picture showman, 
ousted because 
for safety. The 
a poor one for 
of all types. 

Elected president of Maritime Film 
Board of Trade is Ernest A. Whelp- 
ley, manager-salesman for RKO Dis- 
tributing Corp.; vice-president, Abe 
E. Smith, manager of Regal Films; 
treasurer, Reginald G. March, man- 
ager of 20th Century-Fox; chairman 
of charity committee, Gerald Hoyt, 
manager-salesman of Empire-Uni- 
versal Films. Alice Fairweather re- 
elected executive secretary for eighth 
consecutive year. 


LOEW’S BALLOTING 
FANS’ FILM IDEAS 


Loew's is trying to get a poll from 
its patrons on single ang double 
bills, the voting to determine 
whether to give single bills a trial. 
Sectional preference for’ either 
would also serve as a possible guide 
for local policies. 

So far, according 
balloting is surprisingly 
the position taken is that possibly 
those favoring single-feature pro- 
grams are more eager to vote on the 
matter than those liking doubles, 
probably because the dual-bill ad- 
dicts feel they're getting what they 
want, so why vote. On this theory, 
the voting might not give an ac- 
curate check except to indicate how 
many people are against dual bills. 

Loew's is otherwise feeling around 
On the single vs. double bill thing 
and recently sought to get some line 
through a test by playing ‘Good 
Earth’ in some theatres singly while 
in others on dual shows. The test 
showed that the theatres playing 
‘Earth’ with another feature were 
better attended than the houses 
playing ‘Earth’ singly. 


Charles Ford Slated For 
H’wood Production Spot 


Charles Ford, editor of Universal 
newsreel, resigned last week to ac- 
cept an offer as producer on the 
Coast, is in Florida on a two-week 
vacation but will return to N. Y. 
before leaving for a Hollywood pro- 
duction berth. Tom Mead and Jo- 
seph O'Brien have been elevated to 
top spots, latter on editorial and 
makeup and Mead on assignments 
and business division, Both had been 
with U six years, 

New connection for Ford prob- 
ably will be announced on his re- 
turn from south. 


been 


year had also been 
traveling flesh shows 





the 
close, but 


to Loew’s, 





‘Condemned’ to Start 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
‘Condemned Women,’ with Sally 
Filers, Anne Shirley and _ Louis 


Hayward in the top roles, was given 


the starting signal by Producer 
Robert Sisk at RKO last week. 
Lew Landers drew the directorial 


assignment. 


EDNA. CANTOR TO ¥ WED 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Eddie Cantor has announced the 
engagement of his daughter, Edna, | 
19, to Jimmy McHugh, Jr., 21, son 


of the songwriter. 
Couple plan to wed sometime in 
May. 


of modern demands | 
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Hunting Hunt 


3uffalo, Jan. 18. 

Dick Walsh, demon flack of 
the Lafayette, now knows what 
drives publicity men screwy. 
Scanning the press book of 
‘You're a Sweetheart’ and dis- 
covering that Frances Hunt 
hailed from Buffalo and that 
her father was ‘connected with 
Buffalo theatres,’ Walsh laid out 
a mental preview stunt to in- 
clude friends and acquaintances 
of the family. The idea was 
abandoned when a_ 10-day 
search, including run-down of 
all available clues, failed to 
turn up any trace of the Hunts 
or uncover anyone who knew 
anything about them. 

Several days after the picture 
opened, Walsh was waited on 
by a cap-in-hand employee of 
the theatre who inquired, ‘How 
did you like my girl in the pic- 


ture, Mr. Walsh?’ Hunt, Sr., 
has been a member of the stage 
crew of the Lafayetie for the 
past three years, 











WB PHILLY MANAGERS 








| Emperor,” 





HYPO TO JACK UP B.0. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
With nabe grosses here way off, 
Warner Bros. circuit has inaugurated 


an effort to 
Drive will continue 

Managers, during 
that period, are being encouraged 
by the h.o. to use every 
means of showmanshir and exploita- 
tion to jack up sagging b.o.’s. Centra) 
publicity office, under Julian Seltze:, 
providing many schemes for local 
managers and co-opping with them 
in any ideas they may devise them- 
selves. 

More than $1,700 in prizes will be 
handed out to managers showing 
greatest degree of pick-up, at termi- 
nation of the drive on March 5. Com- 
petitive spirit being kept up during 
the eight weeks by publication of a 
weekly bulletin giving the relative 
standing of the men. 


WB Wins $ $50, 000 Suit: 
Col. Settles Another 


William La Varre’s $50,000 piracy 
action against Warner Bros. Pictures, 
Inc., was tossed out of N. Y. supreme 
court last week before the case went 
to jury. Judge Leary dismissed the 
complaint because he held that any 
verdict in favor of the plaintiff 
would have been set aside. De- 
fendants had not even put in its de- 
fense, decision of court being based 
on a comparison of pictures with 
alleged stories the plaintiff claimed 
to have written. 

La Varre alleged that ‘Bedside’ and 
‘Gambling Lady’ were piracy on his 
stories, ‘The Bedside Manner’ and 
‘The Fated Woman,’ respectively. 

Stanleigh P. Friedman, of defense 
counsel, stressed the importance of 
the case to film companies. 

‘It disposes of synthetic claims of 
alleged piracy in use,’ he said, ‘to 
which all picture companies are from 
time to time subjected, and should be 
a warning that the courts are alert to 
protect picture companies against un- 
justified claims.’ 


a ‘Managers Parade’ in 
boost the take. 
for eight weeks. 





Infringement suit brought by Plain | 


Talk mag against Columbia Pictures 
Corp. and Screen Classics, Inc., has 
been settled out of court, a stipula- 
tion dismissing the action in the N. Y. 
federal court revealed. Plaintiff 
claimed its story, “The American 
had been thefted and later 
produced by Col under the title. 
‘Norton First, Emperor of America. 
Suit was for an accounting and dam- 
ages. 


| ’ 7 
Hall, Dunn’s Personais 

William Hall 
Universal, is 
vaude houses 
Allen agency 


contract to 
being offered eastern 
as a single. Curtis & 
handling and asking 
$1,250 per No dates set. In 
radio, before going before the kleigs, 
Hall has been playing some nitery 
time in a two-act with Esther Rals- 
ton. Pair recently closed a stand at 
the Yacht Club, Chicago. 

James Dunn is also being offered 
in vaude as a single by Curtis & 
Allen. Actor is now on the Coast 


under 


sole 
Week 


possible | 
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EAT AA PAY IN W/ 
EAR 30,000, 


Day Jobs for 198,922 Men, 
87,741 Women Last Year 
—Guild Shop Tilts Aver- 





age—Fewer Youngsters 
Used—Adjustments Swell 
Total 


ALL TIME HIGH 


Hollywood, Jan. 18 


Cost of extras employed by the 
major studios during 1937 reached | 
an all time high of $2,986,372. This | 
was an increase of $565,919 over 


1936, according to compiled 
by the Central Casting Corp. 

The total placements for 
showed 294,307 


figures 


the year 
extras obtaining em- 


ployment during past year as com- 

pared to 268,436 in 1936. The figures | 
also showed a tilt of $1 in the daily | 
average wage of players, extras 
earning an average of $10.03 in 1937. | 
Figured on a seven-months basis be- | 
ginning with June 1, when the Guild 


shop contracts with the Screen Ac- 
tors’ Guild became effective, the | 
daily wage of the extra was $10.91. | 


The average daily placement in 
1937 was 944, a gain of 86 jobs per 
day. In the 12 months 198,922 men 
extras received $1,773,675, and 87.- 
741 women extras were paid $792,900. 
The statistics disclose that 4,354 boys 
were employed and paid $31.664. and | 
3,290 girls, who received $24,311. | 

The gain was made on the part of 
adult extras, both men and women, 
showing a substantial increase jn the 
number of placements. In the boy 
and girl class the number of place- | 
ments were well under 1936, when 
7,712 boys and 5.003 girls were em- 
ployed. When broken down, figures 
disclose that 637 men, 567 women 
and 48 children found daily employ- 
ment as extras. 

Biggest cost in employment of ex- 


tras came during the last seven 
months of 1937, after Guild shop 


contracts became effective. Expendi- 
tures for extra players from Jan. 1, 
to May 31, 1937, was $1,173,038, com- 
pared to $1,813,333 during remaining 
seven months of year. Of this 
amount $237,922 was in overtime and 
adjustments secured for the players 
by the Screen Actors Guild. 
Minimum at $5.50 
Much of this increase was ac- 
counted for by the fact that the $3.20 
check was abolished under agree- | 
ment between the producers and the 
actors, the minimum pay for ex- 
tras being fixed at $5.50. Other in- 
creases were made, the $7.50 check 





being tilted to $8.25, the $10 rate 
to $11, the $12.50 to $13.75, $15 to 
$16.50, ete. | 

Total placements from Jan. 1 to} 
May 31 were only 128,101 as cone} 
pared to 166,206 during final seven | 


months. There also was a decided | 
increase in the number of calls re- 
ceived in the higher brackets. 
Table showing number of calls in 
(Continued on 


page 27) 


i 
i 
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PROBATE REIS’ WILL 





89-Year-Old ghowmaes Left $250,000 
—No Close Kin 
Objections having been withdrawn 
by a second cousin of the late Moses 
Reis, that veteran showman’'s wili 
has now been admitted t to probate by 
Mortimer Fishel, his 
executor. Reis died at 89 
ber. Was a bachelor, 
mediate family other 
ond cousins and other d 
Value of his holding 
$1,000,000 mark some 
now about a quarter of that. He dis- | 
posed of his extensive Reis circuit | 
of houses—more than 100—to Wilmer: 
& Vincent, Feiber & Shea, Warne | 


torney and 
last Octo- | 
leaving no im- | 
than two sec 
tant kin. 
was near the 
time ago, but 


Bros. and Comerford many years | 
ago, retiring 10 years ago. The Rei- 
houses were legit theatres at first 


later becoming cinemas. 


|} vember 





Sharpshooting Units 


Leadoff letter in Forum on 
page 63 details one exhib’s woes 
with a wildcatting unit pro- 
ducer. 

The unit got a favorable re- 
view in VARIETY and was seem- 
ingly booked on this paper’s 
notice—long a practice in show 
business—but when it finally 
reached his Wichita theatre, the 
show had been switched, infe- 
rior personnel substituted, etc. 
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ANNUAL WILL ROGERS 


CAMPAIGN UNDER WAY 


Major L. E. Thompson, RKO exec. 
again chairmaning the annual Will 
Rogers National Theatre Week. A. P 
Waxman is director of the campaign. 

Plans for the drive were outlined 
at a luncheon yesterday (Tuesday) 
and a date set for the forthcoming 
event. Coin raised will go to the 
Will Rogers Memorial (old NVA) 
Sanitarium. 

Owen D. 


Young, Jesse H. 


Patrick J. Hurley, Amon G. Carter, 
1Col. Joseph M. Hartfield, Sen. J. 
Henry Walters, Y. Frank Freeman. 
Spyros P. Skouras, W. C. Michel, 
Joseph N. Hazen, Harold Rodner, 
John A. Gifford, Walter Trumbull. 
| Will H. Hays, Charles C. Moskowitz, 
Joseph R. Vogel, Neil F. Agnew, 
Joseph Ungar, Gradwell L. Sears, 
John D. Clark, Jules Levy, Abe 
| Montague, Edward J. Peskay and 


others prominent in the drive. 


Shifts in Par, GN and GTE 
Shown in S.E.C. Reports 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Few transactions in film securities 
by corporate insiders during No- 
came to light Monday (17) 
in the semi-monthly report of 
ground-floor operations recorded by 
the Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion, 

Only dealing involving a major 
company was purchase of 1,400 shares 
of Paramount second preferred by 


E. V. Richards of New Orleans. Few 
days earlier Rochelle Investment 
Corp., in which he is interested, un- 


loaded an identical batch, following 
a purchase of 2,000 shares in Oc- 
tober. Firm’s stake at the end of 
November was 3,600 pieces of the 
second preferred. 

One other film company trade was 
unveiled. Edward J. Peskay re- 
ceived 950 shares of Grand National 
common as compensation and shifted 
them to a trust, 


Belated reports showed that in 
July and August, Chase National 
Bank cleaned out its holdings of 


General Theatres Equipment Corp 
subscription warrants and that dur- 
ing October Georze H. Robinson ac- 
quired through transfers additional 
Translux common. 

The Chase holding of G.T.E. war- 
rants was erased on Aug. 14 when 
the last of 2,965 tickets were ped- 


| dled. In July the bank dumped 600 
and in August the remaining 2,365 


were erage 
represent 181,2 
common. 

The Translux report showed that 
in February, 1936, Robinson's stake 
was cut by the sale of 600 common 
shares held in a joint account and 
that in October last year this in- 
terest was wiped out through trans- 
fer of 4,400 shares. Meanwhile, in 
October, Robinson in his own name 
acquired 2,200 shares, half of the 


Bag continues to 
shares of G.T.E. 


| Joint account. 


MILSTEIN AD LIBBING 


Hollywood, Jan. 18 
J. J. Milstein, former general 
ales manager for Republic Pic- 
tures, is here for a month's rest be- 


fore making a new connection 

Company paid off in full on hi 
contract, which had until next June 
to run, 


Col Borrows Cowan 


Jan. 18. 
Jerome 


Hollywood, 


Columbia borrowed 


|Cowan from Sam Goldwyn for sec 


ond lead in ‘There’s Always a 
Woman.’ 

Cowan, former stage player, re- 
cently finished chore in ‘The Gold- 


wyn Follies.’ 


Jones, | 











|, . - 
Texas, are in New York conferring 


AT JOINING 
UNION 


Ratification by the U. 
of the 


try would 


S. Senate 


treaty by which this coun- 


of the 
Union is 


become a member 


International Copyright 
Authors’ League of 


the Authors 


opposed by the 


America, representing 


Guild, Dramatists Guild, Screen 
Writers Guild and Radio Writers 
| Guild. 

During the recent session of Con- 


gress the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee reported out the treaty. 
It is now on the executive calendar 
and may be acted on at this 
sion. Committee, in reporting the 
measure, recommended that the 
treaty should not become effective 
for at least a year to permit legis- 
lation to bring our domestic law in 
line with our treaty obligations 

Attitude of the Authors’ League 
is outlined in a letter from Elmer 
Davis, vice-president, to Senator 
Key Pitman, chairman of the foreign 
relations committee 


SERUM FLOWN TO SAVE 
BILL SKIRBALL’S LIFE 


Cleveland, 


SeSe- 


Jan. 18. 


Life of William N. Skirball, own- 
er of a chain of nabe theatres, was 
saved when pneumonia serum was 
flown here from New York by Ed- 
ward Harrington in a_ chartered 
plane. Exhibitor had been critically 
ill for five days when doctors said 
only the snecial serum would pull 


him through. His brother, John H. 


|Skirball, who is a v.p. of Educa- 
tional Pictures, phoned Rockefeller 
Foundation for the medicine and 


then put in a rush-order for a pilot. 

Flyer got in on time, with help 
of police escort, making a front- 
page story. Head of the Skirball 
Bros. circuit is now out of danger, 


Weaver Family’s Home 


Town Preem for WB Pic 


St. Louis, Jan. 18. 

Some 3,000 persons blocked traffie 
on the main stem in Springfield, Mo. 
Friday (14) to gander at Cicero, 
Frank and Elviry Weaver, natives 
of the town, as they returned to at- 
tend their first flicker, ‘Swing Your 
Lady,’ which was world-premiered 
at the Gilloz theatre. 

Warner Bros. premiered their first 
screen opus in their native heath, 
and Springfield made the event a 
gala one, a Chamber of Commerce 
dinner ttstonitend’ the oe 


Film Co, Dividend 





Regular emnetuie dividend of 
68%4c per share was declared on 
the preferred stock last week by 


Columbia Pictures. This maintains 
the annual rate of $2.50 a share. 
Preferred divvy is payable Feb. 15 
to stock on record Feb. 1, 


Stanley Co. of America, subsidiary 


of Warner Bros., reported net profit 
$2,230,902 from operations in fiscal 
year ended Aug, 28, 1937, with net 
income for same period $6,2 30,161, 
before charges and dividend-interest 
income. Earned surplus carried to 
the balance sheet as of Aug. 28 toe 
taled $3,492,045. Report showed that 
the company paid out $2.714.539 in 
dividends during the fiscal year just 
ended 


Friedl, Gordon in N. Y. 


John J. Fried], operator for Parae 


mount in the northwest, and Sol 
Gordon, partner with Paramount in 
the Beaumont Amusement string in 


> 
with Y. Frank Freeman other 
exocutives. 
Also in town is Thomas D. Powell, 
attorney for the Mike Shea estate in 
Buffalo. 


and 


sn nara ee 
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e nero = ——— 
Inside Stufl—Pictures 

Two striking differences of opinion regarding Walt Disney’s ‘Snow 

White’ have been registered in N. Y. dailies. Westbrook Pegler, in his 


World-Telegram syndicate column last Saturday (15), called it ‘the greatest 
picture ever made.” N. Y. Daily News editorial said ‘we'll take Ginger 
Rogers. 

Pesler stated that in his opinion the picture was ‘the happiest thing that 
has happened in this world since the armistice... Thought the picture 
should be acclaimed as a national achievement, because no other country 
on earth has produced anything that is even comparable, and any other 


country that did would be busting its buttons with national pride. Pegler 
ran another column plugging Disney about a month ago 
The Daily News’ minority report captioned ‘Exception, Your Honors,’ 


topped the editorial column in that paper yesterday (18). Between cuts of 
Ginger Rogers and Princess Snow White, was run the following sentence: 
‘Nevertheless, we'd rather see seven reels of Ginger Rogers, Jeannette 
Macdonald or several others than seven reels of Princess Snow White.’ 
Dissent was registered despite the News crick’s eight-star rave; the ulti- 


mate four stars for adults and four stars for children, 


Miriam Hopkins, playing Pittsburgh last week in the Theatre Guild’s 
‘Wine of Choice,’ won’t ever be bothered again by at least one newspaper- 
man on her future visits to the Smoke City. He’s Kaspar Monahan, drama 
editor of the Press. For two days Monahan tried to land the actress for an 
interview, being stalled off several times daily first by her secretary and 
then by the company manager. 

Finally she agreed to give him ‘a few minutes perhaps’ around 5 p. m., 
which would have been too late tg make Monahan’s deadline for his reg- 
ular Wednesday interview column. So he devoted the space instead to a 
detailed account of how he tried to land Miss Hopkins, winding up with 
‘so Monahan told his secretary to tell the company manager to tell her 
secretary to tell Miss Hopkins that Monahan said to hell with the inter- 
view.’ 

Later in the week her husband, Anatole Litvak, film director, came to 
town and suffered the consequences of his wife’s indifference, most of the 
working press passing him up despite the fact that two of his pictures, 
‘Mayerling’ and ‘Tovarich’ were playing in Pittsburgh at the time. 


Another headache for exhibitors in the Province of Quebec. La Semaine 
Religieuse, official Roman Catholic organ, announces appointment of a 
province-wide committee to study the religious, moral and cultural aspects 
of the motion picture industry. Decision to appoint a ‘Catholic Action 
cinematographic committee’ was reached Thursday (13) by His Eminence 
Cardinal Rodrigue Villeneuve of Quebec, and the archbishops and bishops 
of the province. What the cardinal says usually goes. It is tacitly recog- 
nized that Premier Duplessis cooperates. 

The announcement stated that ‘the committee will make a thorough 
study of the motion picture situation and will direct all the forces and the 
army of Catholic Action toward general improvement of the cinema.’ 

One effect of Catholic Action already has been the barring of ‘The Life 
of Emile Zola’ from all picture houses in this province, although generally 
recognized all over the continent as one of the best pictures of the year. 


Dedication of the Lon Chaney bench on the corner of Hollywood and 
Vine by his son, Lon Chaney, Jr., donated by Norris Nelson, has replaced 
one that disappeared. Old bench was used by Chaney and his son when 
waiting for a ride over to Universal City and when later he became a star 
he would pick up a whole carload of extras who were parked on the 
bench waiting for a lift. 

Cinderella twist to the restoration of the bench was the fact that Norris 
Nelson, who is the entrepreneur of the U. S. Jr. Chamber of Commerce’s 
talent hunt, arrived in Hollywood 12 years ago to the day he restored the 
Chaney bench for the town’s layoffs and when he first arrived the best he 
could do was to get a job as dishwasher. Morning he presented the bench 
he had signed an insurance deal with the Board of Education for a $10,- 
000,000 policy, 


Noted novelist was recently approached by Paramount with an offer of 
$1,750 a week to do an original on the Coast. Writer nixed it and the bid 
Was upped to $2,000 a week. Writer then made a counter-offer to the effect 
that he’d do the job for $1,500 a week if he could remain at his home in 
the east for the job, rather than go to Hollywood. Said his offer was final 
and he wouldn't listen to a compromise. Studio turned thumbs down and 
matter stands there. 

Writer’s idea was that if he stayed east he could direct research on 
material for a new novel he has under preparation. Figures his time is 
worth more than $2,000 a week to himself, even if the next book doesn’t 
draw an added price for screen or legit adaptation. 


— 





Only major company apparently through with experimenting with full 
color in features, Metro is congratulating itself on the manner in which it 
has developed film tinting. Outstanding example of this is in ‘Bad Man 
of Brimstone,’ with the sepia tinting employed fitting in neatly with the 
outdoor, western backgrounds, 


Result is that tint job never deters or interferes with plot development 


or interest in it. Job is so skillful that few realize that the feature differs 
from usual black-and-white print. Few night shots are covered up by 
exciting action. Night scenes offered one drawback previously in sepia 


tinters. 


Sam Goldwyn got rare international recognition when he received cable 
from Francis Carco, member of Goncourt Academy (second in prestige only 
to French Academy), congratulating him on excellence of ‘Dead End.’ 
Carco cabled, ‘In behalf of members of Academy Goncourt and large 
group of French critics, and in my own name, permit me to express our 
enthusiastic congratulations on your great creation ‘Dead End,’ which we 
were privileged to preview in Paris. Also let me express our admiration 
for the work of Director William Wyler.’ 

Tribute is particularly appropriate, coming from Carco, 
leading realistic novelist of French tenderloin and slums, 
his selection some years back as translater of Elmer 


recognized as 
as evidenced by 
Rice’s ‘Street Scene.’ 





Astute publicity men of the Federal Housing 
reached around 100,000,000 people through the 
exhibitors. 

Despite efforts to restrict government propaganda of all types, 
found out that the F, H. A. has been conspicuously successful in selling 
the idea of home ownership and modernization to theatre owners and 
through them to the taxpayers. Report to the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee estimated that there were 350,000 screenings of the New Deal unit’s 
eight ‘Better News 


have 
picture 


Administration 


aid of motion 


Flashes’ for an estimated 94,000,000 persons. Since 
July 1, 1937, one new film has been shown about 16,000 times to an esti- 
mated audience of 4,500,000 people. 





300king of Jackie Cooper for a personal at the Stanley, 
Feb. 4, was the direct result of surprise biz his current picture, 
the Streets’ ( 


‘Boy of 


until ‘Boy’ came along to prove the year’s biggest unexpected click. WB 
immediately got hot for the kid on a personal and pencilled him into 


Philly as well as Pittsburgh. 


Congress 





o 5 
Pittsburgh, | 


(Mono.) did for three weeks at the Fulton in that city. Cooper 
had been offered the Stanley couple of months ago but didn’t get a tumble | Republic’s ‘Kinz of the 





UTAH TRADE ASS’N 
FIXES NIX ON GAMES 


Salt Lake City, 


Pronto elimination of 
at 11 Utah theatres w 


18. 


Jan. 


ere 


ordered 


Tuesday (18) by the Utah State 
Trade Commission. Ban shelves ris- 
ing popularity in Beehive state of 
banko and ‘ten-0-win’ nights. Most | 
of the houses affected are nabes and 
all but two, Roxy and Tower. are 


located outside of Salt Lake City. 
Trade schemes and alleged 
enterprises was said to be contrary 
to the Utah unfair practices 
that it was carried on ‘for the pur- 
pose of injuring competition or 
where the effect thereof may be 
stantially to lessen competition.’ 
Theatres cited in the ce 
desist complaint are Towe: 
Roxy, Salt Lake City: Ogden 
tian, Paramount, Lyceum 
lonial, Ogden; Roxy, 
and Lyric, Logan. 


Lancaster Theatre Ops 
Worry Over City Govt. 


sub- 


and 
ind 


ase 


and 


Grand, Capitol 


Lancaster, Pa., Jan. 18 
Considerable concern is being felt 
about new city government, which | 


took office Jan. 1, ai its probable 
attitude toward the theatre. 

Operators here have had 
much their own way for 
several years due to very tolerant 
administration. Theatre men believ« 
stiff ethical code may be carried into 
politics and city affairs by 
group, headed by the Mayor, 
is a doctor. 

Ops are doing everything possible 


pretty 
the past 


who 


to encourage good will, even to 
booking and handling shows for 
doctors’ convention, and helping 


them promote the affair. 





Newsreels Giving New 


Fast Film First Trials | 


and | 


New Agfa super-speed stock 
similar ones either ready for mar- 
keting or about to hit market from 
Eastman Kodak and DuPont Film 
Mfg. are getting first break-in by 
newsreel companies. New stock is 
economical because eliminating 
tery and lights crew necessary in 
night shooting. Uniformly clear 
sults and evenly distributed 
have proved satisfactory 
reel camera lads. 

Aside from saving in operations for 
night scenes, new film stock enables 
photographers to operate with more 
mobility. It has resulted in increased 
usage of hand cameras. 

Nearly all reels employed high- 
speed film in catching New Year’s 
eve revels this year, eliminating 
awkward light crews in streets as 
well as in hotel interiors. Same type 
of stock also is being employed when 
newsreel companies desire to catch 
milling crowds at big premieres. 

Another improved stock is the fine- 


re- 


with news- 





grain one Eastman has out for fea- 
tures where excellence of tonal 
qualities is desired. 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Dorothea Kent, Universal player, 


given another option hitch after yeai 

and half on Jot. 
RKO extended 

acting contract. 
Robert Ellis and Helen I 


Frank M. 


Thomas’ 


,ogan Is- 


sued new writing pacts at 20th-Fox. 


Darrell Silvera, in 


charge of sets 


at RKO studio, given year’s contract | 
extension. 

Ed Kelso pacted for Principal's 
writing staff. 

Bonita Granville inked to terme 


by Warners. 

Herbert Dalmas 
bling term, and 
subjects. 

Glenda Farrel! bagged on two-pix 
deal by Universal. 

Douglas McPhail 
writing termer. 

Marvin Hatley. musical director on 
Hal Roach lot for 10 years, drew an- 
other option hitch after se 
‘Swiss Miss.’ 

Ann Gillis rewarded “rme 
by David Selznick for work in “Tom 
Sawyer.’ 

Helen Greco. m 
by Universal. 


TITLE CHANGES 


given Metro scrib- 
assigned to. short 


Signed to 


mine 


pp 


H Il vd Ja 1a 
What Price S2fet: az fo 
Metro’s crime short. ‘Safety Last. 
| Cr ylumbia’ . “ ul Can't W 
switched to ‘When G-Men Step In 
‘Goodbye Bi iway,.’ Universal’ 
release handle fo» Shannons of | 
Broadway.’ 
‘Sidew: alks ff Mew York’ subs fou 
Newsboys. 
Warners ‘Food for Seandal’ has | 
been switc hed to ‘Fool for Scandal.’ 


Republic's ‘Love 
back to 


on Approy al’ 
‘Outside of Paradise.” 


giveaways | 


i with 


| drives on exchanges, 
gift 


act in| 
| films 


Egyp- | 
Co- | 


new 


bat- 


light | clude 
| barker; 
| assistant 


property ma 





| west; 


| Stanley 


1A sn. 


Metro 


‘tL canary, ink “dd 


dling 


{oepe?, 


PEACEFUL ¢ QUAKERTOWN 


Exhibs on High Seas, 
Exchanges Happy 


Insurgent 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
Local exchange managers are all 
heaving audible gasps of relief here 
annual exodus of the ‘bolshe- 


viks.’ ‘Bolsheviks,’ as they kiddingly 


| term themselves and are popularly 


known on the street, are ringleaders 
of United Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners and backbone of the various 
They planned, 
put up the coin and fought the vari- 
ous battles recently with Metro; with 
Par over its failure to deliver all 
promised on 1936-37 contract, 
campaigning against RKO 
for 50% ‘Snow 


and now 


on demands on 


| White.’ 


Brains behind majority of recent 
coups and the man exchanges prob- 
ably happiest to leave is Dave 
Barrist, chairman of UMPTO’s ‘war 
board.’ He leaves next week for 61 | 
days in Egvpt and Palestine. Charles | 
Segall, another tough one to handle, 
is already aboard ship for Rio 
Janeiro along 


see 


exchanges’ sides. Also heading south- 


ward are Lew Pizor, prez of UMPTO; 
| Dave Shapiro, Ben Shindler and 
| Morris Wax, all at various times 


cause of shouts for an aspirin. 

Which makes everyone look for the 
first peace in Philly since the selling 
season got underway last July. Ter- 
ritory, since then, has been most 
turbulent in the country 


Philly’s New Shew Club 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 

New Showmen’s Club, made up of 
about 250 members of local film in- 
dustry, will open quarters in the 
St. James Hotel within next two 
weeks. 

Org has 
ballroom at 
Management is 


leased the hotel’s main 
$2,400 a year as g.h.q. 


stalling new furniture. 
‘ Detroit, Jan. 18. 
William Carlson was installed as 


chief barker of local Variety Club 
last week at banquet in Book-Cadil- 
lac Hotel. John J. Harris, of Pitts- 
burgh, national prez of 
clubs, officiated. 

Other officers elected for 1938 in- 
Alex Schrieber, first assistant 
Harold C. Robinson, second 

barker; David Newman, 
ster; Jack Saxe, wagon 
Buermele, William 
Charles C. 

and Jack 


man: Cully 
Flemion, Ray Moon, 
Perry, Sam _  Seplowin 
Stewart, canvas men, 
Des Moines, Jan, 18. 
annual election of officers 


Moines Variety Club, G 





At 
of the 


the 
Des 


Ralph Branton, general manager for | 


Tri-States Theatres Corp., was 
named president; Harold McKinney, 
Iowa Film Delivery, v.p., Frank 
Rubel, Pioneer Theatre Corp., treas- 
urer, and Dave Dewey, Tri-States 
Theatres, secretary. Directorate in- 
cludes the officers and Lou Elman, 
RKO: Lou Levy, Grand National; 
Myron Blank, Central States Thea- 
tres; Elmer Tilton, Republic Mid- 
Leo McKechneay, Tri-States, 
‘Chuck’ Hes, Iowa Film Delivery; 
Mayer, 20th-Fox, and 
Toney, National Theatre Supply. 
Salt Labs City, Jan. 18. 

tugar, indie thentve opera- 
Park City, Utah, reelected 


John 
tor at 


| president of Intermountain Theatres | 


Other officers are George 
Smith, Magna, U., v.p.; Beve 
Clendenin, Salt Lake City, secretary 
and treasurer; J. J. Gillette, Tooele, 
U.. Martin Harris, Evanston, 


Stanley Rich, Montpelier, Idaho, 


Joseph L. Lawrence, Salt Lake, Paul | 
De Mordaunt, Blackfoot, Indah» 
Rugar and Smith, board of directors 


Ernest WMioore Suicides 


Jan. 18 
miniature set 


Hollywood, 
Ernest Moore, 37, 


‘chnician at 20th-Fox, shot himself 
fatally Monday (15) with a rifle 
He had been despondent cver ill 


oy) th 
ti 


GB PUB-AD REALIGNMENTS 
nt of 


British advertising- 


anime posts in G timont 
publicity d 
Ferg, 
in charge 
Peggy 
avazines, 


Reali 
‘part 
nent places Lou 


licity assistant 


for ¢r pu 

of a pub 
and Goldb«.v han 
lan om 
Mat FOES 


licizing, 


of all advert 


in char se 


| in’-publicity. 


Charles 


1 +4 
maue on 


Garrett handles 2¢cve 
ng pl vith Jack Savave, at 


director, 








de | 
with Jay Emanuel, | 


tocl exhib, often a quiet thorn in the | land was that it would crimp theatre 


| fiestas, 





redecorating and in- | 


Variety | 








Bill | 


rly S.| 


Wyo., | 


under Albert 
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SHRINERS ADD 
CLEVE. FOR 
BENEFITS 


Series of Shriner benefit shows 
planned for Philadelphia during 
Marsh and April will also be given 
in Cleveland Deal was finally se 
last week when the Cleveland city 
council okayed the rental of the 
$,.000-seat Municipal Auditorium 
there over the opposition of the 
RKO chain of film houses, which 
controls the city’s picture distribu- 
tion. Mayor had refused to rent the 
hall, but turned the decision over 
| to council. Opposing RKO in trying 
to negotiate the deal vere the 
| Shriners and Music Corp of fan 
| booking the seri 

RKO’s seaaanil for nixing the 
| presentation of the shows in Cleve- 


for some time 
RKO worked 
Variety Club 


during and 
affairs 

the Cleveland 
the deal. 
includes vaude 
legit productions and concert 
Among the *s listed 
antor, Ted Lewis, Eddy 
Duchin, Shep Fields, Mary Brian, 
Grace Moore (for Cleveland only), 
Gladys Swarthout (for Philadelphia 
only), Philadelphia Orchestra and 
Monte Carlo Ballet, with Eugene 
Ormandy conducting; Albert Spauld- 
ing, Lily Pons, and the legit tourers, 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ ‘Room 
Service,’ ‘Brother Rat,’ ‘You Can’t 
Take It With You’ and ‘The Women,” 
Mannie Sacks is booking the series 
for MCA, 


biz before, 
after the 
through 
in fighting 

Series shows, 
attractions nam 
Eddie C 


are 


Cleveland, 18 

Although a combine of theatre ex- 
ecutives tried to block deal by Al 
Koran Shrine’s Amusement Guild to 
bring Eddie Cantor, Grace Moore, 
Gladys Swarthout and several big- 
time shows here in the next three 
months, it finally had to withdraw 


Jan 


opposition because of political fac- 
tors. 

Complaints were registered when 
fraternal organization announced 
that nine of its attractions would be 
staged in civic auditorium. Four 
leading showmen accused the hall 
manager and city’s mayor of violat- 
ing unwritten agreement that hall 
was not to enter show biz, or to rent 


space to competitive roadshows that 
should play the regular commercial 
theatres. Herb Buckman retorted he 
gave the Shrine a blanket contract 
on the auditorium without knowing 
inside plans. Since deal was signed 
and delivered, theatre execs decided 
to drop case after warning city offi- 
cials they would fight any future vio- 
lations. 

Sponsors are circusing sale of 100,- 
000 subscription books at $2.50 a 
copy as a civic enterprise, emphasiz- 
ins fact that profits will be turned 
into the Shrine’s welfare fund. Stunt 
by Louis H. Wie- 


was originated 

berg, of its amusement guild, and 
plugged by Elmer Wiener, who 
booked Cantor into Public Hall for a 
record-smashing week about five 


years ago. 


Usher Prevents Fire 


Panic at Kids’ Matinee 


Girard, O., Jan. 18. 

A cool-headed usher, John Ezzo, 
prevented the possibility of a panic 
here when he got more than 300 
children quietly out of the Wellman 
theatre while the projector opera- 

| tor, Peter Patti, battled a fire in the 
booth, which caused $8,000 to $10,000 
damage to the interior. 

Film caught fire during the chil- 
dren’s matinee. F tti finally shut the 
fireproof doors of the booth, while 
Kzz0 hurried to the front of the 

| theatre and announced to tt! chil- 

“the show is over.” Gourl soly 
they filed out, but orderly, as the 
fire trucks reached the scene. 
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Life... vigor... action... looks ... charm... appeal. @ Pre-vues by National Screen Service 
. .. lobby displays by National Screen Accessories. @ Selling fire by both . . . seat-selling by both 
... top service by both. @ For... just as the Pre-vue has been solving your screen advertising 
problems for eighteen years . . . this new theatre advertising giant . . . now in its third year... 
solves your lobby display problems. @ Complete service in your lobby on every picture you book 
with the same efficient booking system ...the same ‘‘always-on-time” delivery system...the same 
care and thought in production and selling angles. ® More than 11,000 showmen know there 
are no headaches with National Screen Pre-vues .. . and now the big swing is on toward its lobby 


display twin. @ That’s why the word goes round “double your theatre advertising punch with... 
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By Epes W. Sargent 





Nothing Overlooked 


Loew’s Valentine, Toledo, got out | 
of the rut for ‘Nothing Sacred’ with 
a four round bout staged at the| 
local fights, the contenders being a| 
husky young woman and an under- | ¢ 
sized Man in evening clothes. The |< 
announcer explained what it was all | 
about with house nd picture plugs. | 
Milked the idea by advertising in 
the local classified for the woman. 

Doorknob hangers and ‘closed’ 
signs were liberally employed and 
11.000 curbstone’ snipes heralded | 


| 


|eraze and Fox stunt was 


Shooting De Mille 
Atlanta. 
Lucas & Jenkins’ Fox theatre ef- 
fected a nifty tieup with Hearst's 
Georgian and Sunday American in 
onnection with Cecil B. De Mille’s 


personal appearance here at pre 
miere showing of ‘The Buccaneer. 
Paper conducts a snapshot contest 


;}one of the characters go al 





weekly to cash in on candid camera | 


Viille as 
Atlanta visit. 


: : 86 Sah Camera fans were given 30-min- 
way to tne big fight Ww th meon- D iod on two uccessive day 
n of the picture, stars an i theatre y snap producer—first timed to sive 
Put out 3,000 lake fignt { ckets and 1eon-hour snap fans a crack at 
tne same num er hte ‘DLOW ; . tn econd for benefit of student: 
Spot Cares as Well Ss 090 BOOK | and arranged so school kids wouldn't 
markers through the library; to play hookey to get in on it 
R a Carole Lombard doubl All-expense trip for week to Holly 
‘ + ir con: mn \ h th ver , De Mille’ pel ynal guest at 
News-Bee with a window from the] P t sty foes to inne! 


dress shop which donated the prizes. | 
There was a second fashion show 
window in another store Plenty oi 
radio and ‘newspaper work with 


Added Contrast 


This One Was Dangerous 
Minneapolis 
Police reserves were called to 
( ot: ‘atre ballyhoo 
mith from a mob that rushed him 


to offer De} 
camera subject during his | 


SOUTH RIDING 


(Continued from page 19) 
through 
cough, | 


+ 


i 
the piece with a tubercular 
the story 


which has no bearing on 
as__ filmed. Other rancies, 
which may possibly have been good 
pen pictures in the novel, use con- 
Siderable footage. As a result, a 


| 


story that could much better be told 
in one hour tak 90 nut 
Story is laid in Yorkshire. with 
carefully toned | dialects to 
| make them understandable. and con- 
cerns a count! tire whose famils 
had lived on 1 ! i 
tions, and who the 
bankruptcy L, C 
s; besieged to t 
doing away wit 
ind buildiz 
work people G 
sharp hooter t 
yan to have tl! 
yn which lees 
yme profit. In 
posed_and the 
unor house f 


In the inter 
choolmistre 


| falls in love, and 


‘ tle when he gave aw money on the 

Extensive tie-up with ‘Wells Fargo’ | loop busiest corner Attired as 
(Par) with express company includes | »4ta the young man wore banner 
, ] abe kup te the top that V In tron and back 1 ling: ‘Beliey 
Gauntlett and Eddie Rive ive pu 18) I , nta ( I 
ting over is rigging up an old si I] Ww 10 eve hour on the 
coach, with four-horse team, meetin ! runs at n 
the films as <% lirfield, upon arrival : nt to pi out care 
here from Holly od by plane. Th plu , ‘Well Fargo’ with real 
contact of the lo ww-old and the fas nnie attached Cards told all 
new mode of transport got nice spac ibout the picture at the Minnesota | 
in newspaper ind also read ‘This is your lucky 

corks Nog ge and attendant p 


were oldest men in employ of e» 
press ree some of whom did 
driv horses a lot. Bub Burns, 


r 
bro’ her of Bob Burns, was with th 
gang for the stage ride from air ficld 
to theatre (Paramount). Bub is ed 
itor of local travel mag, ‘The Puget 
Sounder.’ 


Looks Like a Plant 
Norfolk 

One excited Norfolk woman pro 
vided unusual exploitation for ‘Hur- | 
ricane,’ playing through Dec. (30) at | 
Loew’s State, Norfolk. Said house- | 
wife espied hurricane flags flying in 
front of theatre and rushed home to 
start telephones buzzing. 

The newspapers, radio stations and 
the weather bureau got calls as a1 
sult of zeal with which this woman 
whose identity was not established 
spread the word. Her neighbors too! 
calls seriously, as Norfolk has been 
striking spot for hurricanes in past 
She set up a regular chain of calls 
snapping suddenly when it was dis- 
covered that flags were in front of 
Loew’s, not on weather bureau build- 
ing. 

tesult: more 
knew about the 
than otherwise. 


‘Romance’ at Auction 
Philadelphia. | 

Opening of ‘Ill Take Romance’ at 
the Irving theatre, Wilkes-Barre, was 
preceded by a preview especially for 
the blind, arranged by Bob Sidman 
of Columbia exploitation department 
Only other persons allowed in were 
two who had bought a pair of tick- 
ets at auction. Almost $500 was paid 
for these two seats, the money going 
to the Association for Prevention of 
Blindnes in Wilkes-Barre. Souvenir 
tickets were printed for the going. 
going, gone biz and were auto- 
graphed by Grace Moore and Melvyn 
Douglas. 

At the conclusion of the preview 
Miss Moore phoned from Hollywood. | 
William Multer, prez of Wilkes-Barre 
Lions Club, talked with her, their 
conversation being amplified through | 
the house. 


Norfolk 
attraction 


people in 
current 


All Set in Pitts. 


Pittsburgh. 
Biggest break a flicker has ever 
received around here long before it’s 
been dated was accorded Walt Dis- 
‘Snow White and Seven 


are 4 9 : 
warfs’ here last w ek. Children’s 





theatre operated by Kaufman's, big 
department store. produced its own 
version of the fairy tale in its audi- 
torium for Xmas trade and at same 
time used all its windows for dis- 
plays of replicas of Disney char- | 
acters. | 

Then mercantile establishment 
tied in with TWA in having leading 
lady flown from New York for spe- 
cial greeting by Mayor and subse- 
quent publicity tie-ups which were 
handled by Joe Feldman, advertising | 
director for Warners here. 

WB went along with promise from 
Kaufman's that when Disney's ‘Snow 
White’ is finally pencilled in through 
this territory, circuit will have first 
call on store’s showmanly set-up. | 


Raffles 


‘Mannequin’ 


Detroit 
For current ‘world premiere’ of | 
Viannequin’ (MG) at United Artists 
heatre here, MG 1 sponsoring a 


ch the Mannequin’ (Raffles) con- 
t through Detroit Times, with $50 


Gag readers of the Hearst 
print to study masked photo of gal in 
newspaper, get a good look at her 
masked at designated corners 
vntown at given hours, and then 
identify her when she’ 
unmasked and in different togs al 
ignated corners later in day 





be able to 


} -— 
oiuner ae 


Numbered Wires 
Indianapolis. 

Ted Nicholas, manager of the Lyric, 
n order to plug Ted Lewis appear- 
ince on stage, had 15,000 heralds dis- 
tributed by Western Union in down- 
town office buildings and neighbor- 
hood districts. Each herald was num- 
bered, and 10 numbers posted in 
window of box office each day. Those 
holding corresponding numbers were 
admitted to the theatre that day free. 

While a 10% response of winning 
numbers was all that reported, Nich- 
olas figured the idea a good one if it 
caused the person receiving a herald 
to hold it long enough to absorb the 
ad copy. 


Cold Weather Stunt 
Regina, Sask. 


Walter F. Davis has another one 
for theatres where the mercury hits 
the low spots. Just inside the door 
of Capitol he has a box with tear-off 
sheets of cleaning tissue and an in- 
vitation: ‘Wipe your glasses here.’ 
Coming in out of cold patrons eye- 
vlasses fog badly and tissue is a life- 
saver. 

Box of 300 sheets cost 2l1c. at drug- 
tore, is cut in half to make 600, and 


| is winning friends galore 


Double Feature 


Metro got out two campaign books 
for ‘Rosalie,” one containing the ad- 
vertising and publicity and a second 
devoted to exploitation. Other simi- 
lar books have had the various sec- 
tions loosely inserted so that they 
may be distributed to the proper 
persons, but this seems to be the 
first instance of an exploitation book 
with its own colored cover. 

Included in this second volume is 
an insert with the accessory and 
trade hook-ups outlined and insert- 
ed in a pocket. Makes for a com- 
plete campaign. 


‘Sawyer’ Exhibit 
Comprehensive exhibit on 
Sawyer’ by Selznick-International, at 
the Museum of Modern Art in Radio 
City. rated the outstanding display 

arranged in R. C. in many months. 
Exhibit includes pre-prodt iction 


| original script (before any censoring 
iby the Joe 


green office), costumes, 
props, makeups, schedule of shooting. | 
miniature models, research employed 
and stills showing progress of film | 
intil finally finished for release. 
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Theatre Changes 








Ph ladelph le 
Max Gillis, Columb i salesman 
has been named Philly manager of 
Republic. He replaces Harry La- 
vine, upped to co-manager of Repub- 
lic’s eastern division. Gillis’ spot at 
Columbia being taken over by Joe 


Schaeffer, Grand National ilesman. | 


Los Angele 

Fox West Coast opened the Bruin 

900-seater, in Westwood Village New 

Year’s eve. It’s circuit’s second house 
in the suburb 

Pacific States Theatres opened its 

new 900-seat Strand at Redondo 


Beach (6). 1} 


Galveston 
Oldiicld 
the State theatrs here, 


Martini 


Appointment of R. E 
manager of 
announced by A, 
city manager. 


interstate 


Charlotte, N. C. 

Plans for the construction of a new 
theatre to replace the Y.M.C.A. the- 
atre, Kanapolis, which was de- 
stroyed by fire several days ago, are 
already taking definite form, accord- 
ing to John Yandell, director of the- 
atres for Cannon Mills Company, 
owners, 


Oklahoma City. 
Wewoka Dec. 29 


Pix cpened in 


under joint managership of W. A. 
Nave and Tom Ward, formerly of | 
Ada. First runs only. | 


owner of | 
Shutt also | 
Mooreland, 


Earl] W. Shutt is new 
"oy Theatre at Gage 
owns houses at Freedom 
Carter and Hammon. 

Todd Ferguson now 
Midwest, Oklahoma City 

State, Oklahoma City, now man- 
aged by B. H. Pfottenhauer. T. B 
Noble is managing director. 


mahnayving 


; Cleveland 
Herbert J. ~ hs has succeeded 
. ilt Mooney as branch manager here 
for Warner Bros. Mooney recently 
resigned from the company. 


Detroit. 
theatre, former RKO 
reopened last 
banner of Lipton Astrachan on a| 
doub:.-feature policy. House seats 
2,600 and wi'l show revivals and sub- 
sequent sun flickers at 25 cent top. | 

Spot was abandoned recently by | 
“rim Brothers circuit, which had 
taken over the house last summe! 


Downtown 
showcase, 


Joel D. Smith is the 


Industries Rex an 


of Hall tialto 
theatres, Alice, Tex He ieceed 
Samuel Schiwetz, transfe: i to | 
old post in Three Rive Tex 
William (Billy) Farr rth Jr 
| ex-New York city eripe recently 


joined the Majestic staff. San An- 
| tonio, to learn the trade 


Ho mn 

R. V. Ratcliff, lo ling statior 
operator, is planning | ynstruc- 
tion of a theatre to yst »NO00 o 
Jensen Drive in the yurbs, where 
his gas station ited, and wil 
lease it for 20 yea to G. L. Petit 
f Algona, Ia. Petit *ttling nere a 
few weeks ago, recently id a strings 
if a dozen theatre » had operated 
In Iowa } 

House he take ver | , t $4,590 | 
\ year will seat 1,900. lc 


week under | a= 
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| Average $10.03 | $1,060 Award to Femme 








(Continued from page 23) 


Jackson, Miss., Jan. 18 


managers had better be 


various divisions during first five | 


months of 1937 follows: Theatre 


Rate Calls Total Wages | ©4reful about what they say to per- 
A ages 
$3.20 10.464 $32 484 80 | SONS who may be causing diso 
5.00 28.092 140.460.00 | in the picture show. That 
5.83 1,353 7,887.99 | deduction from an opinion handed 
7.50 25 263 965.999 51) down by the Mississippi supreme 
8.33 9 74.97; Court upholding a judgment for 
190 95 225.00 $1,000 by the lower yurt al 
10.09 38,458 384,580.00 | >@enser Theatres Corp 
12.50 123 1.537.50 In the } é County Court trial 
15.00 14.157 912 355.00 | it wa n that a 12 i. 
0 8 140.00 B e H 
> 00 49 1.225.000 { 
] 128.101 $1,047,192. 7¢ 
) ind Adj 125,846.18 t i 
I os ) 4 
I , ‘ yloy p> SUES 
liv yn 1u inal 
months of 1937 follow r i 1 ! tnesse *S- 
Wage Calls Total Wages nea that Sy told ‘that she had 
$5.50 38,039 $299.21 0) ee! lilty of such indecent conduct 
6.50 - 6,544 42. 536.00 i ‘nde { ‘Yr unfit ind an im- 
7.50 52 390.00 9 Prope cna ter to enter the show, 
3.25 45.160 372.570.00 t e had been guilty of inde 
8.33 None None | cent L lo wh conduct in the 
9.00 } 15.00 | s! 
11.00 16,326 619,586.00 The 1- 
) Ldb6 145.00 i ry in 
16.50 19.903 328.399 50 f ¢ n half ev ld have beer 
5, O00 yA 25.00 ty of that rt f language ad- 
( to 12 ri | . 
Total 166,206 $1,575,411.00 
Overtime and Adjustments 237,922.95 
. ‘ , 
Nigh Directs ‘Rose 
Grand Total... 6k sé $1,813,333.95 H ‘ F 
llywood, Jan. 18 
Big increase during last “ee , ; ; = ' 
months under Guild shop contract Willia n Nigh has been dottedlined 
negotiated by Screen Actors Guild by Monogram to direct ‘Rose of the 
I "4 LA N I d LUTS r ( " . ’ 
ll be called to attention of Junior Rio Grande,’ with Movita in the 
ik (OC L111 0¢ ( L iO! Or Jun I 
name pot 
members of the Guild at mass meet- : et ae , P 9 
1g scheduled for Feb. 13. Tops in ' “ Do ae ‘tenia = it an. 
SAG said tilt would have been even ee eee. Fee ee 


irger but for economy program put 
nto Operation by major studio in | 

production at many siu- | 
lios being at lowest ebb since 1932 | 


Yawitz Kicks Off 


Hollywood, Jan. 18 


Bert Granet and Paul Yawitz have 


’ 
>mover, 














: een a sed by RKO to do script- 
N. Y. Luxer Opens Fri. ng on ‘Mr. Doodle Kicks Off.’ 
Philadelphia, Jan. 18 Task first under Yawitz's newest 
George E. Merring, assistant man-| option pickup 
iger of Trans-Lux here, has been | -— 
shifted to New York Trans-Lux | 
skedded for debut at 52d stre and | U’s Fight Films for Eng. 
Lexington avenue Friday (21). Universal has the British distribu- 
Basil S. Nichols will take his spot! tion right to the Jim Braddocke 
ere. Gerard Becker has also been Farr films 
tamed as an assistant to Manage! is at Madison Square Gar- 
Harry T. Jordan, Jr. Y., this Friday (21). 
Pp *. 
New York Theatres 
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Joun Spencer —On the Stage— 
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Orchestration ‘Lost’ on Purpose 


To Force Substitute Song Is 


Great lengths to which certain 
songpluggers will go and how in- 
delicaiely primed, was manifested 
last week at one of the major net- 
works It reached the stage where 


a singer's orchestration, costing $50 


or $¢€0O for the special arrangement, 


was ‘lost’ by a studio attache, in or- 
der that the singer substitute an- 
other song she had just learned. 
Moi:ve back of all this intrigue was 
the desire to ‘add one more plug in 
order to make the radio log.’ 
Production man on show is al- 
Jezed to have assisted the over- 


zealous song plugger in ‘losing’ the 
competitive firm’s orchestration, ir 


~ 


order that his own firm’s song be 
substituted. 

A seemingly trivial matter, it may 
become a casus belli in studio and 


tin pan alley relations, s:nce sundry 
other manifestations thereof have 
cropped up. This stems all from the 
same desire to ‘get on the list’ and 
‘make a showing.’ 


There have been incidents of 
frank subsidization where a tie 
looked imminent in order to nose 


out a rival either for No. 1 or well 
up in the first 10. As regards the 
above incident, it revolved about a 
minor ranking in the radio log, 





Latest Plugger Stunt Reported 








NBC’s Stoki-Toscy Gag 

Extreme reverence in which 
Arturo Toseanini is held at 
NBC was illustrated last week 
by a deletion in the Fred Allen 
script. Latter hissed his or- 
chestra leader, Peter Van 
Steeden and then explained 
why: ‘I heard Toscanini last 
week.’ 

NBC blue-pencilled the gag 
and changed it to read, ‘I 
heard Stokowski.’ 











NBC MAY HIT 
WEST THROUGH 
CKLAHOMA 


Oklahoma City, Jan. 18. 
Reported that NBC is_ giving 
thought to switching the junction 
point for its telephone setup to the 
westcoast from Kansas City to 











Miiionaire Wants NBC 
Short Wave Tie-Up For 
Round-World Flight 





Oklahoma City so as to avoid the 
occasional breakdown in wire serv- 
ice which come with sleet and 
snowstorms. If the changes go 
through, the lines will run from 
Chicago to St. Louis and then to 
Oklahoma City, down through 
Amarillo and to Albuquerque and 
on to Los Angeles. 

Current alignment has them run- 





Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Howard Hughes, one-time oil mil- | 
lionaire film producer and now play- 
ing to the hilt his hobby of flying, is 
negotiating an arrangement with 
NBC whereby one of the net’s tech- 
nicians will accompany him on what 
he hopes will be a ’round the world 
non-stop flight. Daily broadcasts via 
short wave would be originated from 
various points of interest over which 
h- plans to fly and the airing of a 
daily log. | 
So far NBC has not committed it- 
self, preferring to hold off until the 
flight takes more concrete shape. 


Hughes is now having the ship, 
dubbed b: those working on it ‘the 


baby clipper,’ put in shape for an 
early trial. 


SPENCER BENTLEY IS 
VICTOR IN ACTION 


Spencer Bentley, currently in 
“Betty and Bob,’ on CBS, won a ver- 
dict of $1,700 in his $10,000 damage 
suit in N. Y. supreme court against 
James A. Dunn, insurance company 
advertising man, on charge that he 
fractured his jaw last winter. Jury 
sustained plaintiff on all four prin- 
cipal counts, but decided that Dien 
and his wife, Mina, inflicted all the 
injuries sustained by Bentley and 
his wife. 

Motion to appeal the decision was 
denied in court yesterday. 

Bentley was struck so hard on the 
side of his jaw that he was unable 
to continue as announcer for ‘Pepper 
Young's Family’ for six weeks while 
fracture was taped up. As a result 
of beaiing he lost this job and only 
did occasional radio work until late 
in August when he was signatured 
to ‘Betty and Bob’ show, emanating 
in Chicago. Bentley came to N. Y. 
for trial, being written out of script 
for two days. 

George D. Carrington, hu: band of 
Elaine Sterne Carrington, author of 
“Pepper Young’ show, was counsel 
for Bentley. 


Baker, Packard Due East 


Return of the Phil Baker-Good 
Gulf show (CBS) from Hollywood to 
New York has been put off to the 
middie of February. The exodus 
had been scheduled for the end of 
January. 

Packard stanza. handled by the 
fame agency, Young & Rubicam, 
won't likely move east until April. 

















ning from Chicago to Omaha and 
then through Kansas City, Denver, 


|Salt Lake City and out to Frisco. 


Much of this overland trail involves 
|pole-line service. Another reason 
|for the re-routing of lines is NBC’s 
;contemplated expansion of wire 
service in the southwest. 


wn 





PASSION PLAY ON NBC 


Not Dialog, To 
Presence of Saviour 





Music, Indicate 





NBC is plotting a series of five 
programs on the Passion Play for 
airing during Holy Week on a sus- 
taining basis. National Council of 
Catholic Men will foster the broad- 


casts, with Father Burke of the 
Catholic University acting as ad- 
viser, 

Networks have always’ veered 


from building programs of this sort 
on their own. Few which have been 
carried were remote pickups, such 
as the time NBC carried short-wave 
slice of the Oberammergau Play- 
ers’ pageant from Germany. 

Although indie stations have often 
had Passion Plays and other relig- 
ious dramatizations with Christ as a 
speaking part, NBC will not. Music 
will indicate His presence and ac- 
tions. 


Ralph Wonders Out 





Ralph Wonders leaves 
O’Keefe Jan. 31. He figures on open- 
ing his own talent booking office. 

Wonders came to R-O’K 
March. 
CBS Artists Bureau. 


Rates & Data Book In 


Strong Protest Against 
Free & Peters Stunt 


Publisher Radio 
Rates and Data has addressed an ap- 
|peal to its advertising agency sub- 

scribers refrain from using the 
|leather covers for the book which 
Free & Peters, station sales reps, dis- 
| tributed in December. Plea in the 
| January issue anc the mailing of a 
| reprint of the publisher’s statement 


last 





of 





+ 
LO 


ito agencies came after Free & Peters | 
turned down recuest that they them- | 





|'selves call in the covers Another 
| move made by RAR & D was to in- 
| crease the length of the January is- 
sue, hoping thereby to frustrate the 
binder’s further use. 

Outfit behind the rate compilation 
acted after station rep advertisers in 
the book complained that the leather 
binder served to conceal their adver- 
tisements in the book, and to give 
Free & Peters’ self-inserted list of 
stations dominant ad position. The 
reps that did the complaining were 
Edward Petry & Co. and John Blair 
& Co. Yankee Network has the 
back cover of the rates publication. 

Appeal to time buyers points out 
that ‘the continued use of the leather 
binder would contribute to a viola- 


ition of the first function of all adver- 


tising; that of giving the ‘utmost 
value to the advertiser in return for 
his investment’ and that ‘any inter- 
ference with the steady flow of in- 
come threatens the efficiency’ which 
the book has ‘always maintained.’ 

Blair & Co. contemplated putting 
out a similar binder in October of 
1936, but the idea was dropped after 
it had received a protest from the 
RAR&D’s publisher. 


CBS LINKS KARM, KROY 
TO PACIFIC NETWORK 


KARM, Fresno, and KROY, Sac- 
ramento, have become available as 
part of the CBS Pacific Coast Net- 
work, Other latest addition to Co- 
lumbia’s list is WBRK, Pittsfield, 
Mass., but the date of affiliation is 
Feb. 1. All three stations operate 
at 100 watts nights. V’7BRK has 250 
watts days. 

When the Sacramento outlets are 
on the air they must be used in com- 
bination at a rate of $159 per night- 
time hour. Fresno’s may be hac for 
$100 an hour if the other station 
isn't available. Night time rate for 
WBRK is $125. 

KARM is owner by George Harm, 
local Cadillac dealer. Lou Kep- 
linger is mgr., John Scales, chief en- 
gineer; Dick Wegener, program di- 
rector: Bob Davies, news editor, and 
Jerry Lansing, Bert Hale and Wal- 
ter Sheppard, announcers. 














Mrs. Mae Lopez, wife of Joe Lopez, 
|manager of WICC, Bridegport, ap- 
| pendectomized at Bridgeport hosp. 





Ben Bernie booked adolescent Har- 
old Nicholas of the Nicholas Bros.. 
| young colored as a boy soprano, but 
|< couple days before his first re- 
hearsal for U.S. Tire the maestro 
discovered that young Nicholas was 


three tones deeper than Chaliapin. 
Youth's changing voice gave his 


mike values a completely new twist, 
with result that the Campbell-Ewald 
agreed to pay him off at the full rate 
of $500 a week for the minimum 
four weeks’ contract. 

Herman Stark, managing director 
of the Cotton Club, N.Y., which con- 
|trols the Nicholas Bros. theatrical 
activities, is talking about legal ac- 
‘ion on the ground that the summary 
cancellation damaged Nicholas. 

Among the Bernie-U.S. Tire ideas 
was to use the youth in his once- 
standard Cab Calloway hi-de-ho im- 
pressionisms, but with his boy so- 
prano having suddenly switched into 
basso profundo he’s gone from scat 
to ‘Asleep in the Deep’ in songalog. 


| 








Boy Soprano Overnight Sounds Like 
Chaliapin, So Bernie Air Deal Is Off 


+ 





RURAL DATA RELEASE 
IN LATE FEBRUARY 


Technical committee of the joint 
committee on radio research met 
Monday (17) and will again get to- 
gether Friday (21) to go over the 
results of a survey made to test a 
different method of determining sta- 
tion coverage. Five counties were 
picked for the experiment, and these 
were in Pennsylv nia, Kansas, Iowa, 
ndiana and Louisiana, 

Indications are that the commit- 
tee’s findings in the rural survey it 
conducted several months 
not be made available to the trade 
until the end of February. Outline 
of the survey's statistical setup has 
been practically approved. Data col- 
lected during this field probe will 
serve as the basis for the commit- 
tee’s estimate of the number of rural 
radio sets as of Jan. 1, 1938. 








Rockwell- | 


He was formerly with the | 


Advertising 


ago will | 
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Joshing Network Salesmen 





| 
| 
| 
. 
| to have continued. 


notify the police?’ 
| 
sales promotion departments, 
brigade, felt accused, or were. 


tations and what not. 
real aggressiveness. 


manship, 





John U. Reber’s remarks about the networks’ laxity in apprising 
general media buyers of the big things that radio has accomplished 
in the merchandising field has been taken as a cue for anecdote spin- 
ning by some of the wags around the trade. 
of an agency exec calling network sales chief to inform him that 
there was some one in his office posing as an NBC salesman. 

‘The fellow is obviously an imposter, 
‘We have done a lot of business with your net- 
work but no salesman has ever called on us. 


One effect of the Reber story and charges seemed to be that the 
rather 

Aciually the essence of the charge 
of underselling radio was disparagement of ‘order-takers’ and not of 
the departments that struggle to supply ammunition, statistics, presen- 
These are credited with much of the industry’s 


‘Order-taking’ has been described by those who have watched some 
network salesmen ‘at work’ as the fine art of stalling, making them- 
selves personally popular, talking business as little as possible. 
fenders of the practice say that the salesmen adjust their tempo to 
the mentality of the people they have to sell. 
to kill time, idle, have fun but not listen to too much serious sales- 


One gag (fictional) tells 


the agency man is imputed 


Do you think we better 


than the actual sales contact 


De- 


Latter, they aver, like 








| 





‘Ken Murray Back Feb. 4 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Ken Murray, Oswald, Marlyn 
Stuart returning to Hollywood Hoiel 
airshow Feb, 4. 
Emceeing next two broadcasts are 
John Barrymore and George Mur- 
phy. 


IRONIZED YEAST TAKES 
ON ‘GOODWILL HOUR’ 


‘Goodwill Hour,’ which lost 
snonsor over Mutual basic web and 
WMCA, N. Y., with its last Sunday 
(16) broadcast, picks up another th’s 
coming Sabbath. Macfadden Pub- 
lications went off; Ironized Yeas‘ 
takes on. 

New bankroller will expand the 
show by adding, in addition to what 
it has been using, the entire Inter- 
City regional of 10 stations along the 
Atlantic seaboard. WMCA foun- 
tain-heads Inter-City. 

Ironized Yeast has been holding 
off air advertising all this season. 
In the past eccount was a fairly 
large buyer in the national spot 
field. Sponsor, in going on Mutual 
basic, is also considering expanding 
the spread to include the Don Lee 
Regional on the Coast. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan agency handles 
both the Macfadden and _ Ironized 
accounts, 


IT GETS ANNOYING 


Audition Abruptly Cancelled—Rec- 
ordings Stalled by Reorg 
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Columbus, Jan. 18. 

Abram Ruvinsky, WHKC musical 
director, is getting fed up with do- 
ing a lot of work and having noth- 
ing to show for it. Scheduled Mu- 
tual broadcast of 50-piece symphony 
which he was to direct Sunday as an 
audition for prospective sponsor was 
postponed when sponsor decided to 
sit tight for three months. 

Ruvinsky also has two-weeks’ sup- 
ply of dises lying around WHKC 
while station awaits word to go with 
a scheduled transcription — series. 
Sponsor is House of Del Van, cos- 
metics company in Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
which engaged local maestro. to 
direct 16-piece orchestra and guest 
| Stars in 15-minute dise series to run 





six days a week on WHKC and 
WOwWO, Ft. Wayne. 
Dozen transcriptions had been 


| 

Doz when Ruvinsky got the stop 
| sign, Understood cosmetic firm in 
| throes of reorganization but  pro- 
| gram expected to start any day now. 


Hoff’s 5th for Luckies 


Carl Hoff orchestra follows 
| Richard Himber crew on the Lucky 
| Strike Hit Parade on CBS Feb. 12 
It marks outfit’s fifth return to the 
program. Contract is for 10 weeks. 
but following opening broadcast 
crew will be given time out fo) 
p.a.’s with the Al Pearce radio show 
ypening in Cleveland, Feb. 18. 

Upon closing of vaude tour band 
returns and picks up for remainder 
of time. 














} 
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| 





General Electric Big Co-Op Deal Due 
With Utilities; Includes Radio Adv. 


+ 


Big broadcasting barrage of spots 
is imminent when General Electric 
sets its co-operative promotional 
campaign with flock of utility com- 
panies. GE, in an effort to peddle 
its gadgets, is tying in with various 
utilities in a manner which will per- 
mit the public to buy ‘luxury’ elec- 
trical appliances at about half usual 
cost. Utilities will help public buy 
by partial underwriting and get 
theirs through upped use of juice 
and gas. 

Several of the big western utilities 
are already in with GE. Campaign 
will break when the latter has 
hooked in with as many of the pub- 
lic-servers as it can. GE hopes to 
get around $75,000,000 from the utili- 
ties for their contribution to the un- 
derwriting. 

Spot buying on stations to ballyhoo 
the drive will be in ratio to the 
amount obtained by GE from each 
utility outfit in each specific area. 


CBS CATALOGS 
LOCAL STUDIO 
SET-UPS 





Columbia Broadcasting System 
home office in New York is gradual- 
ly gathering from all its own and 
affiliated stations a complete file of 
photographs and data illustrating the 
studio, transmitter and other techni- 
cal facilities locally available. In- 
creasing tendency of commercials to 
originate for special occasions out- 
side the chief network centres made 
the building up of such a file desir- 
able. 

CBS credits the idea to KMBC, 
Kansas City, that made a showmanly 
presentation confined to its equip- 
ment only. 


NITE CLUB PROGRAM 
FLOPS; GARR WEST 


After one broadcast, Eddie Garr’s 
program for Bromo-Seltzer is off the 
Initial show of the series origi- 
nated at the International Casino, 
N.Y., last week. Not only the spon- 
sor, but J. Walter Thompson agency 








air. 


j}and the William Morris office were 


dissatisfied with the results. 

Morris office is setting a new deal 
for Garr, program to originate on 
the Coast. 

Harriet Parsons, film gossiper, 
goes into the Bromo spot tonight 
(Wednesday ) as a substitute for Garr 
and the niterie idea. She’s been 
given a three-week contract. Noth- 
ing has been decided on beyond that 
late (Feb. 2), 





Cantor From Phila. March 16 

Eddie Cantor broadcast March 16 
for Texaco will originate in the stu- 
dios of WCAU, Philadelphia. 

Comedian will be there that week 
for a vaude date for the Shriners. 
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NBC 1937 Time Sales by Biz 


Percentage 
up or down 


compared | 


Class. Amount. to 1936. 
Drugs and Toilet Goods...cccccccccecsescee $13,322,990 19. 
Food and Food Beverages. ..ccccccesccsccce 11.008.762 13 
Laundry Soaps and Cleaners. ....ccccccces ‘ 3.392.383 53 
PN EO er or ner ere _ 2,726,823 6 
Lubricants and Petroleum Prods 2,045,918 24.0 
Cigars ANG TOOACCE. cciccicccvcesccece jd aie 1,716,638 10.8 
Radios and Musical Instruments...... a 1,275,184 117.3 
Miscellaneous (Excl. Political)............ 7,917,398 43.0 
Stationery and Publishing...............-. ‘ 37.546 i 41.6 
Financial and Imsurance. .ccccccccecees ‘ 360.491 +- 10.9 
Paints and Hardware. .ccccccccccccces ‘ 394,338 t+ 10.1} 
Building Materials ....cccccccccvccees: ? 235.989 6.0 
House Furnishings ...ccccccccccccess ‘ 190.623 14.6 
Shoes and Leather. ..ccccccccceeerseerrrres ‘ 185,142 118.8 
Jewelry and Silver.......-. PUTT Te ° 156,756 7.2 | 
c onfections and Soft Drinks.......+---- ° 122,688 - 38 ° 
Clothing and Dry Goods......ceeeeees: ‘ 75,164 ' 62.7 
Sporting Goods ....+.e6- Terre crey. a ] 16,356 None a 36 
Wines and Beers.......-.- Pe Peer err P 58,020 39 0 
Machinery and Farm Equipment...... it 13.344 None in 736 
Schools and Correspondence. .....6+-+++++ ° 8.940 90.7 
Garden and Field...cccccccccccsceees e 5,200 No change 
Travel and Hotels. ......ccccceceeserseeees ° 4.590 82.8 


Paramount Now 
Sponsor-Minded; 
Many Hurdles 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Rubey Cowan, chief of radio con- 
tracting for Paramount, while ad- 
mitting the studio is now eager—a 


exploit its 
program, 
made 
any 


reversal of policy—to 
films via a commercial 
claims no deal has yet been 
for a radio program with 
sponsor, ; 

Hindrance, according to Cowan, in 
preparing a package show for the 
air from Paramount players is that 
so many of the contractees 
have programs of their own, This 
situation js due to the fact many of 
the Par stars have clauses in their 
picture pacts which permit them to 
make their own radio deals. 


Don Searle Brings In 
New Program Director 


Omaha, Jan. 18. 
James C. Douglass took position of 


studio’s 


chief program director for KOIL- 
KFAB-KFOR last Monday. He 
comes from WAAW, Omaha Grain 
Exchange, where he has been as- 
sistant manager past year or _ so. 
Douglass will make his office in 


Omaha studios and position is new- 
ly created by Don Searle, new g.m. 
of company who took over reigns 
from John Henry Jan. 1. 

Fach three stations 
will have separate program director 
working Douglass. Expected 


of company’s 


under 


some minor changes in staff will be | 


made later in week. 

At WAAW Douglass position will 
not be filled, but Duane Gaither will 
take over direction of programs. 
Gaither has been announcer and con- 
tinuity writer, previously for KOIL, 
and recently for WAAW, 

Bob Cunninzham, program direc- 
tor for KOIL past two years, 
tendered his resignation last Satur- 
day (15). 


They Depart in Silence 
Philadelphia. Jan. 18. 
Sanford Guver, WIP gabber, was 
replaced last Friday (14) by Walton 
Newton, formerly of WNOW, Austin, 
Tex. Neither the spieler nor the sta- 
tion would comment on sudden de- 
parture of Guver, who has been with 
the outlet for two years and is one 
of the oldest announcers in Philly 
from point of service. 
He did 
spiels last 


between-innings baseball 


season. 


Grace Moore Air Series 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 





Grace Moore takes ov er the Ches- | 
terfield broadcast from Lawrence | 
Tibbett March 31 on a 13 week deal 


Miss Moore will combine her air- 
ing from the Coast with her picture 
work, 


Murray, Burbig, Singers 


Head New Mennen Revue | 


Mennen (shaving cream) starts a 
new weekly 
(Wednesday) on NBC-red. 


r program carries dialect comedy 
r progre 


tonight 
Quarter- 


program 


nou 
duo, Ray. Murray and Henry Burbig, 
Funnyboners harmony trio and 


Henry Novak orch H. M. Kiese- 
wetter is the agency. 

Sponsor earlier this month faded 
its ‘Famous Jury Trials’ dramatiza- 
tion series off the basic Mutual net. 


ASK $2,500 ‘PHILO 


ithe N. Y. 


VANCE’ ROYALTY 


NBC is trying to bag a sponsor for 


dramatizations 


(Willard Hunt- 


mystery 


Dine 


a series of 
by S. S. Van 
ington Wright). 
and sales department is cooperating 
in offering a weekly half-hour night- 
time show. 

Best-selling author was difficult to 
pin down for radio. When = ap- 
proached by NBC he asked $3,500 per 
script. Network was able to whitile 
the price down to $2,500, which 
Wright declared was his rock-bottom 
figure and the price at which he js 
now being hawked. 

Proposed programs would bear the 
label of ‘Philo Vance,’ detective char- 
acter which Wright created. ‘Vance’ 








1 j The Crowell publishing house has enlivened a | r by wins 
1 skull and crossbones on showmanship, marking it ‘Poison tay away, 
ind has mn consequence, received a number of network-written replies 


|] Ail NIXES Radio’s Wondrous World 


dull January ) di 


wis 


effect, ‘By what right do you insu yur nsors b 
Unions Cloud Up Against What a terrible thing it is in our backyard to taunt the boy next door 
with being a showman! And how ashamed he feels at the plied stigm 
General Foods Commen- And what crushing ‘you're another’ retorts he thinks uo. There | mies te 
tator—He Replies Manu- on o treet the pox around the corner, 
facturers Also Upbraid 
se Up Boston way that smell isn’t codfish It’s a i ide political 
Him ndal in which radio is playing the dangerous role of crusader. If radio 
eee wins, and it may, that makes heroes, but hardly radio Radio was made 
before it went crusading. If radio loses, and it may, that makes something 
PHILLY HUDDLE else to worry about. 
Last week a native phoned Earl Gammons, WCCO, Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
Philadelphia, Jan. 18 eneral manager, at his home to register a complaint on a Methodist min- 
Boa Carter has offered to cease | ister’s dotter who warbled on a Major Bowes show and wound up asking 
_— ne controversiel labor + ; the Major to come out (to her native middle west) and see them some 
Ce a i‘ ul ( Bo ( replied ‘I'd like to, but I don’t know what the Knight if 
Ganev Maaihc De pe SS ae , 5 ( ! bus would think about it 
Miche. teeenels ih tie chomnc Gammo) couldn't find out whether the carper was a miffed Methodist 
ine pir ealan oar aaa * CIO ) a rankling Knights of Columbus. 
wh sas Senate i expect \ tn eee . ) cientious objectors also claimed that WCCO musickers jazzed up 
Attitude of CIO leaders is that the Silent Night’ at Christmas time. Happened to be doing a Christmas fan- 
broadcaster should continue to hav tasy which included part of ‘piece’ called for slightly faster tempo. 
the freedom of the a 1 the 
vould not accept a ‘deal,’ limitine Meanwhile Mae West is getting the hush-hush but not with the same 
his right Their squawk is h emphasis they give it to Toscanini. Curves and culture are radio’s and 
‘unfair. NBC's two great attention-getters at the moment. And the radio shows 
Offer by Carter wy made at q/ are starting to come back from Hollywood. 
two-hour meeting at the Penn A.C. : Leattth > -_ 


nere t day (Tuesday). Amon ‘ those 
tting in the session were Carter. 
Dr. Leon Levy, president of station 
WCAU, where Carter’s broadcast: 
iginate; Thomas Ray, secretary of 
Maritime Council: Mort | 
Borow, secretary of Local No. 














Rockwell-Q’ Keefe Acting as H wood 
Representative for Consolidated 


American Radio Telegraphists Assn.., 
N. Y.; William Leader, Philly CIO comets - _______—, 
| head; M. Herbert Syme, Mayor S.|f| 
Davis Wilson’s labor representative; | }} es Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc. and Con- 
Jacob Billinkopf, local labor rela- | Vine Street sOlidated Radio Artists, Inc. have 
tions head under the old NRA, and |} pooled their booking operations on 
|} Mrs. John D. Graham, of the board § f} Crosstalk the westcoast. Under an agreement 
of directors of the Cooperative Dis- which becomes effective Feb. 1 
tributors, Philadelphia, and exec of |}! a Rockwell-O’Keefe Hollywood office 
the Philadelphia and Bucks county will handle Consolidated’s bands 
Consumer’s League, Neither Gen- Hollywood, Jan. 18. and acts in lower California and 
eral Foods nor Benton & Bowles, Zack Freedman in from New York] Consolidated will have the repre- 
agency handling the account, was] to join Small agency and dish up a] sentation of tockwell-O’Keefe or- 
represented. radio show ‘that’s different.’ chestras and turns in the San Fran- 
After the session, Leader declared Some talk of framing Russell Pat-| cisco area. Consolidated is clo ing 
it unlikely that th» Philly CIO organ- | terson’s ‘Personettes’ for an air whirl.| the office it has been maintaining 


Network's program | 


| he represents views of the Penna. 


has been the subject of four films, 
but has never been ozoned. 

In the event that Wright gets a | 
sponsor he will receive the biggest | 
fee any scrivener has ever received 
for penning air scripts. . 


Radio Research 


Sloan’s 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation has 
given the University of Chicago be- 
tween $35,000 and $40.000 to dd ex- 
ploratory work leading toward the 
broadcasting of economic informa- 


| 





Blackett-Sample-Hummert in 1937 


ization would reverse its previous 
boycott order as a result of Carter's 
offer. Similar suggestion was previ- 
ously made by the broadcaster, | 
Leader revealed, but the union boy- 


Ray Witmer, sales chief for NBC, 
surveying the Coast market with 
Don Gilman and Syd Dixon, home 
execs, 


Jo Stafford took over the warbling 


cott was voted regardless. Labor} duties from Katherine Kane on 
group’s complaint is that Carter has | Camel Caravan. 
invariakly been ‘biased’ in the dis- Bill Lawrence’ producing ‘Dr. 


cussions of labor problems. Charged | Christian’ while Dorothy Barstow re- 
spites in Europe. 

Harry Sosnik writes a new score 
for every week's change of Tyrone 
Power's Woodbury dramairers. 

Very! Carew, 14-year-old canary, 
taken on Signal Carnival for a long 


Manufacturers Assn. In reply, Carter 
stated the manufacturers in their 
turn have accused him of favoring 
labor. In refusing to yield to the 
broadcaster's offer to avoid discuss- 


ing labor, CIO is figured ducking the | hitch. 
charge of forcing a condition of Walter Huston will do his Lincoln 
censorship. sketch on the Lucky Strike show 
exit picanemeniemeeinsiie | Feb, 9, 
Ivan Black, director of publicity Joe Venuti was billed on Bing 
for the Federal Radio Theatre, got | Crosby's Krafter as Giuseppe Venut- 


himself a cuffo eight-day ride to)! ski. 

Bermuda. Shipped as an entertaine! Meredith Willson stays through ’38 
and did a couple of monologues on} as musical conductor of Signal Car- 
board in exchange for the trip. nival, 


Bought $10,361,446 of Radio Time 











in Hollywood. Identity of each or- 
Zanization will be retained in either 
booking source through the sharing 


of names on contracts, doors and 
stationery. 

Consolidated took over the NBC 
Artists Bureau in ’Frisco about a 
month ago and retained Larry Al- 
len as manager. tock well-O’Keefe 
has never been represented in this 


town but has had a Hollywood office 
for the past year and a half. 

Pooling arrangement comes clo ely 
after Consolidated’s takeover of Ton 
Coakley’s American Associated Art- 
ists, Inc., in ’Frisco. Latter outfit has 
14 bands on its roster with the St. 
Francis hotel and the Bal Taberin 
being among the spots in which it 
now has unit 


La Roche Treks West 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Chet LaRoche, Young & Rubicam 
prez, gets in today (Tues.) for dis- 
cussions on the Packard airshow. 
Program is now on an even keel 
after a few rocky interludes due to 
changes and additions. 


tion. H ° 
Money is to come out of an en- urricane Mutes LT5 
dowment of $10,000,000 in securities saeco o-— Zuenos Aires. Jan. 12. 
which the General Motors head } tadio station LT5, Radio Chaco at 
turned over to the foundation last Chicago, Jan. 18. JESSEL SHOW RENEWS Resistencia, has been seriously dam- 
December. In 1937 the Blackett-Sample-Hum- aged by a heavy hurricane. 30th 
— . a mert ad agency placed $10,361,446 Co-op Sponsors Okay 13 More—-Los |! towers of the broadcaster were over- 
Franchot Tone on Pop's Show worth of time on radio stations and Angeles Firm Stalls, However thrown and the studios also suffered 
Buffalo. Jan. 18. networks This jis the largest alr the effects of the storm 
Carborundum Hour, weekly CBS | billing of any advertising agency in Multi-sponsored snow heaged by | Station, which belongs to the Blue 
band concert from Niagara Falls, N. | the world, and marks the fourth suc- George Jessel, which clears over | at d White network of Radio El 
Y.. got a Holivwood guester cuffo | cessive year that B-S-H has led all! Mutual Sundays is set for another | Mundo (LR1), Buenos Aire will be 
on Saturday (15). He was Franchot | advertising agencies in the amount | 14-week cycle. Original set of agree-| mute for a while 
Tone, whose pappy. Frank J. Tone, | of money spent on radio time. = | men nlp stasiedegeal | 
~ ate 1. sa? «1 " i F ] ’ 
is Carborundum prexy. In network billing alone B-S-I Only sponsor on the cross-country | I a rai 
_ - o ' ; ’ Jrug Trade Shifts Its Act 
Franchot gave out 107 words of | was more than $1,700,000 ahead of trail which hasn't assented to enctes | : “Ng 
: *hiladelnhi: 
greeting during his surprise visit at | the nearest rival ag 13 time the stove outfit which Philadelphia, Jan. 18 
the mike, then had trouble getting On NBC the gro do the paying over KHJ, Los An- | Drug Trade Products has shifted 
out of the auditorium when auto-! was $5.086,667; on Columbia the! cele the program's originating | Happy Valley Boys from their local 
graph hounds surroun led him. It agency spent $2,052,412, on Mutual point Ot the three partners in the; WCAU tw ice-daily snowy to New 
was the filmster first visit home in $154,411, while spot time on in livid- tove company two have nodded in York. Dixie Plow Boy have been 
six years. ial stations totalled to $3,067,956. | favor, while the third wants to do a moved here from Rochester in their 
aan Out of the Chicago office the bulk | little more cogitating on the subject | stead. 
Bromley House. of Brace Beemer) of this billing went into General | Station thinks it can close with an-| Mort Lawrence, ‘Your City Slicke 
Agency, Detroit. in Indianapolis two| Mills, Procter & Gamble, Skelly Oil,| other local account if the current] er,’ remains as gabber on the shows 
days last week to service accounts. “Ovaitine (Wander Company). one doesn't yield soon. locally 


nega aan 


























ee 


30 VARIETY 


RADIO 











—— 





MUSICIANS’ AIR 


CHECK SHOW 


Many Broadcasters Hope 


; | 
tra Into Business-Getting Asset—Union States | 


S STATIONS 


to Convert House Orches- 


About 30 Stations Refuse or Delay Signing 


American Federation of Musicians 
officials figure that between 1,500 
and 2,000 additional musicians will 
be employed as a result of the settle- 
ment agreement with the network 
affiliated stations. Terms of the gen- 
eral guarantees that the musicians’ 
payrolls among the stations involved 
will be in the aggregate $2.137,000 
more this year than the total which 
prevailed for 1937. While the na- 
tional contract became effective 
Monday (17), the actual exchange of 
contracts between the AFM and the 
affiliated stations’ negotiating com- 
mittee will not take place for an- 
other two weeks or so. Both factions 
would prefer to have this formality 
attended by a certain amount of 
pomp and circumstance in order to 
emphasize the good feeling with 
wich a critical problem has been 
solved. 

AFM reported Monday (17) that 
218 affiliated stations were repre- 
sented in the contracts tuined in by 
ldcal unions, while there were 30 
stations that have either refused to 
negotiate or had failed to consummate 
an agreement. International union 
figures that the whole 30, if acquies- 
cent, couldn’t or wouldn’t have to 
employ 20 men, because of the 
amount of their gross income. 





Network Figures 


New York local 802 helned expe- 
dite the date of effectiveness for the 
general agreement by yielding to a 
compromise of its own agreement 
with the network owned stations. 
Though the union won out on the 
issue of a three-year contract it 
made concessions on its original de- 
mand that the minimum sustaining 
salary for the third year be $120 a 
week. Local expects an appreciable 
increase of employment among its 
ranks to accrue from the reduction 
of hours stipulated in the new deal 
as well as the basic level of staff 
musicians established with NBC. 

Stipulation as to the minimum 
number of musicians NBC must em- 
ploy is something new. While the 
network is ‘now using 140 men regu- 
larly, because of the requirements of 
the Arturo Toscanini series, the av- 
erage hich in the studios has been 74 
men. Under the new agreements 
with both NBC and Columbia the 
maximum working week is five davs. 
Those who previously worked the 
30-hour shift will now work 25 
hours, while the 24-hour shift has 
been reduced to 20 hours. with sal- 
aries staying as is all around. 

No change in scale is called for in 
the first year of the atreément. In 
the second year sustaining salaries 
go up $5 a week and the same ap- 
plies to the third year. There will 
be no chonge in the commercial serle 
for the first two years, but for the 
third staff men are to get $10 more 
a week, 

NEC is committed to snend $120.- 
090 more this ver than last for mu- 
sicians in the New York studios, 
while Columbia’s obligation is a 
minimum of $60000 more. Latter 
network’s New York studios put on 
11 additional musicians last week, 
and is figvred to emplov an averaze 
staff of 80 mon a week, as con- 
trested with 1937's average of 65 
men. 





Earle Anthony Not Signed 
Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
Frank D. Pendleton, president of 
Musicians Mutual Protection Asso- 
ciation, has returned contracts and 
agreement of KFI-KECA, to the In- 
ternational headquarters in New 


York after local stations executives | 
failed to reach an agreement under | 


terms of new set-up. Union officials 
in New York have wired Pendleton 
that they will handle the negotia- 
tions in the east with representatives 
of KFI-KECA, and attornevs of 
NBC. Pendleton said Earle C. An- 
thony should carry the bulk of the 
assessments for additional 
Neither of these stations has a mu- 
sical director. nor a staf* orchestra. 
Harrison Holliway, general man- 
ager of KFI-KECA. refused to com- 
ment on the matter, s‘!nting that his 
tw» stations were still nevzotiating 
with the union. He claimed he 
didn’t know the matter had been re- 


music. | 


'ferred to the New York office of 
| the union. 

| Musicians Union National agree- 
| ment in Los Angeles has not touched 
| the smaller, or independent stations 
las yet. Original agreement as un- 
| derstoood here 
|part, by Pendleton, retiring prez 
(Local 47) took in only major sta- 
tions with network tie-ups. 

Jack B. Tenney, president-elect of 
Local 47, who takes office 
openly declares one of his first offi- 
cial acts will 2e to bring about an 
agreement with all 
Los Angeles district. 

Canvass on music situation in L.A. 
reveals the following: 

KFWB: has been using 18 men, 
meeting union requirement. Not 
making any additions. Leon Leon- 
ardi, musical director. 

KNX (Columbia): using 23 men on 
permanent basis and adding two 
librarians, one copyist and two ar- 
rangers. Lud Gluskin, music direc- 
tor. Estimated will spend $60,000 
more under new agreement 
first 12-month average of siation’s 
ownership. 

NBC: spending $60,000 in 
years for both nets. 
group of 18 musicians paying Coast 
scale. Meredith Willson, music di- 
rector. Estimated will cost addi- 
tional $50,000 for performers and 
others needed for sh vs built around 


two 


| orchestra. NEC _ starting from 
scratch as it employed no studio 
crew. 


KH¥J and Don Lee network in Los 
Angeles will spend more than $84,600 
annually maintaining ¢- staff orches- 
tra at the station, un”> terms of the 
new agreement with Musicians 
Union, local 47. Carlton Kelsey is 
musical director. His regular staff 
| orchestra consists of 23 pieces, and 
| will be enlarged starting Monday to 
28 or 30. Agreement with union will 
mean than KHJ adds approximately 





roll. 

KEHE, Hearst station in Los An- 
geles, has been operating for some- 
time on union basis with 11 regular 
members on their staff orchestra, 
conducted by Claud Sweeten, as mu- 
sical director. They do not contem- 
plate adding any men to orchestra at 
present. 





NBC Yields to Petrillo 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Just before he trained, Saturday 
(15) for Florida and the executive 
meeting of the American Federation 
of Labor, James C. Petrillo, chief of 
the Musicians’ Union here, signatured 


year deal with the musicians here. 
NBC signaturing came just under 
the wire, since the old contract ex- 
pired on Jan. 15. NBC had been ob- 
jecting strenuously to a clause in the 
contract which prohibits the network 
here from feeding programs to, or 
taking programs from, stations which 
are placed on the unfair list of the 
American. Federation of Musicians 
However, Petrillo also refused te 
back down, and rather than wake up 
on Sunday (16) without any musi- 


this clause. 

New contract with NBC, as with 
the other networks, calls for a 25- 
hour week of five hours daily fo1 
five days at $120 per man. 

Hillbillies Don’t Count 
Indianapolis, Jan. 18. 
(17) new music policy, 
per contract with Indianapolis Mu- 
sicians Local No. 3, A’''M, went into 
effect at WFBM here: while details 
on personnel of musicians on staff of 
WIRE are still being worked out to- 
day (18). WIRE contract with union 
was first one signed here, accord- 
ing to execs, but they’re not set on 
who to hire yet. 

At WFBM Walter Reauleaux is re- 
named musical director under the 
new contract. He'll have charge of 
| all music, including hill-billy group 
known ar ‘Four Haymakers.’ but 
|}a'lso broadcasting under name of 
| ‘Chuck Wagon Crew.’ Reauleaux also 
will continue to both direct and play 
lin the WFBM outfit, semi-pop and 





Yesterday 


| 








and worked out in| 


stations in the | 


than | 


Will use basic | 


$11.000 annually to their music pay- | 


contract with NBC, the last hold-out | 
of the networks in making new three- | 


cians, NBC finally decided to okay | 





PACTS START; INITIAL 
PLAN SPLURGE 








+ 
| 


' classical group, known as ‘Bohe- 
| mians,’ 

Hill-billies not counted as _ staff 
musicians under terms of contract, 
| while WFBM had to add only one 


iman as staff musician to raise its 


|number to the contractual five re- | 


quired. However, staffsters are all 
practically new faces to WFBM, as 
follows: Sarl Gordon, piano and 
organ; Walter Reauleaux, musical di- 
| rector and cello; Paul Brown, bass 
viol, and Tommie Pogianni and 
| Samuel Kaplan, vio'ins, 

Walt Reauleaux is also personnel 
director of the Indianapolis Sym- 
phony Orchestra, airing on a Mutual- 
| WIRE line for network feeding. 


| 





(24), | 


Spokane Union Terms 


Spokane, Jan. 18. 
Local 105 Musicians’ Union agree- 


|ments with CBS-KFPY, NBC-Blue- 
KGA, NBC-Red-KHQ start Mon- 
day. KFPY minimum staff quota 


| raised to six men from three. James 
Clark continues as leader-director. 
KFPY agrees to spend minimum of 
| $7,340 in year. 

| KHQ, KGA, both owned by Louis 
| Wasmer, Inc., have separate con- 
| tracts, one leader, Ear! Shinkoskey. 
|Combined staff total raised to 11 


from five. KHG, KHQ allocation 
for year $11,101; KGA, $1,451. Each 
station must supplant staff quota 
for casual programs with union 


| talent. All three stations have been 





union for several years. 

| 

WHO's Music Bill, $36,000 

| Des Moines, Jan. 18. 
Station WHO, 50.000-watter, will 


spend $36,000 annually for musicians 
under a continuation of its agree- 
ment with the Des Moines local. No 
specified number of men must be 
|employed. Gross expenditure foz 
tooters solely involved. 

KSO and KRNT, owned by the 
| Des Moines Register-Tribune, are 
budgeted for $20,000 jointly. 





WLW-WSAI Employ 50 
Cincinnati, Jan. 17. 
agreement efiective today, 
three musicians. were added at 
| WCKY, NBC affiliate, and WKRC, 
| CBS station, added one preparatory 


| 
| Under 


| to taking on another to fill allocation 
| of four. 

| Crosley’s WLW and WSAI are far 
| in excess of union demands with an 
interchangeab’e staff of 50 musi- 
cians, arrangers and copyists, ex- 
clusive of large number of musicians 
engased for spot jobs. 

Cincy’s fifth station, WCPO of 
| Scripps-Howard chain, recently took 
on Harry Ogden, organist, who tem- 
porarily fills jts allocation. 

At WKRC Ruth Lyons switched 
from program director to music di- 
rector and pianiste Gladys Lee, stu- 
dio piano accompanist for some time. 
continues in that capacity. Johnny 
| Fielden, accordionist, joined staff 
today. Another musician is to be 
added soon. 

Johanna Gross, organist, formerly 
| in theatres and at WLV, is new di- 

rector of music at WCKY. Playing 
with her are Gershwin Cohen, piano 
and accordion, and Clarence Melior. 
violin and vocal. They started to- 
day as a combo for two spots daily 
except Sunday: Household Hour. 
10:45 to 11:30 am., and evening 
quarter hour at 6:45. 








} 
| 





Lincoln Hires Eight 

Lincoln, Jan. 18, 
Lincoln studios of KFAB and 
| KFOR will hire eight musicians plus 

leader under A. F. of M. demand, 

Salt Lake Very Optimistic 

Salt Lake City, Jan. 18. 
Utilization of 25 union cleffers and 
score of local flesh talent by KDYL 
(NEC) and KSL (CES) during next 
two years will revamp tone of pro- 
“rams aired by each of the Salt Lake 
; City major chain affiliates. KSL. with 
| 15 musicians, batoned by Gene Halli- 
day and William Hardiman, is spend- 
ing $23.000 for 1938 talent. Local 104 
| requested station to hire only 11 men. 





but Earl J. Glade, KSL general di- | 


| rector, upped provision to increase 
| versatility of station band. Staff or- 
chestra began working Monday (17) 
and will figure in eight sustaining 
and three commercials weekly. 

| S. S. Fox, KDYL prexy, hopes By 
| Woodbury’s 10-piece band, 
| known as a dance combo throughout 
intermountain region, to hypo previ- 
ous sustaining shows by injection of 
musical novelties. Woodbury, emcee. 
will direct five sustaining programs. 


well- | 





= 





You Meet Some Nice People 





station. When wife of owner had 
was made and he was accepted. 

Coupla weeks later boss called 
him his notice. 
ing for him to whom he is under 











One of the cruelest deeds in radio is recorded at a nearby indie 


resort to save her life, station’s technician volunteered his blood. 


His excuse was that he couldn’t have anyone work- 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


to undergo blood transfusion as last 
Test 
Donor’s blood pulled her through. 
technician into his office and gave 


obligation, 








| Produced by Ted Kimball, program 





|director. Fox scanning local and 
|national accounts as sponsors for 
| these sustainers, top show will be 
| ‘Hello Ladies,’ half hour stint daily 
except Sunday, with Woodbury, 
Shirley Davis, debutante warbler; 
| Wally Roth, fiddler; Don Parker, 
vocalist, guest artists. KDYL’s out- 
lay this year around $20,000. KLO, 
indie station at Ogden, Utah, will 


spend $1,700 annually, employing two 
pianists for pop and concert work. 

Program directors at KDYL and 
KSL, elated over musicians union 
national agreement, envision a re- 
birth of sincere hometown spirit to- 
wards programs woven around local 
talent. Each station staged extensive 
praisery campaigns in local news- 
papers and over air announcing new 
policy. Plan to review outstanding 
talent show of each station for next 
week. 


Connecticut Stations Sign 


Hartford, Jan. 18. 

Joseph Blume, violin maestro 
whose ‘Blue Room Echoes’ were long 
fed to NBC by WTIC, has been 
signed to direct new house ensemble 
at WDRC, CBS basic wafter here. 

Others in combo will be Julius 
Nussman, former conductor of “Trav- 
elers Hour’ at WTIC, violinist-violist: 
Paul Rosenbaum, violinist - violist: 
Saul Rubin, ‘cello; Jean Severino, 
bass, and Otto Neubauer, pianist. 
Latter leads Diplomats, dance band 
now located at Hotel Bond. 

WICC, Bridgeport-New Haven, has 
announced penning of Roy Ward- 
Harry Berman orchestra, directed by 
Peter Loro, to work at New Haven 
studio supplementing Gus Meyers’ 
house band at Bridgeport base. 


Pittsburgh Complete 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 


Luke Riley, pianist and veteran 
Pittsburgh musician, has just been 


named musical director for combined 
stations WJAS-KQV, last broadcast- 
ing outfit to organize musical outfit 
under new union regulations. Riley 
takes over his new duties immedi- 
ately, with his personnel already set. 
Understood that more than 100 had 
applied for post. 

His appointment completes mu- 
sical-radio line-ups here, with Mau- 
rice Spitalny at KDKA, Earl] Truxell 
at WCAE and Ken Martin at WWSW. 
WJAS is only major station in town 
that’s never had a live orchestra of 
any kind and understood it will add 
around $15,000 annuelly to payroll. 
It's the local CBS outlet. 


WSB, Atlanta, Hires 14 
Atlanta, Jan. 18. 

Total of 24 local tooters are get- 
ting jobs out of American Federa- 
tion of Musicians’ national compact 
with radio stations. 

WSB, 50 kw NBC Red outlet, has 
hired 14, including Perry Bechtel, 
leader. Marcus Bartlett, station’s mu- 
sical director, is union man. WAGA. 
1 kw affiliate of WSB and less than 
a year old, which carries NBC Blue. 
has put on a strong trio under di- 
rection of Joan Norman. 

CBS station, WGST, is hiring seven 
musicians. 

Status of WATL, Indie, 
quo. 


remains 





Cellist with KOIN 
Portland, Ore., Jan. 18. 

Robert Sonderskov joins KOIN’s 
musical staff. Coming to Portland 
Ore., last September with his wife. 
the new KOIN staff member has 
played cello this season with the 
Portland Symphony orchestra. 

Stations Point with Pride 
Washington, Jan. 18. 

Some 33 local musicians were 
added Saturday (15) to staffs of 
NBC and CBS Washington station-:. 
|under ultimatum issued by the 
| American Federation of Musicians. 
Huffing and puffing with pride, NBC 
| duo heralded the ‘permanent’ addi- 
| tion of 15 music boys, directed by 
| Rudolph Schramm, for the enter- 
tainment of their radio fans. Few 
hours later, Columbia surpassed the 
NBC ballyhoo by announcing reten- 
tion of 18 swingsters, with John Salb. 
pianist and organist for WJSV, as 
personne! director, 

WRC-WMAL band was assembled 
after ‘many weeks of negotiations to 
obtain the finest musicians jn the 








city,’ according to NBC press agent, 
and each member of tke orchestra is 
‘a soloist in his own right.’ Colum. 


bia let it go with the remark that 
its 18 Washington performers have 
been ‘carefully selected as repre- 


sentative of Washington’s musicians.’ 
Schramm, former musical director 
for the German Opera Company, 
musical director for the U. S. Office 
of Education and concert pianist, has 
embarked on intensive rehearsals for 
the NBC gang. WJSV orchestra, 
which will be known as the ‘WJSV 
Columbians—Music in the Modern 
Manner’ will make i's debut Monday 
(24) under the direction of Meyer 
Goldman, who will be baton-wielder 
for two weeks before handing over 
the leadership to Johnny Slaughter 
and Leon Brusiloff, each of whom 
will be conductor for a fortnight. 


CBS orchestra will have two half- 
hour periods weekly, with probable 
extensions. NBC has not yet an- 
nounced how much time will be 
Ziven to its new rhythm-masters. 
Probable that both bands will be 
heard for the first time on the same 
day, since NBC has announced that 
its orchestra will rehearse for a 
week, starting Monday (17), before 
the first program. 


Wheelahan, Uhalt Balk 
New Orleans, Jan. 18. 

WWL 

(17) 


Station 
Monday 


Was only 
of Musicians 


signer 
Union 


agreement on hours and wages. Will 
use 10-man orchestra directed by 
Pinky Vidacovich and Ray Mc- 


Namara, staff organist. Music cost to 
station about $18,000 vearlv, with 
minimum set at $25 week for hour 
and half daily. Pact signed between 
Vincent Callahan, WWL manager, 
and G. Jack Pepitone, union prexy. 
Two other major stations balked at 
closed shop agreement on grounds ‘it 
would take program control out of 
our hands.’ Harold Wheelahan, 
WSMB, said station willing to meet 
other demands. Joe Uhalt, WDSU, 
said no go as long as clause exists. 
Union set noon Friday as deadline. 
Smaller stations not affected. 


Columbus to Spend $23,000 
Columbus, Jan. 18. 
Three Columbus | stations will 
spend $23,000 a year under cone 
tracts with Local 103 with 18 mue 
sicians on combined staffs. Scale 
per half-hour, $5; quarter-hour, $3. 
WBNS has Walter Knick’s 10-piece 
orchestra plus organist. Total, $15,- 


000 a year. 
First time WCOL has had staff 
musicians. Contracts with WHKC, 


WBNS, substantially same as agree- 
ment in effect last six months, 


Omaha Getting Organized 
Omaha, Jan. 18. 


Stipulations of A.F.M. agreement 
being worked out slowly here. Sta- 
tion WOW is hiring 10-piece or- 
chestra, a station musica] director, 
and Eddie Butler, organist and 
pianist, 

Present connections of those hired 
is delaying matters as two week's no- 
tice required per union regulations. 
Manager John Gillin expects situa- 
tion settled by Jan. 24, but selection 
of director encountering some Gif- 
ficulties, Station also creating new 
post of production manager and will 
fill post next week. 

Station KOIL negotiating on A.F.M. 
agreement likewise. But final setup 
will not be reached for week or se. 
WAAW, grain exchange, unaflected 
by A.F.M. as not network affiliate. 





A Theory and a Dispute 
St. Paul, Jan. 18. 
WCCO, St. Paul-Minneapolis CBS 
affiliate, was first Twin Cities station 
| to complete arrangements with the 





| musickers’ local for a staff band. Sta- 
| tion signed 12 men, on a 24-hour 
| basis, on Dec. 19, Wallie Olson 3s 
| leader. 


KSTP in 1930 had a staff orchestra 
| of 35 men. In September of that 
| year the local union demanded new 
| wage scale which would have been 
| practically double the salaries paid. 
Stan Hubbard, station head, always 
a stormy petrel, instead of capitulat- 
(Continued on page 31) 
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| Radio House Orchestras 


(Continued from page 30) 


jing to the union’s demands, let the 
whole crew go. On Jan. 15, 193 
KSTP signed 19 musicians, on a 10- 
hour daily basis. Hubbard says their 
salaries are practically at the same 
scale KSTP paid in 1930, before the 
‘double or else’ edict was handed 
down. Result of the 1930 tiff, in ef- 
fect. means that KSTP saves salaries 
of 16 musicians (the difference in 
personnel between the 35 in 1930 and 
the 19 hired on January 15) and has 
saved the upkeep of a studio crew 
in the span of years embracing 1930- 


38. Leonard Leigh, KSTP’s musical 
director and staff organist, 1s now 
leader also 

WTCN’'s union musicians quota is 


two 


pieces 


additional to the present three 


but this newspaper-owned 


kilocycles, 


band, directed by Harry Diekman, 
local leader, who formerly headed 
his own dance band. Salaries are 
$27.50, with leader drawing $40 a 
week. Station formerly carried a 
single pianist on payroll, as mem- 
ber of A. F. of M. 

WGRC, New Albany, Ind. which 


maintains a studio in Louisville, op- 
erating during daylight hours only, 


has at present a studio pianist who 


is a urson member. Was recently 
recommended for unlimited hours of 
operation, on a frequency of 880 


and if 
ted by 


250 watts power, 
and when this should be gran 
the F.C a possibility that a 


staff orchestra will be engaged. 


Rochester Adds 20 Men 
Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 18. 
WHAM adds 11 men to have 14- 
piece full tine and 15 more twice 


a week. Charles Silverson staff pro- 
gram director, onductor Several 
of the 11 employed part time 
before present agreement. 

WHEC adds nine with J. Gordon 
Baldwin, staff musical director, con- 
ducting. 

WSAY not affected yet 


were 


because not 


{on network. 


(Minneapolis Tribune and St. Paul | 
Dispatch-Pioneer Press) transmitter 
is currently battling with the union 
as to how the term ‘staff talent’ 
should be construed. WTCN main- 
tains its ‘Whoopee John’  three- 
piece group comes within union 
stipulations of siaff talent, thus re- 
quiring no further personnel addi- 
tions. Local arguing otherwise. Sta- 
tion has checked the decision up to 


York headquarters for 
an interpretation of the term ‘staff 
talent.’ Should union decide in favor 
of the station, there will continue to 


union's New 


be a staff crew of three pieces; if | 
the nad is otherwise, there will be 
five musickers making din and 


melody. Frank Zdarsky is leader. 

WDGY has been operating up tc 
its quota of two men and a director, 
so no musicians have been added on 
this station’s payroll. Al Sahlin is 
band leader here. 


$30,000 Budgets in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Jan. 18. 
union agreement will effect 
slight changes in orchestras set up 
of radio stations here. Both WGR- 
WKBW and WBEN-WEBR main- 
tained staff bands prior to new 
rules with Americo Bono and Er- 
win Glucksman, 
directors. 

WGR-WKBW 


New 


will carry 15 mu- 
sicians counting staff orchestra, 
novelty trio, and organist. 
is using 14 people meaning an 
dition of three men. 30th hire ad- 
ditional musicians frequently. Six- 
day week. Each payroll around 

30.000. 

WBNY unaffected by 
No house Sole 
resentative is Art C 
ist 


ad- 


agreement. 
A.F.M. rep- 
organ- 


band 


rosson, 


Radi» Staffs 
Boston, Jan. 18. 


Bostor 


respectively, as| 


WBEN | 





Little 


Detroit, Jan. 18. 
With all network affiliates signed 


Detroit Changed 


except station WWJ, A.F.M. agree- 
ments went into effect here Monday 
with little change in picture and 
most stations carrying above limit 
musicians. 

Although no pacts sought, indie 
stations here also found well above 
minimum on number musicians 
steadily employed. WJBK having | 


14 and WMBC 15 at 


present. 


Although now employing 25 mu- 
sicians full time WWJ and Detroit 
fed still at odds on contract but no 
trouble expected and avreement 
likely in couple days. Both sides in 
conference all Monday but still in 
disagreement on few minor points 


in contract. 
Only employment gain effected so 
far is at CKLW, Windsor, which 
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Is There a Future? 


Buffalo, Jan. 18. 
Layman chatting with Addi- 


son F. Busch, of WGR-WKBW, 
asked ‘What does Herbert Rice 
do up at your station?’ 

‘He’s production manager,’ 
replied Buscl 

‘Could he,’ asked the layman 
in all seriousne ‘work up 


from that to be an announce) 











tual stations before approaching in- 
dies. KSFO, CBS outlet. is ex- 
pected to sign in day or two. Dif- 


ficulty is anticipated in reaching 
satisfactory agrecments—with KJBS 
and KGGC which heretofore have 
depended chiefly upon recorded mu- 
sic. 
Under NBC's contract with 


Musi- 


| cians Union, handled through M‘an- 
| ager Lloyd E. Yoder, web's two sta- 
| tions combined will spend consid- 
| erably more than $100,000 during 
|} year. Amount 1id to be as much 

as NBC spent in previous vear and 





| let, 


will be spread over 12-month period 
Figure is based on expenditures 
made during operations as Western 
Division Headquarters of NBC. 
Best deal was obtained by Man- 
Phil Lasky of KSFO because 
station’s expenditure in nabe of $20,- 
000 is based partly on its operation 
as indie prior to its CBS affiliation 
year ago. KFRC, now Mutual out- 


ager 


figure being 
during 
filiate. 
NBC will 
35 musicians, 
piece 
while 


piece 


based partly on 
which KFRC 


period 
was CBS af- 
about 
15- 
White, 


continue staff of 
KSFO will retain 
orchestra under Al 
KFRC will keep present 12- 
band under Chester Smith. 
KYA, Hearst-owned station, is ex- 


pecied to sign union agreement 
within few days although no nego- 
tiations have been started yet. Sta- 
tion has staff of 20 musicians under 
Walter Rudolph, which is well over 
| quota, 
Situation in Cleveland 
Cleveland, Jan. 18 


agrees to add at least six musicians 
to present seven under direction of 
Matti Holli. Contract, effected by 
A.F.M. Windsor local, calls for same | 
pay scale as formerly and runs two 
years 

WJR contract providing slight in- 
crease in pay scale over past two 
|} years is first written pact between 
station and federation Pay scale 


| Now 
| Sam 


Stations WAAB and WNAC com.- | 
bined will use Andy Jacobson’s 11- | 


piece unit and Bobby Norris’ sing- 
ing strings of six men. Also Fran- 


cis J. Cronin, staff organist, plus a | 


staff pianist to be signed next week. 

WBZ will have Rakov’s orchestra 
of eight men, also covering WBZA, 
Springfield, which has no studio. 

WAAB, WNAC, WBZ and WBZA 
start Monday while WEEI starts Jan. 
24 with Charles Hector and 14 men. 

House Bands in St. Louis 
St. Louis, Jan. 18. 

Station KSD is th: only local net 
outlet that has, 
the A. F. M. and negotiations are 
still being carried with KNOX, CBS 
key, and KWK. By terms of its con- 
tract KSD, operated by the Pulitzer 
Publishing Co., owner of the Post 
Dispatch, has a 10-man_ orchestra, 
headed by Russ Davis. This is an 
increase of nine as Davis, was the 
only musician employed before the 
contract was sic ied. 

KMOX regularly employs 21, and 
has unit of 15 headed by Ben Feld. 





Also has organist, arrangers, etc. 
KWK has had an orch of eight, 
batoned by Al Sarli for several 
years. It is now believed there will 
be some additions at both KMOX 
and KWK. With the national con- 
tract consummated, it is likely that 





thus fai, signed with | 


the local situation will be cleared up 


shortly, 


WHAS, 16; WAVE, 8 
Louisville, Jan. 18. 


WHAS for the past four years has | 


had a 
both 


gprams. 


staff group of 12 pieces, fo1 
Leader was Harry 
Violinist, who vas recently replaced 
by saxophonist and arranger Bobby 
Hutsell. Several changes were also 
made in personnel, and the Hungar- 
ian violinist Louis Rigo, who for- 


sustaining and commercial pro- | 
Currie, | 


| three 


understood to be slightly 
been paying, 
ious wage will continue. 
musicians under 


demanded 
under 
but prey 
»mploys 23 
Benavie. 
WXYZ pact calls for $2 upping 
per man, with no further change in 
policy or number of men_ hired, 
which now stands at 18 with Benny 
Kyte at helm. 


what stations 


Richmond llth Hour Pow-wow 


Richmond, Va., Jan. 18. 

A three-hour winding up 
at midnight Monday terminated with 
local radio execs and musicians local 
123 smoking the peace-pipe. All 
matters happily negotiated and 
union musikers go into action at 
stations soon. 

WRVA to carry a 10-piece musical 
outfit. WMBC is planning on a per- 
manent five-piece crew. WRTD un- 
decided between a part time trio o1 
a permanent accompanist. Latter’s 
expenditure small because of 
paratively recent entry into 
field. 


sessior 


local 


the | 


com- | 


No leader names or music combos | 


in lead for openings. Stations will 
pick leaders and crews from local’s 
roster by Thursday (20). 

C. T. Lucy and Barron Howard, 
WRVA: Wilbur Havens, WMBG, and 
T. Maxie, WRTD, represented sta- 
tions Frank Cowardin, president, 
and C. N. Walnnau, secretary, were 
ihe union reps 
San Francisco's Big Budget 

San Francisco, Jan. 18. 
one-year agreement ready to 
Tuesday (18) by National 


Co. in San 


With 


be signed 


Broadcasting Francisco 
with American Federation of Musi- 
cians, Local 6. other San Francisco 


| No 


| members on 15 hour minimum week, 


Musician lineup at local stations a: 
follows: 


United Broadcasting Co. (WHK- 
WCLE): Louis Rich, director, Pinky 
Hunter, assistant; hires 15 men on 
minimum week of 15 hours. No ad- 
ditions now as above quota. May 


take on more men later. 





Warning Letters 


Sent by 


See 


Ss 





SUIT TO STOP 
OGRAPH RECORDS 


Registered Mail—Will 


Select One or More Stations for Test Suits—Pro- 
tection of Recording Company Licensing Rights 


RCA Victor is preparing to take 
the issue of phonograph _ record 
broadcasting to the courts. The pa- 
pers which will be filed in connec- 
tion with the test suit have been 
pretty well completed. Next move 
vill be to pick the defendant sta 

yn and insert the necessary factual 


indicated it 
it ad- 


Disc manufacturer 
litigatory intentions in a lette1 


dressed to all broadcasting stations. 
This letter instructed the broadcast- 
ers to stop airing the Victor and 
Bluebird labels immediately and 
warned that if the notice were ig- 
nored Victor would be obliged to 
+a! 


action as is necessary to 
It was the first 


take such 


protect its interests. 


time that the RCA subsid had made 
any militant approach to the prob- 
| lem. 


must spend minimum of $50,000, | 


WGAR: Walbridve Brown. director, | 


increased staff from 
this week. Work minimum week of 
10 hours. Plan to reduce staff to four 
men during 13 summer weeks. 
WTAM: Walter Logan. director 
additions now. Have 15. staff 


six to nine men 


two extras on 10 hour minimum and 


| two staff pianists on 20 hour mini- 
| mum. 


Blackett-Sample- 


Must Have Standbys If 


Victor’s proposed court campaign 
has been primarily prompted by the 
attempts of recording artists’ organ- 
izations to license radio stations and 
other commercial users, It also wants 


to carry out the assurance the com- 
pany gave Joe Weber, American 
Federation of Musicians prez, last 
September that it would do every- 


thing possible to curb the airing of 
its ‘home use’ product. 
Registered Mail 

Letters to the stations went out by 
registered mail. RCA Victor wanted 
to make sure that no station could 
offer as a defense the argument that 
it had not received ample notice. 
While all Victor releases for the past 
few months have carried anti-broad- 
casting warnings on both the label 
and the dise envelope, the company 
also foresaw the possibility of broad- 
casters testifying that they had never 
either of these. 

Closing paragraph of 
took recognition of the activities of 
the National Association of Perform- 
ng Artists and the American Society 
of Recording Artists, Inc., as follows: 


read 
the lette: 


‘We have been informed that cer- 
tain individuals or organizations 
have been undertaking to license 


Eddy Returns Aug. 7 


i 


Nelson Eddy has had his option | 


picked up by Chase & Sanborn for 


next season. 


It obligates him to re- | 


turn to the java roaster’s show Aug. | 


7. Until 


will be the last for this account. 

John Carter, tenor, who is replac- 
ing Eddy, will make his 
the latter’s fadeout occasion. He will 
do a duet with Eddy. 


then his Jan. 30 broadcast 


Hummert's Music 


Originating from Radio 


Studios in Agency Office 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Federation of Musician 
Petrillo, had a 
Blackett- 


Chicago 
headed by James C. 
heart-to-heart talk with 


Sample-Hummert agency in the per- 
son of P. G. Parker, vice-president 
and general manager. 


the discussion was t! I . 
of the B-S-H radi» idios for broad 


| casting and recor 


lous networks and stat herve 


stations are expected to follow suit |} 
within week. Only KFRC, Mutual- 
Don Lee outlet, has already signed 
union pact. 

Agreements will assure mainte- 


| nance of same wage scales and work- 


| ing conditions as have prevailed in 
{}past, and guarantee continuance of 
San Francisco as radio center, dis- 


merly headed the staff, was added to | 


the string section. To conform with 
AFM agreement, orchestra was in- 
creased to 16 men about three weeks 
igo. Salaries are $45, leader $67.50. 


of Hollywood 


pelling fears that increasing number 
productions 


|; mean decreased activity here. 


WAVE has added eight-piece house | 


Union execs are concluding 1.e7%o0- 
tiations with NBC's two outlets. KPO 
and KGO, and with CBS and Mu- 


to be 
| 
would | 
| would have to 


Thus 
for 
though it has, from time to time, dis- 
cussed the po bili of broadca 
ng direct from its 

of recording in its o yout, but 
this has 


not yet come out Hlow- 
the agency is i: lit pic 


ups to the pane 


far B-S-H h ised its stu- 


dios audition purpose prima 


ver, 


take off test and 
of its many shov 

Musicians U 
Simply informed B-S-H. t ] 
that if the a cy was to 


Parker, 
make recordings or bi from 
ts studios arrangement: would hav 


made fo tand-bys and li- 


censes; and the same arrangemen 


+} . ‘wu 
the agency 


be made 
A > 


decided to make some off-the-line 
recordings from the stations to the 


agency studios. 





“ARTHUR CHURCH WAX 


WORKS TURN ’EM OUT 


Kansas City, Jan. 18. 
our disc series ‘Acro 


Table’ 


Q iarter-! 


the Breakfast placed by 


( pion Agency for Procter & 
Gamble’s ‘Ivory Family’ on KMBC 
K & WGR, buffalo and 
KWY, Philadelphia Show i an 
\ Church production and 
t K MBC re rd rt lab 
Ot ( h placement last week 
‘ Phenomer nn . fay UL ct 


ta n by San Diego Consolidated 


( & Electric Co. Placed direct 
nenon’ gets 13 week 
| . 
A.N.A.’s Fall Meeting 

Association of National Advertisers 
28th meeting will be held this year at 
the Hor tead, Hot Springs, Va 
Sept. 28 to Oct. 1. Nothing set for 
spring meeting. 


Arthur E. Tatham 


firm of Bauer & Black 


has 


named chairman of the program com- 


mittee. 


of the Chicago 


been 


debut on | 


that 


adio stations to use phonograph 


for broadcasting purposes. In 


order that there may be no possibil- 
tv of any misunderstanding as to 
this, we also advise you that we 
have not authorized anyone to deal 

th our aforesaid property rights, 
O n our behalf ‘to license the use 


of our phonograph records for 


{ broadcast or other commercial 


iGgio 
purposes 

It is that CBS’ legal 
department has advised its managed 
and owned stations that it’s all right 
for them to go on airing phonograph 
but at the same time it 
urged that the use of such recordings 


understood 


rec ords, 


be kept down to the minimum. 
RCA Victor has failed in its move 
to intervene in the injunction 
brought by Paul Whiteman against 
WNEW in the Federal court, N. Y. 
Judge J. C. Knox, in a decision 
handed down Monday (17), sug-= 
gested that the denial was merely 


technical and held that the RCA pe- 
tition showed beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that it should be a party to 
the suit which seeks to restrain the 
station from further broadcasting of 
the bandman’s records. RCA Victor 
counsel is preparing its own bill of 
complaint and expects to serve cop- 
WNEW, Whiteman, the 
National Association of Performing 
Artists and any others concerned by 
the end of this week. 
Judge Agrees 

Judge Knox wrote that he agreed 
that RCA Victor has a deep interest 
in the Whiteman suit and one that is 
antagonistic, Alsoa grievance against 


ies of it on 


the defendants, so that if the peti- 
tioner were permitted to intervene 
it could not be aligned with either 
Whiteman or the station. Court felt 
that the best solution would be for 
Victor to file its own bill against 
both plaintiff and defendants, mak- 


ing this ancillary or auxiliary to the 
suit. Both could then be tried 
at the same time, Judge Knox's 
memo added, without confusion to 
the rights of any of the parties. 


Pay Limit Rule 
On Appeal To 
AFM. Board 


New York musicians local 802 last 
week filed with the American Fed- 
erations of Musicians an answer to 
the protest of a group of 802 mem- 
bers (mostly radio musicians) against 
the rule which would restrict men 
‘arning $54 or more a week on a job 

ym accepting other 
Appeal made by the 
the international 
rule invalid, 


Thain 


‘ 


engagements. 
group asked 
declare the 
Regulation was into 
next the latter part of February. 
Local’s answer has been forwarded 
to Miami where the AFM’s executive 
board is currently holding its mide 
Winter session. 


slated to go 


Cantor Grooming Moppet 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Eddie Cantor will ask his air fans 
t! eck to help him pick a moppet, 

he can develop into a star of 
proportions of a Deanna Durbin 
ra Bobby Breen ror five weeks 
have as many youngste) yn hig 
WT Dialer will be asked to 

vote for the winner. 

C vv for the past week has been 
fivhtir ff a throat ailment in hose 
pita He plans to rake his t e 

t March 10, first stop b : the 
Shrit ithering in Cincinr He's 


jue back on 


the Coast in Ma 


Augment Warnow Group 


Mark Warnow’'s Orchestra for 
Heinz over CBS Sundays w: Putte 
mented last week and the ) “cy 


hansed to light symphonic mu-‘e. 
Channing Pollack remains as 


m.c 
Also the tenor, Milton Bowe. 
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SS gNew Yorks EE 
Journal. ~- American 
I, Be (DINTY) DOYLE 
“Rambles of a newsman: Now that 
we are on the verge of the annual 
radio polls and all-America ratings, 
it seems to me that somewhere 
there should be a classification for 
Phil Spitalny, who is certainly en- 
tilled to bows for the manner in 
which he has collected and directed 
his talented group of lovely 

ladies... 


The Detroit News 
HERSCHELL HART 


“News that Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of 
Charm’ all-girl orchestra will be 
going on tour soon gives us the 
opportunity to say here what we've 
said to several listeners—that Phil's 
girls put on as good a show outside 
New York as they do in, despite the 
extra theatre work ... The ‘Hour of 
Charm,’ in our opinion, is one of the 
most colorful, restful and pleasing 
musical programs on the air today 

. What radio needs most is more 


‘Hours of Charm.’ ” 
BOSTON #3 AMERICAN 


<——[. NEW ENGLAND'S GheaTEST - pele 24 ai AM \ wewsrarea \ ¢ 


NEWCOMB THOMPSON 
“High enough in my estimation so 
as to leave no room for anything 
ahead of it in the musical half-hour 
classification, is the Phil Spitalny 
setting of all-girl orchestral offer- 
ings. Labeled appropriately ‘The 
Hour of Charm’ it thoroughly sat- 
isfies .. . You must know by now 
that I truly relish the Phil Spitalny 
all-girl airing immensely. In fact, I 
have yet to miss one of the pro- 
grams since they started.” 


Che Lvening Star 


Washington, D. C. 

JIM CHINN 
“Phil Spitalny has given radio a 
unique and versatile band, which, 
like good wine, has improved with 
age. I've never found a flaw in the 
Spitalny radio shows, and am still 
waiting for television to cross the 
street so I can see the girls in 
action.” 








THE INDIANAPOLIS NEWS 
HERBERT KENNEY, JR. 


“Phil Spitalny’s girl orchestra rep- 
resents the height of novel sophisti- 


' cation in music. It’s a program I 


hate desperately ever to miss.” 


BUFFALO EVENING NEWS 
ROD REED 


“Phil Spitalny hath charmers to 
soothe the savage breast.” 


DAILY fa] NEwS 


WEW YORKS PICTURE MEWSPAPES 





SID SHALIT 
“The singing and instrumental spe- 
cialties with Phil Spitalny’s All-Girl 
Orchestra combine to make this 


ensemble tops in the show band 
type of entertainment (WEAF-9:30).” 


DAILY@MIRROR 


NICK KENNY 
“MAY WE SUGGEST??? Phil 
Spitalny’‘s all-girl ensemble, a glori- 
ous tribute to American woman- 
hood in music.” 


Che Atlanta Zourwal 


ERNEST ROGERS 


“Woman's place is in the home 
—that is, when it’s not in Phil 
Spitalny’s marvelous all-girl band. 
The girls ask no odds of their mas- 
culine contemporaries and afford 
listeners one. of the finest musical 
offerings these ears have ever heard. 
Phil Spitalny is a necromancer, a 
magician, a genius. May his magic 
wand long continue to extract glori- 
ous melodies and harmonies from 
the gorgeous gals in his orchestra.” 


Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


DARRELL MARTIN 


“Consistently high class is the en- 
tertainment offered by Phil Spitalny 
on Monday nights, a ‘must’ in the 
Martin household. Phil’s music is 
as streamlined as those beautiful 
girls. Anybody who knows Spitalny 
can understand how this genius 
blends the power of Niagara and 
the grace of Venus into his really 
charming ‘Hour of Charm.’ Spitalny 
is vivacity personified.” 


KANSAS CITY JOURNAL POST 


JOHN CAMERON SWAYZE 


“The Spitalny unit’s wide versatility 
and unique style combine for a 
neat show. Few vocal instrumental 
combinations on a par.” 


THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL 


Memphis, Tenn. 


ROBERT GRAY 


“Phil Spitalny has defied popular 
orchestra traditions by organizing a 
group of lovelies into one of the 
smoothest musical hours on the air. 
His ‘Hour of Charm’ is a period of 
refined entertainment which is top- 
ranking in this type of program.” 




















From Coast to Coastim 


“THE HOUR 0 








—— — 


DAILY fi] NEWS 


NEW YORK'S PICTURE NEWSPAPER 


BEN GROSS 


“Disregarding the fact that the 
group is all-feminine and judged 
solely on its merit as a musical or- 
ganization, this outfit wins a *** 
rating for its all-around versatility 
and facility as both a dance and 
show band.” 
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ee New York Warld- 
AMERICA’S OPINION of ero eeram — New Mork Post 

















| “Comparable to the best male or- AARON STEIN 
595 chestras. a . 
What started out with all the ear- 
my Ser marks of a nine-day wonder has 
Tos An ql 4 developed into a staple of broad- 
EE veers ere rt vee (oe cast entertainment. We have in 
DALE ARMSTRONG mind Phil Spitalny’s all-feminine 
The Cleveland Press toa rilSnianys si undana git eld ek 
NORMAN SIEGEL get an education. When these they do a performance which we 


damsels deliver romantic rhythms 
: ; i had 
one of the top ranking musical pro- at peseiyg mecca yl coms 
grams of the week. Spitalny's all- unless you simply can’t leave that 
girl band is a well-trained aggre pm CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
gati 


ROBERT S. STEPHAN 
clefs and sharps to most = TOLE DO BL AD E 


and still outplay them. “Phil Spitalny’s grand ‘Hour of 


men used to enjoy calling satisfac- 


“Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of Charm’ is 
torily masculine.” 


tener would like to hear them of- RICHARD PHEATT Charm’ I rate as the top in its class 
tener.” “Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra is among radio’s first ten. The girls 
one of the unique institutions in did Phil proud in his home town, 






















American music today. It holds an Cleveland, last night with a gor- 
impressive radio audience despite geous half-hour.” 
the keenest possible Monday night 


competition." THE NEW ORLEANS ITEM’ 
THE KNICKERBOCKER NEWS ROBERT MEYER, JR. 


Albany, N. Y. “Phil Spitalny’s crew—swell gals— 
MARY O‘NEILL swell band—swell tunes—swell for 
television.” 


“Who said women cannot work in 
harmony? ‘Hour of Charm’ has 


appropriate title, unique arrange- lhe ABasto i d0 st 


ments and fine balance. One of 
radio’s smoothest shows, a relief HOWARD FITZPATRICK 
beside the din of average three-ring 


circus type so prevalent.” “Spitalny all-girl band spells grand 








entertainment.” 
ried - 

Che Loening Gazette 
“I am repecsedly impressed by the Worcester, Mass. 
utter femininity of the music pro- 
vided by Phil Spitalny and his girls coreaney 
on ‘The Hour of Charm.’ Its pre- This ‘Hour of Charm’ is remark- 
cision plus its charm give it a qual- ably well titled, dispensing as it 


does the popular tunes of today 
and other days in their most glam- 
orous dress ... One of the biggest 
novelties on the air... An orches- 
tra which measures up to a real 
musician's definition of the word.” 


The Detroit News 


PAT DENNIS 


“Yes, Clarice ...I vote in a big way 
for the ‘Hour of Charm’ presentation 
featuring the likable Phil Spitalny 
and the charming gals. I enjoy 
their theatre presentations. Monday 
: nights I like to let them entertain 
bien. me in a manner oh—so clever... 
nil I am sure Spitalny, et al., will stay 
high in the favor of radioland.” 


The Conrier-Journal, 


Louisville, Ky. 


ity found in no other orchestra.” 





mm itl; GLADYS SULLIVAN 
Fa OK “Phil Spitalny all-girl band ‘tops.’ 
es _&§ itu By far the best musical program on 


the air today. More power to the 
women.” 


The Detroit Free Press 


ee 





JAMES HOSKING 


“The Phil Spitalny show is always 
listenable. Its music is as beautiful 
as its girls, which makes both items 
tops.” 


ff 
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STUDIO END OF 
BERNIE DEBUT 


RADIO REVIEWS 











BEN BERNIE ORCHESTRA 
With Lew Lehr, Jane Pickens, Buddy 
Clark, Ralph Edwards 

30 Mins. : 

UNITED STATES TIRE 

Wednesday, 9:50 p.m. ; 

WABC-CBS, New York City 
(Campbell-Ewald) 

Bernie's radio is as 


Ben return to 








the ‘mosta of the besta’ from a New | 


Amsterdam Roof audience on his air |‘ 


debut for the U. S. Rubber Co., | 
Wednesd2y (Jan. 12). No program 
can be judged by the reaction of 
studio cuff customers, however, es 

pecially on such a night as last 
Wednesday. Anyone who wanted to 
see the show enough to go out in 
Wednesday's icy mush, was prepared 
to enjoy it. However the program 
came through the loudspeakers, it 
held to a fast pace, and made a 
short half hour in the studio, 

.Lew Lehr, dialect commentator, 
has a funny face and manner as a 
base of operation—but was gypped 
in the matter of material. He tended 


to play to the studio audience. A| 
circumstance which must have been 
even more apparent over the air, 
without his familiar mugging to| 
bolster it up. 

Idea of the 4.000th, or something. | 


installment of ‘Just Plain Ben’ was| 
an outstanding bit. and announcer | 
Ralph Edwards delivered the com-| 


mercial with a fine touch of phoney | 


reverence. 
Trouble was the skit that followed 
was in the nature of an anti-| 


climax. Vocalist Jane Pickens played 
daughter, wearing swirling black 
velvet cut in a deep v, with two 
large roses perched on each shoulder. 
Running time fleeced Agnes Moore- 
head out of announcement of her 
name, but she played the hill billy 
mother, in a soft gray-blue evening | 
gown and knee length ermine coat. 


Mr. B. of course, did ‘Plain Ben.’ 
Nearly all radio singers and an- 


nouncers develop a pet mike man- 
nerism. unknown to the vast listen- 





Yaz .-Nlic. Miss Pickens goes but- 
wig chasing with her free hand, 
and Fidwards uses his non-script- | 


holding hand to fan an imaginary | 
flame. 











An enlightening after-broadcast | revue, standard with him in his Fox 
conversation between two U. S.| Movietonewsreel chores. 
Rubber Co. executives is worth! [Lehr does gutteral Dutch. Whether 
recording. Said one—It went fine] this is to be a stock character or he 
in the studio, I think the listeners} \i}] switch each broadcast and un- 
will like it. don’t you?’ His com-| cover a repertory of dialects is not 
panion replied with a shade 1lesS/ known. The comedy wasn’t bad as 
enthusiasm, “Yes. If there is any-|heard. But sharper character de- 
body who wasn’t listening to Fred|jjneation rather than mere funny 
Allen | noises would seem to be a require- 
. ! ment for clicko results. 
MOLLY PICON | Commercials are well tied-in, with | 2” 


With Abe Ellstein’s Orch. 
39 Mins.—Local 
MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 
Friday, 7:30 p.m. | 
WMCA, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

Mocha account chases after Jew- 

ish patronage in New York City with | 


| ringmaster 
Ben Bernie, the old maestro, got | $19 900 revue. 


| Lehr, Buddy Clark. Jane Pickens and 


xf comedy variation, contrast ant 

clash. The program is light, pleas- 
ant, snicker-laden. The critical ques- 
ition is how this summation corre- 
llates with production cost and po- | 
tential circulation against existing | 


| entertainment 


| have reserved the first three weeks 
to plant his company before going 
into character inter-play. Lehr is 
practically brand-new to mike and 


| pretentious 


| Bernie’s 


| not 
|; Bernie is 
| apropos the U.S. Tire brand name. 


and impresario of a 


And opposite Fred 
Allen. Which is plenty of opposi- 
tion. Allen is now back in New 
York, incidentally, with his mind 
freed of cinematic distraction 
First pro im was better than 
kk b ot smacko result Ma- 
rial ll obviously be the prime 
and the development of an} 
{1 e comedy pattern and patte 
may require time Show compares 


» outward form to the Jack Benny 


MICKEY MOUSE 
With Felix Mills Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
PEPSODENT 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Like ‘Popeye the Sailor’ which was 
sponsored a season ago by Wheatena 
this transmutation into sound alone 
of a comic cut has been built on the 
premise that music and sound ef- 
fects are the logical, indeed the 


illusion. ‘Mickey Mouse’ on the air 
is primarily kid stuff. But not bad 
listening for an adult. Thanks to 


the furious peevishness of that 
classic invention of cinematic fiction, 
Mr. Donald Duck. 





although there are conspicu- 


ous exceptions in this comparison. It | 
is a considerably expanded re-} 
sponsibility for Bernie over his pre- | 
vious broadcasiing chores. 

Comedy device of having some- 


| body persistently taunt or annoy the 
i central 


followed. Nor | 
istants, Lew 


figure is not 
are Bernie’s four ass 
announcer Ralph Edwards, strong or 
established personalities for purpose 


opposition. 


However, Bernie is understood to 


was mugging to the studio audience 
and needs conditioning and season- 
ing anent playing more to the mike. 

Bernie came to fame and built up 
his original radio following by 
‘yowzer’ interpolations in dance 
music. Later he added guest stars 
for clowning, novelty, and. special 
ballyhoo appeal. Now he branches 
into the tough responsibility of a 
comedy - with - music 


| arrangements are the 








light touch helpful, 
Ralph Edwards destined to be woven 


into the script as an individual and | 


message-bringer. 
Royal Maestro,’ 


sales 


‘the 


the 
now 


just 


The program would be sturdier if, 


this layout and for its purpose it} at least, one personality besides Ber- 


is rightly primed and a good pro- 
gram. Policy of WMCA will 
permit programs wholly in a foreign 
lingo, and for this show has strained 
a bit in permitting one long plug per 
program to be couched in the Yid- 
dish tongue. 

Miss Picon is not new to radio, but 
has never been in a better groove 
than currently. She’s the right selec- 
tion to top such a show. Grouped 
around her are members from her 
Second avenue theatre. 

Aside from her songs and the mu- 
sical numbers. which are about 50-50 
English and Yiddish, the program is 
dramatizing the show biz career of 


Miss Picon, On the opening pro- 
gram about 12 minutes was de- 
voted’ to his; production and 
writing was good, steeped in the 


heavy sentimentality that appeals to 








the listening element the program 
is spearing for. 
stardom in the Yiddish theatre! 
around the wrold is such that lends 





itself to dramatizing. 
Mir Bist Du Schoen’ | 


Flash! ‘Bei 

was not played nor even referred to 

Bert. 

‘HOBBY HOUSE’ 

With George Malcolm-Smith, Clar- 
ence T, Hubbard, George Bowe 

Interviews 

15 Mins.—Local 

Tuesday, 6:45 p. m. 

WTIC, Hartford 

Understood this show was in 
works several years ago, before radio 
became hobby-conscious. Now it’s 
ff the shelf to give WTIC listeners 
one of 
ted for 1938 campaiZgi. 

Drafted and staged by alert col- 
laborators, George 
and Clarence I. Hubbard, both Hart- 
ford men-about-town (former 
handles press for WTIC), ‘Hobby 
House’ sets up as a diverting 15- 
minuter. Malcolm-Smith goes 
character of ‘Old Professor Smith’ 
and brings on guest hobbyists and 
Hubbard, who has a fine sense of 
conversational pace, puts the ques- 
tions. 

In sessi caught visitors 


on were 


both men who have made circus life | 


their avocation, one a founder of the 
Hartford tent of the Circus Fans of 
America who spare-times as a clown 
and even does the walk-around 
when the Big. Show comes to town, 
and the other.a collector of elephant 
hairs. said. .4@ be unique 
American hobbyists. Value of hav- 
ing a hobby is stressed by hosts. 
Announcer. assignment is George 
Bowes, ; Elem. 





a series of local turns plot- | 


Malcolm-Smith | 


| 


also | 


nie himself was a tried and virile 
not | broadcaster. Buddy Clark sings 
nicely; so does Miss Pickens. Lehr 


is at least breezy and easy-to-get. 
Finally the satire at the end, a la 
Jack Benny's spoofing playlets, was 
amusing. 

In short, the program because of 
its cost may be trade-judged by too 
exacting a criterion. In any event 
it is not a program that can be ac- 
curately—or fairly—estimated on a 


On the radio his constant belliger- 
ency, abrasive temperament = and 
fault-finding alacrity makes an 
amusing counter-motif to the go- 
ings-on. He’s a fresh dish through- 
out. Mickey Mouse is a pale and 
|obscure figure actually. It’s all] 
Donald Duck. And the actor who 
plays the role deserves a niche in 
the corridors of vivid celebrities. 

Felix Mills’ orchestral work and 


bulwark, apart 
from the great D.D., upon which the 
half-hour vests. While the first two 
broadcasts did not rate a uniformly 
favorable word-of-mouth comment 
the third broadcast, as covered, 
stood up as a snappy example of 
novelty diversion for youngsters. 
Some danger in the ‘plot’ that had 
a kidding jurisdictional union fight 
threaten to deprive kids of hearing 


identify itself amply and frequently. 
Land. 


EDDIE GARR 
Night Club Visits 
15 Mins. 
BROMO-SELTZER 
Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. 
WIZ, NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 


That ‘night club visits’ turned out 


to be singular. It was one broad- | 
cast and off for Eddie Garr. And, 
incidentally, a bit of a shame for a 
performer who has been progress- 
ing steadily for the past several 
years. He deserved a better chance 
than he got. In tact, he didn’t get 


a chance at all. And if this ill-fated 
quarter-hour of sheer fiasco is held 


against him as ané individual it'll 
rate as one of radio’s classic injus- 
tices. 

Program didn't have anything but 


idea. Garr was to visit 
the frame for a show. The 
supplied was the International Ca- 
sino. But there was no picture to 
put in the frame. 

It was inane, meandering, 
sustaining in production. No 
roll, no care, no showmanship. They 


sub- 


don’t come any worse. This one 
ought to be harder to alibi than 
‘Adam and Eve,’ except that that 


ing. Land, 


BOB CHRISTENBERRY 

Interview 

SWANSDOWN 

Thursday, 8 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 





single hearing. Land. 


‘HARMONY HANDICAP’ 
30 Mins.—Local 
sustaining 
Wednesday, 9:30 p. m. 
KGLO, Mason City, Iowa 
KGLO has _ initiated Harmony 
Handicaps, using pop tunes of the 
day as ranked by the music fans of 


ice Pic %s Pic ° 
Miss Picon’s rise tO} north Iowa and southern Minnesota. 


Sheet music and record sales are 
tabulated by impartial fan for KGLO 
and the winners are presented in 
No. 1-2-3, ete., order on the Har- 


| mony Handicap spot, featured in the 


manner of a hoss race, with each 
number vieing for the top spot. 
Turn plugs CBS Hit Parade by in- 
viting listeners to tune in Saturday 
night to the Hit Parade, which comes 
on KGLO and the network Saturday 
nights, thus providing North Iowans 


with chance to compare national 
musical taste with theirs. 
Provram is produced by Jim 


Woods, who also mikes the show, an] 


Was arranged by director John Price. | 


Dave. 
BETTY ROBERGE WEIR 
Piano 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 


| Saturday, 7:45 p. m. 
| WOKO, Albany 


into | 


Wife of the studio manager of 
| WOKO-WABY plays the works of 
| the masters. On the WOKO staff 


among | 


1 ‘ore her marriage, she was stand- 
ard in local radio. Returned recently 
to the air. she is doing a program 
which will appeal to lovers and 
students of classical music. Appeal 
of this type feature is not considered 
general, but a certain amount of pull 
is there. 

Mrs. Weir features numbers by one 
composer n each shot. When caught 
she keyboarded three Schubert num- 


| bers. Piaved them all smoothly. 
;Snedden Weir. himself a_ trained 


musician, handles the announcing. 
Jaco. 





Bob Christenberry may have been 
a hero in France but he probably 
would face the shellfire of Flanders 
once more rather than stand up to 
the mike again. Genial vice-presi- 
dent of the Hotel Astor, in N. Y.,, 
was personable in his radio stint 
with Kate Smith and Swansdown, 
but showed his lack of ether experi- 
ence by stumbling. However, it 
wasn’t serious enough to 


warrant a 


hostelries in the world. 


of personalities interviewed by Kate 


Smith in her novelty of quizzing 
prominent people from different 
walks of life. Frank Case of the 
Algonquin has been on the Vallee 
show twice. 

LARS and LENA 

Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Johnson 


Dramatic 

15 Mins.—Local 

Daily 

FISHER FLOURING MILLS 
KJR, Seattle 


lations of everyday life in a Swedish 
family. 


ish dialect—thev 
inject plenty of 
skit with ad 

dialogue up to 
studio. 

With this section so heavily popu- 
lated with Scandinavian descendants. 
Mrs. Johnson is tipped by hundreds 
on many slants which she works into 
the script cleverly. Fisher Flouring 
Mills. one of the owners of the NBC 


fight Swedish 
comedy into 

libbing, bringing 
their arrival in 


and 
their 
the 
the 





outlets, is sponsoring the series. 
Johnson is regular” blurber for 
KOMO-KJR. Smith, 


only, method for approximating the | 


night | 
and |clubs and use night club talent as 
frame | 


bank- | 


headache was caused by a basic idea | 
not given expert treatment and edit- | 


letdown in interest as he described | 
his experiences in being ‘house- 
keeper’ of one of the best known 


Christenberry was one of a series | 


| Lutefick in the Pacifie Northwest | 
is lik. turkey and dressing in the 
corn belt of Iowa, so the ‘Lars and 
Lena skit daily for a quarter hour 
by Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Johnson 
gets plenty of attention in this Scan- 
dinavian residential seaport. Mrs. 
Johnson does the scribbling, which 


revolves around the trials and tribu- | 


HAROLD G. HOFFMAN 

Talk 

ENERGINE 

Sunday, 3 p. m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Stack-Goble) 

Retiring governor of the state of 
New Jersey has been offered to radio 
advertisers as a news commentator. 
His one-time appearance on_ the 
Energine-sponsored ‘Newsreel of the 
Air’ (16) was arranged by Fred Coll 
of Publicity Associates on the basis 
|} of the topical value. Hoffman 
consistently held special views con- 
cerning the Lindbergh kidnapping 





case. These he is about to tell in 
articles for Liberty magazine. 
Some trouble developed when 


| Stack-Goble (presumably under pres- 
} sure from NBC which at the moment 
is super-cautious) rejected Hoffman's 
| original script as submitted. Looked 
| like the broadcast would not be 
heard. But a compromise was patched 
up in time. 

| Hoffman spoke on his disposition 
|}of the award money in the Lindbergh 
case and on his series of articles. 
Explained, in answer to a question 
by Wally Butterworth, that he was 
not capitalizing on connection with 
the cause celebre. Money 
from the magazine will be turned over 
to the chairman of the New Jersey 
commission for crippled children. 
Half of it will go to an Atlantic City 
children’s hospital and half to estab- 
lish scholarships in journalism at 
handicapped. 


Hotfman emphasized 





| he might make could not be judged 
on this interview session. 

Parks Johnson, interviewing Benny 
Goodman following the governor, 
mentioned VARIETY as authority for 
reports on the big business attracted 
by the swing king's p. a.’s, and Wil- 
lard Alexander of the Music Corpora- 


tion of America as an information 
source Of Goodman's repeat New 
York engagements. Batoner, who 


displayed a decp speaking voice and 
| poise, miked to call attention to his 


band’s Sunday night date in Car- 
negie Hall. Jaco. 





‘YOUTH MARCHES ON’ 
30 Mins.; Local 

Young Communist League 
Friday, 9:30 p. m. 

WMCA, New York 


Young Communist League laid a 
revolutionary egg on the ether last 


| Friday in its 30 minutes on WMCA. 
| Scripting, production and _ acting 
missed the boat. On radio perform- 


| Rutgers University. for the physically | 


Wednesday, January 19, 


| 
| 
| 





‘ANGELS IN BLUE’ 
With Audrey McGrath 
Transcriptions 

15 Mins.—Local 


| Sustaining 


has | 


| anv 


| 


received | 


|Donald Duck’s’ orchestra While | that the articles would not be 

probably not intentional, the script | ‘ghosted.’ 

and tne idea, and certain explicit As a professional politician Hoff- 

comments, could be held up as close | man is an experienced speaker. On 

to the line of subtle anti-union|/the air he registers well but. of 

propaganda. course, what kind of a ‘commentator’ | 
Pepsodent does not neglect to} 


lance, the capitalists have little to 
fear from the revolution. Most im- | 
| portant thing about the program is 


that it was on the air at all. 
Program was so poorly produced 
ij that it was almost a relief to hear 
the banal advertising plug for 
Tums, opening with the phrase ‘Acid 
indigestion is driving me mad.’ The 
quick switch from the propaganda 


There was very little revolution 
mentioned in the broadcast. It wasn’t 
|}even as anti-Administration as some 
| sponsored commentators on the net- 
; works. Probably its chief trouble 
was the lack of a professional radio 
| cast. and the absence of a trained 
| production man. Script itself. while 
| potentially a good idea, seemed ama- 
| teurish because of its execution. 
| There were numerous waits, poor 
transitions and poor tonal engineer- 
ing. Fervor which might have com- 
pensated for absence of disclipined 
production was also non-evident. 

Program touched briefly incidents 


Luxembourgh and Lenin, starting in 
1914 and picking salient events in 
| subsequent war history. An Ameri- 
;can couple, Stella and George, was 
brought in to show the effect of 





world events on the U. S. working- ! 


man and his family. Characteriza- 
| tion of Lenin was particularly poor, 
having, of course, none of the fire for 
which that speaker was known. 

Good spots were a brief moment in 
which boycott of silk was urged and 
the performance by Stella, the Amer- 
| ican housewife. Close of the drama- 
tization cued Gilbert Green. a gentle. 
| soft-spoken young man. He seemed 
| rather immature and was certainly 
| not a trained radio speaker. His ad- 
| dress, which was introduced by John 
Little, executive secretary. was over- 
| long and dull, lacking the punch of 
}any good anti-Administration com- 
mentator 

This isn’t the first 
nists have bought 


time 


time on the air. 


to the plug was at least entertaining. | 


Sunday, 4:00 p.m. 
WHB, Kansas City 


Latest airplane drammer written 
by Capt. W. G. (Bill) Moore spun 
out over WHB, after swell pro- 
motional campaign, on what Don 


Davis chooses to call a world (and 
painless) premiere. Two episodes 
were needled at this airing, which as 
a premiere amounted to a one-shot 
built around a letter contest for 
listener reaction before it goes on 
the market. It glorifies the flying 
hostess—something new in air fiction. 
Into this sky-buggy spinner Capt. 
Moore has tossed a measure of sex 
appeal, men with and without heroic 
qualities, blondes, chromium fittings 
and telescoping action. Dialogue okay 
for the male voices but doesn’t ring 
too true for the femme sector. 
But then it’s hard to predict how or 
what a woman will say when she’s 
excited or in hotwater and ro- 
mancer Moore has the gals up to 
their little pink ears in both. 
Noteworthy, considering the 
author’s successful juves, is the fact 
that there’s nary an ambitious kid 
running all over the place squawking 
‘Aw gee, Mr. Blackhart.’ It’s 
Strictly adult and a strip for the eve- 


ning trade, the old man will like it 
too. 

All in all on a one-time listen it 
sounds like these responsible have 
eannily framed ane entertainment 
ihat can sell goods. World cut the 
platters. Hoyt. 
FERDINAND LUNDBERG 
Author 
15 Mins. 

PBROMO-SELTZER 
WIZ, NBC, New York 

Ferdinand Lundberg, author of 
‘America’s 60 Families,’ got his 
chance last Thursday night (13) to 
sock back at Gen. Hugh S. Johnson 


for the ride that the latter has been 
giving the book. The General's air 
paycheck, Groves Laboratories, 
yielded one of its NBC-blus periods 
for the rejoinder. Even though the 
account had for some time been try- 
ing to prevail upon NBC to make 
this comeback opportunity part of 
the series’ policy, there apparently 
wasn't much else that either the net- 
work or the pill roller could do in 
Lundberg’s case, Johnson had 
charged Lundberg with being en- 
gaged in a campaign of slander and 
described the book as being ‘such a 
tissue of libel,’ ‘father of lies’ and 
‘trankest kind of communist 
propaganda.’ 

Perhaps it 


the 


was due to the small 


amount of time (15 mins.) allotted 
him, but the defense Lundberg put 
up bore heavily on counter invective 


and little on en- 
‘ts. Johnson’s antago- 
nism toward the book, asserted Lund- 
berg, was mainly prompted by the 
fact that the general ‘hates (Interior 
Secretary) Ickes’ guts.’ Johnson's 
statement that he was prepared to 
prove what he said reminded Lund- 
berg of the behavior of the French 
General Staff in the film, ‘The Life 
of Emile Zola’ (WB); these milita- 


and moiivation 
lightening fact 






'rists had a powerful case until the 


in the lives of Kar! Liebknecht. Rosa | 


Commu- | 


Unless they do a more competent job | 


than this in the future. 
do well to save their money. 
even bore a Communist. 


| LEE NORTON AND KEN WRIGHT 
Baritone, Organist 
15 Mins. 


Daily, 10:15 p.m. 
WKY, Oklahoma City 
Nifty program and pulling in fan 
mail without any contests or come- 
ons. Been running a week and tops 
stations mail on requests. 
Baritone Lee Norton 


they might | 
They'd 


| OKLAHOMA GAS & ELECTRIC CO. | 
The two characters talk with Swed- 


| 


smoothly | 


handles popular and classical songs | 


| while Ken Wright at the 


organ is 
slick. 


Norton does own m.c. and handles! 


in effective pleasing manner 
| lines of one person. talking to an- 


ee No shouting or screaming. 
Lewis. 


along | 


| 


facts and the truth were forced to 
the surface. ‘America’s 60 Families’ 
was not, as Johnson charged, an on- 
slaught on American business. The 
persons jt dealt with were not busi- 
ness people at all; they were inhert- 
tor proprietors. 

To Lundberg it seemed as though 
the General had used an incident in 
which he had personally participated 
as the teeterboard for his tirade. It 
had to do with Lundberg’s version 
of an inner politician episode at the 
1932 Democratic convention, and re- 
vived the moot point as to whether 


ex-Gov. Al Smith was figuring to 
throw his votes to the support of 
Newton D. Baker when W. R. 
Hearst intervened and started the 
| tide in Roosevelt’s favor via the 
Texas’ delegation. Lundberg re- 


marked that what burned Johnson 
most about the book’s description of 
the incident was that it didn’t put 
Barney Baruch in a favorable light, 
and Johnson at the time was Ba- 
ruch’s literary adviser and research 
man, Lundberg added that not one 
person mentioned in this episode 
could be called a business man, a 
class for which Johnson poses as 
the bold defender. Odec. 


FRANCINE FASHION PARADE 
With Billy Payne, Marjorie Pesselt, 

John Kiley, John E. Reilly, Vivi- 

ermne Mae Cameron 
15 Mins.—Local 
FRANCINE FUR STUDIO 
Sunday, 3:45 p. m. 
WMEX, Boston 

Swing of this new live studio show 
is the best since its inception several 
Sundays ago, although a  coupla 
t' ings should be straightened out fo1 
slick traveling. Quarter-hour frame 
is top-heavy with a trio of Billy 
Payne, tenor solos, in addition to his 
opening and closing theme (Lovely 
One’). Payne is currently headlin- 
ing Tommy Maren’s Penthouse nitery 
bill, and is top notched on this weekly 
frame. He possesses a high tenor, 
rather pleasing. 

The outstanding bit was Marjorie 
Passelt’s fiddle solo. She’s billed as 
an inter tional concert violiniste. 

Role of Fra: ine in the commercial 
blurb is kept a public secret, al- 
though the femme is Viviene Mae 
Cameron of the station program staff 

Norm. 
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Ree epson A mitt 
ROBERT TAYLOR ‘BY POPULAR DEMAND’ | 
Talk With H. V. Kaltenborn, Joan Madi- 


MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 

Thursday, 9 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

Metro should fare well in its move 
to build Robert Taylor as a regular 
guy by way of the Maxwell House 
show on NBC Thursday nights. Last 
week’s (13) was Taylor’s second time 
out as the program’s m.c. and the 
performance he put on showed that 
he not only had the required man- 
ner but he could adapt himself to 
the various shifis of mood that go 
with an air sess'on of this type. 
About the only off spot in his rou- 
tine was the fadeout message. Over- 
done enthusiasm forced his voice up 
an octave and the clatter of verbi- 
age was not tar removed from the 
sophomoric. 

Besides calling off the items Tay- 
lor did some slick exchanging of 
badinage with Frank Morgan and 
Fannie Brice, interviewed Jimmy 
Thompson, golf pro, and plied his 
romantic self through a dramatic 
excerpt. 

One of the brighter innings on this 
same occasion came from Sophie 
Tucker. It was a rare bit of remi- 
niscent and sentimental pabulum, 
during which La Tucker gave Shel- 
ton Brooks and his ‘Some of These 
Days’ credit for starting her on her 
rise, Odec. 
MAURICE SPITALNY DEBUT 
Special Broadcast 
2 Hours 
Thursday, 9 p.m. 

KDKA-NBC, Pittsburgh 

KDKA pulled off a showmanly 
broadcast to announce beginning of 
Maurice Spitalny’s reign as station’s 
musical director by staging entire 
show on stage of Stanley theatre. All 
seats were reserved and everything 
had the aura of a Hollywood opening. 
Half hour, from 10:30 to 11, was 
carried by NBC’s Blue network, but 
world’s pioneer station took the en- 
tire 120 minutes. 

It was a_e great 
Spitalny, his brother, Phil, coming 
on with his ‘Hour of Charm’ unit for 
25 minutes, and KDKA parading its 
entire talent roster, including Adam 
and Eve in comedy sketch, dramatic 
staff in dramatization by Derby 
Sproul, Don Dixon and his Varsiteers, 
Dot and Pat. and Jez in Hoff and Billy 
Sherman; Stanley contributing Bert 
Frohman, Mary Brian and the Three 
Orchids, harmony trio. and Cleveland 
division of NBC sending musical di- 
rector Walter Logan down to lead 
house symphony overture in a salute. 
He replaced H. Leopold Spitalny, 
another brother who was unable to 


welcome for 


come, although he did his bit from 
New York on a pick-up with NBC 
symphony. 

For closing portions. Maurice 


Spitalny took over KDKA band. 

topping with his own composition, ‘A 

Gypsy’s Love Is Like a Melody,’ as 

his themer, and violin-soloing in an 

arrangement of Victor Herbert tunes. 

Finished off smartly by leading com- 

bined orchestras of station and 

Stanley. Whole show run off at a 

brisk pace, was packed with smart 

radio showmanship and drew ca- 

pacity house to theatre at 85c. top. 
Cohen. 

LOUIS KATZMAN ORCH. 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 6 p.m., EST. 

WINS, New York 

In line with building up this sta- 
tion with its listening public, bosses 
have Louis Katzman’s musical eom- 
bination back serving up likeable 
tunes. His 30 (sometimes 25 mins., 
because of news) minutes present a 
pleasant interlude at the night din- 
ner table. 

Katzman has a canny ability in fer- 
Teting out popular radio likes anc 
dislikes. Program caught was typ- 
ical. Hardly a number that could be 
rated modern-time music. yet his 
choice of classical or semi-classical 
selections proved interesting even t 
the musically disinclined ear. Hi: 
orchestra has nicety of balance be- 
tween strings and horns. Wear. 
SAMMY WATKINS’ ORCHESTRA 
Dance Music 
30 Minutes 
Sustaining 
Friday, 5 p .m. 

WHKC, Mutual, Columbus 


Sammy Watkins’ orchestra, play- 
ing in the Parisien Dining Room of 
the Neil House hotel, Columbus, sent 
30 minutes of sweet and _ sophisti- 
cated swing to the Mutual network 
for the first in a 





| by 


series of twice-a- 
week remotes. It is the first regu- 
lar network remote from a Colum- 
bus hotel and also the first time the | 
Watkins band has played on the 
Mutual chain. 
Watkins’ band, which came here 
from Cleveland’s Hollenden, has im- 


proved considerably since its last en- 


| stand-out from 


son, Jackson Beck, Richard Blaine, 

Pat Lederer, Sidney Slom, Joe 

Julien 
15 Mins.—Local 
MODERN AGE BOOKS 
Saturday, 9:15 p.m, 

WABC, New York 

(Bachenheimer, Dundes & Frank) 

Sponsored air dramatization of 
books by new firm will be watched 
with interest by the publishing trade. 
Party, ceremoniously related to the 
broadcast, was tossed at the Chatham 
Hotel where reception was poor, so 
perhaps program was better than it 
sounded there. Second part of the 
program was much better than the 
tirst. 

Three books were plugged. For the 
first two a brief excerpt was drama- 
tized winding up with ‘for the rest, 
buy the book’ technique. Books 
selected were Walter Duranty’s 
Babies Without Tails,’ and David 
MacDuff’s mystery, ‘Murder Strikers 
Three. This part of the program 
sounded a bit hysterical and the 
sound engineering poor, though it is 
probable this may have been due to 
fautly reception facilities. Latter 
opinion was volunteered by friends 
of the agency who heard the broad- 
cast elsewhere. 

Program improved with the part 
dev oted to ‘Kaltenborn Edits the 
News,’ and author appeared person- 
ally to interview actors cast as 
dictators. Windup here, however, 
had too many sound effects. 

There was also a spiel to the effect 
that Seal Books, (as the Modern Age 
product is called) are light, compact, 
durable. Suggested also that they 
cost as little as rentals from circu- 
lating libraries. Title of the program 
which is repeated several times, 
might lead to some question, as it is 
not ‘by popular demand,’ but a 
strictly sponsored affair. Results on 
sales will prove interesting and 
determine whether other publishers 
will follow suit on the ether. 

Norman Winter produced for the 
agency. 

WQXR’s New Book-of-the Month 
Club commercial is also reviewed in 
this issue. 


EDDY BROWN ENSEMBLE 

With Ernst Victor Wolff, Christo- 
pher Morley 

60 Mins.—Local. 

BOOK-OF-MONTH CLUB 

Saturday, 9 p.m. 

WQXR, New York 

Publishers of books and book re- 
tailers have always been chary of 
air advertising. Station upon which 
the Book-of-the-Month Club has in- 
augurated a commercial program to 
swell its buying-members has repu- 
tation of possessing the most exclu- 
sive and intelligent, if limited, fol- 
lowing of any broadcaster in Man- 
hattan. 

Program are aired nightly for 
hour, adhering religiously to 
most cultured of classical music. On 
the initial inning, an all-Bach pro- 
gram of the composer's concer 
and suites was yw'n out. That 
certainly isn’t pop fodder with which 
to fuel the ether-waves. Neither is 
the dispensing method—a_ small 
string ensemb stick-swished by Eddy 
Brown, with Ernest Victor Wolff 
creeping across with solo licks on a 
harpsicord. Effect is better than it 
perhaps sounds on paper. 

Each broadcast also introduces an 
established literary figure or critic 
who discourses on some writer or 
work he thinks unfortunately over- 


an 


tos 


looked. This again is veering away 
from accepted pop likes; Mr. and 


Mrs. Average aren't much interested 
in the star-haze circle of writers. 
When caught (15) Christopher Mor- 
ley proved a good palaverer, per se, 
but his script was steep going. 
Considering the expense of this 
air undertaking, sponsor’ should 
stud the show with more blurbs, Gn 
the introductory broadcast the an- 
nouncer did not cart out the com- 
mercial till the close and then hur- 
ried it to tell the listeners to be sure 
to catch Toscanini on NBC. Only 
form of puff for the payoff source 
was to advise listeners to read the 


N. Times and Trib book-review 
sections following (Sunday) morn- 
ing, and if interested in learning 


more of the Book Club, to clip out 
the coupons found there and send 
them to an address as directed in the 
print. Bert. 


‘ATTORNEY-AT-LAW’ 

With Jim Ameche, Frances Carlon, 
June Meredith, Ethel Owen, Lucy 
Gillman, Grace Lockwood 

Serial 

5S. C. JOHNSON 

Men. Thru Fri., 9:30 a. m., CST. 

WLS-NBC Blue, Chicage 

(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 

Serials of the morning seem 

have taken on a new gli Ww. 

one is no exception. Dis 

excellent writing of 


to 


ingui ishe d 
sim Pease, 


|and is aided by a group of good ac- 


tors, well directed, 


both 


makes this a 
technical and 


j}entertainment points of view. 


| acted. 


| for five or six 


gagement here. An electric organ 
adds body to the ensemble, which 
comes over the air sounding like a 
much larger orchestra than the 10 
pieces actually used. Organ is also | 
used effectively in occasional solo 
Passages. 

Neat arrangement of ‘Donkey Ser- 
enade’ using the organ, an ocarino 
and vocal ensemble effectively, was 


the high spot of the pro 


bers were well chosen as to tempo 
and variety and clicked along with- 
out a cue missed. Charles Lutz an- 
uounced, Otis. 


zram. Num- | 


| 


Story, that of a young lawyer, is 
unique in itself, and doubly so since 
the dialogue is so well written and 
In lead 
brother of Don. 


is 
He played kid parts 
years, particular 
of Jack Armstrong. 
f cast are standard. 

As it stacks up, show is oe 
entertainment, and seemingly direct 
ed to right audi: ce, having every- 
thing that a woman-appeal script 
should have. Loop. 


title role Rest 














the | 





and this ; 


| WEVD Jabor groun tha 
Jim Ameche, | 

having a 
ly in | 
| conductor 


| 


} the 





Follow Up Comment 





Walter O'Keefe has resurrected 
his do-you-want-to-be-an-actor rou- 
tine as part of the Packard show. 
With Charles Butterworth chiming 
in on the wisecracks, O’Keefe passed 


the mike among last Tuesday’s (11) 
studio audience and the results 
weren't much on the funny side. 


Perhaps both the plants and the in- 
nocents need warming up. Most of 
O’Keefe’s blackouts were also on the 
dubious side. Comic, however, gave 
evidence of having something worth- 
while in his takeoff of the ‘March of 


Time.’ Mimicry was exceptionally 
good and all O’Keefe needs each 
week is a few well-pointed gags that 


fit in with the idea patly. 


Smug, 
Dr. 


saltless philosophizing of 
Karl Reiland continues on NBC- 
blue Friday nights at 7:15-7:30. 
Sponsor, Peppere 1] Mfg. Co. (linens), 
originalty asked BBDO agency to re- 
frain from publicizing the program. 
When caught (14) the gist of Rei- 
land’s ramble was that man’s mind is 
superior to his body. Perhaps he will 
give his opinion later on the supe- 
riority of oxygen over nitrogen. 

It’s unbelievable. 
CBS’ ‘Saturday N 
really swung off on the trapeze of 
jive, moan and jam seéssioning with 
its Jan. 15 broadcast. Time was 
swelled to one hour, twice the length 
of the usual ‘Club’ convivials. 
Broadcast originated from studios of 
CEBS-owned KNX, Los Angeles. Paul 
Whiteman presided as m.c. and his 
musicians furnished the backboning. 
Possibly the best sit-in the pro- 
gram has yet offered in its year-and- 
half of existence. Virtually all fig- 
ures prominently associated with 
swing who could be found on the 

Coast clustered around, 
Louis Armstrong pierced the high 


ght Swing Club’ 


ones on his trumpet and low- 
|larynxed ‘Jubilee. Raymond Scott’s 
sextette gut-bucketed two of the 
screwy-label Scott compositions— 
‘More Dance for Wooden Indians’ 
and ‘Square Dance for Egyptian 
Mummy.’ Joe Venuti was on hand 


with his groan-box to give out with 


some of his own peculiar brand of 
hot fiddling. 
On the distaff side Loretta Lee 


chipped her initials prominently on 
the tree by vocalizing ‘Sleepy Time 
Down South’ and ‘Nice Work’ in her 
sultry soprano which lends itself so 


smartly to swing. Cleo Brown 
knuckled her own keyboard and 
noveltized the vocal to ‘Who Stole 


That Man?’ 

Whiteman’s array 
on the solo licks, too, with the Tea- 
garden brothers in the van. Charlie 
rode a mean-moaning trumpet when 
kidoodling off Hoagy Carmichael’s 
‘River Boat Shuffle.” The arrange- 
ment of the late Bix Biederbeck was 
used and evoked memories of the 
days when he howled off with his 
horn sitting in the Whiteman grand- 
stand. Jack Teagarden’s slip-horn- 
ing and accompanying vocal to 
‘Melancholy Baby’ was a distinct 
highlight of the program. Another 
Whiteman member, Charley Lavere, 
was grooving right in there digiting 
the jit-box. 

By almost anv count, the orch’s 
version of ‘Du Schoen’ was probably 
the smartest cleffing of the piece yet 
to hove into view. Joe Glover laid 
out the arrangement. 

Whiteman was as on the ball m.c.’- 
ing the show as he was ~— the 
wand, For some laughs he had Jer- 
ry Colona discourse humorously on 
Swing. 


stood up starkly 


Jack Muthall, 
his 1,000th 
tervicw 
lywood 





now appearing in 
picture, described, in in- 
and dramatization, on ‘Hol- 
in Person,’ CBS commercial, 
experiment which Thomas A. 
Edison made 25 years ago at Orange, 
N. J.. in combining voice and film, 
with Mulhall as the principal actor. 
Mulhall’s story ha¢@ an historical in- 
terest, in view of subsequent devel- 
opments in the making of talking 
pictures. Dramatization of Edison 
incident was a competent if not a 
brilliant piece of radio production. 
Incidentally, ‘Hollywod in Person’ 
has added dramatization of news in 
film capital and in careers of pic- 
ture performers. Seems to have re- 
duced the time allotted to broadcasts 
from studio lots. Some of the ‘spot’ 


varns, enacted in routine’ radio 
fashion, sound like press agents’ 
trivia. This despite the fact Bob 
Baker, program pilot. repeats ‘Every- 
thing that happens in Hollywood i 

headline news’ and other phrase 

indicating the world more or less re- 


Coast City. 


volves around the 


Columbia 


Workshop presented 
Alfred Kreyn 


mt ‘The House That 
Jack Didn't Build’ last Saturday 
over WABC. Setendied to : 
wardnes of contemporary housing, 
its progressive flavor hardly sustain 
the charge made last week by the 
t Workshop is 
Technique used was 
rubberneck bus stop at 
rd Avenue and 33d Street, while 
took the visiting peasants 
the house of the future. Script 

least interest- 


had its dull moment: 
! in a utopian 


how 


back- 


reactionary. 
Thi 
nto 
ng being conversation 
house. 


Program was, however, ably pro- 
duced in the main by William Rob- 





arsenate 


Allen Scathingly Brushes Off Comics 
Who Use Visual Tricks on Ear Shows 





DON ROSS 
Songs 
15 Mins,- Local 
BOSCO 
M-W-F; 12 noon 
WOR, New York 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

A good, smart 
in his element 
with an air appea 
femme audience. 
listen as 


Ross is 
baritone 
touch the 
will pause to 


local show. 
aS a pop 
1 that’) 
Gals 

they’re _ shufiling 
luncheon plates on the table. Singer 
tastefully 


inserts the plugs. 

He works under the label of ‘the 
rhyming minstrel’ but should chuck 
that tag; was o.k. once but radio is 
gradually growing out of the short- 
pants stage: and ‘rhyming minstrels’ | 
are certainly short-short-pants, In 
fact, corny. 

Ross would be better if an orch 
backed him; but his pianist is help- 
ful. Piano might be distanced from 
the mike a bit for choicer effect. 

This is the first air adventure for 
the sponsor with a show; in past 
Bosco (milk amplifier) stuck to 
spots. Bert. 
son, Workshop director who recently 


succeeded Irving Reis. 


Twenty Years Ago and Today, 
WOR, New York sustainer prepared 
by Fanchon & Marco handled auto- 
mobiles, women’s righis and _ the 
armament race on its program las‘ 
Friday. First part was engrossing. 
Involved dramatization of sales re- 
sistance by farmers to the. gas 
buggy in 1918 and for the 1938 in- 
cident, Henry Ford's plon to make 


use of agriculiural by-products in 
manufacturing cars. Characteriza- 
tion of farmer Matthew Benton was 
especially good, 

Flagged a bit in the second item 
which had Mrs. James S. Kramer, a 
women’s rights champion on the 
program in person. With her high- 


pitched radio voice, she was no ad- 
dition to the program and her role 
might more satisfactorily have been 
handled by an actress. 

For the third part of the program 
comparison of Wilson’s 1918 speeches 
with recent Rooseveliiana were used, 
consent for the latter (recordings) 
having been granted by the White 
House. This was a good -_, but 
there was a litile too much of j 

Broadcast ues to have aes 
possibilities, should be crisper 
and tightened to sustain interest 
throuchout. ion ‘What have 
we gained?’ weak and some bet- 
ter phraseology might be subs.ituted 
Show vell duced, music and 
sound effects being very’ well 
handled, 


contin 
but 
up 
Que 


1S 


pl! 


Epic of America over 
Sunday (16) in its eighth broadcast 
of the series covered the James 
Truslow Adams chapier on ‘Manifest 
Destiny.’ Took in period 1830-50 
starting with events following the 
Alamo massacre in Texas, annexa- 
tion of Texas, and winding up with 
the California gold rush. 

Well produced and acted it por- 
trayed origins of our lawless heritage 
including a good bit on lynching. 
Show also touched panic of 1837. 
Acting was Okay and one narrator 
xcellent, 


WOR las‘ 


Committee for the Cele! 
the President’s Birthday got a well- 
composed and entertaining coniribu- 
tion from Hollywood by way of the 
NBC red (WEAF) link last Saturday 
night (15). Considering the circum- 
stance that most of those on the 
roster were vocalists. the show which 
ran an hour (9-10 EST), dovetaileau 
nicely and clicked along. snugly. 
Tony Martin, Lanny Ross, Alice 
Faye, Jeannette MacDonald, Nelson 
Eddy, Kenny Baker, Dorothy La- 
mour, Al Jolson and Rudy Vallee 
comprised the singing contingent, 
Jack Benny and Phil Baker did a 
diverting accordion and fiddle rou- 
tine, Joe Penner cracked gag, Wal- 
ter O'Keefe used his recent Euro- 
pean tour as the theme for a mono- 
log, and Ed: 3ergcen-Charlie Mc- 
Carthy cut in on a couple occasions 
with a nifty. 


Keith Mor 


yration of 


ar 


gan, chairman of the 








explained 


(15) | 





Foundation for 
spoke fre New 
car delivered 


Infantile Paralysis 
York and Eddie 
plea to e 


Mere- 
hesitra 
itter also 
Foun- 


the time confined 

ith. W illson batoned the orc 
a Don Wilson m.c.'d L 
the purposes of the 
dation, 


Horace Heidt put vari 
of his showmanly special nights 
the Hotel Biltmore with an 
night that made diverting 
quarter hour Saturday over 


over a 


from 


quickie 


Mutual. 


the | 


+ 


Fred Allen, who detests 
practice of mugging for the benefit 


the radio 





of studio audiences, illustrated what 
he means, and made it very funny 
in the process, on last Wednesday's 
| (12) broadcast for Ipana-Sal He- 
|patica, Allen has been outspoken 
' . . . 

| within advertising and entertainment 
| circles for years on this theme 

| Script had Allen, Portland Hoffa 
and Harry Von Zell discussing the 
| subject of getting studio lauvhs that 
the radio audi , a such, does not 
j}understand because th- humor is 
based on optical, no‘ aural, devices 


There was deadly criticism in the 
Allen spoof 01 comedians who wear 
funny hats, nightgowns, 
landish regalia of all kinds in order 
to make studio sudiences whoop or 
vell. Allen and Von Zell introduced 
a couple of purposely flat jokes that 
got no response whatever, then pro- 
ce 2ded to repeat the same tepid gags, 
but accompanied thi: time by horse- 
play, grimaces, comic prons, etc. Stu- 
dio audience, as expected, went into 
roars of laughter 


shorts, out- 


As heard over the air the original 
flat joke remained the same when 
repeated, although the near-hvysteria 
evidence of the studio audience indi- 
cated vividly what +» 1 antics were 
presumably in progress. 

Allen punched ais ‘message’ by the 
remark: ‘Isn’t the radio audience 
supposed tn be impx too? 

Allen, interviewing a woman 
blacksmith, hit the hithest vnoint of 
hilarity since he added the ‘interest- 
ing people’ feature to his NBC hour 
on a return to the air last fall. Any 
femme smithy would be a guffaw 
setter in foiling for the witty Allen, 
but this particular 195-pounder in- 
creased the pressure on _listeners® 
diaphragms by a bursting infectious 
laugh at his questions and com- 
ments. She seemed to find Allen's 
quizzing as funny as did the studio 
audience. Members of the latter were 
radio wise, as they attested by howl- 
ing over Allen’s final crack that he 
wanted to shake the lady black- 
smith’s hand to carry a remembrance 
of the incident when ‘I am old and 
creeping down NBC’s halls for a 
suest appearance on ‘We the People.’ 
The first part of the broadcast spar- 
kled with topical comedy of the kind 
which Allen almost alone purveys 
on the ether waves. 


terns 
riuany,, 


Lucille and Lanny, song duo using 
lyrics and arrangements by the lat- 
ter and guesting on previous Town 
Hall broadcasts, appeared as regular 
members of Allen’s company. 


—$—$______ - 


FRANK SIMON’S BAND 

With Billy Snyder 

30 Mins. 

AM. ROLLING MILL 

Sunday, 3:30 p. m., EST 

WJIZ-NBC, New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 


More or less an_ institutional 
broadcasting ballyhoo for Big 


Zusje 











tion | 


ness, Armco’s return to the air with 
Frank Simon’s band presents the 
ame setup as formerly, save that 
young musicians are being used ag 
one-shot guests. When caught, 14- 
year-young cornetist Billy Snyder 
was on hand to do some solo licks 


and proved good. Each guest gets a 
cold medal from the sponsor. 

Simon’s (he was Sousa’s assistant 
stick-swisher) outfit is very good for 
its type and far removed from the 
general Classification of ‘brass band.° 
Outfit can very acceptably do a ton 
poem such as ‘Carnival in Paris,’ and 
with the same adeptness it can 
splash into a military blare such as 
‘March of the Steel Men.’ Operetta 
tunes are also salted in. 


Program has an unidentified ‘coun- 


ellor’ billed ‘the Ironmaster.’ who 
bats out the blather along the lines 
of Henry Ford’s W. J. Cameron. For 
| what it is, it’s oke. 
| Airings emanate from Cincinnati. 
sert. 

DORIS RHODES 

Singing 

15 Mins. 

Sustain’ ng 

Monday, 7:15 p.m., EST 

WABC-CRBS, New York 

Doris Rhode has warbled in 

| niteries and also on the air with 
Buddy Clark, now sustaining sole 
|} over CBS. Sounded promising and 
smooth. She is able to nroject 1 h 
personality over radio, without 


‘umph’ 


*ublicity in advance smartly stirred 
interest. 

‘Umph’ means possessing pep and 
iollity and the y Heidt interview 
dancers from the hotel dance floor 
makes it good-natured fun. ‘Umph’ 
might, in fact, easily become a na- 


tional catchphrase. 


livthtine enuncia 
‘I Double 


tion 
Dare You’ vnave 


OnNpDOTe 


tunity for change of pace as che 
clicked as well in slower temps 
‘Once In A While.’ tagged as in D ig 
| Rhodes style, was that. Son hed 
i} in hetween this and ‘Every hine y oy 
Said,’ a torchy number, was ‘Th 
Merning After.’ 
This is the start ‘of he r‘wice-a 
week CBS series, Wear, 
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7,000,000 in Radio Time Donated 





Various Federal Government Bureaus Notable 


In 


Getting Free Facilities from Broadcasters 


Washington, Jan. 18, 
A single government agency 
chiseled $7,000,000 worth of 
free radio time last year under the 


over 


guise of educational activities, the 
House Appropriations Committee 
disclosed last week. 

Declaring curbs should be applied 
to Federal propaganda the House 
group published statistics showing 
the Federal Housing Administra- 
tion milked the three principal net- 
works for 82 hours and_ snitched 
28.160 hours from independent 
transmitters Total of 147,667 in- 
dividual broadcasts were made as 
part of the FHA campaign to sell 
the New Deal housing program to 
the people. 

The valuation on this time, ac- 
cording to Housing Administration 
officials, is in excess of $7,200,000. 

During a period of less than six 
months the agency created 3,250 15- 
minute programs, report showed. 

Simultaneously, the House crowd 
disclosed that curtailment of funds 
has forced the Rural Electrification 


Administration to cut down its radio 


crusading. The committee was un- 
able, however, to get any info on 
the amount of free time which the 


Social Security Board grabbed when 
it was taking to the airwaves. 
The REA explained that a script 
service for broadcasters, describing 
the activities carried on as part of 
the rural juice program, had been 
dropped because of shortage of cash 
but material was provided on a 
weekly basis for 100 to 120 stations, 
until the money began running low. 


Little data was supplied by the 
Security Board. Chairman A. J. 
Altmeyer told the committee thai 
the outfit ‘has not purchased any 
time’ and added that no staff or 
board members ‘are engaged ex- 
clusively in writing or making 


speeches in person or by radio.’ 


MICKEY MOUSE BAND 
PROMOTED BY DAILY 








Tacoma, Jan, 18. 
Mickey Mouse band, local kid 
aggregation of 65 pieces which has 


been sponsored for five years by 
John Hamrick theatres, has been 
taken over by the Tacoma Times, 


afternoon rag. Will be managed by 
the p.m. sheet exploitation depart- 
ment, 

Band was originally organized by 
Bill Connor, local Hamrick theatre 
manager of the Roxy, deluxer. Ap- 
peared twice on the Columbia net- 
work and has filled engagements in 
theatres. Membership in the band 
rages from 10 to 17 years of age. 
Louis Wersen will continue as direc- 
tor of the musikers. 





STATUS OF BIXBY CASE 


Involved Legal Issues Clarified by 
Latest Court Ruling 





Carl Lyndon Bixby scored a point 
in his many-chaptered, long-pending 
suit against Coleman (Nick) Daw- 
son, NBC and Woodbury when the 
Appellate Division of the N.Y. Su- 
preme court overruled a low court's 
granting of additional cost allow- 
ances to the defendants. Amount in- 


volved was $1,000. Upper court 
otherwise affirmed the judgment 
issued against Bixby. Latter had 


sought to restrain Dawson and the 
others from continuing to broadcast 
the serial, ‘Dangerous Paradise,’ 
which Bixby claimed he created. 
While the court refused to stop 
Woodbury from airing the serial or 


grant Bixby any damages, it ruled 
that the latter still had the rights 
to the title and the names of the 


characters and that as such he might 
sell them to another sponsor. 


WJAS-CBS Renew 


WJAS, Pittsburgh, has renewed its 
contract with Columbia, through the 
network's station relations depart- 
ment, 

Deal is for five years. 


George Couper Visits Chi 
P Chicago, Jan. 18. 
George Couper of KXBY, Kansas 
City, in town.fer a business session 
with agencies) and advertisers. 
Also arranging @ couple of new 
shows, 


— 4 





° 
Experienced 
Philadelphia, Jan, 18. 
F. D. Roosevelt, speak- 
ing at Community Chest 
cheon here last Friday, gave 
WFIL staffmen jitters when sl 
faced mike for skedded qua! 
hour spiel without so much as a 
scrap of script. Boys hurriedly 
phoned studios to be prepared 
with a fill. 

First Lady, however, not only 
filled her own time but the next 
15 minutes well, that a 
commercial in the spot had to 
be moved. After gabbing the 
15 minutes overtime she glanced 
at her watch and cut at exactly 
one minute to one, leaving stu- 
dio announcer required time to 
sign her off and sail smoothly 
into the program, 


MUST NOTS IN 
BASEBALL PACT 
SPURNED 


Mrs. 
lun- 


ic 


te 
LC 


as sO 


next 











Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Local stations all refused to signa- | 
ture the broadcasting contract prof- 
fered by the White Sox of the Amer- 


, 


ican League for this coming season’s | 








baseball, Meeting between stations 
and Tom McAvoy, radio contact of } 
the American League here. to iron | 
out the difficulties will be held this 
week, 

Local stations objected strenu- 
ously to several clauses in the prof- 
fered contract, all of which referred 
to broadcasting privileges and rights. 
In the tendered contract, the base- 
ball club had the right to cancel the 





| in 
| Coast 


' 
| 
| 
} 


| that same evening. 


KRSC, Seattle, Feeds 


Basketball to Three) 


Seattle, Jan. 18. 
With Leo Lassen, dean of North- 


| west sportcasters at the mike, Uni- 


| versity of Washington basketball 
|games are to be aired this season 
by KRSC. All games, both those 
Seattle and elsewhere on the 
loop are scheduled for 
day with Associated Oil sponsoring. 
KRSC will feed KRLC, Lewiston, 


Idaho; KFIO, Spokane, and KXL, | Springfield, Vt. Jan. 11 

Portland, play-by-play accounts of | Dep! Apa. : te tigi Teer 

: ade special effor 
each game. KRSC, smaller waxer, | Bi grea satin yet a hy 
j}stepping out front in sports with P _ hea hi : af ateblewe 
Coast League Ice Hockey matches hice nthe peas Besar s yon 4 po 
also going out over this station teletype an SeSeeercees See ae 
sees hj eee time. Gratefully taking ad- 

weekly with Lassen blurbing plays. ge 4 
) — . vantage of these facilities, gold- 
: | badger nevertheless fined sta- 
Des Moines, Jan. 18. tion’s salesman Bob Kelly $8.70 
Iowa schools have switched their 


basketball schedules from Friday 
evenings to Saturday afternoons 
that the games can be broadcast con- 
veniently over the Iowa Broadcast- 
System’s outlets. IBS airings 


sO 


ing 
ing 


in this case are the regular school | 
| schedules which precede the spring | 


championship Gene Shu- 

the 
Register 

Training 


sity 


playoffs. 
announcer. 
and Tribune Coaches’ 
School at Drake Univer- 
last week drew 1,000 basketball 
Players and fans, with 
Gayle Haves doing the interviewing 
of high school and university mentor 


mate is 


coaches, 


over an IBS hookup. 
Indianapolis, Jan. 18. 
WIRE sent Luke Walton and 


WIRE engineers to Bloomington last 
Saturday evening (15) to transcribe 
a complete play-by-play account of 
the Indiana-Northwestern Big Ten 
basketball game. Record then rushed 
back to WIRE studios here in time 
to get it on the air at 11 p.m. (CST) 
same thing again last night (17), for 
the Indiana-Iowa basketball game. 

Commercial commitments won't 
let WIRE air the game while it’s 
going on. 


TRANS-LUX T0 
MARKET TELE 


Trans-Lux Corp., which builds its 








broadcasting deal if it at any time 


ing copy, announcer, the type 


the ether. 


sequent use of any dope of the ball 
game by the stations, which could 
mean that the stations would not 
be permitted to use any information 
on the game in sports reviews, re- 
enactments, and might even prevent 
the broadcasting of baseball scores. 

Likely that these clauses will be 
revised at this week’s meeting, par- 
ticularly since the National League 
contracts have already been signa- 
tured and approved by both stations 
and Chicago Cubs. 





Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 


Instead of Atlantic Refining and 
Kellogg's splitting sponsorship. of 


baseball as they have done in past 
seasons here, they will compete with 
each other in airing games over two 
Philly stations. WFIL will handle 
games for Kelloggs, while WIP will 
carry them for Atlantic. Both ac- 
counts handled by N. W. Aver. 
Previously the sponsors had both 


American and National League 
games, airing all 154 games with 


plugs for the two accounts on alter- 
nating days. This season, however. 
they have been able to purchase only 
the rights to the American League 
Athletics. 

Phillies, National League team, will 
be aired by WCAU, with sponsorship 
split between General Mills and 
Socony-Vacuum. These two account: 
season, when the Phillies 


on days 


a two-hour variety show. 





18. 
that 


Atlanta, Jan. 
Indications are pretty rosy 
will lift ban on broadcasting of home 
games at their meeting in Memphis 
this week. This will open up field 
for stations located in eight towns 
that have reps in this league, which 
now permits airing of road 
only. It will be a particular boon 
to indie stations with no chain com- 
mitments. 

Original proposal to permit home 
game broadcasts was broached at 
league meeting in November, but no 
action was taken then or at subse- 





quent sion held during national 


se 


screens for ticker service in stock 


objected to the advertiser, advertis- | brokerage houses and in theatres, 
of | 
broadcast or any remarks made over | has begun marketing it. Screen suit- 


has perfected a television screen and 


able for any variety of television is 


Contract also prohibited the sub- | obtainable in small, home size and in 


18-foot dimensions suited for theatre 
usage, 

Trans-Lux claims no new improve- 
ments on actual television but is 
keeping pace with trends by making 
this screen available. Television 
screen is thinner optically but not 
| in actual construction. 


ARTA-WBNX Renew 


American Radio Telegraphers 
Assn., a CIO affiliate, renewed its 
contract on Friday (14) with radio 
station WBNX. Terms include the 











also had all 154 games last year. This | 


aren’t playing home, they will put on 


Southern BB Association directorate | 


games | 


closed shop, minimum wages of $35 
/a week as compared with the former 
figure of $30 a week, the six-day, 40- 
hour week, two weeks’ annual vaca- 
tion and arrangement for sick leave. 
Under the terms covering sick leave, 
an employee’s position will be held 
for 60 days. 

Contract goes into effect Feb. 1 for 
one year. 





association meeting in Milwaukee in 
December. 

Bosses of Chattanooga, Knoxville 
and Nashville clubs favor movement, 
with Atlanta team execs committed 
to string along with them. Support 
of one of other four clubs involved, 
Little Rock, New Orleans, Memphis 
and Birmingham, will swing it. 








Detroit, Jan. 18. 

Baseball airing setup completed 
today (Tuesday) with Kellogg divid- 
ing sponsorship with White Star Re- 
fining over WWJ, WXYZ and latter's 
state web. Addition of WXYZ to 
this year’s setup represents change 
from previous when WWJ was only 
local outlet for Tiger games. 

Arrangement allows each sponsor 
to be on air daily over one or other 
station, Backers alternating 
site days. Ty Tyson at 
| WWJ. Harry Heilman, WXYZ, as 
formerly, both airing local games 
from park and reconstructing away 


oppo- 
helm for 


contests via telegraph. White Star 
sponsor local games several 


years ago and split time with Wheat- 


' 
} 
| began 
| ies last season. 


Fri- | 


Pulliam did the |} 


Toothy Food and Drug Act Probable 





'Broadened Language Would 
Trade Commission Powers to ‘Get At’ Offenders 


> nt 





Rugged Vermont 





for illegal parking on what was 
I » 


the Chief's first discovery of 
any of the WNBX gang break- 
ing a law. 

| Kelly now wants to bill the 


police department for air time 











and teletype use. 
$ 


‘DONT LET I 
HAPPEN AGAIN, 
SEZ FCC. 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Promulgation of definite standards 
of program quality and adoption of 
policy holding licensees to 
account for offensive matter going 
}out of their transmitters were fore- 
shadowed last week by the attitude 
of the Federal Communications Com- 
mission in spanking National Broad- 
casting Co. and affiliated stations for 
the Mae West coffee program, 





of 


45 fF 
SUlil 


Concrete steps in the direction of 
closer policing of the radio biz were 
charted by Chairman Frank R. Mc- 
Ninch when he published the text of 
the rebuke which went to licensees 
who carried the ‘Garden of Eden’ 
skit. Woodshed treatment extended 
to the film star, Don Ameche, and 
Edgar Bergen, as commish wrote 
| finis on the incident. 





Commenting to newspaper re- 
porters that the commish considered 
airing of the West patter was ‘a very 
serious offense against the proprie- 
ties,” McNinch Friday (14) outlined 
an attitude which may cause the in- 
dustry continuous grief and is likely 
to force material changes in the con- 
cept of a licensee's obligations, 

The principal point involved in the 
F. C. C. pronouncement on the West 
incident is that all stations must pay 
close regard to the responsibility of 
operating ‘in the public interest.’ 
This means the government will not 
countenance’ buck-passing in the 
event of any repetition of offensive 
entertainment and that future of- 
fenders are likely to get harshar han- 
dling. 

Official verdict was that all sta- 
tions which sprayed the Eden gags 
over the airwaves were guilty of 
failing to live up to their responsi- 
bilities. The web was accused of 
having a poor concept of its duty, 
with the commish declaring that 
| both the West-Don Ameche act and 
| the West-McCarthy chatter ‘were far 
| below even the minimum standards 
| which should control in the selection 
j}and production of broadcast pro- 
grams.’ 


Expressing 


| 





the government's in- 
| dignation in letter to Lenox R. Lohr, 
| web prexy, McNinch definitely and 
|emphatically stated that the com- 
| mish does not consider that the orig- 
| inator or the distributor is the only 
| 8ullty party in such circumstances 
and served warning that in the fu- 
ture ‘trespasses against the public 
interest be charged against 
every station engaging in such tres- 
Dass. 


will 


The commish chairman snorted at 


the if you don’t like it, turn it off’ 
alibi. Pointing out that airwaved 


programs reach all types of peoples 
in all kinds of places, he said, ‘It is 
no answer to say you can turn a key.’ 
Such a slant is tacit admission that 
there is considerable stuff coming out 
of the loud speaker which is not of 
sufficiently high calibre, he re- 
marked, 

Elaborating on the statements in 
the letter—that every broadcaster 
|}must accept ‘a definite, inescapable 
and high public trust’—MeNinch said 
the commish considers the fact that 
stations may be bound by either net- 
work or sponsor contracts is of ‘quite 





Strengthen Federal 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Tighter government control of 
false food and drug advertising by 
radio was virtually assured last 
week by house approval of the re- 
vised Lea-Wheeler bil! 
powers of the ‘ederal trade commis- 
sion. Although assailed by 
defenders the agriculture depart- 
ment’s food and drug administration, 
the modified measure was passed in 
the lower iamber. of 
Wednesday wide majority 
107 to 10. Final action was deferred, 
however, when Senator S. 
Copeland of New York, sponsor of a 
different food and drug _ proposal, 
pleaded for time to study various 
provisions of the Lea-Wheeler bill. 
Question of senate concurrence in 
changes made by the house inter- 
state commerce committe: comes up 
later this week. 

Recommended bv F. T. C. officials, 
the new ban would prohibit dissem- 


broadening 
bitterly 


of 


congress 


cl 
(12) by a . 


> -] 
OVal 


ination by any means of advertise- 
ments for food drugs, devices, or 
cosmetics which are ‘misleading in 
a material respect’ and would gag 


ballyhoo for such commodities which 
‘may be injurious to health.’ Respon- 
sibility for complying with the law 
placed on the manufacturer or 
dealer, with publishers, broadcasters, 
and agencies specifically exempted 
from punishment unless they refuse 
to co-operate with the government 
in curbing violations of the law. 

Sweeping authority would be given 
the trade commish under the amend- 
ment to the while 
stiff punishment could be meted out 
to sponsors who went beyond the 
bounds of honesty in describing 
their products. Both civil and crimi- 
nal penalties provided in the 
new measure. 

Significant point in the definition 
of ‘false advertisement’ fact that 
the propaganda need not be dissem- 
inated with intent to duve the pub- 
lic. Even material which inno- 
cently prepared may be prohibited if 
the effect is to mislead potential cus- 
tomers; fraudulent pu. ose does not 
have to be shown in punishing the 
offender. 

‘The definition is broad enough to 
cover every form of advertisement 
deception which it would be 
humanly practicable to exercise gov- 
ernmental control,’ the house come 
mittee reported. ‘It covers every 
case of imposition on a purchaser for 
which there could be a_ practical 
remedy. It reaches every case, from 
that of inadvertent or uniformed 
advertising to that of the most subtle 
as well as the most vicious types of 
advertisement. 

Penalties, which the committee 
said are in proportion to the serious- 
ness of the offense, range from a 
mere warning not to do it again to 
heavy fines and jail sentences. Pro- 
cedure to be followed in enforcing 
the law begins with issuance of a 
cease-and-desist order. In the event 
the offense continues, the commish 
can ask for a temporary injunction, 
which would be followed up by the 
usual court processes. 

Under the revised law, violation 
of a cease-and-desist order would in- 
volve a civil nenaltv not exceeding 
$5,000 for each infringement. Fla- 
grant cases of misrepresentation and 
defiance of the commish would be 
prosecuted in the courts under penal 
clauses. Where the advertised article 
is iniurious to health, first offense 
would draw a sentence of not more 
than six months or over $5.000 or 
both, with the punishment for re- 
peaters doubly severe. 


is 


present statutes, 


are 
is 


is 


over 


BRITISH INFLUENCE? 


Tea-Drinking at Izzard Agency 
Seattle Under Investigation 
Seattle, Jan. 18. 
Izzard Company, local ad agency, 
has gone 
Every afternoon at 3:30 a 15-min- 
ute period is set aside for staff and 
clients to partake of tea and cinna- 
mon toast. Moon Mullins, radio de- 
partment head, said the tender drink 
softens the twittery nerves. But the 
ceremony made the VARIETY 
mugg self-conscious. 
Agency has some nearby Canadian 
contacts which might account for 
the sipping quarter hours. 


: 
in 


SISSY. 


local 








secondary’ importance, Licensee 
can’t put aside their duties and re- 
solve their doubts in favor of the 
advertiser or chain, he commented. 
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N.AB. Reorg Proposals 
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Washington, Jan. 18. 


Many changes in operating methods of the National Association of Broad- 


cas 


ters have been made in redraft of the reorganization program prepared 


by special trade committee for consideration at next month’s special con- 


vention, 
Final report which went out las 


method of picking directors and democratizing the institution. 


t 
t 


different 
Other re- 


week outlined a greatly 


visions affect district line-up, dues schedule and functions of the direc- 


toraie 


Bulk of changes are related exclusively to the selection of board mem- 


bers. With the 
governing body 
chosen at large 


number of districts being bumped up from 15 to 17, the 
would have two more directors, six of whom would be 
to represent particular classes of stations. 


Making the 


plan more concrete, reorg group has recommended an amendment which 


provides that two directors-at-large shall represent ‘large stations, 


two 


ihe ‘medium’ transmitters, and two the smallies, with operating power 


governing the classifications. 


Tenure of office proposal has been completely altered. 


Under the final 


version the district directors would serve for two years instead of only one, 


while the terms of the directors at lal 


lo one, 


Changes in nominating methods are suggested. 


ge would be cut from three years 


District directors, who 


would be chosen in advance of annual membership meeting, are to com- 
pose the nominating committee which picks two candidates for each of 


ihe seats for at-large colleagues. 


a nominating committee with one member from 
Better tie-in for the state organizations is suggested. 


Originally the President was to select 


district. 
New phraseology 


-ach 


contemplates issuance of charters to state and city groups which would 


contact the national body through the district directors. 


Eventual estab- 


lishment of an advisory committee consisting of heads of the subdivisions 
is in prospect, but no concrete scheme is outlined. 
Creation of committees would be left up to the board, instead of speci- 


fied in the by-laws. 


Only permanent group to be set up is the executive 


committee, with the directors deciding what standing and special commit- 
tees are necessary to proper functioning of the org. 
Revised dues schedule, still based on net revenues, provides two more 


income brackets and lifts the financial load on the smallest stations. 


In- 


stead of the previous thirteen-bracket scheme with levies ranging from 
$120 to $6,000 per annum, new formula has 15 categories where the bill 
runs from $60 to $6,000. Scheme is as follows: 


Class Income Monthly Dues 
A 0 to $15,000 $5.00 
B $15,000 to 36,000 10.00 
i 36,000 to 60,000 15.00 
D 60,000 to 80,000 20.00 
E 80,000 to 120,000 30.00 
F 120,000 to 160.000 40.00 
G 160,000 to 200,000 50.00 

200,000 to 300,000 75.00 

I 300,000 to 400,000 100.00 

J 400,000 to 500,000 125.00 
K 500,000 to 600,000 150.00 
L 600,000 to 800,000 200.00 
N 800,000 to 1,000,000 250.00 
N 1,000,000 to 2,000,000 400.00 
O 500.00 





ALBERS OKAYS LEAVE, 
WAX MAKES POSSIBLE 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 18. 

Harriet Page, radio heart-throb 
columnist, currently doing a series 
of thrice weekly programs for Al- 
bers Brothers Milling Co. over 
KDYL, is waxing nine stints to 
cover her absence during latter-part 
of January. 

Miss Page, active in civic and re- 
Yigious work locally, has been re- 
quested by the Latter-day Saints 
(Mormon) church to attend a special 
ecc'esiastical conclave in Honolulu. 

Albers, through Erwin - Wasey 
agency, okayed special permission 
the e.t. discs. 





for 





Liberty Story Series 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 


In a tie-up with Liberty mag, 


Over $2,000,000 





Libby, McNeill & Libby will present 


@ three-a-week disc schedule of Lib- 
erty short short stories, starting Jan 
24. Will use four stations as an ini- 
lialer. going on WLW, WLS, WHN 
and WFIL in Cincinnati, Chicago. 
New York and Philadelphia, hitting 
at 6:15 p.m. 

Set through the local Transamceri- 
can office with the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. Liberty is tying in with 
both magazine and outdoor exploi- 
lation, 





Simplified 


St. Louis, Jan. 18. 
Bart Slattery, chief of WIL’s an- 
nouncing staff hung the tag of 
‘Johnnie Sharpel’ on a 22 year old 


warbler, recently added to the sita- 
tion’s talent staff. Could not pro- 
nounce the youngster’s involved 
name, 

He's Hana Josef Milhim Aikikik'e 
Fram Shina Minil Mazera Ferdibian, 


of a Syrian family. 


| due 





A MINOR TEMPEST 


Yankee Network Attachment Routine 
—$100 Bond All That Was Necessary 
Boston, Jan. 18. 
Uproar over Terry O'Toole and his 
disagreement with the Yankee net- 
work dwindled to a routine affair. 
Web’s exchequer was never frozen. 
A $100 bond took care of the law’s 
requirements in damage actions 
pending adjudication. Payroll in no 
way affected or threatened. 
All grew out of a program 
Chicago about another O’Toole. 


Media Sports Rivalry 


Lincoln, Jan. 18. 
Newspapermen are trying to figure 
some athletic contest in which they 
can top the radio staffers. Of three 
promotional battles so far—a softball 
game, a spelling bee and a recent 
(4) basketball game—the scribes 





from 


| could only take the spelling match. 


Both the radio stations and the 
newspapers flatfooted on any con- 
tests such as basketball in the future 
to the roughness. Fear some- 


body will get hurt and the spon- 


sors will be liable for compensation. | 


WREC Act on CBS 


Memphis, Jan. 18. 
Jewel Cowboys from WREC will 
ye fed sustaining to CBS starting 


Feb. 5 on a Saturday morning half 


hour. Includes Jim Sanders as m.c. 
and Mexican singer. 
Act sponsored locally by Swift & 


Co. 


Spelling Bee Success Story 


Denver, Jan. 18. 
Popularity of ‘The 
Sunday afternoon program on KLZ 
has forced move to a larger audi- 
torium for the broadcast. It’s a con- 
test, spelling, pronunciation and 
word building. Sponsored by the 
Kortz Jewelry Co. of Denver. Waiches 
and pen and pencil sets go to the 
winners, 


Three B's, a! 


— — 


Ror, FRISCO, 
HEARINGS HELD 


Duke Patrick Challenges 
F.C.C. Authority to De- 


cide Financial Question of 





McNinch Counters 
Rate-Rising Influence 
Question 


CITE LAWS 


12 


Washington, Jan. 18 

Power of the Federal Communi- 
rations Commission to _ interfere 
with business operations of a broad- 
cast station w questioned Friday 
(14) when the right of Columbia 
Broadcasting System to lease KFSO, 
San Francisco, at a rate of $25,000 
a year, was argued before the full 
Commish, 


as 


Flinging down the gauntlet with 
the flat statement that Congress has 
refused since 1912 to confer power 
upon any Federal regulatory body 
to limit transfers to the ‘bare value 
of physical property,’ Duke M. Pat- 
rick, representing both CBS and 
KFSO, insisted that the proposed 
leasing of KFSO to the network by 


Associated Broadcasters, Inc., was a 
matter concerning only the lessee 
and the lessor. Fact that web is 


ready to pay $25,000 per annum for 
a station whose tangible assets have 
been set forth in the vicinity of $35,- 
000 is not unusual, Patrick argued, 
pointing out that the transmitter has 
been earning up to $18,000 annually 
and can be expected to produce ap- 
proximately $30,000 as the network's 


San Francisco outlet, 
None-of-your-biz attitude con- 
cerning price-tags on transfers and 


leases—which appears to be becom- 


ing increasingly popular among 
Washington radio attorneys—visibly 
nettled Commish Chairman Mc- 
Ninch, who wanted to know if it was 
Patrick's opinion that the F, C. C. 
has no power to determine what 
price may be paid for a station. At- 


torney said that this was his bolief, 
but lost some ground when he re- 
plied to McNinch’s next question— 
whether the price might not be per 
se against the public interest—with 
a ‘may or may not be’ answer. 
Muddle, which has kept CBS from 
acquiring its San Francisco affiliate 
for many months, was brought up 
for oral argument after plaints by 
the principals that an adverse report 
turned in by Examiner Hyde erred 
in several respects. Hyde did not 
confine himself to the specified is- 
sues, Patrick said, anid submitted a 
report that was ‘not 
full.” Also made ‘startling conces- 
sions’ which were not backed up by 
the recommendation for a turndown 
such the admission that the fat 
rental-fee did not appear be out 
f line with the usefulness and value 
the KSFO operating a 
would have to the assi: 


as 


‘to 


“signment 


mee’ and that 











improvements to the station’s serv- 
ice would result if the decal went 
through, 
Relates to Rates 

Scuffle between MecNinch = and 
| Patrick over proper prices derailed 
jihe argument momentarily into an 
|exchange of absiract questions and 
|}answers. Commish Chairman want- 
ed to know whether a_ broadcaster 
|who paid ‘a million’ for a station 
might not be expected to raise hi 
|charges after acquirement. Attor 
Iney for CBS-KFSO countered with 
|ihe supposition that the reason for 
| purchase or lease ‘might not be a 
| matter of money’ to the applicant, 
{to which MecNinch replied that he 
{could hardly believe that ne 
| would want to pay price n exce 
| 9f physical values ‘for fun,’ 
| Commissioners Case, Craven and 
Sykes joined in quizzing Patrick 
about his beliefs concerning the 
F.C.C.’s authority to regulate prices 


with Craven appearing interested in 
any ‘going concern’ value which 
might have becn placed on _ the 
transmitter. Attorney had listed 
contracts with Musicians’ Union 
ASCAP and other important heri- 





LAWYERS DEFEND BIG PRICE 
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Sale Price of Stations— | 
with | 








. 
tages including cooperation of the | 
lessor as the intangbile assets CBS] 
would receive if deal goes through 

Point that Communications act 
contains nothing that would give 
the Commish the right to regulate | 
the returns that any broadcaster 
might make under the use of a Fed- 


eral license was made by Gov. Case. 
who attitude appeared to be that 
price was not a controlling factor in 
transfer instances, save in cases 
monopoly is threatened. In- 
to tation at a profit 
na tendency to freeze con- 


sell a 


|trol of stations in the present own- 











sufficiently | 


| advertising 


because 
suffered 
the basis 


ers’ hands, Case 
of the loss that 
if a sale were forced on 
of physical value. 
Replying to a quizzing that was. 
for the most part, friendly, Patrick 
established the following facts about 
the proposed leasing arrangement: 
1. Columbia’s interest in acquir- 
ing KFSO lies in a pressing need for 
an outlet at San Francisco, where 
ownership and control of a network 
station would 


indicated, 
would be 


result in operating 
economies and at the same time 
would improve local and network 
service of the comnany. For this 
reason, attorney pointed out, it 
would not appear unreasonable to 
pay at least $25,000 a year for a 


transmitter capable of 
$30,000 annually. 

2. Ownership of KFSO would put 
Columbia on a truly competitive 
basis with NBC and would permit 
CBS to take advantage of the prox- 


producing 


|imity of Hollywood film stars for its 


also of the 
opportunities 
San Francisco. 

3. Arrangement 
‘profitable enterprise’ even at the 
rental of $25,000 a year, and inter- 
ests of Associated Broadcasters, Inc., 
present licensée, would be protected 
by an agreement that payments 
would continue in the event the 
lessee should lose its license for any 
reason, 

4. Actual financial arrangement 
calls for $25,000 annual payments. 
plus one-seventh of the annual gross 
take above $150,000, and contract 
contains two provisions for addi- 
tional five-year extensions of the 
lease and an option to purchase. 

Patrick tenaciously clung to his 
argument that the only power con- 
ferred upon the Commissioner, with 
reference to the financial set-up of 
stations, is vested in its rights 
determine the financial fitness of the 


programs and superior 


offered in 


would be a 


to 


applicant. Also argued that price- 
tags were not involved in ‘public 
j interest’ issue which was raised by 
the examiner. 

Complaint that testimony in 


| Hyde’s report was ‘rather messy’ for 





ihe reason that West Coast officials 
had been informed that it would not 
»e necessary to bring technical ex- 
perts to Washington for the hearing 


last year, was made by the attorney, 


who claimed that fuller informa- 
tion would have been available to 
the Commission if other witnesses 
had been on deck. 


Stressing Columbia's plans to im- 


|prove service—if and when KSFO 
goes network—Patrick called atten- 
tion to the web’s ‘careful policy of 


| those designed for children.’ 


| the 


i bia 





regulating programs, especially 
Latte: 
ioner Payne 
to free 


bedtime 


remark caused Commis: 
vho oring 


of 


IS spons 


ether 


campaign 
hair-raising 
look up. 

\ssuming Commish 
agree that CBS is 
monopoly nor operating against the 


+ 


1@s, to 


can be led to 














neither seeking a 


public interest in being generous 
with the rental offered, KSFO will | 
be operated by CBS, Inc., the par. | 


ent company, instead of the Colum- 
Broadcasting System of 
iornia as formerly planned. 


Ashley Scripting for Oakie 


Cali- | 


Ira Ashley shipped from New York | 


to Hollywood by the William Esty 
agency to handle continuity for the 
Jack Oakie portion of the 
Caravan. 

Formerly produced programs over 
WHN, New York. 


| 


Camel] | 


Louis Caldwell Challenges Theory 
That F.C.C. Can Decide If Sale Price 


Of Stations Is ‘Warranted’ by Facts 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
Adoption of any rigid standard for 
measuring the fairness of prices paid 
for broadcast stations would injure 
rather than promote the public in- 
terest, Louls G. Caldwell, one of the 


leading authorities on radio law, told 


the Communications Commission 


Friday (14), 

As the matter of FCC authority to 
rule on station valuations grew into 
one of the most important issues yet 
to be settled, the first general counsel 
of the old Radio Commission—argu- 


ng in 
WNBZ, 


raised 


behalf 


Saranac 


of 
Lake 


to sell 
100-watter— 
the question of constitution- 


request 


ality of the present statute and po- 
litely defied the Commish to assert 
the right to disapprove a transfer 
solely on financial grounds, 
Discussing the broad legal phases 
and paying scant attention to the 
particular circumstances involved in 
the proposed WNBZ transfer, Cald- 
well warned that adoption of any 
rule of thumb—such as disapprov- 
ing any transaction involving more 
than the physical worth of equip- 
ment and property—would freeze the 
indusiry and penalize conscientious, 
aggressive broadcasters. Likewise, 


any attempt to follow a stop-gap 
policy—midway between absolute 
and no control—would be unwise 


and possibly lead to legal complica- 
tions, 
WREN, KSFO Cases 

Frequently-advanced theory that 
the Commish has no power to base 
approval or disapproval of a station 
sale on the price—mentioned recently 
at arguments on the WREN deal 
and the KSFO lease and debated in 
Congress over the 


past year—was 
espoused by Caldwell, who added 
that even if the board does have 


such authority it will regret trying 
to impose a rigid test in safeguard- 
ing the public interest. 

‘There is not a paragraph, sentence 
or word in the entire Act which 
either expressly or by clear implica- 
tion authorizes you to pass on 
whether the price to be paid for a 
station is or is not excessive,’ Cald- 
well declared. 

To substantiate the view that the 
law does authorize such action, it 
is necessary to place a ‘strained in- 
terpretation’ on Section 310 (b)—tha 
clause dealing with transfers—and to 


read into it meaning drawn from 
other unconnected sections of the 
tatute, barrister argued, All this 


‘1s In defiance of a demonstrable inten- 
tion by Congress that you should not 
have such power, shown by the legis- 
lative history of the Act and by 
trongly persuasive implication from 
other provisions it contains.” When 
the legislation was pending at the 
Capitol, ‘Congress decided against 
the theory which you are now being 
urged to read into the statute.’ 
Knocking down the opposition are 
egumenis, Caldwell raised the follows. 


ing suggestive points: 
‘1) How can the Commission ap- 
prove differing prices for various 


tations without conferring upon one 
purchuser rights greater than he 
would have if he paid only the 
phys.cal value? 

(2) How can the Commish recon- 
decision to limit transfers to 
the worth of only the tangible prop- 


cile a 


eriy ‘hout conflicting with the In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau and infring- 
ing the Constitution? 

Barrister emphasized the impos- 
ibility of treating licensees dife 


ferently. Regardless of prices paid, 
all franchise-holders have to observe 
the sta , conform with Commish 
regulations, and perform the duty of 
ng in the public interest, he 
observed. Power to discipline broad-« 
ca do not maintain satise 
.ctory operating standards is unime 
paired, while pressure of competition 
will prevent excessive advertising 
rates and deterioration of service, 


ute 


operat 
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F.C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 
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Washington, Tan. 18. 
(Avalanche of examiners’ reports swamped 
Federal Communications Commission. last 


veek, making up for decided slump in matters 


the Commish and in the number 


mae of broadcast cases set for hearing. Some 21 
Washington, Jan. 18 ‘ports idvocated or sue rested denial of as 
Long sty 1 report on economi \: eas for assignment change new sta- 
problems of the bi ting bi ind other requ Decisions totaled 
I d to the Fed for little stuff) while only 
C , , referred to the exam 
ai ( l ule i | 
visir tec} | ndards, will ) - 
u fates. 3 ECISIONS 
} ) j { litorni \ I 
v ll be ) 1 ior ] to ¢ ‘ ' 
leagues by Commissioner T. A. M Indiana \ 
Craven soon after work is finished x ’ ” oO 
on a digest. Tentatively set for re- : , , ih 
lease next week ial liana ' 
Contents of the survey, which 1 bts 
based on eichy evidence presented , Ww 
by the industry at hearings 18% 
months back have been closely Michigan: vii ie ae , ; 
guarded, but it well known that sare Gea 
Craven will recommend far mo! othe ae — 
thor } ( i t} ) 
nomic aspet +} ndustry } ' 
future. Reported he will empha Ohio ul au- 
the need for mass of detailed infor- < ee e : bet =a ; ne 
mation and will suggest the Commish EES aS RC Sie aD eee STINE Sere 
pay close regard to the complicated < 5 ' 1100 fehe - 
business aspects in handing out as- ‘ 1 100 s 
signments henceforth Vermont WSYB, Philip We Mu Compar Rutland 
Whether an economic investigation rt ; m sp i tou 
will be Iaunched to corral the lack- Viveinia: W2XEX, WTAR Radio Corp., Norfolk. eranied 
ing data is problematical. Definite 4 yn of present frequen tA tha wae of S6450 b 3 
limitations on FCC finances may vd 
make it impossible to carry on a SET FOR HEARING 
very broad study, although resource ¥ 
of the present accounting department | Mlaska KFQB, J. F. Hannon, An lihoar ) 
—which deals with telephone and egal mtrol of corporation from J. IF. Hannon to BB. 
telegraph finances and rates—may i. Miele Mates ‘Sepbbic as Seanad dishes. Sink stadia A % 
be used to build up a background. | egucntel sk 1kl6 ha Wik OR Whee Sinbie, 256 wikte Gass 
One of the principal points which | North Carolina: Jonas Weiland, Goldsboro ition ) 
Craven is expected to help settle i » operated days only on 1500 ke with 100 watts 
super-power. While the testimony Rhode Island: Peter J. Caldarone, Providence, new siat 
about economic consequences of a] tv be operated days on 1270 Ke with 250 watts, 
higher wattage roof was based pri- | 
marily on guess-work, his comments } EXAMINERS REPORTS 
have been impatiently awaited since : . 
they unquestionably will influence — hs . ig sige + 5 A eigg pos — € — hea ¢ Rbaggece 
the Commish greatly in deciding + Nepinted nights: 250 wae Saat: Mikaee Tiina tank, tx dice ete 
whether to allow establishment of \\ ird. Granting 1 furnish prima ' vt 
several 500 kw transmitters. Pre- C lackin ard found, Company, co rebar 
viously Craven has declared super- See ieee a aor My + eer ptjagie aa 
power is technically feasible but in- T neral manager of e proposed ‘ { ) 
dicated doubt that it would be eco- “1, followthg his experience as former 1 7 
nomically wise to permit many sta- | ee en ee CE BE ReeSS Oy s 
tions to boost their strength to this ) Okay for another Arizona snetesate ae oe 
extent. | m ‘dl by Ex i ner Tyler Berr who found the Gila Broad 
Other aspects of the general alloca- | |" )"\; teach erypere ty Ae tae etl aggre Tt Fas jaasntiee 
tion question on which the report! on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, were ap- 
will have a strong bearing are break- | proved by Berry because of a need for primary service in the 
down of clear-channels and duplica- | °°" Proposed to be served. Outfit also showed sufficient 
. casas P funds to construct a $12,000 transmitter, plus the necessary 
‘igh GE Tacilitiog, Pines GL PERIONAIS | j.n4 and hulldings. Authorized capital stock was listed as 
in the industry structure, and chain | $20,000 divided into 200 shares at $100 par. L. F. Long. pres 
operation. Remains a mystery, how- | eo ee Rena eunect ig ie 100 sh -* with 48 
ever, whether he was sble fo find| °tht shares scattered among the five associates, Group wae 


enough data to back up any concrete 
recommendations on these issues. 


Keiler Dusts Off Shingle 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
Keller, former 
and secretary 





Joseph E. 
newspaperman 
over three years 
nications Commissioner Thad 
Brown, quits the government this 
week to enter private law practice. 
Joins Fayette B. Dow and Horace L. 
Lohnes, who handle a_ substantial 
radio law business. 


Keller is author of several treatises 


on communications law and is con- 


ducting graduate course in radio and | 
University. 
Successor will be Franklin C. Sales- 
bury of Cleveland, graduate of Yale 


air law at Southeaster 


and Western Reserve. 





Frisco Personals 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 


Manager Wilbur Eickelberg of 
KFRC, San Francisco, east for a 


jaunt to New 
and Detroit on biz. 


three weeks’ 


Chicago 


Sam Hearn (Schlepperman to Jack 
Benny fans) is filling a week’s en- 
theatre 
denny 

(16) 


gagement at the Roosevelt 
in Oakland. He missed the 
show from Hollywood Sundays 
as a result. 

Mikeman Tobe 
Francisco, 
used by W. P. Fulle> paint 
to record a snecial sales program 

Georse McElrath. supervising en 
gineer for NBC. New York, 
the web’s Son "rancise» offices ove 
the week-end. 

Tom Brenemen. vroduction 
for CBS in San'Franc 


0.9." 


starting next Sunday (23). 





Ohio 

for | 
to Federal Commu- | 
H. | 





York, | 


Reed of KFRC, San |} 
and George 7 lin, gabber, | 
company 


chief 
isco. exnects to 
oricinate hie Seesret Ambition’ series | 


from the Palere hotels Gold Room 


(3). Nixing of KGAR's request for a change in frequency 
ind boost in night power was proposed to the Commish by 
Examiner Seward, Does not possess enough hard cash to 
finance the changes, Seward declared, pointing out that total 
tssets amount to little over $8,000—with only $1,500 in cash— 
While cost of improvements would rnu to $4,000 Also, need 
for expanded service does not exist in the community. ex- 
aminer said. Thomas P, Littlepage and A. Rea Williams ap- 
peared on behalf of Tucsen Motor Service Company, licensee 


of KGAR, 


California: Upping of night power for KVEC, the Valley 
Electric Company, at San Luis Obispo, received the nod from 
Iixaminer Berry. Owned and operated by a woman, Christina 
M. Jacobson, transmitter has been handicapped by daytime 
limitation and has been unable to carry programs of interest 
o the community, Berry found In addition, approximately 
14,854 knob-twiddlers would be added to the KVEC audience. 


Louis G. Caldwell and Reed TT. Rollo represented the ap- 
plicant, 

Connecticut-Massachusetts: Scrabble over the 9230 ke fre- 
quency between a New Haven, Conn., transmitter and a new 
station applicant from Pittsfield, Mass.,. was temporarily de- 
cided in favor of the former 

Desire of WELI, City Broadcasting Corp., New Haven, to 
move from 900 to 930 Ke and change power from 500 watts 
days, limited, ts 250 watts nights, 500 watts days, unlimited, 


was okayed by 
engineering 
outfit 
actual 
New 
time 


Examiner Seward, despite a discrepancy in the 
testimony offered. Engineer testifying for the 
claimed New Haven was 180 miles from Pittsfield, while 
distance was &0, report pointed out. 

Station aspirant, Lawrence K, Miller. sought a day- 
assignment on the same regional frequeney with 250 
Granting of the Miller application, however, would 
produce a iangle with a new station at Troy, N. Y., recently 
favered by an examiner. Troy and Pittsfield oO 
tpart, Seward pointed while the recommended 
104 Ben S. Fisher and Charles \ 
wppeared in of WELI, while Miller 
bs Elmer W Pratt 
Florida: Hopes of W. 


Beach 


watts, 
ire miles 
out, para 
Wayland 
represented 


miles, 
behalf 


tion 1s 


was 


Wright Esch, lis 
expansion of service da 
ble examiner's report turned in by Tylet 


ensee of WME, 
hed by 


erry, 


I> for were an 
unta 
make the ne 
100 watts to 1 


muld « 


jualified to s4rs lift- 
ney 
‘rierence 
it, Mich., to 


additional 


changes 
ind change in free 


objectionable 


power from kw 
from 1420 to 1240 
t 


= ! rous 


ue 
i 
iuse int 


ransmitters, ranging from Detr 
declared Need for 
WMFEJ, 
restri¢cted 
Florida 
tenuated 


service 
though 
satly 


exist, he said, operating on its 
etrical 
sand hills 


Applicant re 


because ‘el 
are ove and 


presented 


Indicna: Applic 
ille, for a new 


Corp... Evan 
1420 ke vith 10060 


niner R. HH 


Radic 


operated on 


rastinyg 


ommended for nial by Exar 
owns all of th to in the Banl rf 
liaute tnd Evans- 
WhreA 


Lrook- 


the 
ina 


Qu tion ’ rmiutua 
VILA, Lex- 
the examiners con r 


Walker. 


mm s+ miso ¢ 


mtributed to 
’ reqjuen on it minsze tor . 
z or} New Albany, was re¢ n 
Melvin H. Datberg 


1370 to 880 ke was rey 








transmitter which operates days with 250 watts. Alsuv askéd 
unlimited operation to supplant daytime 

Siation has been twice washed out by floods and has now 
moved to the highest ground in New Albans Sustained a 
lo , 198 in advertising contracts while engaged in rescue 

k a the only means of communications out of the i 
Atiorn s appearing for WGRC were George O, Sutton, James 
! l rilit andl Ashle l Hawken, 

Louisiana Denial of the plea of William C. Smith, Army 
tel mph fo t smallie on 1310, to be located at Bogalusa, 

led roa turndown by Examiner Sewarual Plans | 
$5 a f t bank, to bolster his o 1 assets have 
no 1 | Seward found ind con ruction I he 
‘ mula , i bje nable 
lean . , ‘ , ted via ’ 
\ \I 
Viassuchusettis it i WAAT ’ AL ‘ 
l , br ‘ n ald ‘ ' an 
’ , t val ooo 
‘ ‘ " \ LA bet oe 
' ‘ iff ! a and hn 
, i Ya \ t 
! 
} 1 ’ 
\ \ \A LA loa ' ) ‘ ia 
| WNAC'S profits o $50.34 Paul 
, ‘ i ven ifor WAAI 
New York tu > to unlim i p atio ane 
lay itts to roo i sn » ’ r 
! ’ WSAY toch ter xy Chief Exam 
lis \ | 
, »! rfel to other sta ms i 1 
' sad minna tha ; _ 
t cted to cau n feren to the 
" 1 k Ia 1 ‘ t 
1 a i ‘ un i 
Is l WoOITN } 
\ " 10 i \ ) bu 
‘ Cle ‘ 21 CJ i ’ i 
1 i i 
? ‘ wr it . 
{ propo tito i aint ‘ 
i m b ween Canada ani 1 ‘ 
po *! I mwn Radio > nad 
I \\ AY ' ’ ’ i I 

North Carolina: ( i moo a da ’ m oa 
Sal ! » b ’ 1 on led \ 3 ' sin 
) I 

W Wis irlott {he nearest trar t 5) Oomile 
1 1 3} th only itisfactory l n or ad 

t ’ < x eri ruled Sta m would be 
l , Van 1 ir succes i bu ness man is 
t ' nit ant ’ >» without regard to the return on th 
n Hod H is rep ited ob ( Arles Pric | 

‘ ‘ Pa 1 for WGAR, Cleveland Was indicated 
" | ‘ ‘r Geo H Hill ifier wading through pages of 
n ' t ( " to a conclusion mat no exi ug tran 
It T pula " handicapped by the change New station 
for Mad n, W would be limited to between its 5.9 and 
7.5 millivolt ntours, Hill said, but otherwise no inte 
j ’ W ild b x ted to 1 ult from the change from 
yoo : niehts 1 lay to 1 kw niehts » kw lays 
I.ou ( hiw l Donald ¢ Beelar and Carl Geo I , 

’ i WGAR 

Oregon: Upp , KAiLM Salem 3 its \ vt 
pro i , I im r Seward SAY would ob virtual 
doubled > t 4 1 out by th Oo from 100 to 500 

Station suld also change frequenes rm TM to 
] ’ 3! t t rence to KUGER lL.o Beach Calif 
“ ld b it he eat need for ida na ’ 
and : Sal 1 area, Seward xpla i is 
mt lled b Ben S. I ind John ¢ andl Jo > W Kendall 

Texas \ i Denton undertake »oWwn and oper 
1 i alio i ’ on t) ! ‘ » fulfill n n 
xn I I i ' rka 1 ‘ , lar \ 
Sh 1 for i fia > s m to ’ ile mee LALO OK Vithe 
lv ‘ 

Sho mo sulfic it ipital for cons i ym of the ra 
: Shepard i » announced his inten im «6to al le 
irs Class telephone operator's license in mraler » «qua 
‘ a relief operator He has held an ama is) broadca 
li n sinca Lys Frank Stollenwerck appeared for Shepard 

Virginian: Urging dismissal with prejudice for the applica 
tion of Havens & Martin for the identical assignment, hx 
aminer John P. Bramhall gave the Petersburg Progress-Index 
the nod over Jobn Stewart Bryan, president of William and 
Mary College, in fight for a new local transmitter at Peter 
burg All andidates wanted franchise for a plant using 12190 
ke with 100 0 watts. 

Spanking for Havens & Martin was recommended because 
of attempted last-minute withdrawal of the application, but 
no concrete reason was given for advocating a grant to the 
local rag Decisive factor apparently was the removal to 


Riehmond of the Petersburg outlet which WPHR, 


Bryan owns, 


Bramhall noted the reason given in asking to relocate the 
former Petersburg station, which will become radio mouth 
for the Richmond News-Leader, was inability of the town 
to support a station 

So it can penetrate the tidewater section, power boost to 
50 Kw was recommended for WRVA,. Richmond, by Examiner 
Robert I. Irwin. Noted that the tobacco company station, 
Which now uses 6 kw on 1110 ke, is handicapped by poor 
reception in several spots and desires to cover the entire 
state since it is the preferred outlet for numerous govern- 
ment departments In reviewing WRVA_) operations, Lrwin 
noted the Edgeworth people have dumped $240,000 into equip 
ment since going on the air 12 years back 

California: C. Sharpe-Min Tr, Pasadena. new station to b 
Operated m 1170 41 With 250 watts Wits Santa Harbars 
Broadcasters, Ltd., Santa tarbara, involuntary transfer rf 
control of corporation from Don Lee (deceased) to Thomas 
S. Lee, R. D. Merrill, and Beatrice Norton, executors of estate 
of bon Lee, 1,400 shares common stock 


Georgia: WRI8Ts 
tion from W R 


tuthority to transfer control of corpora- 


Luttrell to J. W. Woodrulf, Sr., 590 shares 
common stock 

Louisiana: WJIBW. Charles C. Carlson, New Orleans, boost 
power from 100 watts to 1600 watts nights, 250 watts days, 
install vertical artenna and move transmitter locally, 

New York: CUS extension of authority to transmit pro- 
Srams to CEFR and CKAC and stations of the Cana lian 
Broadcasting Co.; Edward J. Dowle, Locheste; new tation 
to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days 

North Dakota: KEIM, University of North Dakota. Grand 
For! change power from 500 watis nights. 1 J days, to 
i k as ind rly KGCU, Mandan Radio Association, Ine 
Mandan, change hours of operation fram specitied hours te 
unlimited mtall vy ical tnienna and move transmitt 
locall 

Oklahoma: KVOO, Tulsa nstall new transmitter make 
cha not guested «ir tional antenna fo tight ow ‘ { 
ine > mr : trom >khw to 501 

Pennsylvania: WAN, Allentown, change power from ” 

' = J i 

Rhode Island: WEAN Yankee Network, Providen Pyvast 
nigh ’ r from 1 kw to & ky tnd change directional an 
tenna for da tnd nicht use 

Tennessee: \WSM Na vil \iension ’ cial x 
the il uth 4 ’ > operat « ta ‘ omy fue ] 
midnict to 6 a.n CST. an 650 } wy from I 1 
to Aug. 1 

Tessas: WEED ] dea is extension of ’ i xperiu rots 
iu m ’ , at multaneous! Weise hh 
ford, ¢ " nm | ruary to Aweust 

Utah: Mid troad ting Cor, Prevo ew sonal 
be «0 ited on 1370 1 1 100 watt 

Washinton KEEN KN I Ine., Seattl change fr puen 
fro 1370 ce to Pal ! t “ i rom 100 uit to 100 

’ i I wn hour f operation fror 
hea 1 KRKO, 1 t. to unlimited and chan Wit 
ner ( } aw Vi ’ Co Ine Kiverett, new tion 
to ly i 3 1 100 wa night 2a0 atts 

' 

Wiscansin: ~] 4 n I n wtcat co i 

ypera ion io) Ke h lOO ¥y $ nights, 250 sits day 


| Congress 


jnext 
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Congress Stull 
irting With 
adio Taxation 





Washington, Jan. 18 
Increasing interest on the part of 
in 


special taxes on the 
radio business was unveiled , 
week. 

Prospect that eventually 
broadeasters or listener wil . 
compelled to ante up t the ) 
nent for the privils yf cre 
enjoying radio entertainm 
trengthened when the House Ap 
priation Committee Thursda 
published a record of recent cl 


coor discussion, at which memb 


displayed varyin 


; 
> > 


thusiasm for a license fee, a wat 


tax, or a charge on receivil 


The perennial subject was br ; 
up rently when Federal Com- 
munications Commissioner T. A. M 


rec 


Craven appeared before the House 
‘roup to testify concerning the Con 
ry sion’ reauest fo1 funds {O17 » 
coming fiscal year. Quizzing ind 
cates that Representatives Richard 


Wigglesworth of Massachusetts and 


Clifton A. Woodrum of Virginia are 
particularly impressed with the pos- 
sibility of getting a slice of the 


money over ih connection 


turned 
ting 


with broadcas 


PRESS STATIONS ABOVE 
39,000 K.C. HUDDLE 


Washington, Jan. 18 
Confab between newspapers, press 
ations, and the federal c 
nications commissicn is” scheduled 
week as preliminary to promul- 
rules covering use of fre- 
above 30.000 ke ‘ntly 

earmarked for mobile press station 
Commish invited all interesicd 
publishers and news agencies to t 
Thursday (27) to 


ds »nd conditions em- 


assoc! mM te 


‘ation of 


quencies rec 


around the table 


t 
debate standar 
bodied in regulations which will 
15 set 
transmission of news where wire fa- 
cilities are not available. 


POVe 


ern the channels aside for 


Fails to Restrain KMAC 


San Antonio, Jan. 18 
Plea of F. J. Minugh of Tulsa for 
}an injunction restraining FE. Colopy, 
|Los Angeles, and W. W. McAllister, 
owner of radio station KMAC, from 


using Merchants’ Essay Contest on 
which Minugh claimed to hold a 
copyright was denied Friday (7? 


when Judge R. J. MceMillian refused 
to grant a temporary restraining 
order. 





Minugh testified that the entry 
blank in the local contest was al- 
most identical with the one he de- 
vised and copyrighted. Judge re- 


fused injunction on the grounds that 
the use of the similar scheme did 
not involve violation of Minugh’s 
copyright. 


University-Station Swap 
Indianapolis, Jan. 18. 

WIRE and Indiana University, at 
Bloomington (Ind.) are huddling on 
a deal for remoting three programs 
weekly from the campus, via long 
distance wires. A general committee, 
meeting with Acting Prexy Herman 
B. Wells, has had two meetings to 
discuss the purchase of the equip- 
ment necessary for the Bloomington 
end of the remotes, plus the prospec- 
tive talent a state-financed collese 
can call upon, and to set the time 
for the broadcasts. 

Eugene C. Pulliam, owner of 
WIRE here, has offered the free time 
to Indiana University, and will pay 
| all except the costs of equip- 
| ment to be installed and owned b 
1I,. U. on campus for three 1) 
minute programs ‘weekly. 


| WOW-WIBW Delay 

| Omaha, Jan. 13 
Hearing on case of WOW v5 

| WIBW scheduled for Marshall, Mo 

| has postpcned until Jan. 24 

Marks umpteenth delay in procecd- 

ings. 

WIBW, Topeka - station, 
charged with false arrest in contro- 
versy which arose fall when 
WOW’'s newsman attempted to pic! 
up national cornhusking finals 0: 





costs, 


its 


been 


being 


| which WIBW and associated station- 


‘laimed to have an exclusive. 
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hotographic Publications 








» — GIVES TERMS J "<<" | AFING FOLLQWED, With New Local Sponsor Possibilities 


Bernie-Walter 


? Idea is to give a pi ha 4 
T0 AA’S Se ee eae ee a F.D.R. Holds Audience Buffalo, Jan. 11 



























































Bernie can fling a - : 
eee i id F.C.C. Will Hereafter Be | Photo craze, which 
( +} sALl©e LUO comedy -4 
est is to be | Double-Tough Where Lo- According to the ¢ tive jj) “em ig 
y ; , Pe OA ~ Y f + ° B | r ) r 
Written « \ Fé prizes f “ cal Stations Seek Junior WBI S t 
f PR A rt f » sometning c ) - i I ( 
€ of | » Al ¢ f uns fic ‘ vin eye 
a tee Med te ellbetads of en ell.’ Auxiliar y—Newcomers || around e level : | 
asian mat 1 ' , ° te é nul { ‘ | i 
two major networks and the Amer- Will Be Favored Instead a ae ae ei a nee y: a ' « 
| ican Assn. of Adve s Agencies. eevpaies — ’ grits pn . : 
al . \ = didilaniniiil rat ru ”) evening regular sponsored 
After the agency and_ network wise Eee : el er 
exe h ive } | a to con- ° -— id F D R h hw ite! ! ir} n | Buffalo Ph to Materiais, ha bullit 
cide! the vario proposals the ACTORS UNION SET FEAR MONOPOLY listener attention for anv single | up membership of 600, believed to 
sid th é is proposals, ne | te 5 waa rr : Scat an. te 4} 
rens of the various Zroups are ex- | et a a a i » lig” ne Tpeicagitone wegen 
i i "al | y ; ay ] 4 
pected to huddle again to try anda Wa 11.8 . = rid. Members not only do lei! 
reach an reeme! , Washington, Jan. 18 listening, but also get togeth ue 
4 ‘ < A A a ~4 Y 
. : . | St. I 3 — er crete mov to 1 1 in-person session in clubro 
, ‘ , , no) place inst I ve to pre , 
; oe St. Louis unit . rel of radio monopo-| LUXES UNDER THOSE @ month. Show giv : 
' ; NO} 
awe A kesmen outlining. their | Federation of R \ e Federal C ' . pam ere PENI PENODS, Ges 
ye ‘ ’ , . . . . , a ee 4 " i man Lovett doe tne piel 
ideas verbally to reps of NBC, CBS| organized here and state t 80 Commission Fridé (14) announced HILLBILLY OVERALLS! or 
and the agency group 30th net-| of approximately 200 e! le ve }it will administe1 tiff examination . similar type airing L t S 
works ind the AAAA committees |, ty | ae to present licensees seeking addi- . Candid Camera Club, ponsorea on 
; ; a eet been admitted to membership ; , . Sunday pg ; ? ang , t 
q were interviewed epal itelyv. Last . nitted Dp. F tional facilities and et a precedent St. Paul, Jan. 18 Sunday nights by Langtry Photo 
F , ++ . f marc } } — can aa } 4 TOM | ‘} Sel e 
week ession were informal in| &©c¥ of officers, 1 last wee by denying application of WSMB Chicago manufacturing company had setae 
c) cter. Having outlined their po-| named Don Phillips, KMOX, e Inc ew Orleans, for a second trans-| in line for an air program \ hold- 
s n and submitted written sum-] dent: Allan C +} FUT IZ mitter in the Louisiana metropolitan | ing an executive huddle in Min- 
1m-| dent: Allan C. Anth KWK Ve aye i een Move Tommy D 
narie ‘ their propos: , _s ’ denen Ye | ICC orse 
maries of their proposa the AFRA| Dave Ward, KSD, t ire an — neapol last week. WCCO had a y y 
“eps now expect to huddle wit! } 7 4 . I i Oo hich as ¢ "Ee ] ] : se au ul | THT; } 
rep now expe » huddle with th Nellie Booth. secreta1 Executive je dec n, which wa announced I billy act set for audition, bu Brown & Williamson tobacco is 
employer committees to negotiate} Board. in addition to the officers by Chairman Frank R. McNinch and} since visiting firemen couldn’t také| moving Tommy Dorsey from his Fri- 
he various it ( tin: ; ,, | dese ‘ f great gnific » | time it ! heir , yl ds : IBC-b] 
ae ee ae Vo meetings are | composed of Roger Bacon, WIL; Dick | @ ed as of great significance,| time out from their meeting to/ day evening spot on the NBC-blue 
Gennitely sé Nil =probad Pavey, KSD; Alex Bu WEW; | “ down the principal that, becau the udio, the mountain went to! to the 8:30-9 p.m. period on the 
ta e place info ’ er ft Harry Cool, KMOX: Allan Dale. the limited number of frequencies Mohammed. NBC-red,. effective Feb. 4. 
Week. |KWK; Warren ‘han a WTMy | #vailable, a convincing demonstra- Studio costumed the act, sent it B i 1 tust bef 4] 
I : arrel han n, MV | eae | and will come ju vefore the 
~~ - and Herm: Waldman oe aaa | tion of public need must be made by | over to the meeting and put on the! wow aq ig 
ana Herman Waidman, an actor, oo - ‘tan . : a eg pole Fred Allen program but will have 
; candidates for assignments. how between speeches. Several mu-]| yp : on 
Batten on Bank Board A charter has been granted the W , . pe Eddie Cantor (Texaco) as opposition. 
vier gr ' . F iy vs hile the general implications} sicians who had to go on later to : 
ils ig 3 cal unit by the national headquar- | y,¢; ber Pied —— 
” . 2 liladelphia, . an. a ; . N | an . a a , ere merely hinted in the decision, | othe engagements wore their hill- 
arry A, satten, prez of N J,; te in NeW OrkK ana niliips the , ere . 1 a , ty ie | . 
Re a 2a ge gge Biee PS orn | me, reasons cited for degying the | | cutfits over dinner clothes. | Reisers Form Dance Combo 
Aver ; vas vo ‘ C nt out % 1estionnaire t i TS : { 
| Ayer agen¢ y, wa og ne a director qu ioe Be be) ae ae WSMB request signified clearly that - | Al 1] I 
of the First National Bank of Philly members on which will be ba ed an | henceforth any license holder will s WRKY Organi Ore g 1 wares e Reiser, vet radio two 
| ~~ 4 ahr ; g ss rganizes Orchestra 1 ate 
last Tuesday (11). Similar positions} adjustment of working conditions| tg bat with two strikes on him when Oklal Cit j 18 piano team, are forming an orch, 
‘ ( at wit LW ces W - Klahoma ¥. gan. 5. | x47 
were held by two previous presi- | and security of employment in this} ever he seeks t xpand his facilitie A })- ‘] ng | Will augment themselves at the 
. ‘ 5 j vale : ever ne see! o expand his facilitic Allan Clark, production manager 
dents of the agency. F. Wayland/|territory. Jurisdiction of the local 1] . oy Pe +} e ier es ivories with ten musikers 
ely . . g ; es. os I 1s oOWn community. On the other for WKY. vetting tovether a studio % 
Ayer and Wilfrid W. Frv. unit, besides St. Louis proper in-| hand, newcomers will have a mate-| orchestra for the station | NBC will give the band a sustain- 
+ f " 1¢ ana ‘lidec 4 + ~+ : 1] va ‘nA. } 4 1 rae : : — no 1 T 
Mi vena joined nye n 1911 and clude East St. Louis, Il d Ci il ae ntage, although they, too, Doc Dav mn charge of musi ng buildup. Unit will be managed 
ecame prez in 1936. lumbia, Mo, ( ' ued on page 59) nstructior to the ote by CRA, subsid of the network. 
| 
—_ ” 
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of land completely blanketed by 
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Bickford. Crasading Shepardite, 


Demands Right 


Condition in 


Leland C. Bickford, editor-in- chief 


of th Ya »-Colonial etwork 
News Services, was asia be- 
fore the Joint Rules astra sie ittee Ol 
the Massachusetts Legislature 


Thursday (13) and after san Salina and | 


1 
prove ni char 


+ 
3oston, Jan. 18. | 
| 
i 
| 


that members of the koe islature 
suld be bought ‘from $100 down to 
* . } 

» pound of tea,’ unless he were given 


mons. 


the right to sum | 
Hearing was continued to Friday, ! 
and the deta 
| 

; 


toi r 
sickford 


when both 

Rules Committee refused to give in 
to each other. Martin Hays, forme! 

Republican leader of the House, was 

present on Friday after Bickford, on | 


Thursday, named him as the inter-| 
mediary of handling money from 


in connection 
Revere. 


gangsters to legislators 
with the dog track at 


Bickford and Hays, within arm’ 
reach of each other, tossed vicious 
words back and forth. Hays wa: 


present to defend charges hurled at 
him by Bickford. President Samuel 
H. Wragg, chairman of the commit- | 
tee, settled the Bickford-Hayes feud } 
that Hays could not ad-| 
dress the committee at the time. 
Second day of the hearing closed 
in a deadlock, when Bickford refused 
to divulge names even in executive | 
session unless absolutely assured that | 
the names would not be made pub- 
lic 
Bickford became involved in more | 
trouble when after the hearing, he | 
socked Rep. Edward P. Bacigalupo of | 
the North End, after it is reputed the | 
legislator called him names. Baci- | 
galupo lost a gold tooth and blood 
flowed freely from his mouth, as a 
result of the heavy Bickford punch. | 
Shortly afterward, Bacigalupo filed 
an order with the Clerk of the House | 
calling for an investigation of an al-| 
leged tie-up between the Yankee- 
Colonial Networks stations, the horse | 


by ruling 


| 


} business In 


| with the 


to Summons As 
Proving Charges 





Cleaner-Uppers 


Boston Jan 18. 


Head table guests at the Sec- 
ond Radio Conference of the 
Massachusetts State “Feder: ation 
of Wot n Clubs held at the 
Hotel Statler last Monday in- 
cluded guests of honor, Major 
Smedley D. Butler; Mayor Mau- 
rice J. Tobin, Boston; and Le- 
lance C. Bickford, editor-in-chief 
of the Yankee-Colonial Net- 
works News Services. 

When Bickford arose, he took 


advantage of the circumstances 
and commented ‘That never 
have I had the privilege of be- 
place 
cleaners. Major 
itler is the one who 


ing associated at the same 
with two other 


Gene! i] Bu 


cleaned up Philadelphia. Mayor 
Tobin is cleaning up the City of 
soston, and I intend to clean 
up the Commonwealth of Mas- 


sachusetts.’ 











upon questioning by Speaker Horace 
Cahill of the Senate, that the Yankee 
Network had the bulk of horse racing | 
its stations, 


Bacigalupo’s order would have a 
committee made up of two Senators 


and five Representatives investigate | 
the Colonial Network News Service, 
radio station WAAB, and the She- | 


pard Broadcasting Service, Inc., the 
Eastern Racing Association, Inc., the 
New England Anti-Gambling Asso- 
ciation, and ‘the private banking and 
checking accounts of William Turtle,’ } 
Hub barrister, for the purpose of as- | 





certaining the financial interrelations | grano, 


between these interests, 
anent legislative matters. 


particularly 


Bacigalupo order is primed to show 
that horse racing interests 
anti-gambling outfit are 
radio outlay to smash dog 


racing in Massachusetts, while allow- 


j 


racing interests and the New Eng-| ing the fillies to continue. 

land Anti-Gambling Association, Eastern Racing Association, Inc., 

tagged by Bacigalupo as,‘the most) are operators of the horse racing | 

gigantic conspiracy to influence leg- | track at East Boston and Revere. | 

islation by propaganda ever under- | New England Anti-Gambling Asees I 

taken in the Commonwealth.’ | ciation recently sponsored two ref- 
Day before, Bickford admitted,/ erendum petitions, one to repeal both 
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the ponies and canine racing in the 
Commonwealth, and the other just 
for the repeal of dog racing. 

Rules Committee is at an admitted 
quandary over its next step. Com- 
mittee took time out over the week- 
end studying the case. It is likely it 
will consider action by some other 
tribunal. A consideration was to ask 
the Supreme Court to compel Bick- 
ford to furnish names of bribed leg- 
islators, as Bickford alleges. A coupla 
other ideas included legislation di- 
recting three judges to conduct a 
hearing a la inquest, or appointment 
of a special committee a la Seabury. 
Current conditic 1s interpreted as a 
juicy state-wide scandal. 

It is further interpreted that Bick- 
ford’s refusal to divulge information 
is enough cause to bring him before 
the House or Senate bar for con- 
tempt. 

According to legal authority, ‘a 
witness before a legislative commit- 
tee, testifying under oath, is permit- 
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| 


9 | their testimony.’ 





| 


! 
' owns a horse racing stable 


clation 


| W. Phelan, 


| 

Judge considered that the evi- | 

; dence of the photographs, added to | 
was con- 


and the | that of various witnesses, 
: 


ok | clusive 
combining | clusive, 


! position of the 
| 





ted to refuse answers only on the 
ground that self-incrimination would 
be the result if he did. Accordingly, 
the situation does not present itseli 
at this particula. hearing, since wit- 
nesses testifying are immune from 
arrest or civil process, except for 
perjury committed in the giving of 





Representative Bacigalupo gave 
this statement to the press following 
his order filing: 

‘Everyone knows that a prominent 
official in a radio station involved 
and that 
station is a} 
Massachu- | 
show the 

that the 

station 1 


the head of the radio 
stockholder in a leading 
etts horse track I 
committee how to 
radio commentator of this 


can 
prove 


in frequent conference with a horse 
racing baron. I can furthe 
that the same horse racing baron ha: 
cts with the head of the 
Anti-Gambling Asso- | 


show 


close conta 
New England 


Bacigalupo has reference to Chas. 
WNAC commercial man- 
ager, as the radio official who owns 
a racing stable. And to John She- 
pard, 3d, who has interesis in a Mas 


} sachusetts race horse track 


NOVARRO’S SCROLL 
ECHOES IN B. A. COURT 


'in direct 


| telegrams, 
This also explained that no other 
| mailing 


an ———$— > — —— 


~ Inside Stuff—Radio 


Disapproval of one of the reform measures launched by Chairman Frank 
R. McNinch in hope of curbing political meddling in Federal Communica- 
tions Commission affairs was voiced in Congress last week. 

Complaint about extravagance occasioned in sending periodical sum- 
mary of commish business came from Rep. Robert Luce of Massachusetts 
and was echoed faintly by Rep. Clifton A. Woodrum of Virginia, chairman 
of the Independent Offices Appropriation Subcommittee. Both doubted 
the value of the bulky round-up which MecNinch is having sent out to all 
lawmakers and hordes of state officials. 

Displaying the novel report, which is designed to end attempts to get 








inside info, Luce told the House he had sufficient curiosity to count the 
pages and find it comprised 130 mimeographed sheets. Added ‘If they 
were sent to every senator and representative, there were used 69.020 
pages of perfectly good paper for perfectly useless matter. If any man 


here went through these 
in them at all, I shall be surprised.’ 


sheets and will rise and say he found any profit 


Neophyte comedy writers for radio this week were 


about ‘The Humor Syndicate,’ 


checking to learn 
with headquarters listed as in Times 
and its purpose in broadcast writing field. Syndicate by means 
raphed letters signatured by Jack Houston sought persons listed 
ories and others who previously had participated in amateur gag 
contests as contributors. 

Pertinent aspect contained in business-seeking 
fee, payable with first group of material, 
special delivery and air mail stamps, personal file, etc.’ 
charges would be made since 
expenses will be deducted from commissions paid you.’ 


more 
Puilding, 
of mimeog 


letter was $2 
purportedly to cover 


entrance 
‘phone calls, 
your 


“future 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert interposed a strong objection last week to 
the burlesquing of one of its serials, ‘Just Plain Bill,’ by the Ben Bernie 
| troupe on the U. S. Tire stanza. Agency sought to have the entire sketch 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 12. 

Jaime Yankelevich, owne! of 
LR3, Radio Belgrano, was 
by Judge Quesada to pay 800 pesos 
to the man who made the design for 
the inscription on a_ parchment 
which was presented by that station 
to Ramon Novarro, when this actor 
made a p.a. in B.A. Claimant, Elias 
Watad, declared that he had been 
instructed to prepare the parchment, 
and promised 2,500 pesos for his 
work, but Yankelevich denied that 
he had given any such orders, 

Evidence advanced by Watad 
included photographs of the parch- 
ment, which expressly declared that 
it was a present from Radio Bel- 
and of the ceremony of. its | 
presentation to Ramon Novarro. 


ordered 


and in fixing the amount to 
be paid he took into consideration 
the nature of the homage, the re- | 
nown of the recipient, and the 
broadcaster. 


Kellogg’: s Boston Buy 


Boston, Jan. 18. 

Kellogg has signatured Fred Hoey 
to spiel its baseball sponsorship of 
the Boston National (Boston Bees) 
and American (Red Sox) League 
games for the 1938 season. Colonial 
Network, with origination at WAAB, 
Boston, will feed 14 stations; WSAR, 
Fall River; WFEA,. Manchester; 
WLLH, Lowell: WRDO, Augusta; 
WEAN, Providence: WICC, Bridge- 
port-New Haven; WNLC, New Lon- 
don; WSPR, _ Springfield, Mass.; 
WNBH, New Bedford: WBRY, Wa- 
terbury; WLBZ, Bangor; WLNH, La- 
conia; and WTHT, Hartford. 

Wheaties was last year’s sponsor. 
N. W. Ayer & Son, Boston, with Don | 
Gardner, account executive, looking 
for another sponsor to split the nut 
with aeaaiines on an alternate basis. 


Hearst Waxing o on Coast 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

In line with Hearst radio expan- | 
sion as it affects the Coast will be 
the installation of a_ transscription 
department at KEHE. Howard 








| 


Esary, program director, takes | 
charge of the new setup, which has | 
been tagged _ International Radio | 
Productions. 

Al Poska, chief announcer. moves 


into Esary’s spot. 


New Talent +e Buffalo 


Buffalo, Jan. 18. 


New faces in local broadcasting 


| studios include those of: 


Allen Werner, former WLW teno: 
Hal Smith, baritone, formerly of 
WIBX, Utica, both at WGR-WKBW 


Latter following his old boss, Phil 
Ross, at WIBX, now night manager 
here. 

John Lohman, New York autho 


has joined WBEN as scriptist to spe- 
cialize in the educational department 
under Ben H. Darrow. Now writing 
a once-weekly feature, ‘Dramas of 
Daily Living.’ 

Peter Krug, former chief an 
nouncer of WSYR. Syracuse, joins 
the WEBR staff to replace Bob 
Mahaney who's going to WIBX. | 
Utica. Leo Egan also joins WEBR/} 
as part-time  spieler. Egan will! 


double as an actor on WBEN. i 


| tone down the lines. 


| best radio column in Eastern United States. 


but Columbia, which carries 
inducing Campbell-Ewald, 
Bernie takeoff was tagged 


eliminated, 
situation by 


both programs, compromised the 
which handles the tire account. to 
‘Just Plain Ben.’ 

Dr. Walter Damrosch has been conducting the NBC Music Appreciation 
Hour on the red and blue webs but leaving the reading of his 
to Announcer Gene Hamilton, veteran batoner being ordered by his phy- 
sicilan to remain silent for three weeks to recuperate from a bad cold. 
Damrosch, at the halfway point on Jan. 14 broadcast, expressed the hope 
his voice would be all] right for the next Hour. 


comments 


James Flanter is supplying his merchandising clients among 
with a series of made-to-fit-particular-industries’ promo- 
tional material, Believed to be first instance of equipping broadcasters 
with retail sales ammunition to coax in local laundries, hamburger stands, 
barber shops, etc. 


Adrian 
radio stations 


Warwick & Legle radi 
fighter. Leather- 
Pierce met 


Rusty Pierce, p.a. for Cecil, 
is handling praise pap on the side for a 
Nova, Pacific coast heavyweight champ. 
the boxer was intercollegiate ring king. 


r agency programs, 
pusher is Lou 


Nova in school when 


‘Log’ WSPR, Springfield, Mass., announces a 1937 award for the 


Leo Miller’s “Taking the Air,’ 


In its 


of Bridgeport Herald, gets it. 
Lister Hill of Alabama is a brother of 
of the Iowa Broadcasting system stations, 


elected U. S. Senator 
Hill, general manager 


Newly 
Luther L. 


| Des Moines. 


merchan- 
McClinton heads 


C. Halstead Cottington has been named director of radio plans, 
dising and station time by N. W. Ayer & Son. H. L. 
up the agency's radio production department, 


Tommy Riggs, who came to prominence via the Rudy Vallee session 
on NBC, will do two films for Universal. First is ‘Shannons of Broadway,’ 
with Alice Brady and Charles Winninger. 
Margaret McBride (Martha Deane) 
air-mentions. 


Mary 
from anybody she now 
sible suits. 


has to get written release 
Part of agency caution against pos- 





| instrumental group, 


| cern. 


| of the 


| fr BalGomove, its 


Well, It Could Happen 


St. Paul, Jan, 18. 
Alex Studer, arranger for 
Knights of Note, singing- 
finished airing 
his first show of a series for a coal 
company sponsor, the’ telephone 
tinkled. Call was from the Knight’s] . 


last year’s sponsor, a rival coal con- ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 





When 
KSTP’s 





‘It’s one 
best shows I’ve heard. More 
power to you fellows.’ 


Congratulated the caller: 





EDWARD PETRY & CO. 

















KGLO 
WEEK 


January 17th to 23rd inclusive 








America’s Fastest Growing Station is one year old— 

Get detailed story of Results and Coverage from a Rep- | 

resentative of Weed & Co., or write F. C. Eighmey, 
Manager, KGLO. 


| KGLO, Mason City, CBS Outlet 





























oe 
oa 

















Cr 

















o 














ia 





Sf 











iriahe ge cena e aAA 


Wednesday, January 19, 1938 





= 








VARIETY 




















HEINZ MAG 
LU dee the 

















AZINE OF THE AIR 


(a 
SVlustcal a= 


trecliou C 





ealucing 
if 





Tm 


YY 





CHANNING POLLACK . Playwright & Philosopher 
MORTON BOWE . . « Popular Tenor 
THE HEINZ ORCHESTRA and CHORUS 


Allé 


GUEST STARS 
A, 
nt 
EVERY SUNDAY 5.00 to 5:30 P. M. Eastern Time 
OVER THE COLUMBIA NETWORK 
FROM COAST TO COAST 





MARK WARNOW Ca 
¢ Ilanaged Ceclusively hy , si a8 i tees 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS, INC. 
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| RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 





Outstanding Stunts 





PHIL BAKER BEETLE 
HUNT. 
YOUNG & RUBICAM. 








‘Get Off the Air’ 
Phil Baker’s program for 
is taking adva of 
off-stage voice, Beetle 
one ries 
‘Beet Hunts.’ 
off the air’ catchphr 
exploited f¢ years, 
srams of other comedi 
his announced intention 
conduct a 
all a 1dio 
Beetle 
Young 
including 
Ch: 
Ryan's 
B v les’ 


operate. 


Stunt 

Gulf 
ntage 
(Ward 
to ©& *t a se 
called 


get 


son, 
Visits 
whose 
has been 
Visit pro 
of 


€ 


le 
yr 


part 


comedians.’ 
stunt is to 
& Rubicam funnymen 
Fred Allen, 
Butterworth. Ruthrauff 
Al Jolson and Benton 
Jack Haley 


arles 


Painless Premiere 
Kansas City 
it he calls a ‘painless p 
miere’ Don Davis introduced WI 
listeners to the new Capt. W. 
(Bill) Moore platter series, ‘Ang 
in Blue’. It was a 


Davis’ 


With wh: 


Oil 


its long-time 
Wil- 
of progr: 
Beetle 
ase 
will 
ans 2s 


im 


aS 


to 


‘one man campaign against 


heckle other 
first, 
Jack Benny, 


& 
& 


may also co- 


re- 


IB 
G. 
els 


one-shot effort 





ARTISTS 


MANAGEMENT 


resents 


PAUL 
WHITEMAN 


ON 


Chesterfield 


CBS Network 
8:30-9:00 P.M., 





Fridays, EST 





BOB LAWRENCE 

JIMMY BRIERLY 

MARION MANNERS 
JEANE ELLIS 


With Paul Whiteman at 
the Cocoanut Grove, Los 
Angeles. 
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STAN 
OMAX 


SPORTS 
WOR—7 P. M. 
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reaction before of- 
to prospective 


istener 
the package 


to get 
fering 
sponsors 
The 
hoo build-up that 
pulse all the way. Started with a 
series of teaser ads in a daily paper, 
used lots of space on these and built 
hem to the blow-off of a page ad- 
ement. Davis even went lit- 
erary and wrote a- rt short- 
story’ ¢ on Moore's 
Show M nluse 
WHB. Ajirline hostesses were 
viewed via the sti iti on. A 
contest with $100 in prize 
also went into the melange 
extensively used. 


‘premi iere’ got a local bally- 
had fever in its 


d 1ily over 
inter- 
letter 

money 

Mailing 


as 


lists were 


KGLO’s Milestone Party 


Mason City, lowa. 
KGLO plugged first anniversary 
on air Jan. 17-22, with Mayor Leo 
Davey issuing proclamation of 


KGLO Week to lead off the gag fest. 
Ace show of celebration, entitled, 
‘The First Year,’ depicted outstand- 
ing events on KGLO, in 1937, in- 
cluding affiliation with CBS, power 
boost, talks by F. D. R., football 
games, World series, etc. 

Another gag was uing of but- 
tons with ‘KGLO WEEK’ imprinted 
upon them, distributed throughout 
the indusiry, and locally. 
new pack set was introduced to lis- 
teners in special airings with one 
featuring ‘Wandering Reporter’ who 
treks about the biz section, chatting 
with the local merchants. Pack 
aiso used in dressing-room 
casts following local basketball 
games. 


ISS 


4 
Set 


WEW's Breezy Piece 
St. Louis. 

WEW breezily retales what has 
happened to the station since it went 
commercial a few months ago in 
novel promotional piece Blurb 
matter is printed on flimsy paper, 
with each sheet carrying the nota- 
tion, ‘Tear off this page and throw 
it away.’ Placed in the center 


z 
| 





i the 


| ual 
I 


0 it | Commish 
Station’s | 


| 
| 
| 


; any attention this 


broad- | j 





| Washington Buzz | 


2 el” eee se cae 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
Unlikely that Congress will pay 
term to the Al- 
cohol Administration’s recommenda- 
tion for an absolute ban on all liquor. 


beer, and wine advertising via radio. | 


House Ways & Means 
which has jurisdiction 
legislation, 
other 


Committee, 
over booze 
is so weighted down with 
chores that members 





indicate | 


it will be impossible to think about | 


such matters for weeks. As 
tax bill, on which 
opened Saturday (15), is of 
way, members turn to amendments 
to the Social Security Act, which will 


require considerg 


soon as 


out 


able time 


hearings | 
the | 


Complaints about some of the fact- 


info which the FCC gave the 
{ouse Appropriations Committee re- 
cently are mounting. 

Inaccuracies ,in the table of prices 
paid for controlling stock or licenses 
were charged in legal circles last 
week. One attorney was especially 
puzzled when he discovered discrep- 
ancies between figures carried in the 
Commish tables and the amounts 
which are commonly reported to 
have changed hands. Typical the 
statement that Eugene 
Pulliam paid $100,000 for WIRE, In- 
dianapolis; general understanding is 
the tag was in the vicinity of $300,090. 

Feuding has broken out once moire 
in the Federal Communications Com- 
mission,. Recently, several members 
have complained to friends privately 
about the action of colleagues, while 
variety of squawks have been di- 
rected at Chairman Frank R. Mce- 
Ninch. Prolonged delay in tackling 
some of the outstanding policy prob- 
lems—such as those Pan-American 
frequencies, super-power, sales, and | 


1S 


| television regulations—is irksome to 


of the | 


flimsy folio is a manilla file contain- | 


ing info about WEW to rates, 
power, coverage, etc. 
asked to retain this 
mailings from WEW. 

Blurb copy relates the amount of |! 
business the station took on in 12 
weeks, what it found out at its} 
listener popularity, how 
about plugging entry 


as 
Re 


file for 


it 
into 


++ 
ILS 


cipients are | 
future | 


some boardites. President Roosevelt 
may be cornpelled to bang some 
heads together, 





Failure of Chairman MecNinch to 


appear before the House Appropria- 


| 


went | 
the | 


commercial field and the mail it drew | 


for certain mentioned accounts. 
Good Mail-Puller 
New York City. 

‘Yes’ and ‘No’ programs, inviting 
listeners to answer in this manner 
to a list of propounded questions, is 
attracting nearly as much fan mail 
as *‘Make-Believe Ballroom’ ai 


WNEW, N. Y. Broadcast goes on at 


12:45 p.m., Monday throuch Friday. 
Besides answering list of 19 inter- 
rogations, listener must submit a 


20th question for use on future pro- 
grams, 

Prizes are radio broadcast and the- 
atre tickéts. William McGrath, pro- 
duction chief, handles show. Typical 
questions asked for ‘yes or no’ an- 
swer include: ‘A hawk is a bird,’ 
‘Aloha means ‘hello’ and ‘farewell’ in 
Hawaiian,’ ‘Yellow is color of mourn- 
ing in Egypt.’ and ‘Canada 
than U. S. and Alaska combined.’ 





Daily Press Agent Memo 
New York City. 

Mutual publicity coordination de- 
partment in New York is utilizing 
part of the time allotted daily to air- 
ing program corrections to sending 
affiliated stations spot-news 
licity. Daily at 4 p.m. the. wire 
used to send stations along the line 
next day’s schedule. 


is larger 


| tions Committee in defense of appro- 


priation requests for next year has 
aroused critical comment around the 


Capitol. Charge is whispered that 
the broomwielder can’t take it and | 
| was afraid he would be_ tossed 





pub- | 


is | 


Margaret Ken- | 


nedy gets part of this period to chat- | 








| V 
ter off spot stuff prepared by Lester 
G Stage and Screen Gottlieb, which is addressed to the 
deeseih a Pirsetion , p.a.’s of all the stations. 
entral Booking Office, Ine. News thus sent along comprises 
; U 54 W. Randolph St., Chicago A chiefly of bookings of guests on 
bai various programs, plus any other 
Cad neat Or RADIO fodder which may go stale if en- 
520 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago veloped through the mails—Mutual’s 
regular system. 
By JANE WEST 
if NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
i 
; FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
[AUGHTER EARS ano H{EART-THROBS 
q 
vi Presented by Ivory Soap « 99 “*/100 °/o pure 
QISTEN TWICE DAILy | 
iil pmate NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST | 


Dir.. 


MGT., 


es CBS - WABC— 
1N.. 


2:15 to 2:30 P.M. EST 


COAST TO COAST 


COMPTON ADVERTISING 
ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


AGENCY 





| of this yarn. 


around, 
was asked to attend on two occasions 
but each time was ill. 





Commander T. A. M. Craven, the 
other recruit on the FCC panel, is 
on another unpleasant spot. Asked 
by Congressman Richard B. Wiggles- 
worth to supply data on Westing- 
house-NBC leases, he is held respon- 
sible for a written statement that 
Commish files ‘do not reveal any 
leases having been entered into be- 
tween these parties with respect to 
any stations.’ 





Hamaker’s WKY Promotion 
Oklahoma City, Jan. 18, 


George M. Hamaker, WKY, has 
been promoted from assistant to 
chief continuity director. E. C. Sut+ 


ton, who formerly heli the position, 

has resigned because of illness. 
Hamaker came to WKY from 

WIBW, Topeka, Kans., in 1936, 


| director 


Reported that the Chairman | 
| city 


} aso anu 


| KDKA dramatic staff. 





{ 


| division of the Hearst radio chain 


The Propaganda Begins 


St. St. Paul, Jan. 18. 
KSTP’s Sunday round-table al- 
most went by the board last week 
because the Chinese wouldn’t talk. 


Thomas Dunning Rishworth, co- 
director of the forum with Val 
Biornson, s:tation’s editorial com- 
mentator, thought a discussion of 


Japanese and Chinese reactions to 
the current Far East crisis should be 
interesting. First Jap student at the 
University of Minnesota who was in- 





vited to participate, agreed with 
alacrity. Then Tom ran into worry. 

Chinese students nixed spieling. | 
Their argument was: ‘We have rela- | 
tives in China from whom we} 
haven't heard in months. Maybe 
they've been killed by Japanese. We 


go into the same room with 
a son of Nippon and keep our heads.’ 

tishworth finally got a University 
farm school prof to take the side of 
Cathay. 


Watters Heads WCPO 


couldn't 











Cincinnati, Jan. 18. 

Mortimer C. Watters, former di- 
rector of John A. Kennedy’s Wesi 
Virginia network of three stations, 
became general manager of WCPO 
last week. He succeeds William A. 
Kirkendale. who becomes advertis- 
ing manager of WMPS, Memphis. | 


Kirkendale was acting manager 
production director of WC 
past nine months, 
Watters is moving his 
from Charleston, W. Va 


and 
‘PO for the 


family here 





KWNO Starts Operating 


St. Paul, Jan. 18. 

KWNO, newest radio station in | 
Minnesota, made its debut Sunday 
(16), airing out of Winona. Operates 


frequency of 1,200 kilocycles, 
with power of 250 watts. 

M. H. Whiite and his son-in-law, 
H. R. Wiecking, both kingpins in the 
Winona Republican - Herald, are 
principal stockholders. A. E. Mickel 
is station manager. 


ona 


Churchon Back to Frisco 


PLUG KENDRICK WITH 
W. VIRGINIA WEB 


Charleston, W. Va., Jan. 18. 

D. E. ‘Plug’ Kendrick has joineq 
J. A. Kennedy's organization, tak. 
ing the title of managing director of 
WCHS, Charleston, and also of the 
West Virginia Network. Tag ig 
newly created. Kennedy is prez and 
gen. mgr. of the West Virginia set. 
up. 

Executive 





staff at WCHS remaing 


otherwise as it was; namely, EF B. 
Ferguson, local commercial mer: 
Nieholas Pagliara, program director. 
and Odes E. Robinson, technica] die 
rector and chief engineer. 
Gimbel Partying His Staff 
Philadelphia, Jan. 18, 

Ben Gimbel, WIP prez, will toss 
annual dinner party for station’s en- 
tire staff at Ritz-Carlton Hotel on 
Saturday, Feb. 5. 


Shindig idea to build up morale 
and promote good cheer was 
gurated at Penn A. C. last year. 

Allan Parks, brother of Bert Parks, 
ex-Atlantan now with CBS in N. Y., 
will join annouacing staff at WATL 
shortly. Bill Schell has been added 
to station’s commercial department. 


inau- 








WENDELL 
HALL 


—Radio Results— 

EVEREADY BATTERIES 
WRIGLEY GUM 
MAJESTIC RADIOS 
SHEL, OIL 
FITCH SHAMPOO 
GILLETTE RAZORS 

Address: 


4351 N. Paulina St., Chicago 














Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 
Churchon, former program | 
of Hearst station in San 
Francisco, is returning to the coast | 
this week to become head of | 
WPA radio activities there. Notice | 
of his appointment came a few days | 
he’s leaving to take up his | 
new duties immediately. 

Since shakeup in Hearst organi- 
zation, which ousted Churchon a 
couple of months ago, he’s been in 
Pittsburgh, where he did radio work 
for 10 years as a member of the 


Leon 





Neal Barrett's Title 
Oklahoma City, Jan, 18. 
Headquarters for the southwestern 


will be kept in Oklahoma City, Neal 
Barrett, newly appointed vice-presi- 
dent of Hearst Radio, Inc. an- 
nounced. 

Barrett was notified last week of 
his advancement to vice-president of 
the company upon the promotion of 








Radio Daffodils 





Elliot Roosevelt. 








Philadelphia—WDAS has been forced to call off ‘Man on the Street’ 
broadcasts from in front of its building because of pickets sandwiching a 


shoe store on the ground floor. 
Pickets kept getting in way 
shout their grievances. 


Chicago—Oxydol plugs 


Pittsburgh—Echoing the Kate Smith-Vaughan de Leath quibble over 
it looks like Darrel V. Martin may 
He’s sponsored on WWSW as 


the billing ‘First Lady of Radio 
something. 


Oklahoma City Roger King, 
in front of the microphone. 


the culprit or even let him say 


Waterloo, Ia. — A modern 
letter to WMT, Waterioo, Iowa: 
cost of announcements over 
event in our family 


your 


of the mike to blast the 


| that it makes clothes four shades whiter. Rinso 
broadcasts that it makes clothes not four shades white: 


KOMA Vox popper, 
progress on sidewalk when policemen, 
Police refused to allow 
‘hello, 


infanticipating 
‘IT am 
station 
soon and would like to announce it by 


store owner and 


, but hospital white. 


DON 


ROSS 


THE RHYMING MINSTREL 
EVERY MONDAY 
WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 

WOR 
12-12:15 P.M. 
FOR 


BOSCO 





EST 








RUTH 
CARHART 


Contralto 


“SONGTIME” 
Tuesdays, 6:45-7 P.M. 
Wed., Fri., 10:45-11 A.M. 











Mon., 





‘VARIETY’ says— 
.«. a beautiful voice” 














start | 
‘America’s first radio editor.’ | 


had program in 
nabbed him right 
station to interview 


chasing a thief, 


WILLIAM 
WIRGES 


Conductor—Arranger 
. 
Willys Radio Program 


521 Fifth Avenue 
Murray Hill 6-2370 














mom,’ 
father sent the following 
writing to inquire concerning the | 


as we are expecting a blessed | 


radio!’ | 


Holly wood—Engineering department at KNX vouchsafes the authenticity 


they would not be responsible 


During first half of Joe Penner’s broadcast last Sunday (9) 
phone company complained that unless audience laughs were toned down 
if transmitters were thrown 


off the air. 


Gag writers Don Prindle, Latham Ovens and Syd Cornell said they weren't 


at all surprised. 


——_. } 


New York City—Press agent Joe Glaston is stirring a publicity stunt | 
for Vincent Lopez involving changing the melody of the American national | 
anthem. 


THE SMOOTHIES 
BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Second Year for Tums 
WLW NBC Red, 
97:15 P.M., E.S.T. 


and Coast-to-Coast 


Tues.-Thurs., 











LUCILLE and LANNY 


Linwood Grey 
“2 Voices and a Pianny” 

Now Appearing with FRED ALLEN 
“TOWN HALL TONITE” 


Arrangements hy 
Management NB 


Grev 
eau 


Lanny 
Art 


isis Bur 
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vertisers diverting funds into radio 


through France ‘(and Luxembourg) 
has greatly increased. Station Nor- 
mandie notably has prospered 
through English-language programs. 





INTERNATIONAL RADIO 


VARIETY 43 











English Notes 





London Film Symphony 


Orches- 
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Italian Stations Flood Into Argentine 


ee * 
a . 
. About 10 stations in all will suffer 
considerable losses tra from Korda’s studio gets an 
{ = Frenchmen feel that the sritish | AINE ON Natio ‘ pro- | 
broadcasting monopoly and the | £ am ¢ ed ‘B I VJ ommend 
i 
—— newspaper publishers have taken | Unds baton of J | el ia oe 
advantage in a manner that isn't) nonpam’ vied tatistics in erense Ail Ji 2 
° A Yenham’s music |} f t ; 
French Broadcasters Furi- British cricket. They feel that the pl: t — 0/ o circles of } cily ¢ iare 
. : . la ro! ne in track of 
4 whole aneuver cannot be defend-| ,,.,- . s f ] , P d |: , coe n ir ] = 
ous as Their Government | hole maneuver ca d- | Srhings to Come.’ “Und Red con repare ome nights past four Ita 
ea ona all p aV Das } > «unt | a iat y | as 
. . tobe - phant 26)) ‘ ‘ Rat alo iLi¢ i 
Prepares to Do English ; : eal Robe,’ ‘Eleph E Rat 
Another thing which is stated t Same combinatio: tt e i . ) . 
‘ P . : al mit la ¢ er awa pari 9 | y broaacasti l Ca | = 
a ‘Favor’ at French Sta-|have annoyed the officials of the | concerts in all for South A 
. : viii nd tests f : ith Ameé in 
. ’ B. B. C. was the quality of the pro-| 
tions’ Expense—B.B.C. dager tingPond ait die ys 
grams broadcast by the foreign sta- | Montreal. Jan. 18 ele 1udience equests for ad- 
ee ° ‘ -k IP » formerly with the ee 

and British Publishers | tions In many cases they were said | Jack ns RUS IICL 1) 2 UN Statistics drawn up by Martin] vice on the quality of reception has 

. . ‘ ‘ was | d anadé roadcasting Syste . ; . ; kod 

Put on Pressure |to be much better than what wa: oe snc gh wm , oh mn c . S €M,/ Maxwell, Associated Broadcasti! been asked for by these tations 

: . itealé - vac| has gone wi th IS. G. Adv . f : { d 
offered by B. B. C. itself and it wa: . one ' ; =i Iver-| Co, exec, will be presented at the] which are IRY, IQA, 2RO and IQZ, 
iit ita jonly natural that English listeners | “*!Ms Agency of New Yor! man-| forthcoming meeting of the Ca rhese tations have never before 
|would tune in on the foreign sta-|@81ng director of the Toront ffic€. | nadian Association of Broadcaste: been locally heard operating at 
PROTESTS tions, | _- — —~ iin Ottawa next month, showing in| night, and it is believed in certain 
en A political move might also be | ted in the udios to prevent detail the volume of effort involved | quarters to be a _ preparation for 

seen in the French Government’s| of eoncealed ave rad advertising campaign answering the British government: 
Paris, Jan. 10 | promise to take such action At me | We End shows, picture 4 ea . Maxwell W ll endeavor to just } nev foreign language broad ng 

French broadcasters are furious ; lime since the war Nas France tried her forms of commercialism 4 the econd 15% grante atle rep pol CV 

; ‘u 3ritisl riend- resentatives and is using ( ( A pla mutual cooperation be- 

with their government for apparent-| harder to cultivate British friend-| away with an astonish wmmant 1 rem ve ind i: € p ( A plan for mutual coope ion be 
; < Ss ; res ‘ ent 1s 34 . , ’ parative purposes, a $10,000 ad A I irele p.opagal sec- 

ia tx hem “ekee tie! hip as at the present at the recent | of publicity. Corporation has, fur- | P@7@t purp $ rat tween the wireless p.op eC 
. visit of Chautemps and Delbos to}tper eontended commercial broad- dvertising campaign. tion of the Argentine Ministry of 
month) advertising programs N| London showed. So she would want | eacy from outside he U. K Station rep contends that age Foreign Affairs and the British 

" » > ‘ | astls iU PULLS TG ! ‘\ « ( ‘ 
English at the request of the Brit-/tq make no move now that might tntmmioal 46 ite interests. though in| ies Have: Uiree times-as much wi | Broadcasting Co has been = an- 
ish government acting for, it i annoy the Britis} a large measure the plaint appea with radio accounts for 66% of the | nounced by the local Foreign Min- 
known, the British Broadcasting Co. ia tee, ies “Kar dike: ioe {return on a newspaper campai hives BBC will ‘gladly cooperate’ 
and, it is suspected, indirectly for " the same amoun tow ivertising th Argentine 
and, ispecte lirectly or London. Jan. 6. ser policy. | of the ime nount, towards advertisin 1e Argentine 
powerful British newspaper’ and | - he ne Unaft _— | broadeasts in Great Britain and ex- 
‘ograms on the ‘enc stations naffecte y lecree is ¥ | . 

magazine proprietors who want to ; rogram ‘ a { ; ge a, og 1 ae | ston DY ( e¢ — “ee 1 e presses willingness to publish an- 

: » or Ps is have consisted almost entirely of |Luxembourg, as erritory rom | 
nip the growth of advertising spon- , tin (} tand hict “it tak ik eae Ff | Ouc Lime nouncements of forthcoming broad- 

ro radi -osrams recordings, eithe on standard; which it takes its name is a free , " 
sorship of radio programs. , (with Englis} ba . , ig casts in its magazine World Radio. 

Frenchmen declare that French | PPeovstors os we . n ee eee Bhs: wore: weed | Argentine state is erating its 
citizens and commercial interests|/¥rics) or on specially made discs; government; representations to thi London, Jan. If 1 station LRA. a 50.000 watter 

Zz : I < it ( WI tall sa“Ay ‘ 4 Walle 

7 } | (transcri Ss Cc » mn-| bod ror “itish ff S . } . 
are being arbitrarily damaged by | ‘t’anscription 3 recorded in Lon 4 dy from Bi oe h_ official or c€S! Series of four-corner discussions | Since this transmitter is not a short. 
os : r ve 1 st ‘ Syster Vas ope to | he ‘ont ously . gnored, 3 : ? , ; 

ihe government edict. No political | - : ie a te m } i ” n - iy cor t 8 0 isly bee . i ; ae: jon the cinema are among spring| waver and is impossible to pick it 

ae s -valis -ctions ue te ad station is % seful source | : , ‘ . . 
objection to the programs could be|” oh of ici 3 a | " assai meres Siar talks laid down by the British] up jin England. Commercial short- 
an, Ser Oe, Be eee ee Broadcasting Co. Speakers will be| wavers of Radio El Mundo (LR1) 

. +4 I S f artis -cordings un-|} ‘2 3 nai ’ , | 7 . 

politics the British business inter-|0Y Use Of artists recordings Un-| Also unhit is Radio Athlone. key | Victor Saville, Alfred Hitchcock.| and Radio Belgrano (LR3), not in- 
ests are depriving French stations of | known to performers, | station in Ireland, which also incor-|John Grierson and_ Lord Tyrell, | volved presumably, 
iheir principle source of advertis-| B. B. C. has always maintained a|porates sponsored broadcasts in its| president of British Board of Film a“ ch —— 
ing support. | monopoly of radio in the United} programs, and it is again unlikely | Censors. 

British pressure on this matter | Kingdom and is obstinately opposed | British governmental protests w ill] This will be first occasion « n | Vesta Victoria latest old timer set 
bas been kept up for five years. In|to commercial broadcasts in any|]influence the Irish authorities to|which the censor has entered pub-/|fo1 a piece on the air, doing an act 
that time the number of British ad-'form; stringent regulations are ap-| give way. lic discussion on picture matters. |}in ‘Palace of Varieties.’ 

Rs 














An acknowledgment 


to the radio listeners of America— 


Thank You for Selecting for the Second Time 


“FRONT PAGE NEWS’ 


as The Best Drama of the Week 


(Re-enacted Sunday Night on The People's Choice Program 


Columbia Coast-to-Coast Chain) 


P. S.—Thanks, too, to the Biow Co. and Philip Morris, My Sponsor 


harks. Maton 





Writer and Director 
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MUSIC —DANCE TOURS 





We ednesday, January - 19, Raistencd 








On the Upbeat 





Enid Hager, formerly of WFIL{ ballroom, N. Y., Jan. 21. Just 
program department, Philly Record{ cluded at New Penn Club, Pitts- 
promotion department, to co-ordi-| burgh, Pa. 
nate sheet’s radio activities. She will | 
be in charge of production and copy | Rita Rio into Vanity Fair ball- 
for four shows a day, totaling 20! room, Huntington, W. Va., Jan. 29 | 


minutes, which the Record uses in} on one-niter, 
a time-space swap deal with WFIL, | 


WIP and WDAS. 





Eduardo Durante’s 38-piece Cuban 
1ce number Is 





cee oreh contracted for dar 
Ezra Stone, of the ‘Brother Rat’} Metro’s ‘Girl of the Golden West.’ 
Jecit company here, doing a guest pee 
spot on the Horn & Hardart AK aie Eddie Duchin into the Tri inon, 
program on WCAU, Philadelphia, | Chicago, Jan. 28, and into the Aragon | 
Sunday morning, since the show hit n the 30th f 1 night eacl 
town. He began dramatic caree . 
his air show ha lf a dozen years ago : 
. ; on . Ina Ray Hutton spotted into the 
2 , Trianon, Chicago, for one night, Feb. 
Covert and Reed, singers, who ap- ‘ae , 2 
: PR ig : 1, and the Aragon on the 3d 
peared at Park Plaza’s Crystal Ter- ates 
race for 14 weeks last summer, have 
returned for another engagement. | Campbell Arnoux, manager of 
‘ : tnd “a rryt Y ‘ lL en nt o | 
Bob King, ventriloquist, in fourth | WTAR, Norfolk, on a tour touching 


rac? gencies 
week at the same place. | midwest agencies, 





} 
is cur- 


Joe Reichman, whose ork Rudolf Friml, Jr., orchestra opens 
rently at Mark Hopkins, San Fran-| the midwinter season at the Essex 
cisco, will return to Hollywood upon | House, N. Y., tonight (Wed.). 





completion of engagement to do 
three shorts for Paramount. Bubbles Becker siays 
—— Casino, Miami, Fla., until 

Merle Miller, University of Iowa | annnien 
student radio commentator and news | Blue Barron stays put at the Edi- 
ST eee has received a scholarship | son hotel, N. Y., till April for CRA. 

for four months’ — with the Brl- | a 
tish Broadcasting Co., London. Paul Whiteman hits Armory, 
| sey City, N. J., Feb. 7. 

Six weeks at the Country Club and ‘a 
then six weeks at the Oklahoma! Paul Pendarvis set for the Aragon 
Club, both Oklahoma City, is sched- | ballroom, Chicago, opening Jan. 30. 
ule of George Ande’s orchestra. | 
WKY airs musie from both spots. 


at Cinema 
Jan. 27. 


Jer- 














Hal Kemp moves into the Drake 
| hotel, Chicago, Feb. 4. 

Charles Gaylord and his orch in 
second week at Chase Club, St. Louis. | 
Sammy Walsh in fou-th week as 
m.c. 





Bob Pope orchestra held over one 
| week at Club Lido, Tulsa. 








Adolph Schneider on news staff of 
Johnny Conrad, publicist at KWK, | WHO, Des Moines. 
St. Louis, in New York last week. 
Lammed over the weekend for a} 


Chicago stopover. 





Joe Sanders opens at Palace hotel, 
San Francisco, Jan. 21. 








Nat Brandwynne makes his first | 
trip out of New York for a fling at) 
the Statler hotel, Detroit, opening | 
Jan, 24, 


Dusty Roades at Club Continental, 
Jefferson hotel, after year’s absence. 





Anatol’s Cuban orchestra went into 
the Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, 
Jan. 11 for a four-week stay. 





Frank Nicola’s 14 pieces heading 
south for a winter stay at Troca dero | 
Club, Orlando, Fla. Opens Jan. 28, 
hits one-niters en route. 





Erskine Hawkins crew now under 
the management of Gale, Inc., with 
one nighters to be booked through 
Arcadia ! CRA. 


SONGS 





Harry Reser opens at the 





























Grandest Score, “SALLY, IRENE and MARY” 
Songs by GORDON and REYEL 


| 

: GOT MY MIND ON MUSIC | 
| Sonas by BULLOCK and SPINA 
| 


| 

| 

| THE TOP UBLISHER 
hiohaaie 

| ROBBINS ores 

tu ad Cat eo ae 


HALF MOON ON THE HUDSON 
I COULD USE A DREAM 









































| The [it ol ‘Bl ‘DDY. DE SYLV A'S New Unt- 
| versal, Filmusical “YOU'RE A SWLEETIIEART” 
| YOU’RE A SWEETHEART 

By McIIUGII and ADAMSON 

DEANNA DURBIN’S Song Hit from the New 
Universal Production “MAD ABOUT MUSIC” 
i] 
| A SERENADE TO THE STARS 
| By McHUGH and ADAMSON 
| M AXINE SULLIVAN S Onyx Club Mat 
| ¥I’S WONDERFUL 
H By STUFF SMITII and MITCHELL PARISH | 
a 
| IN PREPARATION 
iH] ———— 
| 1938's FIRST BIG NOVELTY SMASH 
| LOUIS PRIMA’S 
| YES, THERE AIN’T NO MOONLIGHT | 
| (SO WHAT!) | 
I} = SS ———S \ 
} \ 
i ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
! 799 Seventh Avenue e New York, N. Y. 
i 
i MURRAY BAKER, Gen. Prof. Mgr. Ni 
_ - ——-— =| 

















con- | 


TOBANI'S POINT 


Claims Disputed Work His or It’s In 
Public Domain 








Tobani family is appealing the ad- 
verse verdict it got in the suit against 
Carl Fischer, Inc., to the U. S. Cir- 
| cuit Court of Appeals, New York dis- 
trict. Federal Judge Wilbur Coxe 
had in December handed down a de- 
cision holding that the original com- 
positions and arrangements of the 
late Theodore M. Tobani were the 
property of the Fischer firm as far as 
renewal of copyright was concerned 
and ordered the Tobani family te 
| assign to the former any renewals 
it aaa taken out on such works, 

} Joseph M. Tobani, the son that ob- 

tained the copyright renewals, con- 
| tends that the disputed works were 
| written while his father was in the 
real estate business and not an em- 
ployee of Fischer and that if the 
renewals he took are invalid then 
the works are in the public domain 
since the Fischer firm had not gone 
| after the renewals when they came 
due. 


SALABERT SETS 
UP AMERICAN 
SUBSIDS 


Before Francis Salabert, French 
music publisher, sailed back to Paris 
on Saturday (15), after sojourning in 
Hollywood for some weeks, he set up 
an Editions Salabert, Inc., a U. S. 
corporation, wherein Jack Robbins 
is 50% partner. This company will 
handle Salabert’s foreign musical 
works, whereas heretofore he placed 
his stuff around with divers firms, 
notably Chappell-Harms and Harms 
in former years. 

Also, as part of his American stay, 
Salabert formed Continental Play 
Corp., with Frank Orsatti, Hollywood 
agent; Julian T. Abeles, N. Y. at- 
torney, and Joachim Aberbach, his 
N. Y. rep., as partners. Branches in 
N. Y., Hollywood, Paris, London and 
Budapest will clear’ scripts for 
American films, etc. 

As regards Editions Salabert, Inc., 
this brings some 10,000 non-copy- 
rights into the American market, 
with special arrangements, and thus 
cuts into a field which G. Schirmer, 
Inc., and Carl Fischer, Inc., long 
dominated, on the proposition of 
‘availability’ for ASCAP usage. 

















Jimmy Camnbeil Finds 
Unusual Oceanic Route 
To and From Caiifornia 


Jimmv Camovpbell and his wife 
(Betty Balfour) and baby are com- 
ing over by slow boat sailing from 
London Jan. 31 and docking in Nor- 
folk, Va. From there the British 
music publisher, head of Cinenhonic 
Music, will motor directly to the 
Coast as he’s bringing his car along, 
whereas Mrs. Camnbell and the baby 
disembark at Baltimore and plane 
to the Coast to precede him there. 

Campbell’s tie-ins with 20th-Fox’s 
London production activities, on 
song publications, necessitates an- 
other trip west. He contemplates 
sailing for home from L. A. and 
thus, on this year’s U. S. visit, will 
not touch New York at all. 


C.1.0. Music Union 
In Philly Biooey 


Philadelphia. Jan. 18. 

CIO withdrew from field of music 
‘Inst Thursday (13) in favor of the 
4. F. of L. after a vain attemnt to 
“rack the tishtlv-controlled ranks of 
‘he American Federation of Musi- 
‘ians. Desnite the fact, however 
hat John W. Edelman. regional CTO 
lirector, announced the two-week- 
Id CTO charter would be withdrawn 
"rom United Musicians Local No. 746 
yrfanizers of the new union declarec 














yannccary. 

Acreement between AFM and CTO 
“ame ata five-hour meeting with M 
“Tarbert Svme. Philly Ipbor mediator 
't revealed that CIO in severa’ 
months of -ctive organizing had onlv 
seawived BA members—none of them 
\FM affiliates in good standing. 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Jan. 15, 1938) 
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Hel Mir Bist Du Senoen:..iiiiccccscccees 66000eee Farms 
PNM, Berek EEL WA RR EAS ARS ERO OR incense Chappell 
There’s a Gold Mine in the Sky .........s.ce00, Berlin 
Pere. COON 660s Caccdence das cares dh ER aaa Famous 
WYOU PE B BWOCUIGOLE oosiis osc cdesiscaswcndins ee Robbins 
en ON BE ood es aa 8 eke Made elaae ee bes Miller 
When the Organ Played O Promise Me ........ Morris 
SURI ss os 55: 55 4.495 REE SES EDETE ROTORS Feist 

pg OES 8D a 7 rc Sena Oe Shapiro 
SN MEd hea ak 2a FBG. WS Ra DEE Lincoln 
UNE MO NOINS 6 og Soc cbc ee was 0 eke awe t eek Feist 


*Ebbtide eee. 
Ten Pretty Gi rls | Sige 
Bob White eeeees 
CORO Ose: .cscccace 


Nepeeae esha Rat Paramount 
havea adnate een Crawford 
a ok aresee ack . Remick 
[Apariewe aca rees Shapiro 
* Indicates filn 


Lusical 


song. +t Indicates stage production song 
The others are pops. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has acquired the rights to the renewal of copv- 
right of ‘A Little Love, a Little Kiss’ (‘Un Peu d’Amour’) from Lao Siles: 
French composer of the melody and original lyrics, and from the estate of 
Adrian Ross, who wrote the English lyrics. The right to renew 
available within a few months, 

















becomes 


Song is being published in this country under the original copyright b 
Chappell & Co. ‘A Little Love’ was credited with 6,500 performances b 
the last annual compilation turned out by the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. It also rates high as a black and white 
sheet seller, 


current No. 1 hit tune on Variety’s breakdown of most 
is the fourth ditty ever to attain a total for one week of 


‘True Confession,’ 
played on the air, 
40 or more plugs. 
Fall of 1935 saw ‘I Found a Dream,’ published by Hollywood Songs, set 
a record of 45 airings which endured until last month. ‘Rosalie’ supplanted 
it with a new record of 48 after ‘There’s a Gold Mine in the Sky’ had 
threatened with 43 a week or two before, 


Something of a phenomenon is the manner in which ‘Pins and Needles’ 
songs by Harold J. Rome axe selling in the lobby of the Labor Stage 
theatre. Around 1,000 copies a week are moved, many buying the three 
outstanders—Doin’ the Reactionary,’ ‘One Big Union for Two’ and ‘Sunday 
in the Park’—at the combo price of $1 for the trio. The sale of ‘produc- 
tion’ music in lobbies went out of style quite some seasons ago, hence the 
novelty to Tin Pan Alley. There are two music butchers, 





No ‘Horsey,’ No Date 








ine Heads in Sead 





London, Jan. 11. 
Henry Hall and his orchestra Harrisburg, Jan. 18 


came up against local dictators at) 
Manchester when they planned a 
Sunday concert at one of the Odeon | 
theatres in the territory. When au- 
thorities saw the proposed program 
they blue-pencilled two numbers. 
Hall then cancelled the entertain-|,, ‘ey Me . 
ment, arguing if he was not per- | Sucoeny (11) night. Also killed was 
mitted to play his normal type of | Mrs. Laura Diffenderfer, of Reading, 
music he could not appear at all. | wife of Francis Diffenderfer, presi- 
sient anh "Mae Coen te ‘Horsey, dent of same org. Her husband 
— 7 ee ee | critically injured. 


Féldser and the Diffenderfers were 


‘ returning from N. Y., where they 
merly with Bernie Cummins, anJ) conferred on union matters with Joe 


Lucille Coleman (lyrics) have col-| Weber of A. F. M. 

labed on ‘My Days Are Just An In- | 

terlude’ for Clarence Williams who | Chick Webb orchestra plays a 
will also publish several other num- | week at the Howard theatre, Wash- 
bers by Miss Coleman, ington, D. C., opening Jan. 28. 


BUA EA 


The “Home on the Range” of This Generation 


THERE’S A GOLD MINE IN THE SKY 


A Flock o° Hits from 
SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS” 
WITH A SMILE AND A SONG 
WHISTLE WHILE YOU WORK 
ONE SONG 
SOME DAY MY PRINCE WILL COMF 
I'M WISHING 
HEIGH-HO 


(The Dwarfs Marching Song) 


LL TAKE ROMANCE 


From Grace Moore’s New Picture of the Same Title 


Ralph Feldser, 35, secretary and 
business agent of the Pennsylvania 
Conference of the National Musicians* 
Union, was fatally injured in ana 
automobile crash at Springfield, ~ J 





Fred Motzer, orchestra leader, for- 

















































‘hev would continue to nraselvte for | 
members as an unaffiliated group if; 
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COMING 
The Greatest Musical Score in Years 


“RADIO CITY REVELS” 


with Bob Burns, Jack Oakie, Kenny Baker, Jane Fro- 
man, Milton Berle, Ann Miller, and a gang of other 
musical stars. With Hal Kemp and His Orchestra. 














IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 799 Seventh Ave. N_Y. 
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satreatiarianeatiaeaaiae 
ion among the i DE 
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} ACTIONS FILE I IN onc goy left himself Panton gy M P P 
t) it ain contract with a caakG poe ™s A. DISTRIBUTES 
[ + Ble Me at fact in the cause a a 
| ' tion does not apply generally in the A] - a 
rade, rally in the ) y 
These le . IES S 
I Bei galites do ~~ —_——__—- re 0 
i will face a tcaser ede ae the Mechanical rigk t in ue 
aes Oo pr nite ae . thts bur 
Article 1X before the court that this Music Publishers s bureau of the| “Doi 
oe Resi ; sarhosenn prohibits a me a this -F ‘ rs Protective oiling the R e 
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MUSIC - DANCE TOURS 





Goodman’ s Vipers 








Slay the Cats, 


But Salon Crix Don't Savvy Jive 


By HOBE MORRISON 
Appearance of Benny Goodman in 
a ‘swing concert’ in Carnegie Hall. 
N. Y., last Sunday night (16) was a 
natural of naturals—on paper. 
yf the candy 
the heat in the temple of the clas- 


si just couldn’t miss——on paper. 
[t wa i ure thing from every 
Ss Ipoint novelt; publicity, box 


ti » and as prestige builder-uppe! 
And as things turned out, it was most 
things in performance It 
; of the mob, it drew 
lots of press attention, it was a sell- 
and the sed 


late music 
out with their very 


xf tho 
caught the fancy 


mut in aavance 
cri > 
beast adject 
Somehovyv 





the effect wasn’t 
sO ext iting after all. Goodman did 
muscle in briefly on the Bach- 
Beethoven-Brahms stamping ground. 
He did kick up a splutter and he did 
tickle his juve followers for 
moments. 3ut those combustible 
rhythms of his didn’t burn down the 


, though 


joint And in the end it was the 
illustrious old brick pile, Carnegie 
Hall, which turned out the winner. 
It even subdued the Goodman jitter- 


bugs, who did no shagging or big- 


appling in the aisles 


Not that Goodman’s invasion of the | 


symph backyard was a washout, for 
it wasn’t. Several times during the 
battle the Goodman outfit really had 
the Carnegie walls swaying. Several 
times he and his assorted guest toot- 
ers had the staid members of the 
audience tapping their feet. And 
several times he had them cheering. 
But there was never the kind of 

stampede Goodman occasionally cre- 

(Continued on page 51) 





Tom Devine Using Acts 


Indianapolis, Jan. 18. 


Tom Devine, operator of the In- | 


Roof Ballroom here, 
acts to draw in the cash cus- 


diana 
in for 
tomers. 
tonight (18), 
Benny Fox, in a ‘Dance of Death,’ 
60 feet above the dance floor (ball- 
about three stories from 
roof). Devine also 


room is 
floor to 


perch. 


Current band at the Roof is John- | 


ny Burkrath and Jimmy Dorsey, 
swingsters due for a one-nighter on 
Friday (28). 





Davis at St. Cecilia’s Ball 
Meyer Davis and his orch played 
the St. Cecilia ball, Charleston, S. C., 
last Thursday (13). Oldest society 
ball given in America, 
Band leader is also playing the 
second St. Cecilia ball Jan. 27, 


Idea | 
kid of jazz turning on} 


a few | 


is going | 


Current week, beginning | 
is featuring Betty and | 


bills | 
them for a ‘Big Apple’ on their high | 
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Rubinoff Date Off 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 
Advance sale for Dave 
arance in Minnea 
date was called off. 


solo appe 
so bad that 
Violinist, acc 


ream nas peen 


ympanied by 
last Oc- 


theatres 


ym tour since 
yuditoriums 


rte 


Goodman, Lombardo, 
Fields Look No. 1, 2, 3 
In N. Y. Par Baltots 


patron balloting 
bands, installed by the 


N. Y., for fan 


Its second vear of 
for favorite 
Paramount, stimulus 


and as a means of getting a line on 


nublic choices for booking purposes, 


1.) er 
‘ + , - % Oo Pel 
with a ¥ kly bos 


rd in the lobby 
> totals, will wind up Sun- 
iners decided. Bob 
mana.:ng director, plans 
siving a buffet party Sunday (30), at 
which the three leading bands will 
be presented with trophies. 
According to the present voting, 
Benny Goodman is the most popular 
of the bands, Guy Lombardo No. 2 
| and Shen Fields ‘hird. 
|} Last year for 1936 balloting, the 
\ 


} giving vol 
dav (23) and wir 


| Weitman, 


three tops in fan estiviation were 
| Lombardo, Glen Gray and Fred War- 
ng. Lombardo has held his public 
| strongly throughout all of ’37, but 
i Gray and Waring have slipped 
| 


seriously, Waring worse than Gray, 
according to the vatronage balloting. 
Ahead of both Gray and Waring in 
popularity, in addition to Lombardo, 
Goodman and Fields 
Dorsey, Eddy Duchin, 
and Hal Kemp. 

| Goodman ovens today (19) with 
} 

| 

| 


are Tommy 
Horace Heidt 


| the Mae West film at the N. Y. Par. 





| Plugging Larry Lee Heavily 
Cincinnati, Jan. 18. 

| Dailies here have opened up in a 

|big way for art and type blurbs on 

Larry Lee, local lad, whose orchestra 

moved into the Hotei Gib- 

son for an indef stay. 

Lee is under the wing 
‘Tony’ Scheffer, former Cincy pop 
dansant manager. His 12-piece 
combo has been playing steadily on 
the West Coast and in the Southwest 
for the past two years. Most of his 
musicians are from Los Angeles. 
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IRVING MILLS’ 
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|}as was thought. 














Slyly Clever! 
Hilariously Amusing! 
Hearty and Lyrical! 


Every Song A Hit. 


* 
SUNDAY INTHE PA 


SING ME A SONG WITH 


SOCIAL NGHITICANCE 
ONE BIG UNION FORT 
DOING THE REACTION 


oe 


WHAT GOOD IS LOVE? 


CHAIN STORE D 
NOBODY MAKES A 


AT ME 


HAROLD J. ROME'S BRILLIANT NEW SCORE 






“PINS AND 


NEEDLES” 






; 
Broadway Columnists 


Sing Out The News! 


“’Pins And Needles’ is ex- 
citing .. . so good are the 
ditties... orchids to ‘Sun- 
day In The Park’, a lovely 
lilt.” WALTER WINCHELL 


"'Sing Me A Song With 
Social Significance’ and 
‘Doing The Reactionary’ 
promise to be the song 
hits of the season.” 

DAN WALKER 
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"The country will soon 
be whistling the new 
Rome songs.” 

LOUIS SOBOL 


’''Pins And Needles’ — 
a smash score.” 
LEONARD LYONS 


‘'Recommended! The 
new hit tunes from 
‘Pins And Needles.’”’ 
NICK KENNY 


o 
PASS MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


1619 Broadway 
New York City 


ARY 


AISY 


| sites in his behalf. 





Puttin’ It On 
| 





| 

| 
Pretensiousness of the Benny | 
Goodman ‘swing concert’ at | 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., was | 
epitomized by the program 
| 

! 

| 

| 

! 


notes pamphlet. Written’ by 
Irving Kolodin, of the N. Y. 
Sun music department, the 


notes were in erudite style of 
explanation and 
of swing. 
Numerous profound compari- 
sons were made with the com- 


interpretation 


positions of the masters, with 
frequent use of tecnnical 
phaseology. Whole pamphlet 
was in a style strikingly simi- 
lar to regular symph program 
notes. Observers wondered if 


swing had ever received such 
dead-pan attention. 

Kolodin is the 
volume, ‘The Met 
Opera, 1883-1935,’ published 
two years ago. 


author of the 


ropolitan 











DANCE TOUR 
DEPT. 


Irving Mills, back from the Coast, 
is reorganizing his dance band book- | 
ing business with Harry Moss in| 
charge to independently handle Mills 
Artists. This ends any thought of a 
reunion by Mills with Consolidated 
Radio Artists or Rockwell-O’Keefe, 





Jack Mills who is partnered with 
Irving in the music publishing busi- 
ness, but not in the talent agency, is | 
currently on the Coast looking over | 
Irving Mills heads | 
west in a month or so. 

A new Coast office will have Frank | 
Kelton and Bill Harty in charge; 
also Louis Greenspan on agg age 
After the Hollywood office is set 
Mills plans reestablishing his own 
Chi branch. 


Music Notes 








Sol Lesser purchased 
Life’ and ‘Bronco Busting Buckaroo’ 
by Eddie Cherkose and Charles 
Rasoff, and ‘When a 


to Town’ and ‘Drifting’ by Albert | 


vice president of | 
American Federation of Music, 
tiained out of Hollywood Jan. 12 for 
Miami to preside at mid-winter hud- 
dle of AFM international executive 
board. 


Cc. L. Bagley, 


Joe McCarthy and Charles Tier- 
ney, who did the original score for 
‘Irene,’ at RKO for new tunes in 
picturization of stage musical. 


Alfred Newman, Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s musical director, has been 
borrowed by 20th-Fox to work with 
Irving Berlin on latter’s production, 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ 

Milt Taggart orchestra arrived in 
Salt Lake City this week after barn- | 
storming along the Coast and middle 
west. 


iat a 


j}from a 
| southern 
| stating McCoy Americans wished to 


| temperament. 


| bickering 
| Weber made 





jan auto spill, 








von Tilzer and Harry MacPherson, | 





Louis Armstrong wil! play 
nighter at Covey’s Coconut 
dance hall in Salt Lake City 
nesday (19). 


a one- 
Grove 
“W ed- 


Allan Jones set to disc ‘Cosi Cosa’ 





and ‘The One I Love.” numbers from 
Metro's ‘Everybody Sing,’ for Victor | 
Red Seal. 

Edward Chamio cleffed ‘Fudge 
| and Fiddlesticks’ and ‘Don't Keep 
| Me Guessing’ for Metro. 
salebibic 
Johnnie Burke and James Monaco 


| pacted by Paramount to 
| next Bing Crosby picture. 
Jules Loman planted his tune, 
‘Give Me a Martial Air,’ with 
Robbins’ Hollywood office 


cleft the 


Roy Webb handed musical assi 
ment on RKO’s ‘Gunga Din 
Donahue Hits For Newman 
| Night of the debut of the Ruby 

Newman orchestra in the Rainbow 

t00m, N. Y. leader became ill. 
Al Donahue, who had just 

out, stepped back in and 
| Newman's band for ty 
‘ing latter's rec 


movec 
batoned 
0 days pend- 


ve 
IVEY. 
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Yiddish lute Neviie 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 18. 
‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen,’ will be 
chanted by Navajo and Ute Indians 
‘squaw dance,’ to honor the 
birthday of President Roosevelt, Jan. 


| 29. 


Local music store received urgent 


| order for an arrangement of the ditty 


purchasing officer of a 
Utah Indian reservation, 


learn tune for a community dance in 
behalf of white infantile paralysis 
sufferers. 


Chi a Marek Weber 
Temperament Cause Of 
Non-Option by Stevens 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Failure of Stevens hotel, Chicago, 


'to pick up option on Marek Weber 


is reported due to case of too much 
After spending largest 
amount of money ever svent by 
hotel to build up band name, inside 
and attitude taken by 
it reputedly too trouble- 
some 


Cost of promoting Weber also in- 


| cluded launching of brand new room: 


special signs, expensive brochures 
and a newspaver campaign. 
Yet there was said to be many times 
that Weber had to go to the musi- 
cians’ union to straighten out dii- 
ficulties, and often that Weber walked 
away from the bandstand or broad- 
cast with attack of temperament. 
Weber is reputedly 


strong 


him- 
Also re- 
snagged $1,000 for 
commercial. 





Hallett Gets Irene Day 
To Succeed Teddy Grace 


Irene Day is the new vocalist with 
Mal Hallett’s orchestra at the Hotel 
Roosevelt, New Orleans, 


wealthy and | 
| said to have received $750 for 
| self plus cost of the band. 
| cently Carnation | 
He’s a Viennese. recently | 
| brought to America by NBC. 








succeeding | 


| Teddy Grace, who quit because of | 


temperament and because of an ac- 
cident in Cincinnati. Latter event. 
has hospitalized Nor- 
Strutt, Hallett’s sax player, 
a fractured knee, Miss Grace} 


man 
with 


, jis staying on in Cincy. 
‘A Cowboy’s | 


Hallett is in for a month in N. o., 
and then goes either to the Adol- 
phus hotel, Dallas, or possibly to the 


Cowboy Goes | Congress, Chicago, following Tommy 


Dorsey. 





Boston Dancemen Shift 


Boston, Jan. 18, 
Wholesale change of orchestras in 
local niteries effective this week, set 
Billy Lossez in to the Cocoanut 
Grove, replacing Lew Conrad, after 
more than 65 weeks at Barney 
Welansky’s Hawaiian outlet. Lossez 

is in to attract the society crowd. 





Ben Pullo replaces Tommy 
Reynolds at Levaggi's Flamingo | 
Room. 


Buddy Raye, Martha’s kid brother. 


takes the Famous Deor berth vacated | 


by Bernie 

Frankie Ward 
singer Carmen 
Bradford Hotel 
record stay. 
in. 

Jack Fisher’s long stay at Steuben’: 
Vienna Room annexed by Dick Mc- 
Ginley. 

Brunswick Hotel Casino 
with Vauthn Monroe orchestra trans- 
planted at the Towne Club. 

Salvy Cavicchio has the 

tatler Cafe Rource 
signment. 


Wayne. 

orchestra 
Trudeau leaves the 
Penthouse after a 
Lee Elliott femme band 


Hotel 


room music as- 


J. Dorsey’s Swing Session 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 


With his own orchestra and local 


band including Jack Malerich and 
Dick Lor participating, Jimmy 
Dorsey staged a three-hour swing 

‘neert at the Hotel Nicollet Sun- 
lay afternoon, the entire receipts 
veing donated to the Michzel Dowl- 


ing School for 
nere., 

iled at 50c 
ittracted 


Crippled Children 


and $1, the 


a Capacity 


concert 
audience. 


Don Bestor Loses Mother 
Indianapel's, Jan. 18. 
appearing here at the 
Circle with his orchestra, 
nissed shows on the final day in 
rrder to attend the funeral of his 


Don Bestor, 
theatre 


mother, aA T'S. Carrie Elizabeth 
3estor, who had died at her home at 
LaCrosse, Wis. Mrs. Bestor would 


have been 79 years old Feb, 22. 


with | 


folded | 


LAWS WOULD 
CURB ‘SCAB’ 
DATES 


Albany, Jan. 18. 

State Assemblyman Francis J. Me. 
Caffrey (Dem., New York City) has 
introduced in the Legislature two 
bills which would prohibit school 
bands from playing outside dates and 
public lepartment and bure 
bands from doing the same 


u 


Purpose of the measures, which 
have the support of the AFM and 
State Federation of Labor, is to stop 


the use of such 
tions for which 
sicians would 


orchestras 
professional mu- 
otherwise be hired 


at f 


Al C- 


JIMMY CARR BEHIND 
NEW BALLROOM IDEA 


Jimmy Carr, ex-maestro, is part- 
nered in an ambitious ballroom pro- 
motion in New York. Philadelphia 


and Boston. In N. Y.. two spots 
are being primed, one in the Times 
Square sector and another in Har- 
lem. 

Feature of the new-type ballroom- 
ology would be 5,000-7,000 capaci- 
ties, at pop prices, with clubroom 


conveniences as a 
trade. 


means to lure 


Joe Kayser Joins R-O’K 


Joe Kayser, formerly connected 
with CRA, and later out on his own, 
has joined the Chicago office of 
Rockwell-O’Keefe. He will handle 
all one night bookings in the mid- 
west branch. 

Bob Weems, 
of that dept., 
and hotels. 


formerly in charge 
will handle night clubs 





Sterling Young to Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Sterling Young's orchestra and 
musical aggregation open at the 


Boulevard Room of the 
Hotel here on Jan. 28. 

Coming in from the Rose Bow] of 
the L. A. Hotel Biltmore. 


Stevens 





Franz Waxman moved over to 
Selznick-International on loan from 
Metro to score, ‘Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer.’ 











A Tune-Territic 


Score From the New 
COTTON CLUB PARADE 


SHE’S TALL! SHE’S TAN! 
SHE’S TERRIFIC! 


Harlem Bo‘ero 


England's New Ballad Hit 


THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
OF MY LIFE 


Carmen Lombordo’s 


MY DAY 


A New Jam-orous Hudson Hit 


Sophisticated Swing 
MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


Latest 














The Hit to Succeed 
“DREAM BOAT” 


By the Same Writers 


WO DREAM 
UT TOGETHE 


%. CLIPF FRIEND and 
DAVE FRANKLIN 


Remick 
1250 Sixth Ave., New York 
CHARLIE W ARREN, 


Prof. Mer. 
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Toss ’Em the Stews 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

For want of something new to 
regale the jaded mob that piles 
into the Cotton Club in Culver 
City nightly, Frank Sebastian 
has hit on the hippodrome idea 
of turning a flock of rasslers 
loose on the dance floor. And 
just to make sure that the eve- 
ning doesn't drag, he’s booked a 
few femme grunt-’n’-groaners to 


have at each other with no 
holts barred. 
A regular Wednesday night 


feature, 





Musicians’ Union 


Calls Philly Strike 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 





Mirror Room, nitery at Hotel 
Philadelphian, threatens to toss out 
its union band tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) and replace it with free lance 
| tooters. Row arises over hotel’s 
| elimination already of one of the two 
| union bands with whieh it had 


| binders. 








Morris Agency 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Miami, Jan. 10. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The theme song for Miami this 
season is hearts and flowers. The 
night clubs swept the populace off 
their feet New Year’s eve but the 
gang is back on their feet again. 
The New York stock market has 
been answering for a lot of things | 
lately, and the early off-season in 


the grapefruit sector will have to be 
another one. 

The mob from New York is up to 
its necks in gingerbread joints and 
wish they had stayed in New York 
and taken their chances with Dewey. 
Fire, Gridley, when you are ready! 
Two legit spots are garnering all the 
shekels, Fan and Bill’s, and Mothe 


Kelly’s. The plank-steak kids are 
cleaning up, and Kell is running 
them into a photo finish. Kell took 


a fiver in Saratoga last August and 
nearly ran out of chips. The reason 
so far is a dream walking. 
Dempsey’s hotel is doing okay but 
the visiting firemen want Dempsey 
here to greet them, and all they get 
is Magnolia. William Vincent Dwyer, 
the prexy of Tropical Park, is com- 
ing into his own. All the horse 


Embarks Upon 
Booking Bands 


After purposely waiting until they 


'could handle it, William Morris 
agency is now going into the band 
field. That's the only major depart- 


rooms are closed tighter than a dele- | 


gate to the Legion convention. 

The familiar pans are all missing 
with nobody but Lou Holtz to keep 
the klobiash ball arollin’. 

Ted Lewis, Harry Richman, Sophie 
Tucker, Jolson, Joe Schenck 
Rudy Vallee, all regulars, are promi- 
nently absent. Gus Van and Art 
Jarrett worked down at the defunct 
French Casino now gone cinematic, 


ana 


but the spot is in the delicatessen 
belt and. strictly eppus. Charlie 
King ard Jack Ryan are holding 


ment which this otherwise extensive 
and well-manned organization hasn't 
developed in big league manner, The 
Morris office has been handling 
bands for years but not to the de- 


gree where it warranted elaborate 
preparations. Now Abe Lastfogel, 


general manager of the agency, east 
on a business powwow, pians giving 
it serious attention. 

Lastfogel this week took Lou Wolf- 
son back into the Morris agency. 
Wolfson was for some months with 
Music Corp. of America in co-charge 
with Earl Bailey of the MCA London 
office, returning a couple of months 
ago to headquarters in Chi, osten- 
sibly to scout talent for MCA’s new 
Hollywood branch. Wolfson, de- 
veloped by Lastfogel, and after being 


|a foreign specialist, is now a general 


them in at the Gay 90’s while Guy | 


Loomis from the Cherokee Strip is 
his own best customer at his new 
spot, the Sans Souci. San Customers 
is more like it. 

The sharpshooters miss the Earl 
Carroll gals at Bill Dwyer’s old spot 
and are taking dead aim at the best 
looking waitresses but wind up with 
the racing form just the same. Last 


year the caustic but popular Dorothy | 


Dey kept things moving but a wrong 
item made another one and 
at liberty, pending a shot over the 
ether with a gossip program. 

Miami has gone anemic and is 
looking for Bill Farnsworth for a 
transfusion. Hannagan better leave 
that table at the Stork and get down 
here quick, 

Smartest move from a showman’s 
standpoint was made by Chick 
Endor and Charlie Farrell. Cleaning 
up. Twenty-four miles from Miami 
Beach but they have to put the cus- 
tomers out every morning after the 
milkman’s matinee, 

Their wives have a dress shop in 
the same building, with the follow- 


1s 


she 


ing billing on their window: The 
Mrs. Endor and Farrell—No Con- 
nection with the Place Next Door. 


agent. 

His return will make _ possible 
Sammy Weisbord leaving the N. Y: 
Morris office to go into the Holly- 
wood agency. On the Coast, Rich- 


; ard A. Rowland, producer, last week 





Class spot that would fit perfectly at | 


54th and Park. 

The smart guessers point out that 
this year there are no 
bandits (slot machines), no gambling 
and no horse rooms. 

Then there is Havana 
senoritas. Me too! 

Bill (Tapacan) Halligan. 


Hipp, Baito, Siates 
Fd Peabody as M. C. 


and those 





Hippodrome, Baltimore, departs 
from its policy of years’ standing 
next month when it takes 


‘permanent’ m.c. in Eddie Peabody. 
Warbler-banjoist goes into the vaud- 
filmer on Feb. 11 for a guarantee of 
four weeks, plus three 
four weeks each. 

Izzy Rappaport, indie operator of 
the Hipp, will produce shows around 
Peabody each stanza. 


f 


options of 


’ 7 . 

Colonial, Philly, Adopts 
y ° 
Weekend Vaude Policy 

Colonial, Philadelphia south side 
Spot, has adopted a policy of Satur- 
day-Sunday vaude, 
is booking 

Bills are non-name, consisting of 
four acts. Budget for the two days 
S around $200. 


¢ 


one-armed | 


|R, 


joined to handle scripts. Jim Geller, 
in charge of the Morris agency's Hol- 
lywood story department, is due in 
N. Y. next month on a periodic visit. 
Another recent addition to the Hol- 
lywood Morris agency is Harry 
Friedman, young attorney formerly 
with Loeb, Walker & Loeb, in L. A., 
who is a specialist on theatrical con- 
tracts and now supervises that end. 
Martin Gang continues as the Morris 
agency's regular legal light. 

Paul Small, wgo has been devel- 
oping the Morris office’s cabaret 
business, started veering into the 
band thing. With radio, hotels and 
the better-grade niteries buying 
other Morris office acts, many of the 
talent buyers wanted to know why 
the agency didn’t handle bands as 
well. 





Ramon, Renita to Open 
At Havana Cafe March 1 


Ramon and Renita follow Medrano 


and Donna, and Dario and Diane 
into the Casino Nacional, Havana, 


opening March 1 for six weeks. R. & 
team is introducing a new ‘Ron- 


rico’ dance routine, which E. B. 


Marks is publishing. 


on a 


Eddie Sherman | 


L. rev, publicist-brother of Ramon, 
is en route to the Coast to set a 
Hollywood deal for the dancers, and 
also to open a Cuban-type nitery in 
the iilm capital. 


BERKOFF’S COAST ROOST 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


| 

Contracts for the two aggregations 
| were made with Harry 

| who had Mirror Room on percentage 
|} agreement. Coupla weeks ago Pear]! 
relieved Bud 
} 


over 


and 
took 


Crawford, 

manager, operation 
He immediately canned the 

}second band, contending contract was 

| void, Pearl, with whom it 

| made, was no longer there. 

| A. A. Tomei, AFM local prez, said 


was 
| hotel 
of room 


as was 


|he’d agree to the deletion if Craw- 
| ford would sign closed shop agree- 
; ment in regard to bands for private 
{functions in the hotel. Crawford 
balked. Now, faced with walkout of 
remaining band. Crawford threatens 
to fire it before it can strike. Tomei 
lining up pickets in preparations 
for the day. 


FRENCH CASINO, N. Y., 
DISBANDS INT'L AGENCY 


With the arrival in N. Y. last week 
of Clifford C 
of 
subsidiary, 


is 





Fischer came the dis- 
last French Casino 
International The- 
atrical Agency, headed by Miles In- 


galls, 


solution the 


the 


International was formed by the 
French Casino to service its own 
niteries in N. Y., Chicago, Miamj and 
London, well independent 
spots, theatres and pictures. Ingalls 
was brought over from the Curtis & 
Allen agency to take charge, 

Ingalls now moves over to the 
RKO Building to agent on his own. 


as as 





| With him goes Jack Davies, asso- 
} ciated with the International, and 
| Milton Berger, 

London, Jan. 11. 


Cliff Fischer has acquired a long 
lease of Les Ambassadeurs restau- 
rant, Champs Elyseess, from Mrs. 
Clement Hobson, and starts his cab- 
aret activities in May. He intends 
to operate three months in the year, 
which is the French season, and will 
have big stage show, on the style of 
the London Casino. 


Show will be staged by Georgie 
Hale, who produced the present 
Grosvenor house show for Music 


Corp. of America. Fischer's idea of 
leaving it to Hale is because he will 
be busy with the new London Casino 
show, which falls due about the same 
time. But he will nevertheless do 
plenty of commuting between Lon- 
don and Paris to keep eye on both. 

Henry Lartigue will be director 
general. 


Rockwell-O’ Keefe Set 
To Take Over Hulten 


Vive-Anne Hulten, Swedish ice- 
skating champ, has gone under the 
management of Rockwell-O’Keefe, 
Inc. She was runnerup to Sonja 
Henie at the last Olympics. 

Miss Hulten is slated to organize 
an ice ballet in Europe this summer 
and, after a continental tour, bring 
it to America. 


Lincoln Vaude Problem 





In Firings by Cafe 


Pearl, booker, | 





Chi 





presario of the F.C. is back from 
| Paris with legal mayhem in his} 
} mind, Fischer deems his agreement 


| 





Clifford C. Fischer, the previous im- 


with Louis F. Blumenthal and 
Shapiro to have been breached and 
tomorrow (Thursday), before 
American Arbitration A 
will start the tr 
tract breach 


ociation, 
yea con- 
$300,000. 


lal of an alle 


approximating 


That’s the value of Fischer's claim | 
against Blumenthal and_ Shapiro. | 
owners of the French Casino build- | 
ing, nee the Earl Carroll theatre, 
which Rose now has under lease, 
renaming it the Casa Manana. 


Fischer, besides the $300,000 involved, 
which the financial value of his 
contract, also wants the AAA to ad- 
judicate his contract. A specific pro- 
viso in Fischer's deal with Blumen- 
thal and Shapirc was that, when and |} 
if a dispute arose, the AAA would 


1S 


officiate, rather than the civil courts, | 


thus expediting the legal machinery. | 
A ruling by the AAA has the same | 


With Billy Rose taking over the 
French Casino on Broadway, re-| 
naming it the Casa Manana, and 


slated to premiere last night (Tues. ), | 


Jack | 


the | 


| to 


f Fischer's $300,000 Suit 
Against Former French Casino, 
Now Billy Rese's Casa Manana 


the income by aading pop priced 
blue-plate dinners in the downstairs 
and in 
fadjacent to the 
With the huge overhead 
amortization of investment, running 
up to $500,000, the net profit hasn't 
yet produced much avy for Joe 
Moss, Lou Brecker and George Ol- 
|} sen. Latter, incidentally now holds 
forth with his own band at the 
petitive La Conga nitery, 
IC found it could get along with a 
lesser costing band since the lavish 
floor show is the major attraction 
Rose recognizes that if he’s 
out from under that overhead 
|must overcome the handicaps which 
French and International Ca- 
| sinos have experienced—the dearth 
of supper biz. The attendance is 
|} oversold for dinners but getting ‘em 
sit through a long revue around 
midnight has been a headache 
contends he overcame that 
fully when he operated the Casino 


bar the Cosmopolitan room 


Casino proper) 


and the 


wr 
&* 


com. 


since the 


to vet 


he 


the 
| 


Rose 


UCCEeSSe- 


| de Paree, forerunner of the cabaret- 


theatres, and in fact did a better 
matutinal gross than at dinner. A\l- 
though he admits that the setup and 


. ° . ; ° > rere c¢ J} fas | 
effectiveness as a court decision. gee ge then we "i uch that the 
é . iC. de P. became a hangout for the 
Meantime, Rose’s deal with Blum- | ; : , 
‘ ole: | boys, what with Jimmy Durante, 
enthal and Shapiro is strictly as a| ss b : at . 
. je al. among the attractions. 
tenant and landlord. Rose is 100% aa a ic . 
a | Rose already has a ‘Sunday night 
sole owner-operator, B&S merely | 


sharing in the rent, plus a split on 
the ‘overage.’ That's 


beyond a} 





$30,000 gross. Since Rose’s show is 

geared to a $30,000 to $35,000 nut, 

the ‘overage’ becomes a matter of 

‘must,’ if he’s to operate successfully. 
‘Let’s Play Fair’ 

Rose’s variety show, staged by 

John Murray Anderson, is titled 


‘Let’s Play Fair.’ It’s a book cabaret 
production, in itself a nitery novelty 
idea, and will be reviewed in detail 
next week, since Variety went to 
press last night before the Rose re- 


vue’s scheduled preem. Wini Shaw, 
Morton Downey, Oscar Shaw, Doc | 
Rockwell, Sally Rand, Tom Patri- |} 
cola, Proske’s Tigers, Stan Kava- 
nagh, Willie West & McGinty Co., 
Walter Dare Wahl, Frazee Sisters, | 


Hinda Wassau, the Rosebuds, Sananie 
and Michi, Stuart Morgan Dancers 
and others comprise the show. Abe 
Lyman the No. 1 band; Joe 
Candullo the relief orch. 

The hookup of the show is costly 
on production as well as on the tal- 
ent budget, as evidenced by the 
above names. A backstage crew of | 
16 stagehands is necessary. 

Rose has been getting attention by 
a special photographic Western 
Union telegram, showing the like- 
ness of himself and his principals, 
which same telegram blank also 
round-robined the town, soliciting 
$10 premiere reservations, Grover 
Whalen was the announced guest of 
honor, the essence of the ‘Let’s Play 
Fair’ revue satirizing the forthcom- 
ing 1939 N. Y. World’s Fair, of which | 
Whalen is president. 

Rose reiterates that despite the 
fact he took away Richard E. Daly 
from the Ralph Hitz National Hotels 
Corp. to be general manager of the 
Casa Manana, neither Hitz nor any- | 
body else financially interested | 
with him. That goes also for Shapiro | 
and Blumenthal who are merely his | 
landlords although, Rose adds, he | 
wouldn't mind having some partners, | 
what with future activities—such as | 
San Francisco Exposition idea in 
1939—perhaps taking him out of N. Y. | 


is 








1S 


Rose Indemnified 


| net 


Rose is indemnified against any 
legal harassment arising from the 


previous flop at the French Cuasino. | 
Tomorrow (Thursday), along with 


| corral that 


Winter Garden’ idea in mind to bol- 
ster that end of it. He'll book a 
Milton Berle or kindred type me. 
as extra attraction Sunday nights to 
biz. 
Meantime, Rose and Chorus 
tion on the eve of the scheduled 
preem, the association demanding a 
$40 minimum for six days’ work for 
the chorines. Rose is paying a mini- 
mum of $35. Rose argues it would 
materially add to his nut, and the 
matter has been bound over until 
iomorrow (Thursday) for further 
|} legal parleys before Chorus Equity 
| files with the State Labor Relations 
Board, as originally threatened. 


| 
| 
| Equity experienced a mild alterea- 
} 


Nixon’s Grand, Philly, 
Colored Films With 
Games; Vaude Out 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 

End of first week following aboli- 
tion of vaude and substitution of 
games six nights a week at Nixon's 
Grand here found both gross and net 
heavily slashed but the manavement 
well satisfied by results. Theatre, 
which used to play top Negro name 
bands and flesh plus films, now offer- 
ing same low-bracket indie pix but 
with a different game each night of 
the week. Prizes amount to $2,500. 

Gross last, week dropped from 
$10,000 previous stanza to $3.200. 
Profits fell from about $2,000 to $500. 
Operator Harry Slatko nevertheless 
claimed the experiment a success be- 
cause smaller nut eliminates chances 
of heavy loss, and games provide 
equal and more certain nets than 
ups and downs of vaude. 

Slatko explained that his $7,000 to 
$8,000 a week nut on name bands and 
other acts sometimes provided profits 
up to $5,000. Bad weather or other 
causes, he said, might, on the other 
hand, give him $2,000 losses several 
weeks in a row. He prefers, he de- 


| clared, the more positive $400 to $500 


provided by the games. He 
pointed out that although it snowed 


| one night last week, gross didn’t drop 


at all, while with vaude this would 






The Berkoffs, Russian stage combo, Lincoln. Jan. 18. have sliced biz badly. 

. . ; the start of Fischer's proccedin: Nix ’s Gr: . , at 
have taken over the Club Balalaika | Folding of the Cushman vaude of- i . : Ptag Grand, for next two weeks, 
P | fice Bev Hills. Cal salad ial against S-B, is the scheduled date for | has Neero films booked. Starting 
here, and are doing extensive re-| Ce In bev S. hal, presence “| the auction of the old French Casino’s | Friday will lay Joe 

leling bef opening with bid| Problem for the Orpheum here, | pyres ra pay riday will play Joe Louis pic with 
moc . ng peiore ) ning i ° . ; os 4 ’ iv re ite Ty : . val 
Scio 1 { 1 as | which wants to keep vaude on its! fixtures, etc. There is a reported | Brown Bomber making p. a. opening 
{ - the cu r > v We 5 l 4 4 Val 4 ) moO =f } ' . ‘ . 
for the swank trade. | present alter ‘ " } $8,500 bid, but Fische attorney day. Following week will show ‘Life 
o. a eee ‘nt alternate week basis. | ' , ; , , rete Rss 
Louis Berkoff has been in theatre SS Wiades Ceca duties dies will also put in a bid in opposition. | Goes On,’ starring Louise Beaver. 
Boe  @. iti ‘ a\ vi \« . ‘ 
yiz here recently. | : ; | Meantime, the advent of the Cusa| Miss Beaver will p. a. entire week 
7 | azen of the J. H. Cooper Enterprises, | an. : ' ‘ ; . , es : 
of which the Orph is a part, says | Manana is no small worry to the Following that Slatko plans to 
Billy Knight on Radio hak teas sivadided Gini ok at tees 1 hei _ y niteries, + n eliminate indie product and use re- 
: pea cna axiomatic that the fickle night loaf- ues entirely ic u »s Ke 
St. Louis, Jan. 18. ver, Cushman’s last show ecnsa- | a \-] ‘ ble §)} trig gant liga 
” , tions of 1938,, due Thursday (20) ers veer quickly to anythin; new ipie film of past five years. 
Billy Knight, old timer in vaude- j tia iti : a a |The Paradise hasn't been helped -——————$—$—$— _________. 
ville and showboat entertainment, | much by the T77b and ibsequent | 
sold himself to the management of | S DS } folding of the Hollywood, and the MERRY-GO’S NEW SHOW 
the Washington theatre, Granite} EATTLE NITERY FOL new International C 7) vhich| Forma! debut of a new shew at the 
City, Ill, and every Friday p m., 30 | Ji lt | had been blamed for almost every | Merry-Go-Round, N.Y., tegk place 
minute is s WwW ; ‘oadcast | > +} P } . . ‘ 
rece ae his show is broadcast | Club Esquire ome ionths ago| nite club ill, is already starting to | Monday. (17). fay 
sales rMV. alc over f > Vic leve (Club | ease olf on its supper biz. Still teriil Van Smith orchestra, | Jose's 
Knight, who bore the tag of ‘The| Victor) and lavishly redolled, has|on dinners, howeve an rhumba outfit, supply music, 
Little Old Professor,’ does a question | closed | The IC has tiimmed its show*Mut| Ratae! Diaz and Reed , Vacale 
and answers skit for the benefit of Club had been inning week ends| by utting down on the numberéofjists and alternate top the 
the radio for some tim girls and otherwise trying to boost ! foo: show, 
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(NEW YORK) 

New show at the Rainbow room 
teed off under a handicap due to 
Ruby Newman, the new maestro, 
failing to open because of a flu at- 
tack. Which meant that the Just- 


closed maestro, Al 


pinch-hit, leading 
bination But, despite 


had to 


com- 


Dononue, 
Newman's 


this, the new 


seq nee ol i s unree'ed very 
i torilv iding retut 
Mary Rave and Nald ’ a 
OmMmolLoOYs \ que, a | n ‘4 mer 
8 | s sterling npre 
ind Eleanor Sheridan, comedienn¢ 
ypening the show Newman rf 
course another return e1 
ment 
Miss Raye and Nald ve \ 
the terp K th in UI i ye S 
of waltz, tango, paso doble and fast 
foxtrot Naldi’s holds and lifts are 
as extraordinary as ever, and Miss 
faye’s cameo charm distinguishes 


this act on poise, poses and punch 
The R.R. has contracted them for 
series of return bookings, akin to the 


arrangement the De Marcos had at 
the Persian Room. 

Afrique, English mimic, whom the 
old French Casino svndicate first 
brought over, is another who has 








| 
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“CLICKS SOLIDLY” | 
ee ae 


—_ 


: * issue 
‘Variety oe 
i 


JACK 


MORRISON 


AT THE 


COCOANUT GROVE 


3 1938 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 
NEW YORK 
AND HELD OVER THIRD WEEK 
PLAYING 


STATE-LAKE, CHICAGO 
FEBRUARY 138TH 


= 
Variety,’ issue Jan. 12, 1933, said 
Jack Morrison clicks solidl 
with his essentric stepping and 


sonie- 


imitations. Should find 
thing in films or legit. 


Jack Morrison, who's been 
around in vaudeville spots oO. 
N. Y. for the past year, now has 


framed an act that is suited for 
night clubcustomers. Lad cashes 
in on double-jointed tricks in 
stepping and Frankenstein and 
Lon Chaney imitations. 
Morrison should attract atten- 


tion for musical productions and 
possibly pictures. Wear. 














| satire by 





seasoning. He's more 
- American audiences, 
impersonations with 
>» of pace, backed by 


a fine change 
excellent showmanship and a really 


Nhen he 


does an Im- 
and the 


24 od voice. 
yression of Richard Tauber, 
ike, he is as effective in the 
department, 
cry. His Beery, Cantor and English 
musi ll comedian impressions are 


nusic-Naill 


' 
} 
} 
i 


us-type English 


be elided t 


c 
vocal 


‘omedian, | 


-d as an encore, might ) 
te the tempo. His finale 
t in impression of the} 
D Windsor, whom the heavie! 


Afrique resembles remarkably. The 


jiscussin swing sounds better in 
than execution. Withal, Afrique 

s enough for a strong spot in 

+ 1 »L- 

class nitery lineup. He clicks 





comedienne, is 
song cycle, 


Eleanor Sheridan, 
back with a_ stronger 


adequate enough for a pleasing lit- | 


George Bernard Shaw 


tle opener. She too is in the ‘im-| 
pression’ school, doing lyric songs 
(all special), although that first 
"4 i is another version of 


iove numec< _ 
They All Ly i, 
tandard Her saga of 
enne, who goes from a 
to the Rainbow 
tough breaks 
waltress job in 
the highlight. 


former Bordon! 
the come- 
mild clas 
Room, and 

recedes 
a Yon- 


then. +} rough 
to a sin 


kers joint 


rmne 


Eddie Le Baron continues with his 


| 


| 
| 
| 


|elty of this standard act. Dawn Rol- 


tiptop tango-rhumbaists, although 
this is h final week tosita Rios | 
has develoved into a strong vocalist | 
with her Latin lvrics. A new idea 


for the Rainbow Room starting next 
Monday, will be Viennese Waltz 


Nights, a smart move considering 


; -2| and adagio 
the growth of the waltz’s popularity | 


n the ‘19 spots ar yund town. Don | 
De Vod the new incoming rhum- 
ya combo Abel. 


SOUTHLAND, BOSTON 


Boston, Jan. 


the first 


16. 

This week marks anni- 
versary of the opening of Southland 
and the engagement there of Blanche 
Calloway’s band. It also brings in 
1 novelty floor show finale called 
‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs— 
Harlem Vers Worked 
Hazel Green and Coleridge 





’ 
10Nn. 


Davis, co-producers, th 
; a condensed costume paraphrase 
ff the fairy tale, which comes in 
Disney form to this town early next 
month. The line gals wear white 
beards and dwarfish costumes. A 
pretty, petite line girl 
Noma. the fan dancer, is the queen; 
Blanche Calloway is cast as a witch 
and Johnny Hudgins does the bur- 
lesaue of Prince Charming. 
Although the Snow White produc- 


‘tion piece will hardly draw in a pack 


of customers, it is, nevertheless, an 
entertaining divertissement that 
stands out in the long line of com- 
monplace nitery shows that come 
and go throughout the seasons here. 

Johnny Hudgins, pantomimist, 
rouses little excitement by his do- 
ings. He skates around the floor 
and moves his mouth while a trum- 
pet bleats behind him. An accom- 
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timely finale |} 
| Latin 


out as a} 


| 


is Snow White; | 


sceenemmemnmianeineen 


; ment is 


|ingly it has already caught on, get- 
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plished showman, all Hudgins needs 
is some new material. 
offered 


Hoofing is very good, as 
by Derby Wilson, a single tapper 
with class, smoothness and a sus- 
taining routine. Some more swell 


hoofery is dealt out by the Novells, 
two lads working in close tandem 





to give the appearance of a solo 
dancer. 

Slim and Teddie, tall and short | 
acro hoofers, have some neat somer- 
sault tricks. 

Bea Moten sings such double en- | 
tendre siuff as ‘He’s My Handy Man.’ | 
An opening skip-rope by the line | 
is oke. Fox. 


CONGRESS CASINO 
(CONGRESS HOTEL, CHICAGO) 
Jan. 16. 
straight dance | 
Casino has } 
and his vaude unit 
almost intact. Switch in policy indi- 
cates that the room is reaching out 

yr new and different class of patron- 
age, made more evident by the drop- 
ping of cover and minimum charges, 
even on opening night. 

Impstus for a successful engage- 
Meroff’s local popularity. 
Made many friends during the years |} 


Chicago, 
After a long run of 
combinations and 


Benny Meroff 


SnNOWS, 





he m.c.’d at the larger film nabe 
houses and at his recurrent loop 
vaude appearances. His entertain- 
ment is solid throughout 

After a novel introduction of the | 
band, Meroff brings on Wes Sum- |} 
merville, young, clean-cut lad who 
handles ballads nicely. 

Proximity of Simpson's Marion- 
ettes to the audience enhances nov- 


land evinces good basic 
ballet, and displays ample person- 
ality in combination ballet and taps. 
Pepino and Camille keep the show 
moving with whirls, svins, acrobatic 
routine The Four Ves- 


training in 


pers are in standard risley and 
| hand-to-hand balancing. 
Working in both the show and 


25-minute 


; Jackie Mar- | 


shall, versatile comic, in whom 
Meroff ha 1 good bet Comedy 
mugging as a soda jerker stands out. } 


Hal. 


LE RUBAN BLEU 
(NEW YORK) 

Le Ruban Bleu, or the Blue Rib- 
bon, is another in N.Y.’s” recent 
trend towards the French or the 
motif. It’s a replica of the 
Blue Ribbon room, atop Le Boeuf 
sur le Toit, in Paris, and similarly 
here, it’s perched atop Theodore 
Tzitze’s Chez Theodore on East 56th. 
ferbert Jacoby, from Paris, maes- 
tros the new room, very intime, on 
a 50-50 deal with Theodore. Seem- 


ting a rather super-Greenwich Vil- 
lagy bunch among others. 
However, no matter any way you 
slice it. it makes for good local color, 
and the tyne of divertissement is in 
keeping with the exotic atmosvhere. 
Elsie Houston sings Brazilian folk 
songs: Marie Eve is an odd ternsi- 
chorean comedienne and Jimmy Dan- 
iels is a good looking Negro boy 
who sings French-American songs. 
He has a nice style, and is the out- 
stander of the revuette. Jacoby him- 
self m.c.’s, hosts, ete. Music is sup- 
nlied by a marathon of two piano- 
forteists. No couvert, no minimum, 
and a chi-chi drop-in spot after 11, 
when it onens. Abel. 





H’wood Troupe to Miami 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Myrt Wertheimer and Arthur 
Childers took a troupe of 35 to 
Miami, where they open at the Royal 
Palm Club on 10-week booking, 
Albert Deanno, wardrobe super- 
visor for David Loew pic produc- 
tions, drew leave of absence to ac- 
company outfit. Jane Keenoy will 
have charge of floor program. 


Mass. Combo Resumes 


Boston, Jan. 18. 
Bates theatre, Attleboro, resumes 
a combo policy after lapse of three 
years. Stock line (8) and change of 
five acts, on a two-a-week Friday- 
Saturday policy, booked by Al Mar- 


| knowledge that 


| tality rate due to auto plant 


| to drop 


| threat to picket, or ask 
| vocation, of spots which compel 
| tertainers to 
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Wonder Over N. Y. Cafe Drop 
(Continued from page 1) night, forced to close at 1 a.m. and 


the knowledge that nitery biz isn’t 
all that it should be in certain 
tors, is plenty food for thought. 

Nitery insiders are faced with the 
there are too many 
spots for the limited circle of nitery 
rounders. Any redistribution of 
their spending wealth must perforce 
effect the balance radically. 


sec- 


Detroit Dips 
Detroit, Jan. 18 
Local niteries are in a sorry plight 
sesides experiencing a high mor- 
layoffs 
spots 
American 
the police 


and general biz letdown, 
being besieged by 
eration of Actors, 
state rum board, 
Nocturnal takes, -in 
have nosedived since a fairly profit- 
able New Year’s Eve, with result 


are 
Fed- 
and 
first 


the 


place, 


| decorating.’ 


| with 


Grove, is ‘closed temporarily for yr: 
Two others, which have 
had runins with the law for alleged} 
selling 


| many of the night clubs tossed away 


several spots have shuttered. Others. | 


to keep wolf away, have been forced 
floor shows, in whole or 


part. Some upswing was noted dur- | 
ing the past week in auto plant 
reemployment, but rosy future is 
pretty far distant. 

To meet this emergency, several 
pots have jeopardized rum license 
by selling liquor after hours, with 
result state rum board now is pon- 
dering about 100 cases, many o1 
which figure to end in license re- 
vocations or fines. Two of town’s 
better spots, the Ten-Forty and the 
Continental, were fined last week 
and the latter faces loss of its li- 
cense this week at another hearing 


Heaped on top of these is the AFA 
license 


mix with patrons, o1 
to provide better dressing 
for acts. Walter J. Ryan 
rep of AFA, charged 75 
out of 200 having entertain- 
ment have no dressing rooms at all 
and that about an equal number of 
spots force acts to mix w 
tomers. 

Ryan’s charges drew promise from 
police that niteries violating a city 
ordinance On mixing and dressing 
would lose licenses. Allegations are 
being probed and action is expected 
shortly. 

As if these problems 
enough, local prints 
‘cleanup’ drive on beer taverns, oc- 
casioned by couple of sex 
and attacks recently, all of 
had their beginning in drink spots. 

Because there aren’t enough police 
to supervise all places, editorials are 
urging a 50% cut in number of 
liquor spots and stricter licensing 
laws. —— 

Mpls. Bewails Decline 
Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

Night club situation is getting in- 
creasingly bad for the 
since reform wave hit the town, 

Unable to sell liquor after mid- 


who fail 
quarters 
business 
spots 


not 


sing a 


were 


are Was 


murders 


re- | 


which | 


operators | 


council. 


club, 
their 


all 


forms 
| taboo, the niteries can’t make }»!} 


of gambling now 


t 
ends meet, they claim. One of the 
largest and most elaborate of the 
loop establishments, the Cocoanut 


and 


liquor 
Curly’s, 





after 
are 


hours, Lindy’g 
having their li- 


cense renewals held up by the city 


Following raids engineered 


by the Grand Jury, Tre South S 
club, an 


and 


all-night 
another 
licenses 


black and tan 
nitery have had 
revoked, 


Prior to the present reform wave 


their keys and never stopped selling 


liquor, 


gambling. 


ception, 


plenty of 


There 
Now, with hardly an 
the 


4 
also was plenty of 


eX- 
larger clubs are losing 
dough. At present, the 


| Minnesota Terrace of the Hotel Nicol- 
| let, with Jimmy Dorsey and a swell 


supporting floor show, alone is pack- 


ing ’em in. 


New Orleans Cafes Slash 


New Orleans, Jan. 18 
Unable compete with bands 
shows and swank surroundings of the 
Blue Room of the Roosevelt, local 
niteries have slashed prices, 
Chez Paree, suburban nitery, has 


inaugurated traveling band policy to 


garner 
Quarter spots have more or 
throats 
entertainment 


own 


some 


of the trade. French 


less cut 
with inferior 


for 


type of 


stage shows. Op- 


erators claim this is only temporary 


policy and will bolster shows fot 


lle 


pouring of Carnival visitors, which is 


exp 


ind 


ected 


start shortly. 


GAGMAN TO INSPECTOR 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 18. 
Chester Dowse, local radio ga 
former m.c. at 


lezvous, 


gman 
Hotel Utah’s Ren- 


swank nitery, switched vo- 


cations last week. 


H 


| bad 


e's 


ge 


now 
for 


commission. 


the 


toting an 
Utah 


inspector's 
liquor control 
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selling 
Sells on 
Other Holiday as 
Write for particulars, 


easily earned 














BENETT LEONA 





tin here. 

House was one of the Levenson 
Bros. chain (Boston). Local owner- 
ship resumed, with Tom Ware. 
former Metropolitan theatre (Bos- 

















RENE JAYE 


DANCER 
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ton) publicity man, as manager. 
Gayety theatre (E. M. Loew) 
folded its weekly bookings of revues. 


| 
| 
| Understood nut too big. 


| WOOLFOLK’S MICH. OFFICE 
| Kalamazoo, Jan. 18. 
Woolfolk, 


| Boyle Chicazo booker 


of the Boyle Woolfolk Booking Ex- 
change here. 

Michigan office will book in this 
club bookings elsewhere as 
well. Office has a Michigan booking 
license and an A. F. of M. band 
booking license. 


night 








and producer, has opened a branch | 


| WILLIE SHORE 


DANCING-SINGING COMEDIAN 
NOW PLAYING STATE-LAKE, CHICAGO 


Management CENTRAL BOOKING OFFICE, Ine. 


territory and will assist in band and | 





American Representatives 


| 
| SIMON AGENCY 





European Representatives 


FOSTERS’ AGENCY 


PERRY 


FOUR FRANKS 


Sailing for New York on the AQUITANIA 


Today After Three Years in Europe 


Thanks to M. Derval for Offer of Year’s Contract 
to Star in the New 


FOLIES BERGERE REVUE, PARIS 


But Its Time We Came Home 


OPENING LOEW’S STATE 
| NEW YORK 
FEBRUARY 17th 
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Philly Burley House 
Hits Tough Luck As 


Law, Union Step In’ 


Philadelphia, Jan, 18. 


Last week was termed ‘hard luck’ 
week at the Shubert, Max Wilner’s 
burley house here. Tough stuff got 
under way on Monday night when 
reporters from local sheets arrived 
early and parked themselves outside. 
Questioning by Manager Tom Ger- 
man revealed city desks had tip-off 
that police sex squad had been in for 


the matinee and was preparing to 
raid the evening show. German did 
quick cover up job on Countess 


Nadja, stripper, who was thought to 
be only room for complaint. News- 
men waited all night but nothing 
happened to justify German’s worry. 

Two days later Philly 
pinched Allen Gilbert, producer of 
Shubert shows, on request from N. Y. 
police. Metrop cops wired they had 
warrant for Gilbert on grand lar- 
ceny charge. He was held in $1,500 
bail, pending arrival of N. Y. papers 
here. Gilbert said charge grew out 
of nitery he and several other men 
planned to open in N. Y. a year ago. 
Fixtures and furnishings were bought 
and installed, but the spot was never 
opened. Bills remain unpaid and of- 
ficers of organizing corporation have 
been pinched as result. 

Final straw broke Saturday when 
orchestra leader Jimmy Jones got 
instructions from musicians’ local not 
to let his men play for matinee. 
Philly union had received letter from 
N. Y. local informing them that Wil- 
ner Owed musicians there coin from 
last season, which they were having 
difficulty collecting. Walkout here 
was in sympathy. 

German got men back in the pit 
after 15-minute delay in opening, 
while he did some perspiring tele- 
phone talking with N. Y. and Philly 
locals, 





Gali-Gali Will Open Up 
In Los Angeles Feb. 1 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Gali-Gali, following vaude date in 
Detroit with the Eddy Duchin band 
unit, hops to the Coast for a stay in 
the Cocoanut Grove, L, A., starting 
Feb. 1 

He then chugs back to the midwest 
for an engagement with the Palmer 
House Empire Room, that dates him 
to April 1, 





Spanky McFarland Set 
For Eastern Vaude Trip 


New act being offered eastern 
vaudfilmers has Spanky McFarland. 
“Our Gang’ comedy kid, plus Jack 
Pepper and a girl. 

Youngster will perch in a box and 
heckle Pepper, who will straight for 
him. Curtis & Allen agency is han- 
dling the act. 





Will Morrissey’s Fair 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Will Morrissey has closed a deal 
to stage a fair near the site of the 
Bonneville dam in Washington state 
during the first week in June. 


Both Washington and Oregon will | 


cooperate with the Florists’ Associa- 
tion of America in promoting the 
event. W. B. Friedlander set to 
handle production. 





Pauley’s Opening Delayed 


Lincoln, Jan, 18. 

R. H. Pauley, who is rebuilding the 
burned Turnpike Casino on the old 
site here, has shoved the opening 
date back to mid-April from the 
Original March 1 plan. 

Reason is slightly sentimental. 
ftince he took over the old Casino, in 
the red and disuse for more than five 
years, on that date 
huge success under his handling. 


Am Dancer’s $8. 000 Suit 
Buffalo, Jan. 18. 
George J. Gammel. Dorothy Gam- 
mel and Austin W. Ensminger, oper- 
ators of the New Ariel, east side 
nabe, were sued in supreme court 
here this week by Karyol Balser, 
high school student, who claims $8.- 
000 damages as result of a fall which 
she received on a stairway backstage 
of the theatre while performing at 
the theatre as a member of an ama- 
teur acrobatic group last year. 
Miss Balser claims that since the 


accident she has been unable to 
dance, 


| burley 


| ministration, 
police | 








in 1936. Was a| 


line 


|highly finished at 


| Hour 


Sheila Barrett Booked 
In N. Y. Waldorf Feb. 5 


After her current week at the 
Keith Memorial, Boston, Sheila Bar- 
rett opens Feb. 5 at the Hotel Wal- 
dorf-Astoria’s Sert Room, N. Y., un- 
til sailing March 20 for London. 

Henry Sherek booked her for the 
Dorchester there, where she will 
open April 8 for eight weeks, with 
option for a similar period. 


IRVING PLACE, N. Y., 
GOES ON CO-OP BASIS 


Irving Place theatre, only N. Y 

operating on a_ two-a-day 
went under cooperative man- 
agement Friday (14). House was at 
one time N. Y.’s ace burley spot but 
since the crackdown by current ad- 
has found the going 





basis, 


tough. 

Under the new setup, everybody 
concerned js paid off nightly. After 
chorus and incidental expenses are 
paid, remainder of take is_ split 
among principals, musicians, stage- 
hands and operator Tony Micchio, 








| Burlesque Reviews | 





ELTINGE, N. Y. 


of the four burlesk houses 
left in N.Y., this spot is still play- 
ing to good crowds. While other 
tease dispensers were folding or tot- 
tering, house was one of the few 
which seemed to maintain a profit- 
able pace. 

On the whole, current show can 
not be rated outstanding. From the 


One 


heights reached by comedy, via old 
hoke bits with amusing variations 


good for plenty laughs, it sinks into 
duil production numbers, only ex- 
ception to that being a Chinese set- 
ting. In this, girls are dressed as 
Chinese maidens, while Bob Alda, 
juve, creditably warbles ‘Night Over 
Shanghai,’ followed by an Oriental 
dance by Chin Lee, billed as the 
most beautiful Chinese girl in the 
parts. She evidences an abundance 
of shapeliness, 

Show isn’t heavy on the blue note, 
although exhibiting plenty of un- 
drapery. Comedians Frank X. Silk, 
Harry Fields and Shorty McAllister 
handle the comedy, resorting to aged 
situations, but by inserting a few 
new variations, get them over. 

There are only two bona fide 
strippers in this hour and 50-min 
show, the blonde Mary Joyce and 
Marie Clark. Both precede their 
peels with vocals, latter having bet- 
ter pipes. Miss Clark sings, ‘Roses 
in December’ from a corner mike, 
while the Joyce gal sings “There 
Goes My Heart’ from tne center of 
the stage, flanked by undraped 
showgirls. Pair smooth on the doff- 
ing. Miss Clark affects a Gypsy 
Rose Leeish coiffure. Miss Chin-Lee 
closes show with an interpretation 
of the ‘Dance of the Marijuana,’ 
finishing in a semi-strip. 

Ten ponies and six showsgirls 

handle dance numbers and parades. 
Line is about average in looks and 


ability, getting in_ its best work, a 
‘Dance of the Congo’ production 
number, 


SHUBERT, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 


Show this sesh is a welcome 
breather from hash comics have 
been slinging recently. Although 


jt’s still much burley, with plenty of 
suggestive patter and biz, brush has 
been applied somewhat to give 
greater concentration on vital ele- 
ments of humor and less on plain 
filth. 

Kudos for the happy switch go 
nrincipally to Phil Silvers, goggled 
funnyman, who authors and par- 
ticipates in about half-a-dozen turns 
that show amazing originality and 
purity in light of recent burley out- 
pourings. They have, in addition, 
one other grace all too rare in the 
bump - and - grinderies’ humor — 
they're not toriured out to the last 
tattered gag in an effort to unmerc'- 
fully lengthen the show. Two skits 
oarticularly worthy are Silver’s 
takeoffs on Major Bowes’ Amateur 
and Hitler. 
Other principal comic is Hank 
Henry, s‘andard burley. Blackouts 
are usual rehashed. drawn-out af- 
airs. Straights handled oke by Mar- 
Roye and Russell Trent 
Peelers are Countess Nadja, Max- 
De Shon and Joan Dare. Nadja. 
who should be well past the ave of 


orie 


ndiscretion, is curiously entertain- 
ng, Psuedo-exotic, not much of a 
looker, and with nothing like a 
voice. she withal has a trick person- 
ality that clicks. Swecializes in Rus- 
an accent. wild bump and grind 


and shim-sham. 

Miss De Shon is plenty restful on 
the optics and has pines that are 
cwel] enuff, although she’s not so 
the art of doffing 
as some of the others. 

Chorus of 20 pon‘es and semi- 
showgirls is revular deadpan getup, 
with gals slichtlv better lookers than 
ordinary. Staging and dance pro- 
duction so-so. Herb. 





© 15 YEARS AGO @ 


(rom Vasersry ead Clipper) 








Hollywood in a ferment over Dick- 
ens’ stories. Jackie Coogan had done 
‘Oliver Twist’ and now Lesser and 
the Warners were scrapping as to 
who should film ‘David Copperfield.’ 
Lesser had Coogan and Warner out- 
fit wanted it for Wesley Barry. 

Mae West brought her 
without Harry Richman. 
mented she was le: 





act back 
Sime com- 


Ss successful with 
two men than she had been with one. 
Joseph Letora worke a in the act 


with her and Leon F] W was at the 


piano, 
Helen Keller was one of the big 
numbers at the N. Y. Palace. Al 


Hermann wasted most of his 
utes kicking because he 
the show. 


14 min- 
had to close | 


Audience at the Palace, Chicago, 
Was so insistent that Ben Bernie stick 
around that after the fourth curtain 
call he dragged out Rae Samuels, 
who followed, and played her act 
for her. Staved off the demand and 
got the singer off to a big start. 

Eddie Leonard. at the 
pheum, jazzed up his holdover with 
a prize for the best imitation of 
himself. Novelty idea built up the 
act, 


Frisco Or- 





Equity agitating a 48-hour week 
for film players in the hope of build- 
ing its picture section. Got in a 
jam with Will Hays over the use of 
his name, 

Will Rogers signed a contract to 
record for Victor at a royalty of 5c 
a record. Equaled that paid Ca- 
ruso. He was a certain seller for at 
least 100,000 discs. 

Willy Passpart lost his suit against 
Martin Beck for commissions through 
default. His lawyer, William J. Fal- 
lon, failed to appear on time. Not 
only that, but the court allowed 
Beck’s counter-claim for $6,478.80. 

Ill feeling between Keith office 
and Western Vaudeville Ass’n com- 
ing out into the open. 











Reported that the western Or- 
pheum interests had bought $1,000,- 
000 worth of Martin Beck’s holdings. 
Intimated that might mean a new 
president in his place. 

Dick Himber’s aunt sought dam- 
ages from a Memphis hotel because 
he had been roughly treated by the 
house officer. Then a minor and 
under his aunt’s guardianship. 
Working in a vaude act. 





Fox Films brought the horse, 
Sunshine, from the Wirth circus. 
Terms of sale carried the proviso 
that Col. Jack McGill, who looked 
after the horse, should be paid a 
salary of $100 a week as attendant, 
with a minimum of five years, 





Figured that about 150 indoor cir- 
cus dates had been booked for the 
season, Business at its peak. 





Nitery Placements 


Arthur Boran, Cinema Casino the- 
atre, Miami Beach. 

Glover and LaMae, Statler hotel. 
Cleveland. 

Ella Logan, Chez Paree, Chicago. 

Ruby Newman orch., Arique, Mary 
Raye and Naldi. Eleanor Sheridan, 
Rainbow Room, N, Y. 

Mayris Chaney and 





Eddie Fox, 


dancers, Arcadia _ International, 
Philadelphia. 

Yanyegos Voodoo Dancers, Cafe 
Latino, N.Y. 


Barto and Mann, Paradise, N.Y. 


Consuelo Harris, Kit Kat Club, 
N.Y. 
Una Wvte. Leon and Eddies, N.Y. 


Ruth Denning, Mario's 


IN.2, 


Mirador, 





Sid Hawkins. Garbo. N.Y. 
Maryon Dale, Ivy Cole, Le Mirage. 
N.Y. 
| Rudolf Friml orch., Hotel St. Mor- 
|itz, N. Y 
|} Trini Plez9, Muriel Welch, La 
| Marquise, N.Y. 
| Carlyle Sisters. Betty and Sue, 
Jimmy Kelly's. N.Y. 
| Sharkey Banar orch., Rita 
| Wh te, Bob Matsu, H an Yac 
1Club, N.Y. 
| Kathlee n Howard, Joe Lane 
{Benny Martini, 3 Musical Maniacs, 
Greenwich Village Casino. N.Y. 
Ramon Quiros, Club Gaucho, N.Y 
Mercia Dvyer Les Parker’s ork, 
Wilshire Bow]. Los Angeles. 
Nan Blakstone, Swing Club, Holly- 
wood, Cal. 


Hazel Haves 
the Mystics, 
Holly W ood, 
vis). 


Northwav and Danilo. 
Hollywood Beach Hotel, 
Fla. (set by Meyer Da- 





- 





| lesque 





McCoy, Le Roy Open 


Akron’s Vaude Return 
Akron, O., Jan. 18 

Policy of continuous stage shows, 
discarded three years ago, will be 
resumed at the Palace here this 
weekend when Clyde McCoy and his 
Sugar Blues orchestra and a sup- 
porting vaude bill, topped by Hal 
Le Roy, open a four-day run. 

Ethel Waters and her ‘Harlem Hol- 
lywood Revue’ follows for three 
days, then Vincent Lopez’s orches- 
tra comes in, 





NY. HOLLYWOOD 
$230,000 IN DEBT? 


Liabilities of the Hollywood Res- 
taurant, N. Y., which went into re- 
ceivership on Jan, 8, may reach 
$250,000, total not including two ad- 
ditional chattel mortgage claims of 
$106,000, 


Creditors committee has held two 





ANN CORIO DESERTS 
BURLESK FOR VAUDE 


Due to the evaporation of bur- 
playing time, group, led by 
Ann Corio, heretofore prominently 
identified with that form of 
biz, is migrating to vaude ina 


which will open at Fay’s, 


show 
unit 
Providence, 


Feb. 4 
Show, as yet untitled and now re- | 
hearsing in Philadelphia, will star | 


Miss Corio, who has for years been | 
burley’s top-money stripper. Joey | 
Fay and Bert Gardner, burley 
comics, will handle the humor de- 
partment. Cast will contain 40, in- 
cluding line girls, novelty and dan- 
cing acts, with vaude backgrounds. 
Allen Gilbert, stager at the Shu- 
bert, Philly burley barn operated by 
Max Wilner, is producing the 
designed purely for vaude 
Price label has not been affixed to 
the show, which plays its opening 
date in Providence on percentage. 
Miss Corio, who has had flings in 


vet 


show 
time. 





vaude before, will drop her strip 

routines for song-and-strut stuff. Fay 

and Gardner are also equipping 
themselves with new acts. 

Saranac Lake 

By HAPPY BENWAY | 

Harmon S. Auguste, N. Y. philan- | 

thropist, who donated the $250,000 


Rumsey estate and, recently, a $5,000 
gift to the local T.B. society, always 
has had a personal interest in this 
Actors’ Colony. 

Parnel LaTour 
for the past 10 years allowed 
agent’s commission to. all 
people who came to see him. 
didn’t have ‘it’ 
anyway. 

Mayor Thomas Ward, Judge Clif- 
ford McCormick and the’ town 
fathers are in favor of a memorial to 
the late William Morris, who really | 
made this burg. 

The Rev. Father Blais (St. Mary’s 
Hospital) for 10 years donated his 
time to the N.V.A. sanatorium (now 
Will Rogers) and called on each and 
every patient weekly to learn of his 
health progress. 

Ninety percent of the tourists who 
come up here ask for an eyeful of 
the N.V.A. sanatorium before want- 
ing to see anything else. 

Dread of Saranac is merely a drop- 
in-the-bucket in thought. ne doesn’t 
get sick un here; he get’s cured. 

Bunny Berigan Hotel Saranacing 
witih his frau. Will vacash here for 
some time. Taking up skiing. 

Helen Bryon, in private life Mrs. 
Barney Fagan, who saw plenty serv- 
ice in Broadway productions, now 
living in Highland (Ulster County), 
N. Y. She is not faring so well. 

Weather cloudy and dismal. Mrs. 
Williaim (Mother) Morris and Aunt 
Ella Berlinghoff, left Camp Intermis- 
sion and the Actors’ Colony to be 
Broadwayites for the balance of the 
winter. The lull is on but the mem- 
ory lingers. 

State Conservation de 
vestigating the 


(Wilson Co.) has 
an 
show 
If you 
you got your needs 











partment in- 
taming of fish at Lake 





Colby, a violation of local laws. 

Ben Schaffer was asked what act 
he liked best. He smacked out: 
‘There are three that I liked, Eddie 
Cantor in the Ziegfeld Follies, Eddie 
Cantor in that picture ‘Whoopee, 
Eddie Cantor on the air. Can you 
name me three better ones?” 

Visitors top population here since 
|the holidays. TThey’re here for sight- 
ing, skiing and winter sport: 

Write to those you know in 
Saranac and elsewhere who are 
sick, 


| 


BOUNCER GUILTY IN KILLING | 
New Orleans, Jan. 18. 

Ferdie Brown, bouncer in a night} 
club at Port Gibson, near here, was 
convicted of murder Friday 
the death of Bernard Carter, 
October 5. 

Carter and several companions 
cording to witnesses, were drinkin} 
in the place when Brown got into 
an argument with them. ‘Carter was 
slugged over the head with an iron 


ac- 





bar during the melee and died Jater. 


| claim 


(14) in| 
25, last | 


| cast of 2,000 and is 


| brought in as 





meetings since the first gathering of 
all creditors last week, and _ still 
hopes to continue operations as a 
es ig concern, 

‘re are several offers under con- 
Pier on at the present time, one 
by a Boston group, a second by a 
syndicate and a third by a N. Y. 
group. An action understood to be 
ponsored by Joe and Nat Moss, 


operators of the restaurant, is a plan 
by which the former employees 
would put up $25,000 in cash to con- 
tinue operations. 

Liabilities include a Government 
claim for at least $30,000 for caba- 
ret and security taxes. This 
may reach $50,000. The 
Mosses are claiming back salaries of 
approximately $50,000. Merchandise 
creditors are believed to have claims 
of about $150,000. Leading creditors 


social 


are the Kay Advertising Co. and As- 
sociated Advertising, who have 
claims of about $40,000. Back sal- 


believed to 
definite fig- 
as the books 
They had 
nearly four 


aries due employees are 
be about $10,000. No 
ures available as yet, 
are still being worked on. 
not been posted for 
months, 

Creditors committee 
Alvin Kay, who is represented 
Edwin M. Slote, counsel, 

First of the hearings before Ref- 


is headed by 
by 


eree Harold P. Coffin on the res- 
taurant’s operation was held last 
Friday (14). Testimony of Herman 
Sulkin, attorney representing Max 
Sulkin, stated that in addition to a 
$6,000 chattel mortgage, advances 
had been to the corporation for 
which he was to receive 25% in- 
terest. 


Sulkin stated that Joe Moss, who is 
president of the Iceland Corp., which 


also held a $100,000 chattel mort- 
gage on the furnishings, last year 
furnished four affidavits stating 


there were no other mortgages. 

A permanent order restraining the 
mortgagees from proceeding to take 
steps to enforce any lien or claim 
against the assets was issued by the 
court. Next step will be a motion 
to disallow these claims altogether, 


ito prevent them from being recog- 


nized as a liability. Hearings will be 
continued today when Joe Moss will 
be examined by Edwin M. Slote. 
These are expected to bring out how 
much Moss withdrew from the busi- 
ness to invest in the International 
Casino in the past few months. Un- 
derstood the figure is about $15,000, 
Moss will also be questioned on 
the connection with the Pavillon 
Royal on Long Island, which is also 
operated by the Moss freres. 


6 ACE HIRST TOWNS 
GO STOCK BURLESK 


Six ace towns on Izzy Hirst’s 
wheel drop his rotating shows with- 
in 10 days and will go stock. Two 
weeks notice was posted in houses 
Jan. 14. Houses will reopen under 
new policies on Jan. 31. 

Agents in N.Y. are now casting 
for shows for Toronto, Buffalo, De- 
troit, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicavo 
and St. Louis. all of which chanre, 
Washington, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Boston, Union City, N. J., Newark 
and a couple of one-niter dates now 
comprise Hirst time. 

It was first reported that theatres 
were going vaude with Harry Biben 





of Philadelphia handling booking a 

la Embassy, Rochester, N. Y. Bur- 

ley stands in Dayton, O., and Grand 

tapids, Mich., were also possibilities 

in a vaude change Report now 

has all staying burley with keys 
going stock. 

K. C.’S PREZ BALL 
Kansas City, Jan. 18. 

This vear’s show at the Muny aud 

| for the President's birthday has been 

labeled ‘Strike Up the Band’ A 


musical extra it will have a 
being promoted 

Ray Perkins will be 
headliner, 


vafariza, 
by radio men, 


A fe 


ature will be a swing chorus 
of 1400. Production and direction 
chore will be shouldggged by Charles 


Lee Adams of the W staff. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Premiere of Walt Disney’s ‘Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs’ feature 
assumed all the aura of a Metopera 
opening. The air of expectancy and 
dress-uppiness about the big Hall 
Thursday (13) night sort of outshone 
other gala M.H. openings. 

The Disney film didn’t disappoint, 
the unreeling being punctuated here 
by typical Hollywoodian outbursts 01 
hand-to-hand music in acclaim of 
this or that nicety of color or anima- 
tion, or ingenuity of sequence. Film 
reviewed in VARIETY, of Dec 
29, 1937. 

The stage 
disappointer. 
of The Magazine 
stance The Etude, 


issue 


portion, however, is a 
It’s the fourth version 
Rack,’ in this in- 


London. and Life, serving as the} 
publications for the motifs. The idea 
is generally much that 


fruitful of 

is good but somehow the sequence | 
here defeats some of the better | 
points. ; | 

Basically, it is all too much alike. | 
The sameness of tempo and lack of | 
pace-change creates not a little audi- 
ence squirming. Maurice Baron's 
skillful arrangement of ‘Carnival vi 
Venice’ for the Etude overture re- 
sults in a marathon demonstration cf 
virtuosity by every section—reeds, 
brass, strings, etc., so that it runs 
overboard. 

Degas, the French painter, is the} 
motif of L’Ilustration in a sort of} 
Conversation Piece ballet staging by 
Florence Rogge’s basically expert 
corps. But the terps, coming right 
after the sameness of the overture. 
palls. The Sphere sequence doesn’t 
help the acceleration, despite Viola 
Philo and the Music Hall Glee Club 
(Vin Lindhe, director) vocalizing in 
their usually expert manner. Tschai- 
kowsky’s ‘Andante Cantabile,” with 
lyrics by Albert Stillman, is their 
musical burthen. 

Per usual, a dumb act clicks at the 
Hall, this time Whitey and Ed Ford 
being the highlight. The vet dog 
trainer works showmanly and _ to 
good results. first with Whitey, then 
encoring with another bright little 
terrier. This is the Punch mag por- 
tion. And for Life, the Harry James- 
Benny Goodman tune, ‘Life Goes to 
a Party’ (Stillman’s lyrics again) re- 
enacts one of those Elsa Maxwell 
whoopee barn dances. The acro- 
batic Carr Bros. with their out of 
the ordinary lifts and  fulcrums. 
blend well into the ‘party,’ the rest 
of the stage corps—ballet. choir, and 
of course the ever socko Rockettes— 
rounding it out. Helen Beehe does 
Elsa. ‘March of Time’ and Richard 
Leibert at the console complete the 
show. 

Openins day business big, but not | 
socko, However, the specs smelled 
out something judging by the onen 
sidewalk solicitations by the scalp- 
ers who went heavy on the reserved | 
seat reservation tickets. Abel. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Jan. 16. 

Production highlights present show. 
Fred Evans comes through with an 
eye-smacking and ear-tickling toy 
trumpeter number, gals all costumed 
brilliantly as toy soldiers and blow- 
ing toy bugles. Number is especially 
effective in the windup when line 
breaks into a wooden soldier truckin’ 
routine. It’s an applause getter from 
start to finish. 

Acts are good, despite one con- 
flict between the acrobatics of a 
Wing Hai turn and the Ghezzis. First 
is a good-looking eight-person Chi- 
nese turn with typical juggling, spin- 
ning and winding up with gym- 
nastics on the bar. Ghezzis make 
good with their hand-to-hand work. 

Everett West, tenor, can hit those 
high notes, especially in the Irish 
tunes. He excels in the final pro- 
duction number, 

Fred Sanborn, comic xylophone 
act, though he has changed a few 
minor items, does well in headliner. 

There was a nicely filled main 
floor at the last show Friday, with 
‘Ho!lywood Hotel’ (WB). Gold. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 
Sock vaude bill, headed by Three 
Sooges and Stepin Feichit, and 
‘Bad Man of Brimstone‘ (MG) on 
screen look like smart b.o. combina- 
tion. Biz terrific at getaway and 
there’s no reason why it shouldn't 


stay that way for remainder of 
week, 

Fact that neither of the feature 
turns has changed much since last 
visit here makes little difference. 
Mob howls at everything all ove! 
asain, 


It's at least No. 4 in the last two 
years for the Stooges and Feichit, so 
it seems the least they could do for 
such a steady hangout would be to 
dig up a new crack or two. 
Fetchit’s act acquits him—he’s sim- 
ply too lazy—but the Stooges ap- 
parently just don’t give a darn. Even 
their straight man, Eddie Loughton, 
who handles the m.c. duties again, 
has the same set of introductory 
stories, so it must be contagious, 

Although Dave Broudy’s house 
erew is being used for a stage band 
to give the layout a presentation at- 
mosphere, it’s vaude pure and sim- 
ple. Opens with Three Queens, trio of 
tap-daneing femmes, one of whom’s 
a wiz. with the other two just aver- 


L’Tllustration | 
(Paris), The Sphere and Punch, both | 





in blue pajamas. All right for a 
getaway. 
~ Queens are followed by 3 X Sis- 
ters. who click. 
Comedy is sandwiched wholly in 
the later sections, with Fetchit, the 
stooge and Gloria Gilbert. Book- 
ing for Miss Gilbert here was a re- 
|sult of her smash at recent Variety 
!Club banquet, and she duplicates 
| here with room to spare on her toe- 
routine. 
close and it’s 
right through despite the 
material. To their credit. 
however, they’ve eliminated a lot 
f stuff that seemed in bad taste and 


spinning 
Stooges 

them 

wheezy 


a cinch for 


yh Ulla 


Li is now comparatively clean. 
Since they finish off, it is half ex- 
pected that for a bow, boys might 
yay Some small tribute to late Ted 
Healey, the fellow who was respon- 
sible for them. Would have hbesn a 
swell gesture though. since Healy’ 


last picture, ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ is at 
the Penn a block away and manage- 
ment would have hardly objected 
‘2 both sites are operated under 
a pooling arrangement. Cohen. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 16. 
present aplenty on this 
week's bill, with presentation of 
‘Major Bowes’ Collegiate Revue.’ 
Show runs 54 minutes with no slow 
spots. Standouts are the Intercol- 
legiate Shag Dancers, by far the best 
»f the hoof shakers who have come 
this way 
All acts work before a backdrop 
depicting the exterior of ‘Bowes 
University.’ Unit band of eight 
pieces is augmented by five members 
of house pit orchestra. All perform- 
rs wear white sweaters with block 
B's, and same costumes are worn by 
all members of orchestra. 

Show is m.c.’d by Raymond Bar- 
rett, who puts no special salesman- 
ship into his introduction of the 
acts. Job probably could be handled 
better by older man in cap and 
gown outfit to carry out college at- 
mosphere. Barrett scores later with 
his sax rendition of the William Tell 
Overture, and plays two instruments 
at once near closing. 

Gabrielle Ellis, sent out from last 
Thursday’s radio program, does well 
vocalizing ‘Nice Work If You Can 
Get It,’ and encores with ‘I’ve Got 
Rhythm.’ 

Joe Higgins and Roy Davis do 
pleasing imitations, in which they 
vary straight mimicking with song 


sinc 


Youth is 


aping of well-known radio person- 
alities. 
Orchestra performs well, with a 


glee club rendition of ‘A Boy, A Girl 
and A Lamp Post,’ using lighted 
megaphcnes for special effects. Med- 
ley is spotted later in which various 
members show their versatility by 
doubling on other instruments. 
Flying Tophatters open with a 
skating turn, boy and girl getting 
biggest hand in lighting a cigaret 
on the floor while whirling. 

Jackie Fields plays the harmonica 
and dances at the same time, en- 
coring with a spoon tap. Méale trio 


does well with some old popular 
numbers. Paul Reed plays guitar 
and yodels in cowboy outfit. Bobby 


and Dotty Edwards give a rhythm 
and miniature stairs tap. 
Stage show is given credit for 
pulling good biz, with pic, ‘Sergeant 
Murphy’ (WB), pleasing. Biz was 
excellent at last show Friday. 
Kiley. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Vaude, not bingo, banko or screeno, 
is the b. o. hypo here on weekends. 
There are six acts and two feature 
films. Customers get a mixed presen- 
tation, Gus Van, Buster Shaver, with 
Olive and George (midget pair); 
Allen and Kent, 7 Fredystones, Ab- 
bott and Costello, and Elinor Sherry. 

Teddy King, mess jacket addict, 
leads a 10-piece aggregation on stage. 
His extemporaneous chatter is n.s.g. 
It’s not original, anyway, and needs 
powdering. 

Van sings familiar character num- 
bers, at mike, down front, under 
plain spotlights, until that jaundice 
green is focused upon him. That’s 
bad. But he sings with ease Italian, 
Yiddish, and Irish numbers, giving 
show a real wallop. So does Buster 
Shaver and his tiny confreres, Olive 
ind George. Lilliputians sing and 
wing dance routines gleefully. All of 


it. without a background, and in 
tront of the band. 
The few kids in the house, late 


Saturday (15) afternoon, bounced all 
over the house, something worth not- 
ing now that the Strand is a flesh 
show, with decorum especially re- 
quired, 

Allen and Kent open with dancing 
and walk off okay. Familiar act 
hereabouts. For some reason, couple 
of acts don’t even get an intro. 

Elinor Sherry, plumpish singer, in 
crimson satin gown (New Acts), 
deuces. hugging the mike. Her 
yodeling suggests night club or radio 
training. Not impressive. She gets 
the benefit of a spot that should be 
reversed with Allen and Kent. 

The 7 Fredystones (New Acts) are 
teeterboard experts. In this presenta- 
tion, although cramped by having to 
perform in front of the stageband, 
have little trouble impressing. 

Abbott and Costello (New Acts) 
supply some old-time Dutch rougish- 
ness, without the accents, for a few 
Jaughs. 

Fiims are ‘Duke Comes Back’ 
(Rep?) and ‘Bulldog Drummond's Re- 





age. Gals are attractively costumed 


venge’ (Par), with biz strong. Shan. 


STATE, N. Y. 


State stage this week evokes 
memories of what vaude once was, 
for the five-act layout is composed 
of the ingredients which were es- 
sentially two-a-day, four-a-day and 
now almost none-a-day. 

Show has a weaith of variety and 
supplies sturdy entertainment all the 
way. Layout is routine for vaude, 
opening with Willie Mauss’ bike rid- 
ing inside the big whirling wheel. 
Four-minute ‘sensation’ act, the Ger- 
man importation has always had the 
sock effect to get a bill off with a 
bounce. 

Deucing. Gil Lamb’s relatively rew 
act now that he has severed tr 
Marion Belett is smoothing 
eacn catching. Lamb still in- 
ject a bit more variation in hts lim- 
ber-legging and make more use of 
his comedy mugging Tommy San- 
ford’s swell harmonica playing is a 
nice bridge for the 14-min. turn. 

Harry CI tink you touch’) Burns’ 
act needs little comment other than 
that it is the same trey-trick comedy 
turn Burns has been trouping fc1 
years. Still has Tony De Luca as 
his stooge and blonde Virginia Sully 
as the femme foil. Helen Lockwood 
also has a bit. As ever, a click. 

Burns has been in several films in 
the past year, playing comedy char- 
acters of nationalities other than the 
Italian type he has always G.ne in 
vaude. 

Benny Fields is back again at the 
Broadway house after a long stretch 
at the Chez Paree, Chicago nitery. 
When caught, the personality singer 


! 
cour 


worked 34 minutes. at least two 
long. Effect was plain because af- 
ter gripping ’em for what should 
have been his logical length, a few 
of the patrons strolled as the act 
stretched on. 

Fields is right there on delivery, 
with that slick selling ability that 
the up-and-comers” should study. 
Just one point in the Fields’ act 
might be criticized unfavorably. His 
gag about shaving before going to 
bed is vulgar. especially since he 
links his wife’s name in it. She, 
Blossom Seeley, takes a bow from 


the wings during the course of the 
turn. 
Donatella Bros. and Carmen, flash 
that is somewhat novel and swell on 
its smart setting, closes. Girl is a 
food control dancer and the two 
boys do nice squeeze-boxing. Lads 
should dance a routine, which they 
formerly did. Elderly man is o.k., 
puffing the tune on his unusual Al- 
vine shevnherd’s woodwind: grey- 
haired lady is a strong novelty wind- 
up with her smart rhythmic slapping 
of a tambourine. 

On screen, ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ 
(MG). At final flourish opening 


night (Thursday), biz was blighted. 
Bert. 
PAR, NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Jan. 16. 
Paramount’s experiment of one 
stage show a month is determining 
just what the local public will go 
tor in live entertainment. N. T. G. 
has his ‘Broadway Midnight Follies’ 
in for seven days and on Saturday 
(15) stood ’em up in 15-above zero 


weather at last show. A year ago, 
Granlund broke the house record 


here and is headed for a heavy gross 
again this term. 

Granny travels light. He carries 
no sets of his own, uses a house 
orchestra and puts across an hour of 
entertainment. With the exception 
of The Three Sailors, mayhem com- 
ics, troupe is pretty mediocre but 
m.c. sells it anyway. 

Henry Busse’s orchestra handles 
the music assignment, working in a 
cabaret setting on stage. Jean For- 
man opens the bill in a brief dance 


and is followed by Elsa Harris, 
singer. Kid has sweet, but weak 
voice, necessitating hugging the 


mike so close a million-dollar smile 
is covered up. Sailors are on for 
gagging and taper off with clever 
rope dancing. Christine Maple at- 
tempts a song at mike but it’s all 
nullified by Granny’s and Sailors’ 
heckling. 

Nudie tableau here offers a burst 
of art that gives way to some fancy 


wriggling by Tanya Lubova. Eve 
Arden’s dance specialty next, then 
display of models. Bunch of kids, 


billed as originators of Big Apple, 
mix up a comedy introduction by 
Granny with their interpretation 
of the dance. For a couple of shows, 
customers were invited on stage to 
Apple with N.T.G. girls, but the go- 
ing got a bit rough and the stunt 
was killed. Three Speeds, nifty roll- 
er-skating trio, close the show, 


‘Idol of Crowds’ (U) on screen is 
inconsequential draw. with heavy 
biz credited to stage show. Bone. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Jan. 16. 
Benny Davis’ ‘Stardust Revue of 
1938,’ here for a week, is bright en- 
tertainment., but would be better if 
Davis would cut down on some ot 
his own wordage Show could be 
shorter still to advantage. And if 
he’d only stay out of the spotlight 

when one of his performers is on. 
Pit band is on stage for revue. 
with performers at tables to lend 
cabaret atmosphere. After usual 
Davis stuff about ‘these dear kid- 
dies,’ show gets under way fast with 
soft-shoe tap and acrobatic number 
by Anita Jakobi. Girl is lithe and 
does spotters and walkovers with 
considerable grace and. precision. 





Then it's Deron Bros. and Mary in 








song arrangements and neat vocal 
imitations of pop bands. 

Next up is Don Hooten in novelty 
rope number that’s good, too. Fol- 
lowed by Margie Knapp, trim little 
miss, who immediately scores with 
high school kids, always in first show 
audience. Sells ‘Mama That Moon’s 
Here,’ then goes into ‘You're a 
Sweetheart’ for fast dancing finish. 
She sings better. Three Wiles come 
along with novel dancing and some 
comedy that’s not so novel. 

Bill then reaches high thermal 
point with trumpeting by Billy 
Blake, who wins the youngsters with 
imitations of swing trumpet favor- 





| ites. More swing by Rose Blane and 
Tiny Wolfe, she an attractive girl, 





| while he must hit close to 250 mark 
| Songs have plenty of yumph and it’s 
la startling dance team. 

Bob Baxter in spot next to do ro- 
} mantic warbling, then last of Davis’ 
‘baby acts.’ 
| 


Masters and Rollins top | 


Wednesda 





things off with madhouse comedy 
that ought to take them places in 
vaude. 
Pic is ‘Love and Hisses’ (20th) and 
biz good. 
ROXY, N. Y. 
Picture not being everything the: 


doctor ordered, another strong stage 
show, including Art Jarrett, takes 
the spotlight here. Unit is surefire. 
Film is ‘I Met My Love Again’ 
(Wanger-UA), reviewed in _ Iast 
week’s VariEtTy. It’s the first UA 
booking into this site in a long time 
and a probable one-weeker. 

Jarrett, his voice at tops, winds up 


the show. He did six numbers Fri- 
day night. His closer, addressed to 


Louise Platt, from picture, just a 
walkon, is ‘Rosalie,’ Gae Foster line 
backing. Other artists do not re- 


appear for the finale, somewhat of a 
departure from custom here. Jarrett 
includes ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen’ in 


his rep. One number gets guitar 
accompaniment. 
Comedy punch is supplied by 


Novak and Fay (New Acts), slouch 
dress acrobats, in hand-to-hand mix- 
ups, clowning, etc. It’s panto all the 
way with an announcement on a 
final trick not necessary. This is one 
of the cleverest acts of its kind. 
Team appears ahead of Jarrett, who 
is preceded by Ted Gary and Mitzi 
Dahl, formerly of ‘Babes in Arms.’ 
Gary-Dahl combination opens with a 
song, then going into pleasing dance 
with the Foster girls. 


Opening of the show brings to- 
gether three different teams doing 


shag, Big Apple and variations, with 
the house line. It is a snappy be- 
einning, with Edna Hall, permanent 
song builder-upper for the Fosters, 
contributing from the wings. 
Setting is that of a _ sky-lighted 


and Brach work before a house drop. 
Faith-Hope-Zingo (New Acts), with 


routine type, are only mildly amus- 
ing and the unbilled girl in riding 
habit adds nothing. 

Maysy-Brach cycle turn is very 
clever and different, with the man 
carrying the girl in shoulder-stands, 
on his neck, etc., while making his 
way on the vehicle. Girl often tries 
to be cute but isn’t. One of the bet- 
ter tricks of the male member is 
riding the unicycle on a small table. 

Paul Ash continues in the pit. 
Business Friday evening at 9:30 only 
fair. Char. 


FOX, K. C. 


Kansas City. Jan. 16. 

hree of the visiting acts get palm 
patting this week, but it’s a curious 
reaction fourth turn, Dr. J. Robert 
Pauline, fetches with his ‘psycho- 
logical feats.’ It all simmers down 
to an intelligentsia term for 
notism. 

Pauline diverts audience attention, 
commanding sympathy for his sub- 
jects. In contrast, he becomes to 
the audience a _ needlessly cruel 
master, exploiting a young boy and 
girl, both suspended, by stacking on 
their respective chests, after he has 
‘controlled their minds,’ four men 
and a 500-pound slab of granite. It 
is spectacular, especially in the case 
of the sparsely clad girl. Granite 
slab resting on her chest is pounded 
vigorously by a husky with a sledge- 
hammer. Pauline is in the groove 
with his showmanship bit of bring- 
ing the girl out of her trance. 

It is not an applause act. and 
plenty of the customers won't like it. 
| But they'll talk about it, and that 
| means biz. Act is the best natural 
| for a draw house has had for a long 

time and is not even being given a 
| ride in the bally. 
| Smooth Nick Lucas, following 
| 





Pauline, is a nice and badly needed 
change of pace. He clicks with his 
| suitar and romantic tunes, ‘Rosalie’ 
| being particularly effective. He gets 
| Retta Ray, cute tapster, and Gif- 
ford and Pearl, mixed comics, get 
over. Latter handicap themselves 
with stale opening, bit turn out to 


be entertaining, although light. 
Well-trained line scores with a 
panto burlesque on ballet school. 


Judy Conrad@’s band is in the pit and 
Harlan Christie dishes his usual 
goofy introductions. Pie is ‘Big 
Town Girl’ (20th). Biz so-so. ; 
Hoyt. 





roof. The Faith, Hope and Zingo 
comedy. novelty act. appears here, | 
while the unicycle team of Maysy | 


the boys inside a horse skin of the | 


hyp- | 





| its patrons 
| aerial 
| Wallenda 
; aude but with a net, in compliance 





i taking hold of a sax. joins ensemble 








j}head and hand stands in all their 
forms, sans torm. That this act 
which is, at best, an opener, should 


ithe best of their kind but the folks 


ithe dog doing most of the stuff, are 


. | WOWS 
; added support of the line for curtain. | new “ 
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WINTERGARTEN 


(BERLIN) 
Berlin, Jan, 3. 

Vienna ballet h.o.’ing from last 
month, and the only name on the 
bill being Loni Heuser, a not-too- 
big-time cabaret entertainer, hopes 
ot avoiding the traditional post- 
holiday slump are rather slim , 

Openers are the Fidettys on 
trampolin, with little to offer. 
Annelie Heider, instrumental 
the house grows colder. As tenor 
saxer, she’s out, while her waltz 
with the concertina is the last word 
in what to avoid. At the xylophone 
where her movements are limited. 
she is best—if a superlative is pos- 
sible at all. 

The deuce gives way to the \ 
nese chorines, who seem even more 
unappetizing than the month betore 
Then the Olanders, a Danish mamma 
with her four sons, do cartwheels 


the 
With 


arti st, 


ad 


ien- 


get spotted in the middle of the first 
bracket, only shows that there’s 
something rotten in the = state of 
vaude biz. The Austrian lineup is 
on again, this time with better cos. 
tumes and a nice drop, but an ama- 
teurishness that is unequalled. While 
the gals change duds, Carola Corda 
does a lightning acro terp that at 
least catches fair. 

Then the troupe does a_ gypsy 
dance and leaves the spot to Unus, 
the peak of the bill — but what a 
spot. No trouper could have _ it 
tougher. He enters in full fish, with 
White-lined cape and silk topper, 
steps agilely onto table, sticks an 
index finger into a bottle and with 
the minimum of effort, raises him- 
self into a vertical posish. Next he 
boosts himself into the ozone with 
the help of two billiard cues, dis- 
cards one and holds pose with the 
other. His trump comes on an ele- 
vated brass sphere where in a one- 
handed handstand, supported only by 
a cane, he strikes his attitude, holds 
it without a quiver and before jump- 
ing to terra firma distributes hoops 
over his body and removes them 
with a nonchalance that wins him a 
terrific hand. 

Hermann 
phoneyisms much too dated even 
for this aude, cracks a few lame 
jokes, some indigo, and ambles off to 
make room for the Sandor-Karoly 
riders. At least the steeds are look- 
ers but when caught were on their 
worst behavior, and the long gap 
made while disentangling the reins 
took the edge off. Performers seemed 
just as discouraged as the spectators 
for they muffed most of the stunts 
that took any real doing. At least 
once a year, Wintegarten provides 
with the thrill of an 
number. This time it’s the 4 
troupe working over the 


ay 


Held, single. with 





with German law. They are not 


furnish the desired suspense, never- 


theless. Their peak stunt is two 
bikes on the tight rope, the riders 
supporting a bar on which a third 


chap perched on a chair balances a 
temme on his shoulders. 

Anderson and Allen, the Aus- 
tralian male team, are plenty good 
but don’t give the folks time to real- 
ize it. A breath-taker is when the 
one, screened by a table, lies on the 
floor with outstretched hands and 
the other makes a running jump 
over the table, landing palms to 
palms in a peach of a handstand. 
Plenty applause. Loni Heuser, who 
generally works cabarets, can be 
well satisfied with her success here 
as a vaude single, though her chan- 
sons would catch on infinitely better, 


given a classier aude. Baliet offers 
two more numbers and in closing 
are the Dario-Bario clowns. With 


less music and more gags than the Sy 
average, they score bigger than this % 
type of act around here in some 
time. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Jan. 16. 

Making his first stage appearance 
here, Hal Kemp and his orchestra, 
bolstered by a brace of standards 
and some okay talent from his own 
aggregation, is whacking out a pleas- 
ing 44 minutes of stage doings here 
this week. 

Utilizing a 13-piece combo, Kemp 


presents a modern style of music, 
smart and lilting in effect. Opens 


with a medley of pops, followed by 


okay arrangement of ‘Caravan,’ to 
rousing returns. Taking hold of 
m.c. stint in straightforward and 


pleasing manner, maestro brings on 
Vera Fern, youthful acro dancer, in 
two routines, pleasantly sold. 

Saxie Dowell, next, gives out with 
comedy vocals of ‘Mama, I Want to 
Make Rhythm,’ ‘Bogey Man’ and a 
stew bit, good for laughs. Kemp, 


followed by 


in some okay 
trombone by 


manipulation on 
Eddie Kusby. 
Bob and Helene Williams. 


stuff, 
the 


with 


from the start. A somewhat 
phase in canine performance, 
Williams works for plenty of com- 
edy and a begoff at the finish. Makes 
a good spot for Bob Allen, bands 
vocalist, who gives out with fairish 
trio of pops, ‘Once in a While, ‘Re- 
member Me’ and ‘If It's the Last 
Thing I Do.” ‘Powerhouse,’ insiru- 
mental novelty, shows off capabili- 
ties of Kemp's aggregation in all 
sections, 

Rosalind Marquis vocals interest- 
(Continued on page 51) 














Ss 








Wed 
We nesday, January 19 






















































































2g 
eee 
R 
nt he N 
Internati = 
skil j 
(ROX national Folli = ce | 
ee SALT Oo lies pa : = = = : 
Sal LT LAKE CITY le nties and A | ingenious of skiing eat tops me 
A red t Lake Ci ITY) lem nun scots a introduc eo a - i 
-ea ity Thing,’ nber s and | behi ices OBTa } ievial 
Are red Pang ity, Jan. 16 ing. to ‘It D does a H beg bi a kick phy. Mo use of 
as films 1S listless 65-m steals th wt Ceci ont ot iin ha “y Thorger unbr Bsc trick oe . 
“i i listle ge Pesery s the J while : or a | 2Ns . re sen’s Mere e glas shots 
also Rg Heels Spy’ (GN) unit. winner, a ial drummer | laughs (Fox). match woes : 
used b short. U in Love’ and present serts plac es am 0 iat for o os “he = 3 ss 
t tion efore, but nit title (GB) imitatio a creditab —_ band ear to ogra eed oe cc a! ve 
Br Roig this is a = been One meee ae group ott rd graph oe : ae ‘i = 
5 , 7 1eW . , ss ) Com ~~ ‘ S é : * | | 
> ! ee a ee om axe a - Fd. arbling pn - iene icy A “sil aa Keith ‘tous MAY 
: ra : eb ‘lit —and rica he | Clips ened te “at Lak ph oriz MAYSY 
er, Ls +0 le ine and ID itary d good an cane | ane of fe » dull akes o- Auer’ al, Bo Uni and 
Sand idle of t isak, are / his oubl arum , too lary | garb, fi mmes classifi . ‘“ r’s fir ston nicycli BRAC 
é ira, e the fle e spott ie Stri e E numb ° y | Ms five S$ spor r ssificati Hollyw: | ss ‘i : 
ing , exotic di eshers ted in tripes,’ agle’ er by li | (with s coup] rting d ion ar H moe me 
eZ. ance rs. of wit Fz s, Wins and sma line, t vi scraw es d qaown s “4 = celeb a . | 
Ani r, rates vhom harle s femn Stars , to iated nv gir oing Bi south tin ywood ce ne, U * algae i 3a 
“ mal tes top Ww s do thei nes a ars . i] outfits girl dz ig A ime t = ie h z z 
ceive acts 2 I bill- Vall neir s ¢ good and a A fits) < lancers j pple lc Oo wor rities ee a : | 
‘3 gy $. mmes are t . ope at rs in pple ooks ork s, he lany uni p 
z woe sma Wally dims ff to cles and. backe n golf Miami abbr s like < out § has tz bra cyclin 
gs usiastic ave bee , failed an, c¢ , ese | sketball tour ami-Bi re- | On his fi ana somet} Page em nvention ee 
balz opening tically en re (oper dtoa ymmic, fk ° | carniv all on sk rney iltmor ; is filmlé act. ins “ofr ikon > a 
We ancing g routi in this tk le 1er Su appear ai , billed | rniy al da skates AA gals pl re, | neye F vhf ny oh = | 
° < \ > “¢ » wee « c yi S¢ A > j . { | pes ‘ £ | : i : ; : e 
| | : 7 | - 3 : ‘ora : Y . bil a rilbo; iance II - Mi iyine ney bf witl 2urels e of rest chances al, th Vay cite 
ms . oll ne yNsisis > ‘a . rs M _ ° P . NV caug 1} at rac 1 Lor ami Bez > yed . in flat _ and tr = ni Ps | ze 3 
= atop atine ec ste of pacity oto’ (2 mc i “F ight 1e fre ace, ndon each) . chatte at dial rying ting or hot Ss impr n 
soline a sacl arre] . 20th-F : Th: | le reight unen , Lare » | cComuC tng “he Coa i, Sek cs 2 
thro can sack ; , encas ox) . yank ake s gi rate iploy chm ic entertai about g and hi and v ie bi : red zg 
ugh nz : foll and a g wil . Biz Rl. steame e rise yment ynt A tertains i the C this vf 3 i st 
: 7 3 ie yond gym d amer, T se, launc probe Announci s his fi oast : és e bills ered f and spot 
arro ‘ yw ho “i bv Lucc I drill omyr nchi e,| wil ncing ye _ | : : 
holleri w 20 ops. Houn leaps | cc, | squas , flower ny sol ing of al’ _e us | | = " : 
ering -foot la . Hound aps | oO ba ash rack er car - oldiers “| Th rou + os : 
Bill Fle adder t walk: use R chool acket ti arnival ; Menrmod tse he Pie te : = a 
: ‘ oO g * . | for itle at C: ig | The yroug yanie r tel : He 4 ‘ 
lid-li loor’s get ‘e Cv Long r dru cont anr 1ese |} sht his ab, A e » wniie ers ders 
-lifter s band ¢ m ew i « _° Beac mma est, trai 1eS, Det le use 1s OW Auer tel pelle cle. 8 are a 
platin . Lilha ; glee cl Ss kiing ach. C: ajors (% , training l “egg hep he fi fe is : 
jaunum ien Gibs ubs j B g, Buff al all g clicks a on ti ill out pefru 1e-wl e. Sev oe fre 
. : its iffal ’ Bea a firls) « S ¢ ne pik JuL a lit. ° ee] ever: JS . 
splays ond <z nm. curv _tne PP “ sy Gri ilo, N Cal M at J and he’ piano Th pee fier a = : 
: : es = — Cor: Grant Freee Y re. ounts Jum e’s off . The of | fi 1e girl are ypes m 
~ ne : : = gens  N age FE ge ain | the ping bac toa ; novelty igurir as W used, tl of the 
: : we > rT | Coral i ng ir skiung i mike r ack a perfect . y | eff 1g for < yell as ’ ie WV , 
: : _ 7 PI Arena and M: 1 ter g.|4 I and t! and for star Torts audie as the | veight 
costu or a aw suffici ts and arrang om p | For : anhatts agi aked Fre ie : oe =| a = : : 
stumes coun) icient the i geme age 50 I ti. the h tan’s at | fake y nau piano, | sabe mast mine ri or 
numb Ss, especii e of ca ap- |S inevitab nts of * dU) }1s 0 : o-hi s motor | t d Fre aughty F Fo Hy | mal a % 
=e sa ns . gements dase | A pening im de yr | tatior ench. Th Frenc ives out nas ping < ne of '* on of 
Sor , are ey uri . Hers en,’ b Bei ‘ Nhite’ | stor w of. ‘] epart sdepaesias of Fr one e's ak br st = 
ia J a za abt ob | { and | W theatr n © ment lating renct n there’ song iches table a hil nan’s 
willo sister asing first | 1 what 1 on th Bist vheel atre. N Id C there | G ing a | h tr: here’s in Ss woul ghee "miss | 
wv tk s. pai a. ook ate i e ok: > du } ‘ parki ’ a 3 hicago’ e | Gar yit } : ain wh “¥ ¢ nem beg a 
: “3 ee me ra a av s U | Anci ing a ago diner introd vhistl] imi- he gi 1ean < a mi € 
= = a = “tate 5 agen xy ide. if | necient Ci 2 Space 7 = nda at | musi er here uced es, SII ever girl m a flop iss OF 
: ces oh be “vel n the d ngs. Fe _ if | (Scere ~ities in Chi a ferris sical e tw by R simu- ry ne nembe p. 1 
yr rc : ated s, click eee sock h nt. C Me sinfi emme | , ~~ aig round rt ; ts 2 : 3 = 
- histieat et with | K ere i rying fing st | progr vel) Souther Oo. 7 daffy sons ag sinald ar to b d the ies to ac 
: s are Ls 1 ‘ s ng nee yle, aj am roun ern F aes and fo “1 ; = 
~ Eg ae ck her zi ed for - ‘ ds ra y nex ussi¢ . ina er adv She cute 
ce d a flims 8%. eir | COI s, W plied t or rei out 65 ance lik xt, and “et ~ | — hy 
: = res : addock supplic xy the F al o-mir ean; d for a fi ano-voc: age le d ape 
ce Scout se . Sandra i lue silk Tie ° nockat ollow e Fou W nute the pi ape a finist ocal n egit. : 
routine mavhori imitat tent- . matters about <¢ with : I G ear planc , cli_abs sh he gri um- | AB . 
es ing aies ie anti itters and a thei 700 . mue yon é Ss ove grimac mae TEL ‘ 
See Its duri . bv } a € . “ clim ip W acrob: I ain * ich-d all f er tl aces Cc Py ar, 
routines enh 1er Wi yir] ; ran axed K ith < ybatics an , } em: ours— ne t , om and C 
As Vv md Ste Vil . = ige > rf a ’ ICS. | e 10k and > ; . " 3 : 3 | | 
are conc a tyro s tardust? indmill | Ge ment of ‘ Kemp's ,bang ai ‘ : . a Se i. =e = : 
solid ncerned so far dance F It. Nice Wo closing 1d (Cc ers yices in n which re is The | Str (Present er oO (4) 
| : : : or ; > z bs . < . < +. 
solid palatine ncer BB ng porch ae; is ‘No rk If You a ontinued fre — "an operatic U0 pM ay cnt a Seockine” 
numb S part , even iss€s any . Tin an | ates j om pag Auer mak wed his z= Hf : 
er of | whe 1e «6to es int noe ge 46) his fi akes g = as = 
: ae st etecivad Ap he v: — ) ans ; good j lis e oly-pc artners ji 
, 2 2 ~ hi a ee ina ntra Tw ly chi rs j : 
had ior Br y in Bus ry’ | parently ilm ? duke has big ance o other: cha n thi 
E ab rown one F urm | ings y thos Nn nous ta Ke dil! rll ina z rn ‘ a Fi 
his i ronchia . mc am s [wag _were j se digni ses or aneous yom ag ju and heap a a is : 
introi ial ail c., apd ous nan s F just gnified cafes on s in s nprom rod gh fan e oe? ae 
bei oing t} iment w parent] 9 N As Ss viper too sur Ss. e of spirit ptu < a hea be r perfor ar ir ad 
ing ine hroug wher tly ew O S evi ers a much round yet > rs Sr = = e 
: = = -" ties idenc and hi for G ot dials toc ace per e Al spon- amiliar v ar stc nce oO irst 
en row e pas mobil ‘ht, Retu New O ans away af ce of s alligz 700d ome o rsonal ler act haven’ turn 0ges, I nly mz 
partn ws. As ast th ile mike lar in of v rlez off t after that gator fi ut of al appex is en’t tk Fe: New 4 ia 
er - ecjct e fir: € arge vaud ans, Ja th only , the fans Hollywe pear ry sand ts iss 
tero . pair sted t rst half th atte ide her . gan, 3 hi e platf y tw band S. ywo ances i“ mi etl i 
rous b engages } ya f alf at it wi ndance ere mark 6. iad died seni ier the . i ; i: as : : 
recen allroom | ages 1n emn me will , wit : arked Pr ed. afte yres—fili TO _— a Dutc mis 8 mostly 2 lay 
abla n slansti so! ne | Mme nt : last hindi bv roger; r th iling BY _ Fe Rel ch, b sunderstan mies 
) hok yiance slapstick me boi ~ maintai st as | ndicati . I gram e ap £ | Si WIN - Uk od 7. addi 7 ut i erstar ge 
e tak to a ickerv. C iS- Su aintains ong a ations 1otes j (wi pplaus Singi NG the — on fun ace 
: : : } oe : : i : : | Maint ) good as mané : la . ‘ just : ith ] se | ng e fat b naly S any ji BS a 
akes a of tl iw ne sest rick s trai stands lanage- asted ak like earned 7 Mins khaki oy st on fur y accent 
‘ phon lot 1e ‘Cari w is Ww act whi ained d dard. line : abou 2 a §& prog P; Ss. haki sui showing ny cos nts. 
; ey fi of Carioca ’ a ay. B ich ki ogs nelud it tw symph videos "Toby ee x : 
= z re vy Ie way. abc kids open wi | of ¢ ing an i vo-and co ise R als. in b nd ’at in o1 1€S 
5 ai ‘ rh : way aren s go f 1 W ith | 25 1 an inter an -a-h< ncert sh est., N , in basebé¢ ‘ater, tl itlandi ’ 
) artist S any wn's j ; ee b goes , danci or j ( um! ermissi c 3 te i = z 
* Ss atte s introd om Oy over. T ancing n big yuts ers j nissic a - : | z : : 
| a nt f Rape ae gZ cc big | Ss, near sin ni yn. C Ours, she c ng isn’ out , but ts. prine 
Whit pts tc ctions | SP P arbl he Rx ymediz blari arly < nine onsis 4 ould “gh Socge wha ss 
; itta » gag fe 15 | SPETS! e we amb dian, e aring. in all gro a istec stan d, ar doing ¢ wie ippear < 
: —= oe and Nelli g fellow catiade pop — aa Cow- | ‘One ig AER tend. ne ase: = ha me much a ane pnb ng pToncocend hoe: and wits 
omics ns. ar ie, nex J Se Ss wi gh, inter Swi \ ock J hot jere fz , but t 1er ] lience as siness 8 to be lective oo 
S Ww s. Mele are a pai xt to Joan V ith w r- wingtir < Jump,’ * tunes the | {886s he sev imite coula | 94S ss, the slimn recolle heir rou 
: : Pe Mie, m sine Bill augh wester | Bist ne i Pp, 7 Ss, W . » surefi seven . ed e a ntly s slim lect Oue- 
: = re a r of . yR 4ughn ern! c;, D n th 4och vere film s efire mi engay y slaps mer tive : 
whil er, Ww ravs mix li ose’s , an ; Sir u Sch e Rocki Lo 1 son: enter nutes’ git aor << yy a 
a ile Nelli , whos s age xed | © ick s Texas evef ing. Si oen.’ ockies.’ mond,’ tw eka UD boo be | = pe 7 
Ss ell se forte i red Civi bet texas c ul. ke g, Si noen, ‘1D; es’ ‘Bei d, wo Ww pene ok in | | : 
Hub ie maj orte is j ivil and ter if ent ate ho ng Dinah.’ , oe ; ) weeks is t ment el ese ii i 
n Fe ert ajyors : iS Jue * less . 1 sh p ennie of oed jz . Whil ah i Mir Parx . KS ul . 00ke ¢ 2 —— = as "si 
4 oe = : a ibe _ late tae jam nile th » and ‘Si adise der ed h 1e | presentati re ace. 
e t Je ists Iver = ar istic tk ’ idacovi ging. Wi more yuld mm the G se€ssio Ags ally ret ae ‘ a | : z re 
eritv s, fail t and G »anter tio ich a : ind danci longs e Go n dr uch-bz g, tnight fe ae iinet a ; : 
e ty on 0.1 -vm : n of nd b up has ing ig, dre odmz ew a ally. | isnt . Even i head Mage Be a : 
= ta | and | ymnass wi tun and, s as P fir agge an cult, i n ovatic tre en if adliners 1e ° in. 
e atesa swines e anv se, vith esters . swell : inky o Ht sed and on fhe ‘ove, a oe ‘ cE 7 
weari a comic s. Dv vy dex t novelt s, wh aggre 7 }ipe lat ov qa neve ’ was n ndab]l ave, ° singing = = 
rt b aring t c of th ver j X- oots s ily and Oo g0 ega- ened, wv —— aul, — x. ia me cn | 
. uilt al ‘ bavey tr e gas-li imner- Bit sax in h pop to tow the . was che me 2 : it li : me : 
°$ f t along li rouser it vi mor ot stv tunes WD | di offeri larac ault, as i aught Miss oe Da we 
. oot sh ¢g lines of ers and ntage Pi e bras style a ‘s, Vid dicts j rings acteristi » as it he iss W aids he ful r- - | 
- s ‘ ~ « e —c. ‘ ss . lv | s Se : stic ap- P< ne —e rf " si 
tum! oes als of an ov a jack ie ‘Tur s would and wart Yio in the Wild- of m p aran a aia 7 
oO lea also fio vercoat. et okay n Off hel arbles. | ut, but hall w eyed swi ost of Ar a recent = 
vt pes, als use. ts at. Two . the Mos p band S-|to r it the vere be swing nbassado! las re er contr ) pag 
s é < exhi Jin his ‘ oon’ : : remai puzz alm i ad- miss sador Scent zen 08 
: ey : a ste ain zled y th iss, he : ntly b to al AF - 
| : a : = 1d biz|; ean pu oldst rough Ley OR as ¢ She is ; een . to : A-ni 
3 ae ‘biz | a cli zzle sters seem. _ | voice sui a thor is a pe wit o 30 1itery c 
2 ri proton ete Plea: turn Embassy N Liuz. temporarily to 1 > Sr eo py es ‘a oaauler & personable cipals AFA pil contracts ji 
ace. N could . Ab! S. e before o lif vhen tli - the | : ‘+r sowar yular J acceptab " “a wes 
™ ecui New hack d hel yorevi- Wa ; wsr so! ore ife. : 1ey anner ares 1} numbers e ns nee | 
) anc pment ckdrops igs speed : fur ar scene eel, N | ne befor the cc Several came Broad 3 Is perfe na st ” rs, and j uggesti ae 
rd nce, enhance Yr and li¢h un | ¢ rnish the s and the f ws f re or ne ws fs a adults Sir way floc rfectly at iaengonny Grive | “AFA. and’ 7 
l- stage’s ishting yn the most oreig | B All-S issic as OV Shame ier hi or. . 10me el ws oy AF nd. Ch 
& he = i N | a] ; Ryo sion. ver, are s as tak e on as Mm: Aa organizi 
| 3 : 3 a = “s ee < ian oe PE... ides his r r Jamme them ecg Magy or thre al execu ade by Ralh nd Chort lage 
"i LYDE M me USS. a” a Miser 28 redo e} — (rin = ought B serge dl band are ve with dated a - that sessi tive ohenal ph Whitel is Equity 
) ips rous , WS ¢ . w.|C and for along an G ‘ ’ a) . speci anc ir . ssion of oe | nN : 
cCOY ste offer s high and Le ount or the j his quar 100d mov te’ and ive og fe ws 2 
1p (PAL UN staged p a vari ghlight wew | Cle Basi 1e€ ja juartet ] ought aM rel @ oe 
J . pale ublici ied ass . ae avto Asie. Les mM sessi ar Alt g a _tave Ev They ie bee s I ond: 
to ACE, A IT so-ceall icity s assor ews | J n, Fr ueste sessic 2 the v area = : = : a ; 
a KR S Cc edc y shots tme! Johnny reddi ster Y yn hk ing S the Me, My ryth sf : ion tc say car A 
: ; r : big vassortt nee lire ny H ie Gr oung iad % the arr yself < ing, niter » be gi to he: eet- 
. -lyae M Ak : g and s Irom dities < As th: odges een, W . Bue Miss well-d angem a nized b eS “is 
: ‘ : : = is ie nea y Ho 7 a " alte ick ss Wi done > ents. i 5’: Tec . 10rly jurisdi FA's 
é orches y has ¢ » van , the ami bez . ont pz show _ jam Hz r Pag wc ing e speci , incl corni:z 1es, » —— ! 
: ye he a " = 1 Miar Borst am pages , chie sessi arry C age, yuld pr g effectiv ial lyri ud-|s enized b Cho on OV 
' : ‘ ; = : i | Jam woe ’ ‘ar prove ively yries, § such juri y th ." rus E ver 
‘ su ek a the P dril E quanti ede t wer yi appez ney Mi age ter . an : : 
: . : : i : ns cs m ‘hie! ~ the pear y. liss ‘ ven t 1ewe c risdicti our A’ juity 
fir ing a fir alace st 4 assy ‘ y if gra > the s e rhyt red t m iss Wi : etter r po sents ni — AF: ving 
ne first of t g  entertai ie com stage with M editori not adual] sedat urrou nt = om : = 
et in hree ertainer pan Ss etro’ rial st Idea y wor ate sur e oint- | WOr g floc . eee: ly “ihe on : 
et center My, *« y of amoa s tre staff 1 t} a of th e dow roundi orks ¢ yr osh ed in hitel ncipals re 
te run ecutiv shows rs .< P n Cli atme eads 1e Ca ec yn th ings Okay as fast as sae nd ; =: z 2 
rs of ew s to pl: he | «22 5 ippe nt of Is off G mel ci oncert i he oo a uses. . a | — ae 2 = : 
hous stag veeks play h . £0, co + 4: r los missi 700d ciga rt is ats, } . als S any ’ and edit by Fe 
: z = Sy : co Elon ent © ice man’s aret p credi 10USeS so for J other she and E ed t sal was j 
. sentati long : oceani g of pi ar P: agenc s radi eople ited ses. pictur unit ose sta “ | 
ith Hal L recent y atic ngest ete anic ° pictur ango |< cv. I io sh , Spc to ure on $t.} 5 by 8 ane . 
eRe vears ms a st . Narrati clipper res of o | and th fe tes soked the e = : : 
he and is yy has” ars. t the | %& rratio pper plz other the M as bo , and t s of vaude | F ary of C sng execu 
ee = years & n cites r anes. ¢ r| for pez usi oked b he Es FAIT = Ch e| Fou ; Chor son ee ials 
his Second generous ass in cli nd pay s recor . charts. | 2.7 - eats. mer : 7 S 
Ww persons Ss with ) every pper : ys tri rd of sev s,| 2.76 ‘quet s obey i 1 a : ” - : : 
: ye “e hg wedeitad. on ll copes Extective! to F rhc 2160 regular se ye ate on Top 8 a Novel ZINGO the cena r was he Dagan r 
ping bh: 1er . uth &- O ateri fely arine lé s on th a abou : = 
and tunes mast Pett nw rial hand ¢| advance e st and h th oxv, N dri . A lined pana 
stage s wit stery Petty ge ar f . dled ance. C oe ‘ a . = 3 
| 2 a‘ e «ad eo ge sold out 1 a Oe . will b utline expi 
Hl tines a the | N attenti , Spani yught ple of out w 00 This i and e ; ed pand 
= vith y of t ew ion 3 anish aroul th of hu weeks j is is Cho pushed so far 
and ennett si ip. voice | T s of D , with P: revoluti ound e tot ndred s ks in edy s one of Po - im 
“ sister > ay ari utio mé 3.10 tal d sta y turns 1 Bey: i i i 3 
both dance a isters d Peruel af - showi amount d _ “nround n° a ss : 2 = = 
~ ae and ar ouble i ar’s ter ing sce it and | Suar at a vith th ance Sj. se, the gi yep mer = oe oe | 
: Z ; z : = ses mate 0, = a e to} 2s 1 girl, i a0 tw y com ranch on t 1Z effor 
. eday that rado T nitract song | sive verage ji ure by s ebout| V2 eee percer & . rae : : E 7 
: H 3 active £ ive, s : : , . va and 5.000 ss esti fair animal’ riding en plz sane ‘fv eee : 
; an oh e attra n song | or showi is mo y lovalis as repor ’ per , sti- | [a'r ac val’s trai g habi play | i7 rs) a s, 52 y. AFA’ 
2 ‘ si | sive, she we 3 re co Valls ts. the rted cent no act of i raine abit. acti Y izers ° nd fi dep j 8 
ra film h snrew ughs com aa eing fi ig arti mprek eveni to h age, G na noses its but ser ony a re : 
| : c aa | se ing. —— sen- | Pres vening, ¢ ave ] , Good ( s of ne ind, t is ¢ £ | Be be ‘ raveli Ss (ore 
f Es va e com pent , bomt y, smi stise vali althc ost m man nly yvelty , but s mly a Ith o active i ing or 
. yne Gr is. re of tl includi . N. of ying ¢ aller | Were fi valt ugh t oney y for vz y dress serves alc utfits : wading pai 
wn singer yregg is the F«¢ ing bc , D. als gy and ge re figu le and “4 he p y on Laddi aude o SS where s pur- sentatic 8 will he equal an 
a ing j and woc is the t ox, Wi ymbing so cove gen- it te A red tc fun ublicity th ies u r pictur e wante th _ mimi a 
: ae ae is nee c]} vith Spat pla rs we - tO hir » hav of doi ue le nz nder ure } ed e dri he c equal un 
i é eat tess eader s be shows / Eric anes of ell, Gor m A ave be oing it’ f ag th the h 1ouses ; ay “ | : 
ere peppy session er of ji allad | H s_ Britis Mave f rebe :dman’ ll arr en well wa iy? | for sor e usual orse hide ge A : nittee di pie- 
ing curtain ~ which its rous Jongkon sh milita ell gr els, | @ nu ’s reg arrange 1 worth |! ne mild ph gen npearar ns - 
: : at - fs rebel | — cular aments ,|'n son d lau} r ap tive | te a ye ing 
: : es 8 _s hom ' f 1g. prev: re of ones Ss wer 4 ie de Icns, ¢ pears ake ara 
mp at is t . ing gi empt @ sa g. apane orces arat speci s, but vere |? bri ance , and ¢ noone "to d te 
op given at s Par 1ese tr s at Ww ration f ecial it he hz rief danc steps -? also tk be ctern | im 
sic entert to a stag- | Wi amou roops hile or th rehez ad | nor re ance bit *. incluiles ons a i 
| iven conn with it nt gral ps at ovati the ;: the ev arsals i is any ut. 21 irl ine Cl dete , ery c vill § 
ens a n ra its t grads atic B au ven S m " ly ¢ icy cludes iorus E orm chorus e 
by STUDIO ie A, — pe i Annan pov ad wag 4 of laurel senna . the pay one it apc to Py Rik speech, dire v4 to : a : 433 = 
rom s of AY ast aurels cessi nd s na s id 43 16 VO; orse . dir . repres Png fn 
io SCA th France’ pris est and fi ssions seve and cl ol an | tj voice i se, of irected tions ; tet Bot : 
ey ce’s Devi soners fire. | ST s eral ti ose of ue it g is sc much ys fav age ori 
of (CAPI NDAL Trini reach evils S, eSscz ol ee eater e e imes f the this ets Jost j » wenk ;: value | PF pes ide In - 
; rinid ed t s Isl aped r and li nthusi s afte is with emdpar i poue | hs "a : 
and TOL, A S > idad em and : oscanini litt] silasm + - ia ie = 
4, ATLAN Phot . Latt porary . when | h nini h e noisi wa ) use of ig hous lise withd cage rive, W a 
n oA os t: ad nds an on as ev sier th as no the ise like drew th int driv aking } 
era Ki ed a Atls alert er in oks exclu at | ha enh voked j an Art i ic = 2 : 
E a an Laxts a ge Japan’ exclusi armoni e has in t uro is stem ry che FA hitet 
: oye * ~an we aring an's capi sive, | Pre ice-Sy condi he s ELIN ee Ch .lits bi rus juri petitic read 
iz = | a exch er mphc icted same | Sens ORS — ar. id f jurisdicti m for 
. sual C runs y Harris iren er, grindi handali was | teri era ny the Phi Se SHE w : “th i 
a soe Cap s < less (37 rison nen f grind ling ring antly . Audi hil nes eRRY esau re nm. as 1e 
wa ap stag ss (37 : Le ought ing ¢ g thi “ g of y you idien “15 . Pay e perf present Sagh ig 
t to Earl perform age sh mins ehr w S flam away ris vect adults ng, wi ce was 5 Mins.; wit rform itatic as 
arle a ers (16 show a s.) | char VOWS ” es. whil fi ators Ss an ' ith vas | St « On ithout rmers nm of 
3 es Sat € ox tae aracte em as ile | fish OTs. Fe and s a scat-|. rand e e pre phy Witl bur- 
eS im | = eS ee Numl w pers some m at- , Bro petition judice,’ idrawi: 
i: Fiyi and Ani inler , a of cr: emor appear 2 ances h ser of sons i oppet Thi oklyn th ma , how al ww 
" ‘ < on 15 s, are . bill the ti razy i istrat agile, such 1 2b = et 3 : : = , 
nn pets 15-f feat ed as ticke inventi e his , | Such jaz > bee cert ha ip and you plumy esent adva , £o tl 
oo t; are oe 5 1 as at ever r tape of ntions s own ima jazz be n made i alla we C ng we ’ sish, medi . agre anced avai ne 
ed poe jaw = . lens nine hey W hicky . Pog — pe poner € ‘yaad 72 band leaders pe hp are ae ponerse Ranbir ' a pacer et AEA te» =r c 7 | 
3 te 2 Tit Pg hi Sky glass _where s “ spott a | . oUt u xyrofe S$ as aul as yy as rhvth stly of the er of St. or asure — 
Sh receiv speedily stuff a ushing ss with br stock ‘ ead | semi- usuall . Vine Whit no : m sor meg te e. suc Fa Soe ‘es 
. Show g ived ly p and | ar g off < rush ¢ dips, ¢ classi ally th icent e- great regi ws. §S e ty n =sque _, ganize 
with ball gets a. resented ; id tra after 1 attach s. a phoni ssic, ¢ ey lez Lope; ing alt regis She has ype, such F ple din | - 
ze i. = a mich a dips, a}! ic jazz. yr «6th aned CZ deliv *gister ri as pz our A’ 1e roz 0 organi: 
: E = a is rd oh ssie, 0 yew toward much ji very ange ace bt s ord ad ir ze bu 
=: dee 7 “pd Wspi gutt aa. the fi igu calle urd ich inclin . Alse or out it | Meeti ers wi 1 viol ir- 
what car. F girls p ‘ting ¢ ith Ki Readyi aurant daper ft tter, | 2 > first : sured thi d sy a g clinati so, sh itstand ing of will b ylatio 
sheets . . . osing irchest im-| Vv aaying ¢ it. or rez ame bz © saigl lis We syme- gestur ation te * sow 90 | pre pect i ‘: 
‘3 iy “gir pe “eng yy stra, ] oyage if Levi ad- Pors and j sht jazz vas prot nhy re whic » caress ymws te ). E board cided < 
a ane s are ar ront ine | rew ge, by Par iatha , ersonr ina sy Jazz cone a ts sm torn z i = : : 
: — mimes. athe: of band ward Af aram ian for besid nnel « y mnt cert | sec omy f 1ides e mik esent ed th P xt M 
“ “ é iat ae een of tk h hans yl? fe om: ror s most e. pez at i ond: 
= ane a cs nF yover in in I . pay inal R the m 1e G anrout ? . mall n pre . of ecs wi ace n vie ay 
ake oe Sv . Ou 1 do i te rench ernor uindber aying o } | usin; e maes : r00dm: 2 dis cot eke ’ : : 
= a = a din French not pecs A eager pr ae fran a = Sherizer George ~ p> acne pl band either —— ous ae a hand Sug- AFA to be eee sen Four Pe the 
jivish climbi: nelud cyclist avor ely solv sull sure », with larr ‘ and oen ist, Bat pe ry yrecent ma entior re chor a in = 
‘ nding ing rop : offer e = Hag ved (als case ene rv Ja Artl lg, } sabe tantiall ot z n Pe ‘ pe 
: ne meget, wns “aged gue s also Pi e js | ae James, 7 tur Rolli lerm: Ily su rill re ¢ Ss. im ravat 
4 ; . finis ¢ stock y rally rz speaki ar). < |don Griffi , Zig Roll man iperic ava na Cc ico a 
z ‘ vi = offers r Tact 1 y rate s cing at < _and/2! iriffir rigey E ini, re | yr ass ainst <s “horus B S¢ 
es = "skip idge orth is by P secondar ? a Jer : ad V 1, trun - Iman ¢ eeds:| 7 F ociates . ub-|R us Equi vere 
strul- nice yt squar some up on ng ¢ & athe fr lary in E rsey Horrv erno pets; n and Gor Aehenrwrr dog 7 wm = | = 7 
: = = = = Bes a < ary i portance a A per wll Brown Red oes } herobete STONES 65 mum . or the a pute with B 
: : os i a eet, iberal fF nty ing +: Civ- - Nee — agen hace: , trombones Rares ig Ty ments ee and Bante ry Billy 
=: i iE a pera ig gs Morris } s: Mar taev. nig : Allen I Stran ‘ VO Pl: or ch hears: mist 
= — ah cech. aa y. to mak . loists artha T iano:G teu d, Br lay Fair’ orus . sal re ll- 
i : * ie son and, ae 102d fi g of wind oes dar ake his pieesh were a Tilto ‘Gene Kru! Cc ookly Che air’ rev Ss girls quir 
’ Y. aus a 7 al- V : a o axe Joh n. voce: ruhba oat oP = i | 
: "pa boots J ose oor ¢ window ¢ bres ing t ty phone: Johnny oca a. | tee is act. T rus Equi e at t} ‘ his ‘ : 
per yy re doing #,- ith the ye oo -. A amindiy — a — _ ~ a C wes Mr list. So- Co terboard ropnotch bal mi minim m : = ce 
3 E et me — Em suena’ & ,|nhon arry Ga illiar _ soprane ostume >xpert yalane ret init as dem: Manena 
ie p. Lin da cor to an brood ith a Be Pi pack ding one. yarney, | ms, trur )} and es are s in fas ers and 1earsal num, s landed a $ >. 
¢ e pranc nfbo so old| b of 10 ston toy on. frex ‘ Good y, baritc pet. : yellc > embroi ast rout : will Sal pay , Six-day w ont 
es bac} soft sho eauti pups vy terri ak | cle man ‘ yne sa? prope ahting rouse ‘Wi : SS = 
a cf ie te te w-- In inte te saxo- } s} r lighti are tl! ed, br« | out ave a $3 se says c and 
rown Chris tow aring } iami, bat and | Ger os Tedd cludes should age “back ue srg a ¢ 
a Ee t Mia fg Re | ¢ ne Kr ddv Wil s Good apr make gy and bi > Wit we e Ch- week snow 
stma OV Sc outfi tet. Ina. d ilson, . aman pe ara ail fiashy « yacky h yuld be — gem: 
s trees for —~ pe in ee eas Daal te mg ano, and Shepherd pon ao : 5 eee : 
200-foot heey Meronrg Hamont nton, vibr the cuar Pha cad by br acular | pick Lytle -adig rus Fait = 
slaze, | line » swing: soem -and a. is high. om ider who git ny but = c but a a 
, rs, fore ywell : chair mm teete iolds i. : nn ane = 
emost in ants Re trick -terboard le a | rg tame rie ic 
oo OCe etd »e ’ r « *¢ - we ; ots 
nei Pcs yoo good aps. Also | Labor R ~ aa 2 ae ‘he 
band on in cram here, despi | ferenc elations B mt ie Nat a 
fin eh Bh ypc Bie pite per- attor es are bei oard, In Soom gy nal 
owing to | Sta ney, Art ing held w gg See 
Shan tated th: ae eld} } 
" Chorus ite Rose h sarfield H othe 
i a ’ ag 
quity pelos i ke 
re his . 
tis books, 


























in connection wi 
show, 


Numerals 








NEXT WEEK (Jan. 24) 
THIS WEEK (Jan. 17) 


th bills below 
whether fulj or spl 


indicate o 
it week 


ariety Bills 


pening day of 








RKO 


a ntrniissesisieees.. 









































BOSTON ' nny O'Dea 
Memorial ( >) CINCINN ATI 
Ch His { g Shubert «32> 
}! ) Wond 5 D Byton Girls 
] Ro Wyse J 
f i rT | kK Murr ‘ «& ) 
‘ Sunn O’ Dea 
A ( ) ! bd 
i ) { +) 
¢ r Hale G s | 1 Girl Wy 
1 Aloma | Red Skelton 
| CLEVELAND 
( W na Palace (21) 
s i Ba Ethel Waters Co 
XM t Au | (14) 
CHICAGO | Phil Spitatny Ore 
Chicago (21) | COLUMBUS 
D0( ) | Palace (21) 
S 1] | Don Cummings 
1) i | Stooges 
Ni a A I dy t Ray Hutt, n 
qr \ nCo!l SCHENE( TADY 
(14) | Proctor’s (20-22) 
Ro 1 Wa kik Nights 
h TROY 
. re) j Proctor’. (20-232) 
i> | Beal j Hi ) 7 Rad \\ | 
AT THE 
NEW YORK ROXY 
NOVAK and FAY 
SCHIEN and ENGLERT 
ir. LEDDY & SMITH 
Se eel 
oew | 
NEW YORK CITy PITTSBURGH 
State (29) Stanley (21) 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Herbert Renard 3 RICHMOND 
> mVat | Loew's (°1) 
c ’eQ & Lewis | H’wood Hotel Rey 
Jack La Rue | WASHINGTON 
Vinee ernett | Capitol (21) 
Count Basie Ore Stafford & Louise 
EVANSVIT LE Dolly Kay 
Majestic (20-22) Senator Ford 
Havana Holiday Milt Britton Ore 
P | 
! 
aramount | 
NEW YORK CITY Chezzis 
Paramount (18) red Sanborn Co 
Fred Waring Ore Clyde McCoy Co 


BOSTON MINNEAPOLIS 


. enpelttan (21) Orpheum (1) 
Mirth & Mack Ted Lewis Ore 

G Ri 1k ta Ina SAN ANTONIO 
Jack Major Majestic (21) 


BUFFALO Dave Apollon 
Buffalo (21) » H’wood Co 
f Cherniavsky George Lyong 
CHICAGO Cass Daley 

Chicage (21) Maxine Lewis 


Eds 
Jose 





Lt . 
1 War 


1 & Draper 
TOOTING 
Granada 


.< 


tubio S 
1) ALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 


err 
| 


a 


Fivoli 
j Hu 
Ramon & Ma 
1 ( it 
bb Wa 
sill 7 


OP es 


Rarney Gallant's 


By i ? { 
rl (a 

Bla s 

Bertolotti’s 

Joe Hemb s Or 
Angelo’s Rhu ba Bd 
I Col 
Tune ¢ ’ tl 
Anne W! > 
> Little § 3 
Laura Deane 
Renee Villon 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Ann Courtr 
Spike Harrison 


Emme 
( is K 
Margar 


Jerry 


tt Casey 


Henry LaM irr 


Jack Arnold 
Sid Haw} ns 
Jerry ivan 


Black Cat 


Betty Wall r 
Diamond T.i] 
Amanda Ra 


Rudy Smith 


Caliente 


3eth R tborn 
Helen Shaw 

Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sigs 


8 Rhythm 


‘aliente Cabe 


Bovs 


leros 


Casa Manana 


Abe Lyman Ov. 
Joe Candullo Ure 
Dr Rock ell 
Sally Rana 
Morton Downey 
Wini Shay 


Osear Sh iw 





Phil Spit ‘Inv Ore oa Conga 

Dale Winthrop sob Ripa 
Oriental Lydia & Jaresco 

Tip Tan Toe Max & Gang 
DETROIT SPRINGFIELD 

. Michigan (21) Paramount (21) 

Earl ‘ope & DH NT G Rey 


eT 
Warner 





Steppin Metchit 
3 Queens 


BROOK LYN 
Strand (22-23) | 


Lueas X Sis 
PHILADEL PHIA WASHINGTON 
Earle (21) | Earle (21) 
Jud (Cano, i 5 Toppers 
Annia & Zeke Read Donahue & Pal 
Benn Rubin Benny Baker 
(14) Andre Marce}] Co 
Tin & Irene Wvyon Murray 
Benn Raker tosamonda 
Tiotise Massey Co (14) 
Ray & Trent Clyde Tucas Ore 
Reynolds Skaters dna Strong 
Jones Tee Lowe-Hite & § 
PITTSHY RGH Bob Flinen 
Stanley (21) YORK 
Hal Kemp Ore Strand (21-22) 
(14) Hector & pP ils 
2 Stooges Ray & Harrison 
Gloria Vilbe 


bert Farrell-Boya Co 


Independent 


CHICAGO Tommy Martin 
S} post 


ate Lake (21) ‘oria Day 
Rome & Wood Readinever (2) 
Bill Anson KANSAS CITY 
Slim Timblin ¢ rm) Fox-Tower (21) 
R H MeCabe Norman Bros 
a Wileox | Fred 7 lhiner Co 
INDIAN \POLIS MEMPHIS 
Evrie (21) | Orpheum (22-25) 
T Weems Ore ‘Jan Garber Ory 


London | 


ee —_— 
Week of January 17 
foria D. OH. 


4. } BR’ way OVS & R 
"ows s Pp 


Clo 


Canterbury MM. Hi. 


ercellys 


EAST HAM 
Ist half (17-19) Granada 
Henri Vadden Ralzer Sis 
Susan & p Frank Wilson 
24 half (209 22) Drury & Ramond 
Ju-lLio-San ISLINGTON 


Bulvonos 
Dominion 
Norman Long 
Breier Tr 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaument: 
Radeliffe & Rogers 
Charmataa™ ae Pp 
CLAPHAVW 
Granada 
sou Clark 


Blue Halt 

Ist half (17-19) 
Tu-Lio-San 
Bulvonos 

2d half (20-22) 
Henru Vadden 
Breier Tr 

LEYTONSTONE 

ialto 

Karmanow’'s D 
3 


ogs 
Lindnerg 


Folin 






Com Patricola 
Stan Kavanagh 
Will West & M 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Mrazee Sis 
Proske’s Tigers 
Hinda W issau 

» Ros buds 
Sanaini & Michi 
Chateau Moderne 
sert Mann 

Billie Ble 

Dot Wexler 
Connie Maxwel] 
tobbie lave 
Madame Jean 


Carolyn Pot ter 


Club 


Gail © 
Francine | 
Jean Par! t 
ix i, 


Marie 


trroll 


turie 
Doher? 


‘Tub 18 


G Andrews 
Jack %4 
lat 

Jerry 
Mrank 
Jerry 


Lillian 


Vhite 
Tia 
Blan 
froeba 
}iruger 


Fitz 





Cavalier 


Channie Durante 


Or 


aang 


Ore 
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h ird 


Club 52a st. 
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Dorothy 
Helen 
Jewel 
Estella Vir 
Ann Howe 


Sernice 


ings 
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Ma 


Gene 


rT 


Or 


Xine 


Donahue 


Horton 


Club Gauche 
Loa Gauchos Ore 
famion Quiros 
Candido «& Miontes 
Jenia DPobed i 
Carmen Rody rule? 


Club Normandie 


Ruddy 


Joan 


I] 


Wagner 


Orc 


Club y umurt 


Eliseo (ire, Ore 
Amando ¢ tstro Or: 
Rosita Ortega 
Mane] ’ 

Teddy Rogers 
Rosita Rod; 


Cotion Ciab 


(ab Cailowa, Ore 
Gill Robinson 
Tip, Tap « Toe 
Avis Andrews 
Tramp La 
Vodery’s Ju leers 
(hor \lateears 
Teddy Hiale 
Tondeleyo 

Dv namrte FHloot er 
reddy Janes 
Maa Johnst nm 


Don 


Nuri Sis 


Sevillanags 


Jose & Patric] 


FE} Chice 
Alberto Oo C 


a 


Provin 
Week of 


ABERDEEN 


+ te ase, 


NEW YORK CITY 


! 


| Hotel 
| 


| Ish 


| : I Ss 
} I rd 
Ward «& Draper 
WOOLWICH 
| Cranada 
Ana Bad 


cial 


~ 
17 
Al rRINGHAM 
Regal 
«& Whaley 
: I yn 


Ire I’? > 
Ail DDERKSFIELD 


tits 
\ Juve Ba 
IPSWICH 
Ritz 
turn lla n 
KINGSTON 
Union 
‘tton Bad 


Cabaret Bils 


ee 





Rudolf d@'Avalog 
iu 0 Alua 

El Dorada 
IS@ Flae Ore 
Freddy Bernard 
Carters 
sia 5 Ru ns 
sarbara Reynolds 


El Toreador 
Ore 


aa 
aro 


& Ma 
De ¢ 
Pellin 


ardo 
iti & 
Famous Door 
uis P 1 Ore 
Art Tat 
Garbo 
Emil Rom ino Ore 
Mickey Ba, ley 
Burgone & B 
v Johnson 
i Hawk 
Greenwich Village 
Casino 
O'Hara 


ihe 


us 


Ore 
RY. 0k 
Maniacs 

Kathleen 


Howard 


To m Bruno 
rt 


Benny Mat 
Havana- Madrid 


Don G Iberto Ore 
lose Man inereg 
Marita Iellin 
Mercedes ¢ o 


Antonita 

Juan Martinez 

7 Senoritae 
Jeronimo Villarino 
Cesar Tapia 
‘‘arlog Vivian 
Castro Sis 


Hawaiian Yacht 
Club 


Sharkey Banana Or 
Rita White 
ob Matsu 
Hickory House 
Toe Marsala Ore 
Peppers 
Adele Girard 
Blu Drake 
Peggy Newton 
Hote} Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 
J&E Vernon 
Hotel Astor 
Sande Williams Ore 
Hotel | 
ri 


se 


tlue 


selmont- 
uza 
~“onny 
Mar 
Bache 
Hotel Biltmore 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Rob Meoy 
Larry “otton 
Lssbeth Hughes 
Art Carney 
Jerry Bowne 
{ Kings 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Will McCune Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Tommy Dorsey Or¢ 
Kdythe Wright 
* Esquires 
Jack Leonard 
low ¢ istaldo 


Al St 


Kendis Ore 
Jane W alsh 


iuis 


j in 
Hote} Edison 
Blue ore 
Hotel Mou- 


Rudolf Ore 


rrs 


Barron 
Fissex 
rin! 
Goy, 
Kiddie g 
Hotel 
am 
& Nol 
Hotel McAlpin 
1 Messner Ore 
D' Arey 

& Mennen 
Hotel New Yorker 


| im Gray 


ine Ore 


Lincotn 
Jones Or c 


Noll in 


leanne 
(sonzales 


‘ fore 
Roberis «& Farley 
Russ Jones 


IY Wilke 
Hotel Park Central 


Dorot ns 


Jerry Blaine Orc 
iene Marve, 
Knters «& Borgia 
Jack Mor? son 
Tanner & Thomas 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Bob « reshy Or, 

t4yY Raudur 

Nay Weber 


Hotel Piccadilly 
Jeno Bartal Ore 


ee, 


vhibillaaientpinaee! 
January 


| 
| 


Clinton | 


{ 
| Hote! Pierre 
Nat 


Betty Bry int 

Bote! Plaza 
Nddy Duchin Ore 
Paul Draper 


Hotel Ritz-Cariton 


reddy Martin Ore 
Holland & Hart 
Vi Mele 





Hotel Roosevelt 
; Guy | Ombardo Ore 
wela Ore 
tote: Savoy, Plaza 


Luke 


Gerry Morton Ore 
Mitzi May fair 
Alfredo & Dolores 
| Don Alfonso Ore 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
rill Fru shes Ore 
ek Iph 
Hotel St, Moritz 
re h Gon iles Ore 
I nm Ore 
e \ nonte 
t nmioeeé& lordon 
Hotel st. Regis 
Co in Ore 
E nan 


Motel Taft 
‘eo. Hall Ore 
Silly Dawn 
Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
Re ian 
\ e Cug 
'i& L 


We? 


) 
i 


Ore 
it Ore 
Petler 


«& Jeanne 
ymingt 
Wellington 
Mayehoft Ore 
Hotel White 
tkeur 


Kve S 
Hotel 
id 


mn 
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\ huk Or 
yj Orc 
i } 
I Devereaux 
| urice & Crance 
Ja ueline Mignae 
Emilie Gregoire 
Janets of } rance 
d Cole 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
i Sou t apello Ore 
| in Small Ore 
| iontmartre Boys 
| i'y Lane 
I; ® Walterg 
| Leslie 
| Gladys lave 
| Santos @ Mivira 
irter & Schaub 
isu ink 2 
| Suzanne & Christine 
11 tr & Fedora 
( reette. 
| | bel Brown 
|! “SY De La Plante 
Lillian Craig 
| Danny Wi 7Zzins 
John Rock wood 
| lira Yarnell 
| Vaugh Comfort 
| Kit Kat Club 
| Maurice Rocco Ore 
i} ‘ onsuelo Harris 
Dorothy Salters 
Dorothy Rho les 
Hiotcha Drew 
Silly Gooding 
I h & Dash 
i John ¢ ooper 
| Audrey Thomas 
| earl] G ines 
Larue 
| Eddie Davis Ore 
| Joseph Sm th Ore 
j (iraziella Parraga 
Julie Gillespie 
| Ia Conga 
Geo Olsen Ore 
l’anchito Ure 
Hilda Salazar 
il Can y 4 
Ia Marguise 
Karol Kane 
Trini Plaza 
Muriel] Welch 
rank La Salla 
Silvertone 3 
Marla l’orbes 
Mrank McFarlane 
Dolores Rogers 
‘ela Lee 


Laure!-in-the-Pines 
(Lakewood, N. J.) 
Jerry Livingston Or 


le Coq Rouge 


Don Marton Ore 
Murray Driscoll Or 
} The Great Maurice 
| Le Mirage 
Harry Horton Ore 
Van Smith Ore 

| Maryon Dale 

I} tay Cote 

VoMace Naughton 

| 


Leon & Fuddie's 


lou Martin Ore 
Mddie Davis 
Una Wyte 
Ir Adrian 
Vickers 
Haines Tate 
Nelson's Cats 
\ddison Bailey 
ay Douglas 

Le Ruban Bleu 
iH 
Hisie 


lean 


| . 


& § 


erbert Jacobs 
Jfouston 

Marie Kye 

limmey Daniels 

Little Old New York 


Joe Howard 
lddie Leonard 
Lea Barbary 
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Brandwynne Or 















Arthur Behin 
Bob Millikin 
















LOS ANGELES 


\mbassador Lounge 


| Bill Roberts 
Bali 
‘ orge Miller 
| rug Fletcher 


} 


| Beverly Wiltshire 
Nick Cochran 
' Debutantes 
Muzzy M ircelleno 
led FioRito Ore 


Biltmore Bow) 
Grier Ore 

|} Julie Gibson 

| The st ipletons 
Trojans 

Paul Regan 

Nelson's Marionet’s 

Diek W ebster 

3 Rhythm Rascals 
Cafe De Paree 

Hilly Me Donald 

‘Alayette & Lay 

| Cale internationals 


| 


firmmy 


Or 


Foe Venti Ore 


hreth Wilson 
“atoline Mason 





Danny Montgy mery Teddy Moorg 
Chet Dougherty Omar's Dome Marguerite Lewis Miller & Millard tose Venu 
Merry-Go-Round " Thora Maithaison La Costa & Lolita Viola Klais i) Ore 
Al Apollon Ore cporse Redman Ore Marguerita del Rie | 1, ving Braslow Ore Thelma Cavaties 
Leo Deslys Ras Lemen Juan de Martinis Marie LaTell Martinelli Ma, c 
Demar & Ivena Kathlyn Miller Seven Seas — gm zs panes ' dv ne 
Mirador Scaries & Lene Lily Gibson Jack Hutchinson ee ee 
Johnny Powell Ore | “S!ene Linde Honolulu Dancer Silver Lake Ina Weber's Hot Brag 
Don Azplazu Or Pacific Sunset Club | Jimmy Lowell Co (Clementon) (Camden) 
nine a George & Nanette Somerset House Bill Honey Ore outs Chalkin Ore 
Ruth Denning \nnabelle Lee Janet Jordan Mary Clifford Tern 
“ “tay! Peggy Page Jack Ow ens Tony Senna I «J Shoiron mmep 
Mon Paris 3 Bara Swing Club Elliots lack Mo S 
Oscar Calvet Ore Kay Cameron Helen King Martha Kave , Bailey 
Charles Murray Ore Dolores Del Ray Nan Blackstone 1214 Ciub P & pPkle Dancers 
Jim Miller Geo Ball Rey Hal Brown ——— ; ‘ ae ora ve 
Al Glasser Ruddy LaRue Frankie Gallagher ( liff'd. Jackson & M | f'tlbert & ¢ liire 
Johnny Adams \l Heath Ore ; Sp Joan Vickers j Pepple Zintie 
, vk Dorothy Roberts Bubbles Shelby Ss &© Franz] 
lori’s Palomar Arden Sis liloney Rk Ir Instrun ntal g 
Lou Ferris Ore Are a eee Louise Rozella | ilse Hart 

| ¢ ; wre red Thompson Orc 

The Oaks | & Ro rta re iOmMmpson € Flo Hodg | HH > kK a 

| Al Lambs Ore 11 \Hen lopsy's | 4 Kennedy } Sid Golden 

| l'omm L.viman | loh ' I> > & | Alice lett - ( di | Eldorad " 

“ene Arch | & Rauel Judy Lane ;/ mM 
. a : | Bla i bangi ¢ lub 
Onyx Club .* “ : at O's . - Doe Hrya 
' | Paris inn Chu ody Ore 20th ¢ entury Tavern ec J r Org 
Stu ; t One j Arnold Sis . ' | : Or: j sol bp ] 
ine l in Bi in “Ortino Ore . 1 4 tn \ WW 
I \\ me) ( Imbo ji bart nston Johnny & «G 8 } 
: ’ ! | PENEE . . | Leor Rice \ ; ‘ 
| 1 ‘ \\ ‘ X& Is 
Paradise Ken Henr nm Agnes Jol nson ly k R h i > 
Jay | reeman Ore »>& V ncia | Trocadero | + MW We bine - 
} fiarold 3 c : , 
» W ; Rr i i ! Garwood Van Ore | , ‘ = KR \l 
Baker Centu _ hat chin - 
> & Mann Parrish Cafe 

Jeri Withe. CHICAGO oe Hae ae Hildebranat’s 

Walter [Lo gr = ae ae , D Steir 

ey ; Sullivan | Blackhawk Rotel Brevoort } Patsy Evayr ‘ ‘ . 

: lis j | ne latte te 

Helen Del] | Kk K r Orch Jaros Sig lG ae ae ’ ronald 7 "pson 

‘ynthia Cavanaugh Loyanne & Renarg | Marl Smith opens |} Raths) i 

Shannon Dean Je And g | Comm dore Duo Dutkin’s Rathskeller | Bobby lee o 

7 aaa Joe Parlato Richard @ Monoatss | ' Parakean 
Place Elegante Cher Puree pie ' # € Club 4 iWrahkeet 
+a ® Palerno Ore | Hotel Congreas J obert & Maxine Ma Ty md 
Farre!] pM Richman j (Casino) j Rinaldo Kay Carroll 
“ehh Sash | Girace & Nikko = i Rey | Eleanor Lane oe. :, 

hy ‘nN . igle Is Dig . Renny leroff tey I Victo: N, son Ore | ~ ’ in 

ack R : \\ is Drake Hote} Tank Pont} “ey \ ; 

! » 4 inglos! i | (Gold Coast Room) Bm 

> B ! n | foe ; oO 2l Club Bing 
° tc ‘ \ ' 
Plantation ¢ lub i I O | ; - J | \ | a 

t ) | _ | an f ins oo | I ‘ mae 
hae a Ll | | * te ee | Sun Ray Gardens 
| : . | Colostmos | Grand 7 errace , j 
| Strea Lined Sue | | j Bart ! > Gavin 
| Stumn Stiimns iv “endron Ore | Rarl Hing Ore IR O i Da Kon 
eee neton ius ( \\ | Geo D Washington 1 J | i \ \ bats 

lean Dat , I Brona | Al & Anise | Mu Weavers iy Winne & Ww 

Ay I ty IN ; Edgewater Beach ~ Si 
laps Miller Is Hotel BOSTO 
Queen Mary | Breen & W (Marine Koom) | Brown Derby ' Hotel Moorland 
Joe Webb Orn | Ibre & Dodge Orville Tucker Ore Tir Mey oO > in Or 
a | Railey Sis pes 
X oe ld Club Alabam Bonnie Baker Buddy \W Hotel Somerset 

4 , ' ‘ rpijs ( c 4 tila : ; : 

Ray Jones | Harriet N “Mss Hotel Paimer House | | i Maa Ha Mba ‘rd Or 

Wir ! & Merano 7 R “ vor ine (Empire Keoom) | N herr Gls ¢ 19) | Hote! Statler 

Phil Scott Robinson Shep Fields Ore Tex Wagne: | \ vee Ore 

Rainbow Grill | Dave | Milt Douglas Club Mayfair ! la Keene 
ng Blo rar | hid Perry (jreat Gabby 7 re h or: | Hotel y . ‘ 
Dade i Was lell i Para ount 3 Non Nalantes I, “| a = t ee 
Hing sry nf tu ‘ sa Cc 
Rainbow Koom Club Paramount Phil D I : Fain re r« D'Andre } ts 
hi Oole,y ( V\ Ik ‘ ‘ ‘ 

Ruby Newman Ore arry Vernon Abbott Dancers Lynn & De¢ iz Bs — 

a | . * Baroy ; Mile Jeanne ~ pie i 

o © in Baron Orc | Sop se Hotel Sherman | Ji Beer Io] - a h 

Bas ' & Naldi | Rose Catalina (College Inn) Cocoanut Grove | = i's 

g Nal Vagei’s 

HI] nor Sheridan | Haxton & Harvey Buddy Rogers tey Billy Tose Ore = > ae 

I> » Mi re e) : — . : n ullo 

Rosita Rios tig + 1 Kelly Hotel Stevens = rge - ind Gls 8 ! ( roll 

Roumanian Village Paes (Continental Room) | het , me : A lieo 4 Rita 

Ch : fs tz O1 885 Club ; ' ; #su t M yim > ee 

wey Swartz Orc | _ ey : Music Hall Boys Barel . we 
Lua Vig Satz | ove & Reed Pierre & Temple loey Dea) } '*®X Wagney 
Henry Berman | Bely i White Covert & Reed Fony Gardine; | Normandie Balle’m 
‘ "old hay Sheron ( Mi ‘ i : 

Leo ] aid i Pipe Sis irlos M ina Ore Famous Door Vill Osborne Ore 

Henrieh ( ross z : : Jerry Me¢ inty | Janice odd 

Doloris Rosina ‘ina Rinaldo Ore Herbert Dy xter Buddy Raye Ore | 

Gypsy Nina Gay 90's Irene St. Clair Hotel Bradford |. Raymor ‘oon 

Russian Art | Lew King Marya & Martin lee Elliot O, N . Co ‘ Syren 

Fasha Datsko Ore ‘M irne ee Royale Frolics Carme ' Trudeau Southland 

Anna Kou netzova vation arker Mark Fisher Ore Hilly Paine iy 

Mara | « n Sid Tomack Ga » RB Cx wa Ore 

Sinda Voella } Eon et Vance Ore [Reis Bros | Whirlwinds } Noma } 

Alex Bolshakofr | Harrys Ny, Kay, Katya @ K | Line (10) f= Nov ~, : 

Eli »Spiva < | Cabaret Mloria We oft Hotel Brunswick I> "Abt W Ms _ : = 

sacar Martinoft Chas Engles Ore — te oe Vaughan Monroe Or |} Bea Moten 

, - in este Tote 
Russian Be ar lack Irving Fe ‘rt Hotel ¢ opley Plaza | Slim & fea lie 

Yurly Rut Pisen K Hill 1 > 1 hth hin Willie 

+ vt ' hal a Doroth Wahl The Rose Rowl (Sheraton Room) D i 

cian Margie Kelly Dixie Painter j Michael Zarin Ore | St, . ‘ 

ar | yl Si ixie te Steuben’, 

Lonya albouss ee R : Barlow Phelps 9 | Hotel Copley Plaza | ‘ — 

lena aia Ay Was bs = ‘iona Morrison (Merry - 'O-Round) | 4a McGinley Ore 

. holai Grushke Red Hoffman Dick Baker Jimmy Avalone Ory pity Payne 

Ler 0 a | ” 

H “gg Altma “ Mildred Rock Hal Behan Hotel Copley Square | Tremont Plaza 

Van Korniloft Dorothy Johnston Three Deuces Vin neent Ory Gene Nickers a Ore 

Russian Kretchma Hi-Hat Roy Eldridge Ore DETROIT 

Nicholas Matthey Or | Frank Libuse Glew, “gs tt 

Michel Mic hon Ondrea & Mik hel Siete a i ee Book-Cadillae Hotel; Jerry Farrar 

rr Sy) Re ahcaes ec Lee’ . . ° 

a i ee Hotel Bramarek Monette Moore (Book Casino) at Pn a 

i Sli vs " toha? . ine iu Pightbors 

Simeon Karavaeft (Walnut Room) Yacht Club “tp ‘Costenee Debutantes 

Mischa ; Fddie Varzog Ore Hugo De Pay} Ore | itrnie Holst Ore Ruby Ore 

Stork Club Ruth Prvor Crane Sis Norman Moon » i 
ftobby Parks Ore Oxford toys Bud & Buddies Club : , Plantation 

Nilo Menendez Ore |D «ES J nnings Ada Leonard uD Continental leonard Roeg 

. Frankie Julia Hunt “r 
Swing Club ’ 

- Continental 3 Strangeman 
Wingy Mannoune Or | PHILADELPHIA Jimmy Nolan Little Hloney 
Willie Smith Anchorage Midgee Fellowes Phil Sk llinun Ore bs res & Willle 

Versailles Shaw & Me ade nnda a Frontenae Casine | I mae oh "1 
RPT yer 2Vely irs . > ; re > ey 

Larry Siry Ore Dorothy Jleflerg Delores o ‘pet 4 Lee WwW alters (re ! Cecil Lee Ore 

Gus Marte] Ore Sally la Marr Pepase Garat Rosemary Calvin Sal 

Corinna Mura Johnny Grae Ore Donita tees Curley Baldwin — 

Cross & Dunn Anna Koraili ita len Turner Ken Conroy | Natalia & Howard 

Village Barn Areadia Int’) Vinnie Moore Norman Priest ‘elia MeCoy 
: ’ ni mits > ; Gle le 

Riles palit is Oe } Johan« Maca sa Lana Furnece Hel n Barbour H * ig Pow Gee 

Miriam Yerman Vera Fern | © onnie Poy ell Hotel Statler . \ nlues ' 

Phil Golat rh Chaney «& Fox Wing Kings Ore (Terrace Koom) ht linn i DePrica 

Leight oble , , - : 

Porm, ares Hobe N Nl * — Hollywood Cafe | Paul Pendaryis Orc | Ten-VForty Club 

Larry My Mahon ower aweeee Cy , | Harris & Shore . 

: 1 ePllerma ' © (YHara j ’ > > 

Arline Whitne, pV! Kellerman eee Howar: chols Billy J inkin 

Zeb C ver Co Don Renaldo Ore et tiays Ure N ws vec eis \dorables (6) 

Francis Brouillara | Bellevue-Stratrora George Latour rh orthwood Inn } hil Kave 

Voodoo (Planet Room) Debs Chory - at .. ribs rentty = ig ; y 
- urns ¢ White i Coy] Meh; ( S 

Voodoo Dane ers Mever Davis Ore Hote} Adelphia ao ink Gites che J leh is re 

toy Reete; | (Burgundy Koom) (Cafe Marguer ) Dorothy ya. . Webster Hall 

Billy Haywood | Frank Juele Ore Bob Ron at MI csaieal de (Cocktail, Grill) 

’ ayy | 7) : . -owat: 
Cliff Allen | Ben Franktin Hotei | ane, Gon . Powatan | Billy & Joy Severin 
Whirling Top (Georgian Koom) Houston & qf: le Slane lower oe Lp coreia. Lee 
| Leo Zollo Ore ‘ye " arden Slanley & Vibe inne Larry Funk Ore 
iran Craven | I Ivons Rena Kas; tbhrooks Buddy Hayes 
Musical Tops (3) | Benny the Bum's Barbara Jason ; . 5 _ 
Honey Johnson | Delovad My Kay Moiter & Davis - —_. inne 
Wivel Benny's Sy ugsters Mreddie Craig, Jr. W W I 
| Kiidie 1 Pati = y reda “ullivan ons ax In Honolulu 

Pob Asen id Charli 'M “S bec lloridians Ore 

, cin he a oe Enters & Rorgia Hotel Philadelphian Tony Wons Vicks programs wand 

Ola 4rine : « i air ‘. " . ‘ 

Bob Lee al niall (Mirror Room) aired three times weekly from two 

, Mivstics U4}. . — . 

Ginger Sutton Muriel ‘Thomas Reth Chats Hawaiian Island Stations. Transcrip- 

Continental 2 Se ‘ gene doe Miz at) ; . - 

Dorothy Wenzel] | Michard Bac h asics 2 Bre tions of Amer ican broadcasts £o out 
— racirepole Walton ¢ Joanne Over KG MB. Honolulu and KHBC, 
amen Terry & lke j ‘ 
| Bernie Berle Ore Bardi ine ee l Hilo, 10 to 10:39 p.m. Mon., Wed.. and 

Rosilianos Cedarwood Inn 1 t Fri, on former, and 10 to 10:15 p.m. \ 

Mati a I’ Roberts'n | (Malaga, N. J.) na ager a Same days on KHBC. 

wT fey 1 ' arry J ell re liclee ° . 

Leon Mohika | ; ast cg. ch Or tates Vicks now negotiating for Aus- 

roroth tiles . +e . air . 

Cafe in Mare | tet bem il Rathskeller tralian “Tings but so far they have 

Park Ave Rovs Cvnnie Linton rte 7 neue Ore } hot been set, 

amy ever ey 
“tan Clare Ore Cocoanut Grove Mazelle ¢ Zita | - : , . 
Club Marti P Chick Mullery Kennedy . . ° 
Vere " ng (leo tleniine l’at Perry H t ( t 
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Rash of Concessions Proposed; 


Equity Nixes Most; ATC Plan O.K. 


+ 


Success of independent groups in 


giaging shows with modest produc- 


on outlays, coupled with Equity 
considering the possibility of limited 


Sunday performances to aid unem- 


ployed actors has led to the associa- 
1 


on being besieged with proposals 


for concessions. Only movements 
getting the nod from Equity, how- 
ever, are the American Theatre 
Council committee headed by An- 
toinette Perry, and Mercury Theatre 
under certain conditions. 

Committee has auditioned and re- 
hearsed a number of units made up 
mostly of stage newcomers wiih the 
idea of developing new talent. Fa- 
vorable results are indicated. Casis 
s0 assembled will give special pri- 
vate showings on Sundays. Man- 
agers will attend and the expecta- 
are that a percentage of the 
embryos will be selected for regular 
gtazge engagements, 

Other Sunday proposals. before 
Equity’s council were either flatly 
rejected or referred to a committee. 
One is a lower East Side, New York, 
group calling itself the Try-Out 
Guild and aiming to present plays 
for probable Broadway consumption, 
if not held to Equity regulations. 

General tone of the ideas, whether 
for Sunday playing or on other 
lights, points toward cooperative 
performances, Equity leaders failed 
to agree that such presentations 
might benefit the actor. Figured 
that when stagehands and other ex- 
pense items were paid the possible 
remainder to be split among the 
cast would be insignificant. Matter 
of rehearsal pay proved a hurdle, 
for if players were paid during a 


tions 


two weeks’ rehearsal period in prep- | 


aration for single tryout perform- 
ances, the chances of a balance over 
expenses would be even less certain. 

Sundays if unemployed actors are 
tsed look okay for the Mercury 
Theatre group, which in moving 
fits revivals of ‘Julius Caesar’ and 
*A Shoemaker’s Holiday’ to the Na- 
tional, N. Y., will have its regular 
theatre (formerly Comedy) on its 
hands. Planned to use the house for 
rehearsals and certain types of per- 
formances which do not conflict with 
the Sunday regulations. 

They proposed to have. special 
funday showings, using some players 
in their repertory company and ad- 
ditional people. That suggestion was 
found to conflict with Sunday show 
laws. It was pointed out that the 
New York statute stipulates that if 
actors play on Sunday they must 
not appear the next night or at least 
have one full 24 hours rest each 
week, Since the law prohibits ac- 
lors appearing seven nights weekly, 
Mercury's plan to use its rep play- 
€rs was found to be defective. ‘ 


KERN, HAMMERSTEIN, 
HARBACH’S NEW TUNER 


Jerome Kern, Oscar Hammerstein 
and Otto Harbach are working on 
the script of a new musical ‘enta- 
lively titled ‘Gentlemen Unafraid’ 
and planned to open in New York 
early in September. It will be pro- 
duced first at the St. Louis Muny 
next summer as the main offering of 
the 20th anniversary season. May 
Possibly go into Center theatre in 
N. Y. with negotiations going on 
¢urrently. 

Harbach left for the Coast Monday 








(10) to join his co-authors in finish- | 


ing the book. 





May Keep Dallas Legiter. 


Dallas, Jan. 18. 
Globe Theatre, gigantic reproduc- 
tion of the Elizabethan playhouse, is 


being considered by the city as a| 


Possible permanent 
arama house. 

Building, which was built as part 
of the Centennial grounds, will be 
cestroyed unless kept for this pur- 
pose 


location for a 





Miscast? 


Actress in road company 
of ‘Having Wonderful Time’ 
played the part of a gal having 
an affair with one of the Camp 
Karefree lads. She just couldn’t 
believe the lines and played 
her part very Elsiedinsmore. 

Arthur Kober, the author, 
explained the facts of life after 
the opening. 


CAST 3 ACTORS 
FROM ATC 
AUDISH 














Participants in the first of the 
series of four final auditions held at 
the Guild Theatre, N. Y., last week 
by the American Theatre Council 
| have found easy entree into casting 
offices, according to reports received 
by Antoinette Perry. 

Several of the actors who have 
been given auditions by Miss Perry’s 
Committee on the Apprentice The- 
atre have secured jobs in legit com- 
panies. First of these was Shirley 
Gregory, who was picked right off 
the stage last week by Alfred de 
Liagre to go into the road company 
of ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ Helen 
Shields and Wayne McMeekan, who 
have auditioned, but did not appear 
in the finals, were picked by Ken- 
yon Nicholson to go into his pro- 
duction of ‘June Night,’ now trying 
out on the road. 

Next series of ‘final auditions’ will 
be held next Monday (24), again at 
the Guild Theatre, N. Y. This is 
the group known as the ‘Young 
Hopefuls,” which has 27 members and 
four directors. It was organized by 
several casting directors, Shirley 
Burke of the Theatre Guild; Bill 
Herz, of the Mercury Theatre, and 
Anne Seranne of the Crosby Gaige 
office. 

They will dish up six items, fn- 
cluding scenes from ‘The Women,’ 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ ‘Broth- 
er Rat,’ ‘Hotel Universe,’ ‘Bury the 
Dead,’ ‘Having a Wonderful Time,’ 
‘Tigh Tor’ and ‘Ethan Frome.’ 


THEATRE AUTHORITY 
0.K.’S ‘DEVIL’ BENEFIT 


Board of the N. Y. Theatre Au- 
thority has placed the okay on the 
special performance of ‘Between The 
Devil,’ to be held at the National, 
Washington, D. C., next Sunday (23). 
Show will benefit President Roose- 
velt’s infantile paralysis foundation 
at Warm Springs, Ga. Entire com- 
pany and production will be moved 
from the Imperial, N. Y., Saturday 
night (22) for the solo showing at 
the capital as originally scheduled. 

Several barriers threatened inter- 








ering Sunday appearances but owing 
to the purpose of the performance 
all restrictions were withdrawn 
Stated Monday (17) that since the 
stagehands and musicians waived 
ware requirements for the special 
| performance, as did Equity, there 
would be no 15% share usually de- 
ducted by TA from benefit takings 
for theatrical charity. 

Lee Shubert had promptly ac- 
cepted the invitation from Washing- 
ton to bring the ‘Devil’ there and 
the players agreed to appear gratis 
However, the unions had 
advised and not until early this 
| week were the concessions granted. 
| TA has advised the committees on 
| the President's birthday balis to be 
| held Jan. 30 hat the percentage will 
{ 


| 





apply at all such affairs where pro- 
fessional talent volunteers and ap- 
| pears without pay. 


ference because of union rules cov-’ 


not been | 
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Aisle-Sitters Are All Fair 
Game and There’s No Le- 
gal Limit—From Witti- 
cisms to Haymakers — 
Kirkland Slugs Watts and 
Is Ganged—Jed Harris 


Cromwell Print a Cartoon 


BOYS WILL BE BOYS 


By JACK PULASKI 

New York's critics, satiated with 
the winter’s successive flops, 
limelighted twice last week. 
dition to which a manager 
off to a drama columnist. 

None of the tncicents was co-re- 
lated except that the scribes were 
put on the pan, individually and col- 
lectively. There was a wide range 
to the sallies extending from gentle 
raillery to a barroom brawl. 

Latter affair copped the most 
space. It occurred Thursday (13), 
the night after the premiere of 
‘Tortilla Flat’ at Henry Miller’s 
theatre. Many a bad notice had ap- 
peared over a stretch of weeks and 
some were more severe than those 
accorded ‘Flat,’ which drew a gen- 
eral thumbs down. But Jack Kirk- 
land, who adapted ‘Flat’ from John 
Steinbeck’s _ story, thought _ that 
Richard Watts, Jr., of the Herald 
Tribune had been unduly hard on 
the play and took it as a personal 
attack. Several years ago they made 
a trip to Paris together and before 
that were co-students at Columbia 
University. 

Ganging Up 

But Kirkland erred in invading 
Jack Bleeck’s (pronounced Blake) 
bar and grill, once a closed-door spot 
called the Artists and Writers club 
on 40th street, next door to the Trib 
publishing plant, and frequented by 
members of the sheet’s staff. Watts, 
who was groomed for his job by the 
late Percy Hammond, is anything but 
combative. Kirkland went to Watts’ 
table and ordered the critic to stand 
up. Watts declined, telling the play- 
wright to ‘go away and forget it.’ 
Later Watts went over to the bar to 
talk to Kirkland. When Kirkland hit 
him on the chin the critic didn’t 
even have his dukes up. He slipped 
to one knee as his spectacles dropped 
to the sawdust. 


That startea the defence of Watts 
and the result was sock stuff. Bleeck, 
a heavyweight, bombastically declar- 
ing ‘no fights come off in my joint,’ 
let go with both mitts and Kirkland, 
who weighs only 130 pounds gross, 
;hit the deck. Then others went to 
the ‘defence’ of Watts and there is 
little doubt that the playwright was 
about to be ganged. Among those 
who socked Kirkland or tried to were 
Arthur Kuhn, Trib pressroom fore- 
man, and Ralph Hewitt, former Co- 
lumbia footballer, but it was Watts 
who saved him a worse beating. 

Pair then sat down and talked it 
over and the playwright explained 
he went to bat because Watts had 
severely panned the actors in the 
play, also because he had worked 


were 
In ad- 
told ’em 





the way to Georgia, which re- 
called the fact that his adaptation of 
‘Tobacco Road’ is still on the boards 
and has cleaned up a fortune. It has 
a Georgia locale. 

Richards Vidmer devoted his 
Trib sports column to battle ot 
Saturday (15 





Bleeck’s on ), starting 
with ‘The theatre is not dead, only 
terribly, terribly hurt... Ruthless 


Richard Watts is not to be confused 
with Rowdy Richard Bartell, the 
Giants shortstop ... before Mr. Kirk- 
land left he had taken on practically 
all comers, with a few willing, nay 


(Continued on page 54) 





Speaks His Mind—March- | 


nine months on ‘Flat.’ Critie is re- 
ported replying that it is a lousy 
| play anyhow, ever a he'd worked 
jon it 10 years, Kirkland is said to | 
| have declared he is throu: th with the 
theatre. Last reported he was on 


OPEN SEASON FOR CRITICS 


———— 2 











‘Ifs’ of Flops 


Novel progran employing 
post-mortem on legit stage 
shows that proved flops is be- 
ing framed by AI Hall, program 
director for WMCA, N. Y. Ex- 
pect show to be ready Feb. 1. 

Broadcasts will be construct- 
ed around current legitimate 
productions which failed to 
click, with all ‘ifs’ and other 
phases introduced for radio au- 
dience to pass on. Listeners 
will be invited to judge if the 
plays in question should have 
been successful, and if 
why they failed. 


¢ 
not, 











MALACHY’ QUT 
AND BACK T0 
ST. JAMES 


Delos Chappell, Denver and New 
York socialite and occasional pro- 
ducer, may not play his ‘Father Mal- 
achy’s Miracle’ out of the red, but 
he is getting a run for his money. 
Play has been in the dailies several 
times since it was abandoned during 
rehearsals. Chappell finally decided 
to produce the show, the actors get- 
ting the benefit of two weeks’ extra 
salary. 

Last week, when it was announced 
that ‘Malachy’ would move to the 
Guild, the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers Union, which 
has been picketing Guild shows in a 
desultry way, sought the teamsters 
union’s sympathy, pointing out that 
if the ‘Malachy’ production was 
moved it would have to go through 
the TMAT picket line. Transfermen 
declared they would not haul the 
settings, 

That might have involved other 
stage unions, but the stagehands 
stuck to their attitude not to breach 
their contract with the managers. 
Performance without scenery was 
given at the Guild Monday night 
(17) before drapes. Costumes were 
mostly lacking, Equity ruling that 
actors could not transport the duds 
nor props since that was the team- 
sters union jurisdiction. 

With the Guild insisting it would 
not recognize TMAT nor change its 
boxoffice people who are not mem- 
bers, a solution was reached yester- 
day (Tuesday) when Chappell decid- 
ed to move back to the St. James. 
Warren P. Munsell, Guild official. 
made it easy by not holding Chappel] 
to the booking contract. Guild had 
sold $2.500 in tickets for showings 
there at a reduction. Those tickets 
are being exchange at the St. James. 

Latter management went into 
court seeking an injunction against 
‘Malachy’ moving. Writ was denied 
after lawyers could not agree on the 
terms of a 13-page document. Un- 
derstood one reason why Chappell 
agreed to continue at the St. James 





better terms, 
to the 
crew. 


particulariy as applied 
number of men in the stage 





Musicians Picketing 





Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
Locust Street Theatre, where 
‘Brother Rat’ is 10w plaving, is be- 


ing picketed by American Federation | 


of Musicians 
won't employ an orch 
only legi 
band. 
A. A. Tomei, 


Locust 
ter in town without a house 


prez of the Local, 


same at Locust. 


ee 


was that management's concedin?@ to | 


Locust Theatre, Philly | 


because management | s 
is the 


declared sandwich men will continue 
to parade until manageinent hires | grand opera. It originated in the 
musicians, as it is unfair to saddle | 
music cost on other houses without 


To Head Equity Till June Only, 
Meredith Says; Hit Survey Cost 


Burgess Meredith, recently elected 
first vice-president of Equ Vv by the 
council and as such the acting head 
of the association since Frank Gill- 

ore’s withdrawal, stated in the 
urrent Equity magazine that he will 
10t serve after the annual election 
next May or early June. That 
means he will remain active for only 
five months as earlier indicated, 
Young star said: 


‘I want you to realize that I 
meant what I said about my tenure 
of office. J took this job for a 
definite time and for a definite pur- 
pose. But I have a career of my 
own and plans for it which make 


my continuance jin office impossible 
|after June.’ Meredith was voted in 
after a 14-to-13 vote. Edward Field- 
ing, runner-up, then withdrew. 

Recent resolution to make a busi- 
ness survey of Equity’s office aroused 
comment among members because 
of the $1,500 cost involved. Opposi- 
tion or ‘progress've’ group, of 
which Meredith is the head, has been 
demanding economy in the handling 
of Equity’s offices, 

Council session okayed the inves- 
tigation with virtually no dissenting 
vote after Meredith declared jt was 
necessary so at the annual meeting 
he can give a thorough account of 
his stewardship. 

Value of the survey, however, is 
questioned. People who are investi- 
gating are usually assigned to study 
the activities of business establish- 
ments and the same queries made 
among such staffs hardly apply to 
Equity’s. Actual business of the staff 
is to listen to squawks of members 
against managers and adjust, such 
complaints when possible. At times 
the office is occupied intensively, 
especially during production ..onths, 
while in other months the work is 
mostly routine, 

One of the proposals advocated for 
some time by the Equity insurgents 
and put into effect by Gillmore just 
before his withdrawal as active pres< 
ident was the formation of an execu- 
tive committee. Body is authorized 
under the constitution, but had not 
been in existence for several years. 

Committee of five includes Eliot 
Cabot, Augustin Duncan, Walter 
Greaza, Robert T. Haines and Mary 
Morris. Duties will be to act as 
liaison between the executives of the 
association and the council. Ac- 
tually, the group will serve as a 
kind of clearing house for routine 
business, to take some of the load 
off the council. Such routine mat- 
ters have been piling up for the last 
few months. Among the committee’s 
activities will be to notify the coun- 
cil of various actions of the execu- 
| tives, hear committee reports, serve 
be a preliminary hearing body on 





complaints, etc., and to make recom- 
mendations to co incil. 


LONDON OPERA FOLDS; 
TO TOUR NEXT SEASON 


Intimate Opera Co., brought over 











from England by Wendell Philips 
| Dodge, closed at the Little, N. Y., 
| Sunday (16), after playing two 


_ weeks, Engagement was an intro- 
| ductory appearance on this side. 
| Next season’s plans for the company, 
| consisting of three people, call for a 
| tour. 
| Intimate group’s American book- 
|ings will then include appearances 
| principally at colleges, the idea 
being to revive interest in music 
among students. Most of the lead- 
| ing universities will be visited or 
| where located in larger stands, a 
| local theatre is to be secured. 
| Carnegie Corp., which supports 
certain types of cuiturai activities in 
eats of learning, is said to have fi- 
nanced the intimate opera idea. Col- 
lege tour is proposed for a second or 
third season here, 

Claimed that intimate opera ante- 
dates and was the forerunner ol 


| castles and summer houses of Eng: 
lish aristocracy and is traced bacf 
about 250 years, 
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Follies,’ Pioneer Political Satire 


By Barney Gerard 
Culver City, Jan. 10. 
Editor, Variety: 
Though hiding learning 


out and 


the picture business, I manage to 
keep in touch with amusement 
both theatrical and cinematic, and 
Couldn't overcome my impul t 
write this letter 

My love for the theatre is un 
abated and I am always happ 


whenever a p! 
hit. In the present instance the 
smashing hit scored by ‘I'd Rather 
Be Right’ is a cause for jubilation 
end it also revives pleasant memo- 
ries to me. The show is written 
fn the vein that used to inspire me 
end which I employed in my first 
"Follies of the Day’ in 1908, and the 
subsequent 18 editions produced an- 
nually. 

It also makes me wonder what is 
fn the minds today of those who 
have written that the theatrs is dead 
and that it will take something new 
to revive it. 

In substantiation of what I am 
Boing to say, I refer you to the 
Variety files. During the latter part 
of 1908 you will find a review by 
Rush [the late Alfred Rushton 
Greason of Variety] of my ‘Follies,’ 
of which I wrote the book and lyrics. 
It was a political, musical satire 
flong the lines of ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ 
*As Thousands Cheer’ and ‘I'd Rather 
Be Right.’ 

The first ‘Follies’ lampooned the 


] . r ¥ 
yWdducer pu over a 


administration of President ‘Teddy’ | 


Roosevelt and introduced, for 


session. 
As the curtain went up on this 
Bcene, Speaker Cannon was read- | 


ing the President’s message to Con- 


gress, the members all enjoying a | 
A Page entered and | 


good snooze. 


informed the Speaker it was the | 
wish of the President that the | 
Speaker desist from reading the 
message so Congress could sleep 
in peace...the newspapers of the 
Gay accusing Congress of being 
asleep. Then the famous ‘Teddy’ 


himself entered, attired in a Rough | 


Rider’s 
bear hunting. 


uniform equipped to go 
He fired off his shot- 


gun and a teddy-bear fell from the | 
Congress for | 


flies. He then tells 
their entertainment and his own he 
has arranged a wrestling match to 
be held in their house. Two 


wrestlers then entered and put on | 


a hilarious grunting exhibition. 
During the rest of the show local 
and national politics were satirized 
and much of the kidding was 
levelled against the ‘perpetual can- 


didate for president,’ William Jen- | 


mings Bryan and his fat, good 
matured opponent, William Howard 
Taft. 

Five minutes after the curtain 
went up on a scene showing Madi- 
gon Square, New York, Bryan 
entered and was greeted by a Will 
Rogers type of cowboy who rode 


in on a horse, twirling a lariat. The 


following dialogue ensued: 

Cowboy: Howdy Bill, glad to 
see you. 

Bryan: 

Cowboy: 
ber me? 
for you. 

(Laughter by groups of 
people) 

Bryan: You can laugh but 
don’t forget I've got my eye on 
the Presidential chair. 

Cowboy: Yes. but look what 
Taft's got on it? 

(More laughter by groups) 

Bryan: I'll show’ you _ all 
what'll I'll do if ever I get in 
the White House chair. 


Who are you? 
Don’t you remem- 
I'm the guy that voted 


Bryan then sang the following 
Bong, which contained 15. topical 
choruses: 
if Ever I Get in the White House 


Chair 
I'm a gentleman from Lincoln, 
And I'm seriously thinkin’ 
Of the day I'll move to Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


For years I have been toiling, 
‘ While my brain it has been 
. broiling, 

Planning what I'll do when 
‘ President I'll be. 


The big and little grafter, 
Are the men whom I am after, 
And I give them all due warn- 
ing to beware. 
- The men I mean you know them, 
~ And in jail I'll quickly throw 
them, 


the | 
first time on any stage, Congress in | 


| If ever I get in the White House 
| chair. 


Chorus 
If ever I get in the White House 
chair, 
Everyone will know I'm there. 
Gold I want none, 
I want 16-to-one, 
the untry will enjoy 
t sp ty. 
e Panama I'd finish without 
lelay 
7 P} nes I'd give away. 
I suld make up for lost time, 
: can bet that I'll get mine, 
If ever I get in the White House 
chair 
Tag line sung by chorus: 
Arrah go on, you're only fool- 


in’, 
If ever he gets in 
House chair. 


the White 


Cohan, Hammerstein, Belasco 


Some years later in another 
edition of the ‘Follies’ I satirized 
the theatre at the time there was 
falling off in attendance. 
Meeting in Times Square, George 
VM. Cohan, Oscar Hammerstein, 
David Belasco and a burlesque pro- 


a «big 


ducer discuss the apathy of | 
theatregoers and each blames the 
other for driving audiences away. | 
They finally agree to collaborate | 


|in producing a big show, and prove | 


We pay the price, for money we 
don’t care, 

Give us credit, boys. 

We always aim to 
people, 

We've got to get the money with 
our shows. 


please the 


Though they may be good or 
rotten, 

Our names are not forgotten, 

For we're the famous’ im- 
presarios. 

The four impresarios then did 


_an old song and dance routine with 

jan Off-to-Buffalo exit to deafening 

| applause. 

Later in the same _ show, 

| Belasco, standing in front of the 

Belasco theatre in a scene with 

,one of his stars, complained of the 

;number of flops he'd produced 

| lately, which ended by him sing- 

ing: 

What Does the Public Want? 
| A matter perplexing, my poor 
brain is vexing, 

} I really don't know what to do. 

A public exacting, my plays are 
attracting 

In numbers that really are few. 

I've toiled like a sinner, to pick 
up a winner, 

But fail every time that I try. 

It's really no use, each play IJ 
produce, 

The public refuses to buy. 


David 


Chorus 
What does the public want? 
What does the public want? 
Chopin, Beethoven or Irving 
Berlin, 
Opera or ragtime, 
would win? 
What does the public want? 
What does the public want? 
| (Burlesque Producer: 
takes tag:) 
There's only one answer, 
A good coochie dancer, 


which one 


Now that’s what the public 
wants. 
Fight different choruses were 


|sung by plants all over the house. 
|T have written a screen play based 
|}on the idea of this song. 


| Does all this prove anything? 
| Does it mean anything to those who 
|claim the theatre is dead and needs 
| something new to revive it? Does 
| the tremendous advance sale of ‘I'd 
|Rather Be Right’ prove anything.’ 
|I agree the great amount of ad- 
| vance publicity helnoed a lot, but 
imy contention is that there is no 
| great change in ideas. and that good 
entertainment is still good enter- 
| tainment, and a public anxious to 
| be amused is ready to respond. 
Barney Gerard. 


Barney Gerard Harks Back to His ‘08 | 


| 
| 
| 


| that they're the famous’. im- 
presarios. Lew Brown collaborated 
with me in writing a song they 
sang. The chorus was: 
(Chorus sung by Cohan, | 
Belasco, Hammerstein | 
and Burlesque Pro- 
ducer) 
We are the men who furnish | 
you amusement, | 
You see our name on every 
thoroughfare. 
We hunt both near and far, 
To find for you a star, | 





Current Road Shows 


WEEK OF JAN. 17 

‘Abbey Players, Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia. 

‘Brother 
delphia, 

‘Brother Rat,’ Aude, Davén- 
port (16); Shrine Aude, Des 
Moines (17); Muny Aude, Kan- 
sas City (18-19); Dickinson, 
Manhattan (20); State Normal 
School, Emporia (21); Arcadia, 
Wichita (22). 

‘Edna, His Wife’ (Cornelia 
Otis Skinner), Harris, Chi 

‘Having Wonderful Time, 
Shubert, Newark 

‘Housemaster,’ Royal A 
dra, Toronto 

‘Julius Caesar,” Playhouse, 
Providence (17-18): Bushnell 
Aude, Hartford (19): 
New Haven (20-22) 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte 
Greenwood), Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Night of January 16,’ Werba, 
Brooklyn. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ 
Baltimore. 

‘Our Town,’ McCarter, P 
ton (22). 

‘Richard Il’ (Maurice Evans), 
Memorial Aude, Louisville (17); 


Rat,’ Locust, Phila- 


"ago. 


*xan- 


snubdert, 


Ford's, 


rincé- 


Plaza, Asheville, N. C. (18); 
Aude, Memphis (19); Temple 
Birmingham (20); Erlanger, At- 
lanta (21-22). 

‘Room Service,’ Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh. 


‘Shadow and Substance’ (Ce- 
dric Harwicke-Julie Haydon), 
Chestnut, Philadelphia. 

‘Stage Door’ (Joan Bennett), 
Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Curran, San 
Francisco (16). 

‘Tonight at 
troit (16). 

‘Tovarich’ (Eugenie 
vich), Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen 
Hayes), Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Women,’ Biltmore, 
Peles. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 
Geary, San Francisco. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
American, St. Louis. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Hartman, Columbus (17-19); 
English, Indianapolis (20-22). 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Bijou, Chattanooga (17); Coli- 
seum, Evansville (18); Hipp, 
Terre Haute (19): Strand, Mid- 
dletown (20); Muny Aude, 
Louisville (21-22). 


8:30,’ De- 


Case, 


Leonto- 


An- 


Los 











McKay Morris’ Westport 


Reported that McKay Morris may 
operate Lawrence Langner’s Coun- 


try Playhouse at Westport, Conn., 
next summer. 
Strawhat was leased last season 


to Richard Skinner and Day Tuttle, 
operators of the Mt. Kisco Theatre, 
N.Y. 





‘MAN IN TREE’ PREEM 
Atlanta, Jan. 18. 
Atlanta Federal Theatre Project 
has John Woodworth’'s comedy, ‘The 
Man in the Tree,’ in work under the 
wing of Albert Lovejoy, new WPA 
theatre director here. Play is 
skedded for world premiere at At- 
lanta theatre Jan. 30 at an invitation 


preview, regular run to start the 
following night. 

Jack Barefield has leading role. 
‘Tree’ is Woodworth’s sixth play- 


wrighting effort, but the first to get 
pro staging. Pop prices planned. 


NEW SO. CAROLINA FTP 
Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 18. 


Wilson has joined the ranks of 
those towns in North Carolina that 
have been granted funds by the 
works progress administration for 
federal theatre projects. WPA has 
granted Wilson funds to pay a direc- 
tor of a federal theatre project. 





directed the Wilson Players, an ama- 
teur organization, last year and it is 
understood this same organization, 
with possibly a2 few changes, will 
function under the new program. 


LYTELL’S AM GUESTER 
Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 18. 








cast of amateurs in two perform- 
ances of ‘The First Legion’ at the 
Auditorium Feb. 18-19. He will play 
the role of Jesuit priest at the re- 


quest of Rev. John S. Randall, di- 
recior of the Blackfriars Guild, a 
new Catholic theatrical group. 


Actor was a favorite here back in 
1910. 


Director of the project will be | 
Margaret Beddinfield Lanier. She 


| 
Bert Lytell will return to head a 


Wednesday, 
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[ Open Season for Critics 


a 











| 
} 
| (Continued from page 53) 
| eager, combatants waiting in line for 
‘their turn.’ 
‘A Good idea’—Chapman 
In the News the same day John 
Chapman in his’ column 
| ‘Theatrical folks were heavily on 
| Kirkland’s side yesterday. Not be- 
| cause they dislike Watts, for they 
} 


| don’t; there couldn’t be a more popu- 


lar or likeable man, or one with a 
sentler disposition than Richard’s. 
But professional show people have 


thought it would be a fine 
idea to pop some critic—any critic 
right on the button Kirkland’s ges- 
ture was the happy release of their 
suppressed desires. 


‘Now that Kirkland has shown the 


always 


way I suggest that the critics appoint | 
a vigilante committee from among its | 
able-bodied members for the purpose | 
of going back stage after the open- | 


ing and beating hell out of the au- 
|thor of the next unprofessional, 
stupid, immature and acutely embar- 
rassing little stinker that will close 
after one performance, two and one- 
half hours before the first printed 
criticism can reach the street. The 
wouldn’t of course pick on 
Kirkland because ‘Tortilla Flat,’ al- 
though a disappointment, is a sincere 
the part of many 


, 
DOYS 


effort on 


whose professional competence has 
been proved. 
‘The committee? The Post’s Mr. 


3rown is extremely well set up. The 
Journal-American’s Mr. Anderson 
trains at the New York Athletic 
Club. Personally I'd hate to be hit 
by Watts. 
ton has hair on his chest. 


VARIETY'S 


News-Week’'s Mr. Nathan might be 
able to do some damage if he could 
get out of that fur coa‘ in time.’ 


What appears to 
Kirkland in Watts’ 
portion which read: ‘Mr. 
who seems to have made 
thing of his editing of ‘Tobacco 
Road, made the mistake of thinking 
that ‘Tortilla Flat’ was the same kind 
of work and the effect is disastrous.’ 
Author stated that the critic’s way 
of criticising the play was ‘just 
nasty.’ Kirkland said he hadn’t had a 
| drink in months. His left eye was 
| almost closed and his leg was sore. 
He guessed he had been kicked. Be- 
fore leaving town the 
marked: ‘It’s 
{court of appeals for playwrights. The 
| critics are the court of last resort.’ 


burned 
was the 
Kirkland, 


have 
notice 


| Robert Coleman in the N. Y. Mirror, | 


| also wrote a column about the slug- 
| fest. 


March Laffs it Off 


Entirely different reaction applied 
to the unfavorable notices of ‘Yr. 
Obedient Husband,’ the play which 




















Co vmrlesy The Neu Y ker 


Fredric March 
Florence Eldridge 
John Cromwell 





brought Fredric March and Florence 
Eldridge back to Broadway from 
Hollywood. Day after (11) the pre- 
miere at the Broadhurst, March and 
John Cromwell, his co-producer 





wrote: 


persons | 


The Telegraph's Mr. Bol- | 


Mr. Pulaski looks like a boxer. And | 


quite a} 


author re- | 
too bad there is no} 


gathered their staff 
over. 

Upshot was a quick decision {5 
take the show off without expression 
of rancor and it closed Saturday (15) 
about $65,000 in the red. Most of the 
outlay was in production since the 
| settings were heavy and along the 
lines of those used in picture sty. 
dios. On the closing day there ap- 
peared in the N. Y. Times and N. yY. 
Trib a reproduction of a sketch that 
appeared in the New Yorker 


and talked jit 





ht 
Alt 


years ago in it is shown her 
Richard Maney, p.a. for the 
remembered the sketch at 
was decided to close, te ynoned 
March and Cromwell suggesting its 
use. They both laughed and okaved 
the idea. Cost $15. to insert the 
cut in the theatre section. ‘Husband’ 
was produced under the name of 
| Marwell Productions, Ine It was 
not just a flier, nor did March and 
Cromwell figure that if the show 
| flopped it would merely mean de- 
| ducting the loss from their income 
| tax. They intended it as a perma- 
nent theatre venture and have ed- 


uled at least one play each season 
from now on. 


Jed Harris Pokes Critics 
| Jed Harris spoke his piece about 
| y + 
j} critics to Ward Moorehouse in 


N. Y. Sun of last Thursday (13), the 
very day that Kirkland recalled Al 
Jolsoy’s sock at Walter Winchell and 
Lillian Foster’s slappin of Hannen 
Swaffer in London several years agp. 


Said Harris: ‘There is no man in 
|New York writing dramatic criticism 
today who has any creative force; 
they're critics only becau they 
have the jobs. When their papers 
fold they’re no longer critics ‘ve 
never seen sO Many men s50 ill- 


equipped for their jobs as the boys 


| now reviewing for the New York 
| dailies. They're a nice lot of fel- 
| lows. Intelligent and certainly 
} 


they’re honest, but I ask the ques- 
tion: Do they know anything about 
| the theatre? Why except for M 
there’s not one who would be missed 
if he dropped out. 

‘I don’t get mad when I talk about 
critics. I'm even jolly. As I say 
they are nice fellows, but their re- 
views are silly and stupid. I get a 
i laugh when I look through my scrap- 
book. Critics don’t have to pay for 
their mistakes and there’s no deny- 
ing that what they write has an im- 
mediate effect on the seat-buying 
| public...Now take George Jean Na- 
than. When he was a real critic he 
wouldn’t have been caught dead 
with a thing like the Critics Circle. 
Now he’s president of it. Nathan's 
a president and Woollcott’s an actor. 
I ask the question: Does this repre- 
sent an improvement? One of my 
regrets was that I did not appreciate 
Woollcott more when he was writing 
reviews...There’s nothing more false 
than the idea that a newspaperman 
is making an advance when he goes 
from a reportial job to the role of 
| dramatic critic...the men who've 
stuck to reporting are the top men 
in the newspaper world.’ 


COMPLETE RECORDING 
FOR WELLES’ ‘CAESAR’ 


Orson Welles, producer, actor and 
‘director of Mercury theatre, N. Y. 
| will make recordings of. his recent 
modern version of ‘Julius Caesat” 
for Columbia Phonograph. 

Waxing will be first complete play 
thus treated. Cast will be lighter 
than stage production since fewer 
people are required for straight 
sound work. 

Maurice Evans and Noel Coward 
have recorded in the past but both 
| did only excerpts; both for the Vic- 
| tor Co. 














That Big If 


Hollywood, Jan. 1% 

‘Invitation by Design,’ stage play 
by Betty Laidlaw and Alan Dine- 
hart, will get a Broadway produc- 
ition if it clicks in its Hollywood 
bow. Authors, along with Bobby 
Crawford and Robert Lively, have 
|}formed the Hollywood Guild The- 
jatre to handle Coast and Manhattan 
| presentations, 

Piece will go into rehearsal 45 
soon as cast leads are lined up. 





‘ROAD’ SEATTLE DITTO 
Seattle, Jan. 18 
| Al Wilson, now managing ti 
| Metropolitan for Metropolitan Blds 
| Corp., reports no bookings this sea- 
}son except the return of “Tobacco 
| Road,’ set in for Feb. 21-26. 

‘Road’ played here 18 months ago 
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rs-ATC May Coordinate Plans; 
ew Equity Pact, Ticket Brokers 





Co-ordination of managerial and 
american Theatre Council plans for 
the betterment of the theatre is @X- 
pected to result from suggestions 
made last week at a meeting of 
representatives of the two groups. 
Session took place at a dinner last 
Friday (14), attended by ATC lead- 
ers and the board of the League of 
York Theatres. 

Showmen tok of 
Equity present that while their ideas 
about managers cooperating With the 
ATC were okay, a basic agreement 
with Equity was 

That subject and other matters are 
carded for discussion between the 
managers and a special Equity coun- 





ves 


represeniat 


in order. 


+ 





cil meeting carded for !ate this week. | 
Stated that the showmen want to| 
know just what changes in policy 


Equity proposes each season, so that 


managers will be enabled to make 
plans without having new recula- 
tions sprung on them suddenly as 


has happened in the past two years. 


] + 


de to d spose 


contract 


Suggestion was ma 
of Equity’s proposal 
rule to boycott managers 
comply with ATC rules agreed to by 


of a 


who do not 


a distinct majority of league mem- 
bers. League people's idea was that 
it do its own policing and drop any 


such manager from membership. 
Equity would have special contracts 
for actors engaged by such managers, 
terms being made ingent 
than at present. 

Equity end of ATC appears to be 
adamant about control of ticket spec- 
ulation and has asked managers 
what they propose doing about the 
problem. Leader in Equity, which 
appears to dominate ATC, declared 
that if the managers do not make a 
move, the actors association 
and would do so. 


$168,000 from Show Biz 
For Jewish Charities; 
B’way Donates 576 


Broadway personalities chipped 
in $57,000 last Friday (14) at a 


Juncheon for the Federation of Jew- 


Stl 


more 


ish Charities at the Astor Hotel in 
N. Y. in honor of Louis Sobol, col- 
umnist. Ed Wynn was master of 
ceremonies and speakers’ included 
Judge Joseph M. Proskauer, Louis 
Nizer, attorney; Ben Bernie and 
Louis Sobol. 

Total of $168,000 has been raised 


by show business in the Federation 
campaign, $50.000 of which was con- 
tributed by Hollywood. Coast con- 
tribs include Phil Baker, Eddie Can- 
tor, Jack Benny and Louis K. Sid- 
ney. Luncheon was in Sobol’s name 
in recognition of his charity work. 
More than 300 attended. 

Among the contributors an- 
nounced at the luncheon were Wil- 
liam S. Paley, $15,090; Sally Rand. 
$1,650; Albert and Harry Warner, 
$10,000; David Bernstein, $8.000: 
Frank V. Storrs, $3,000; William 
Klein, $2,600; Jack Cohn, $2,500: 
William and Harry Brandt, $2,000: 
Joseph H. Cooper. $3.000; Paul Moss. 
$500; J. Robert Rubin, $2,500: Bill 
Robinson, $100; Cab Calloway, $50. 

Still other contributors included 
Arthur Loew, $3.000; Walter Reade, 
$2.000; Jules Brulatour, $1,250; Leo- 
pold Friedman, $1.500; Charles Mos- 
kowitz, $1,000, and Nate Spingold, 
$1,000. 

Others among those present who 
contributed were Eleanor Powell, 
Evelyn Laye, Belle Baker, Ethel 
Merman and Morris Gest. 


Jili Stern in 





‘Shadow’ 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
Jill (Juliet) Stern, daughter of J. 
David Stern, publisher of the Philly 


Record and New York Post. joined 
the company of ‘Shadow and Sub- 
stance’ at the Chestnut here last 
Thursday night (13). She is in the 
role of Thomasina, which was held 
by Ruth Chorpening, whom she un- 
derstudied. She also understudied 
Valerie Cossart, who originally 
Played the part. ; 
Show is now 1 its fourth week 
Opened in Pittsburgh. then we it to 
Washington and is 1 n second 
Session in Philly. It go icy pre 
break from the Record Incidentally 


Stern 
are friends. 


and 


Eddie Dowling, produce: 


could | 





House,’ 


| Equity’s 








| closed Dec 





Jeeter in School 


Long Beach, Calif., Jan. 18. 
Advance man for touring 
‘Tobacco Road’ company ran a 


bluff on the town’s board of 
education last week and got 
away with it. He threatened to 


institute legal action if the high 
auditorium wasn’t made 
available for Jeeter Lester and 
his cronies of the back cracker 
country. Guardians of the 
town's higher learning, fcer 
first nixing a rental deal, let 


come 1n., 


school 


of 
al 


the troupe 

Now ‘the holier-than-thous 
are threatening to crack down 
on the worthies at next election. 











DOLLS HOUSE 
SALARY SLICE 


Cut in salaries for the four name 
players in the revival of 
Morosco, N. Y., is reported. 
rules for slicing do not ap- 
ply in cases where stars and featured 
players are involved. For that rea- 
son the matter was not called to the 
association's at.ention. 

On the road the Ibsen drama drew 
spotty business and a cut was agreed 
to by the leads, Ruth Gordon, Den- 
nis King, Paul Lukas and Sam Jaffe. 


Contracted salaries, however, were 
restored when the show came to 
Broadway. But business has been 


under expectations and a repeat re- 
duction said to have been made. 
Play’s best business was in Detroit, 
where takint’s reached nearly $15.,- 
000. Pace af:er the first week at the 
Morosco has been around $8,000. 
Miss Gordon and King 
of the gross under their original con- 


1s 


oot Qe 
REL oO 


| 





Protest Word ‘Nigger’; 
Mercury Eyeing ‘Vesey’ 


Negroes among the audience of 
‘Denmark Vesey,’ colored opera by 
Charles Ford Paul Bowles cur- 
rently playing the Federal Music 
Theatre, N. Y., squawked last Wed- 
nesday (12) night when the word 
‘nigger’ was used in the libretto. 

Juanita Hall and 


and 


ody Singers, members of the cast, 
charged that they had a right to 


the Negro Mel- | 


sing whatever they chose and fur- | 
thermore as the opera was based 
upon an actual ‘ident in 1822 the 
| word’s used was historically justi- 
fied. 

Theatre eported dick- 


| 


‘A Doll’s | 


Mercury 
ering to 


way. 


‘Circle,’ ‘House Dressing’ 


Admissions Tax Dodge 


For ‘Right This Way’ 


Considerable confusion over ad- 
mission to ‘Right This Way’ at the 
146th Street, N. Y., arose last week 
because of peculiar ticket manipu- 
lation. In addition, an obsolete cus- 
tom of having an ‘orchestra circle’ 
on the lower floor was revived at the 
insistence of the hou management 
and while the show guaranteeing 
the theatre $4.500 weekly, its man- 
| ager appeared to have done no more 
than feebly object. 


New musical which halted sudden- 


ly Saturday (15) drew a tepid press 


{and mild business after the pre- 
miere, first full week grossing around 


$6,000. It was decided to ‘dress the 
| house’ and any number of passes 
| were issued. In addition, however, 
house insisted that some money be 
secured for admission and designat- 
ed the rear of the orchestra as the 


Way 


|extended 


tracts. Lukas’ salary is $1,000 week- | 
ly. while Jaffe has been receiving 
$600. 


Early this week the management 
of ‘Siop-Over,’ which opened at the 
Lyceum last week with several well 
knowns in the applied to 
Equity’s cuts board permission 


issor salaries. 


cast, 
for 
to sc 


Arts Union Delegation 


To Ask WPA Extension 


Delegates from the Arts Union 
Conference will go to Washington 
tomorrow (Thursday) to call on 
Aubrey Williams, acting WPA ad- 
ministrator, to urge immediate ex- 
tension of WPA employment to 
3,000,000 persons. Group will also 


urge open hearings the House 
of Representatives on the Federal! 
Arts (Coffee) bill and try to 
President Roosevelt to urge support 
of the bill. 

Reps’ include’ Frank 
executive-director of the 


by 


Gillmore 
Associated 


Actors and Artistes of America; 
Burgess Meredith, first vice-pres- 
ident of Actors Equity Assn. and 


chairman of the Arts Union Confer- 
ence; David Freed, of the American 
Federation of Musicians: Philin 
Evergood, of the Artists Union: Wil- 
lis Morgan, of the Workers Alliance 
and the City Projects Council: 
Fred Marshall, of the United Scenic 


Artists: Irving Mendell, of the Su- 
pervisors’ Council of the Federal 


Theatre Project. 
Group originally intended to make 


ithe trip on Monday (17). 


‘Wonderf ul Time’ Tours 
As Rotary Stock Show 


‘Having Wonderful Time,’ 
8 after a long 


which 


stay at the 


| Lyceum, N. Y., reopened Monday 
1(17) at the Shubert, Newark, N. J. 
funder the management of J. J. 


Leventhal. 


rotary 


He will operate it as 
pop prices under a 
angement. Ci 1 
Werba’s, Brooklyn, and oth 
houses in the stock circle. 


Anne Free mal 


stock, at 
royalty ari 


) , 
yiay 


orchestra circle seats, priced at 40c. 

Reguler tickets were secured and 
sold at that price, while an almost 
invisible typewritten ‘sign’ was 
slipped into the posted ticket scale, 
listing the ‘circle’ tickets. In that 
the house was supposed to be 
‘covered’ on the admission tax law. 

Line for passes and circle tickets 


down the street and 


LEGITIMATE 





VARIETY 


Mercury Goes Commercial, Moves 
To National: Readies More Shows 








Seen Mr. Nicholson? 


Kenyon Nicholson was run 
ragged last week by a horde of 


young actors while he was cast- 


ing ‘June Night,’ first called 
‘Trio for Saxophones.’ Play has 
to do with a roadside stand 
vhere hamburgers are served 
on the outside while there is 
music and dancing on the in- 
side. Cast calls for more than 
30 youngster the type who 
make merry at small expense, 

When the kids learned of the 
cast requirements they ganged 
up on the author. He thought 
himself secure on the top floor 
of a restaurant on Fifth Ave., 
N. Y., but ambitious young 
players swarmed up the fire 
escape and he fled. When last 
heard of he was closeted with 
Sara Enright, an agent in the 
Sardi building, where pur- 
suers had smashed through the 
locked entrance doo) 








+ 





Moving of the Mercury Theatre 
presentations of ‘Julius Caesar’ and 
‘A Shoemaker’s Holiday’ from. the 


limited-capacity house to the larzer 


National, N. Y., indicates the group's 


metamorphosis from an arty tf a 
commercial organization, Both pro- 
ductions have been attracting 
much business that it figured é 
revivals can do well in the large 
spot, 

Further signs of the Mer < 
yen for the coin is its proposal 
ticket agencies for a ‘buy Some of 
the brokers have made deals, r 
others are considering the proj - 
ton, 

National has 1,164 seats on tw 


| Total number of ticket 


WHITAKER RAY, | 





jammed the lobby, preventing other | 


patrons from reaching the box- 

office. One party with an order 
from a ticket agency was unable to 

enter the theatre until 9:30 p.m. be- | 
cause of the crowd of cheap ticket 

eekers., 

It was reported that 40c. each was 
being collected on the passes, but 
that was denied. Shuberts and | 


others who once went in for pass or 


‘service charge’ collections on ducats, 
discontinued the practice when tax 
officials ruled that 30c. out of each 


40c. collected must be paid the Gov- 


ernment. Grounds for that ruling 
were that as such admissions were 
in the $3.30 section of the theatres 


the tax applied on that price. 
Same rule applies for tickets sold 


at cut rates—$3.30 tickets sold for 


| half the price must be accompanied 


| 15¢) 


can 





son here a succe 


by the full tax. So instead of the 
customer paying $1.65 ($1.50 plus 
he must pay $1.80 per ticket. 
No tax apparently applies on tickets 
designed orchestra circle, since 
the levy starts at 4lc. 


as 


Whitaker 


MANAGER, DIES 


Ray 56. who died Fri 


day (14) of a heart attack at the 


floors, while the Mercury (formerly 
the Comedy) has 682 seats 
the gallery. National booking a 


time 1 for six 


including 
t th © 


Is announce weeks, 


s for sale dur- 


ng that period at the various pr ce 
are now advertised: 33,690 at $2.20, 
15.000 at $1.65, 12,000 at $1.10 and 
6.000 at 55c. In extra space. atten- 
tion is called to a total of 23,00 
tickets at ‘$1 and less.’ 

There was a line at the Nation*] 
when the sale opened Monday (17) 
and around 500 mail orders were on 
hand, In the ticket scale announced 
no mention was made of prices on 
Friday and Saturday nights when 
the top is $2.75. Possible gross at 
the National is $14,000 weekly for 
| virtually double that the the Mer- 


i the 


Cumberland hospital, Brooklyn, less 
than 24 hours after admittance, was 
one of the most likable personalities 
on Broadway. He became known 
particularly during the successive 
s?asons when Jed Harris, for whom 
he was general manager, forged to | 
the front. Whit, as he was called, 
took over in the Harris office in 1925 


in 
to 
pl 


during the ‘Broadway’ run, replac- 
g Herman Shumlin, who resigned 
produce on his own after a dis- 
ite with the manager over an ex- 
pected share of the profits. 


Ray continued in charge of the 
Harris enterprises until after ‘The 
Front Page.’ When that show con- 
| cluded Harris announced his retire- 
i} ment from show busine going to 
London, there to settle down and 
‘browse among the literati,’ as he put 
it. His office was maintained for a 
time, with Ray checking quotations 
on various stock issues which Harris 
held on margin. 





‘Way’ is said to have cost $170,000. 
Backing was secured by its pre- | 
enter, Alice Alexander, young 
dancer, Additional coin for extra 


advertising was reported, but not so 
expended. Coin is reputed to have 
come from a scion of the 
bach shipping people. 

Tickets for ‘Way’ were 
rates with the agency protesting 
against the orchestra circle idea, 
also the numerous passes. 


in cut- 


St. Loo Piaygoers Drive 
To Increase Membership 


St. Louis, Jan. 18 
With the first half of the lezit sea- 
the Playgoers of 
membership of 586 
€d a campaign to enlist 214 


St. Louis, with a 
have s‘a) 


more. Idea to assure the first en- 
tirely icces<ful eason n many 
ve Mayor Bernard F. Dickmann 
wnorary cna.) in of tne P] iV- 
Zoers board called a meet rs Jast 
week and « 1 the aid of promi- 
nent citizens jn f ve Member 
Jay $] eacn pel ) piu de- 
) t fe | n Io ¢ { 
ost of tickets to psoductio 
Thus f 10 é Y 
rou t » the The « 
e D i € { 
re If € 
>] ‘ t { I 
» 4 a of i) 
) ed to € vy Yor 
] 4 € er 


Lucken- | 


For years he was associated with 
the late Leonard Bloomberg in Phil- 
adelphia, where he managed the 
Chestnut Street Opera Hou for a 
time. He established a bill-posting 
vlant there which netted a fortune. | 
Ray married Bloomberg's secretary 
and adopted her son, Tom, a Cor- 
nell graduate who came to New 
| York from Massachusetts when Ray 
| died and arranged for cremation and 
| burial. Services were held Sunday 
(15) at Devlin’s funeral parlors on 


Starting as a pre 


ag 


also being in the Klaw 


> agent and man- 
Henry B. Harris, 


and Erlanger 


er for the late 


office, Ray was known for his liber- 
ality. His father, who conducted a 
hardware and general merchandise 
establishment in San Francisco, was 
wealthy and left his son nearly 
$400,000. Much of that money was 
spent on Broadway, not a small per- 
centage being given to friend tay 


died broke, 


the West Side, N. Y. 
widow, is seri 
ter, 


be 


Secured Harris Backing 


Nancy Ray, the 
ously ill at the Worces- 
Mass., Memorial hospital. 

It was through Ray that 
rg financed Harris’ early 


Bloom- 
produc- 





tions, including ‘Love ’Em and Leave 
’Em,’ which failed to click. Aside 
from financial favors to any number 
| of front of the house people in show 
busine he made many ‘discoveries. 
Included was Richard Maney, who 
barged from a nall town in the 
State f Washington and IO oe ime 
pre ‘ent for Ha during Ray 
er Pe 

Ra A i ) ted wv Wi ! 
ton M p uci ior at ( 
One venture A W Ware i 

) edyv } f 1 the 

t@ d Pe 

betty Philson in N. Y. 

Bet Philsor the mopnet in 
W 7 (RKO) f Ne 
Y pt ‘T Ps U 
Cc I { ‘ ‘ 

i D 1 ( 

W Gy t j 1 7 oe 

Rive last seast 


cury, 

However, a flock of theatre parties 
have been and are being 
for, such deals being at 
prices and therefore the 
gross will fluctuate. Management 
National huddled with tl 


arranged 
reduced 
weekly, 
of 
Mer- 


1e 


|cury operators over the subject and 


} it was 


| feeling that capacity will 


agreed that no 


for ‘Caesar’ would be sold, house end 


more parties 


be drawn 
regardless, 


Mercury is not resting on _ its 
laurels and is expanding the num- 
ber of people in its repertory cas s 

|It has started readying a trilogy of 
| Parts One and Two of ‘Henry IV’ 
and ‘Henry V.’ Some of the players 
are in the current revivals, but the 
plan is to present the latier show- 


ings at the Mercury, since the house 


is under lease to the group for a 
| year, Should ‘Caesar’ and ‘Holid:y’ 
remain at the National longer than 
the six weeks booked, revlacements 
will be required in the ‘Henry’ 


| 


| versity of Chicago, as outside 


land 


casts, 





Harold Atteridge, 51, 


Musical Show Writer, 
Dies; Ill Some Menths 


Se 


Harold Atteridge, 51, who died last 
Saturday (15) of cirrhosis after being 


ill for several months in his home 
at Lynbrook, L. L, was one of the 
few musical show writers who did 
|} not land in Hollywood. His activity 
in supplying books and lyries for 


Broadway shows covered a 20 vear 
period from 1912. Decline of stave 
musicals in the past several years 
found his familiar name absent from 
the boards of those musicals which 
were produced, 

Atteridge was in the Shubert au- 
thorship ranks longer than anv 
other author. He started writing 
librettos when a student in the Uni- 
ac- 
tivity, for he graduated on schedule 
received a degree of bachelor 
of philosophy. He was discovered by 
J. d. 


Shubert, who brought him to 
sroadway. 
Occasionally he wrote for other 


manavers and turned out individual 


lyrics such as ‘By the Beautiful Se: 
hich was put to melody by Harry 

Carroll. Atteridge wrote the books 

and most of the lyrics for ‘The Pass- 


ing 


Show,’ 


editions. 


which had a number of 
Among the many musicals 
t of which were presented at 


(ry 


the 





Winter Garden, N. Y.) he authored 
| were ‘Sinbad,’ ‘Big Boy,’ ‘Night In 
Venice,’ ‘Night in Spain,’ ‘Make It 
Snappy,’ ‘Dream Girl,’ Rose of 
Stamboul,’ ‘The Hor n Expie 
hirl of the Wor: ’ “Ro on 
1] of Jr.” ‘Maid in Ameriea,’ ‘Gay 
Pare I Last Waltz,” ‘Artist a 
Tor nd ‘B 1 I { 
} } t f the m a! 
Gree h V e Follie 
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MEN CONTINUE 
CLUB 


By JACK EDWARDS 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Spending their declining days in 
the warmth and sunshine of South- 
» California is a small group who 


a few years back organized them- | 
Ss ; as The Agents, a purely social 
oO nization designed to promote a 
spirit of camaraderie, and to give 
them an excuse for frequent contact | 
to chin over their memories. 

Back in the palmy days of the 


levitimate theatre—when there was 
a road, and touring companies were 
the country, making 
week stands, as well as frequent one- 
nizhters—this group of oldtimers 
were known as advance 
Company managers. It was an im- 
portant part they played in the suc- 


criss-crossing 


cess—or failure—of the traveling 
theatrical attractions. 

Hardly a newspaper office from 
coast to coast, or from the Creat |} 
Latkes to the Gulf in which these | 
road agents, particularly, were not 
well known. Those were the days 
when working agents. religiously 


made it a point to contact the drama 
editors, as well as the city desk, as 
an important factor 
the particular legit with which they 
identified. They were a more 
or less respected group of workers, 


ware 
we vig 


and they did much to establish an 
entente cordiale for the spoken | 
drama. 


Then Came the Film 

Then came the gradual decline of 
the road. Town after town was 
dropped from the New York booking 
sheets. Wild-catting was no longer 
the sinecure it had been in the boom 
days of the theatre. Pictures had 
taken the country by storm. A new 
generation became  film-conscious 
and one by one the road agents and 
the company managers began drop- 
ping by the wayside. 

Many of them migrated to South- 
ern California, particularly to Holly- 
wood, and here they have settled 
down to spend their remaining years, 
some of them comfortably retired, 
others, not so fortunate, grabbing off 
odd jobs here and there, but all 
more or less in the inactive category. 

It was about 11 years ago that 
Tom Hodgman, long since departed, 
suggested to Dick Mitchell, another 
veteran advance agent, and Myles 
Murphy, also deceased, that the 
theatrical craft then living on the 
Coast organize for purely social pur- 
poses. So in 1926 The Agents was 
formed, with membership at times 
running as high as 60. 

Today, The Agents still functions, 
with monthly  luncheon-meetings 
held at the Los Angeles Elks club, 
but the ranks have dwindled more 
and more with the passing years. 
There are no dues, nor have there 
ever been any. Once a year the 
agents pass the hat, dig up sufficient 
coin to supply the secretary with 
stationery and postage stamps so that 
members can be notified of forth- 
coming meetings or other important 
matters. At the monthly luncheons 
it’s Dutch treat. Occasionally there 
are guests, other persons prominent 
in the world of the theatre. Mostly. 
it's the old gang, drawn together 
with a bond of palship, that gathers 
for the hour and a half or two hour 
get-together. 

Just a few weeks ago The Agents 
lost their president, G. Horace 
Mortimer, who has served in the 
chair for several years. His death 
left another gap in the thinning 
ranks, but The Agents will carry on 

Frank J. Gibbons is secretary of 
The Agents. Affectionately known 
as ‘Cardinal,’ by reason of a close 
relationship to the Cardinal Gibbons 
branch of the family of that name. 
Gibbons served for more than 10 


years ahead of Oliver Morosco travel- 
ing shows, and a like number of 
years with attractions sent out by 


the Henry B. Harris office. 
of the retired 
fraternity. 
Others who no longer toil at their 
chosen professions, but who continue 
to play an active part 
of The Agents, include: Jack Ray- 
mond. D. Frank Dodge, Nick Wagner, 
Georve A. Harrison, Will F. Molitor. 
Fred Lotto, Ira LaMotte, Bill Roddy. 
He’s Used to Panning 
there’s Mason Peters, 


members of the 


Then 


now 


prospecting for gold in Arizona, and | 
himself; | 
Murray Pennock, in the trade news- } 


doing right. smart for 


paper field: Lee Parvin, press-agent- 
ins the Los’! Angeles production of 


| 
Ermatinger, managing the Biltmore 


agents or | 


in publicizing | 


He's one | 


in the doings | 


‘The Drunkard,’ now in its fifth year 

the local Theatre Mart; Peter 
theatre here: Norman Peel, son of J. 
Fred Peel, veteran showman, who is 
free lancing; Dick Mitchell, for many 
years with Joe Brooks, A. L. 
Erlanger, D. W. Griffith and Jeff 
McCarthy, who has connected with 
motion pictures and doing okay for 
himself: Jack Grimes, helping pilot 
j} the Al G. Barnes-Sells-Floto circus; 
| Ned Holmes, Pacific Coast exploiteer 





|for Warner Bros.; Frank Whitbeck, 
Metro’s studio advertising chief; 
| Stanley Dawson, dishing out tickets 


with the Cole Bros. circus, and in the 


box office at Santa Anita during the | 
winter racing meets; John J. Kelly, | 
loperating the Hollywod_ scenario | 


school: Frank . Perley. 


lthe Coast: Jack Edwards, this 
| Variety mugg; Doc Ralph Holmes, 
chiropractic practitioner here follow- 
ing a number of years as manager- 
operator of the legit theatre in 


| Burlington, Iowa. and several others 
| who at some time or another made 
| their mark in the field of the legiti- 


wintering on | 





| Wary of B’way 


(Continued from page 1) 








out). None fared well in New 
York, as previously out of town. 
Another case, last season’s ‘Jane 
Eyre, with Katharine Hepburn, was 
a boxoffice bonfire through a long 
spring tour. Actress was reluctant 
to come into New York with the 
show, however, and when Brooks 
Atkinson went to Chicago to catch 
the play and review it in his N. Y. 
Times column one Sunday, panning 
Miss Hepourn, she was reported to 
have definitely 
tempt Broadway. 





She’s again being 


{mentionec| for a legiter for New 
| York, but, will not do ‘Jane Eyre.’ 
| . . . . . 

Similarly, Miriam Hopkins is re- | 


| ported returning to the Coast 
an unsuccessful bout with 
the Guild’s ‘Wine of Choice.’ 
closed last Saturday (15) in 
burgh for repairs. 


ifter 


which 
Pitts- 


| 
pee di | Asa result of all this, Hollywood 
ae gents Ps S | ctare . j ‘ 
| Few of The Agents now og. aaa 'stars are growing more and more 
war - its ‘irons hold | : 
) in we od or its poche oa wary of taking Broadway stage of- 
. > - qa return o ne he 
| out ~“e aw hope aa Pw urn 5 iil fers. There are frequent cases of 
“oad. ¢ ‘ast W 1e roac ’ : . 
| roa " east wi! a “a id ntified | film names yearning audibly for a 
: »y were so closely S >a. P 
| which the jadbelaas ; |return to the speaking stage, but 
| True. they have their dreams, but ; 
# | usually they merely talk about it. 
mostly these crumble into a grim | Among such ¢ } " Robert 
, é ong suc -aSes las peen per 
realization that a new era has re- 7 ; pagllactnte : 


| placed their golden days, and most 
| are content to sit back, alone with 

their memories of the hey-dey of 
| the spoken stage, and of the part 
| they played in its development over 
| the years. 


2 MORE H’WOOD 
STARS BOW OUT 


Another play on the Broadway 
mid-January premiere list has been 
set back because of cast changes. 
Latest is ‘On Borrowed _ Time,’ 
Dwight Deere Wiman’s play which 
had been scheduled to open this 
week at the Longacre. 

Immediately after opening a try- 
out in New Haven las* week, Rich- 
ard Bennett was replaced by an un- 
| derstudy and Dudley Digges was 
called in. Latter is now rehears- 
ing in ‘Time,’ which is laying off and 
die to onen in Baltimore Jan. 31. 
New York debut date will be the 
following week. 

Claudia Morgan was engaged to 
replace Miriam Hopkins in ‘Wine of 
Choice,’ Theatre Guild’s show, which 
was also brought back. Show is due 
in Baltimore for the last half of next 
week, then playing a week of split 
time before going to Boston for two 
weeks. 
Guild theatre, N. Y., Feb. 21, 








Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 
Dissatisfied with revisions made by 
S. N. Behrman, the author, Miriam 


Hopkins withdrew from ‘Wine of 
Choice’ here Saturday night (15), 


following the show's final perform- 
ance at the Nixon. Miss Hopkins 
brought on her agent, Leland Hay- 
ward, from New York to help her 
arrive at a decision, and it came be- 
fore troupe left town, 

















No other cast changes contem- 
plated. Phillip Moeller, listed as 
| director, wasn’t with the play in 
| Pittsburgh, and although Theatre 
Guild officials wouldn’t admit as 
much, it’s understood he has with- 
drawn and that Herman Shum- 
lin will restage it. Shumlin came 





on to Pittsburgh with Behrman over 
the week-end. 

Verdict here on ‘Wine’ was sharply 
divided, but opinion was expressed 
that with a bolstering of certain sec- 
tions piece has more than an even 
chance of becoming a Broadway 
click. 


‘Service’ Back to Det. 


Detroit, Jan. 18. 
which played here 





‘Room Service,’ 


! » 

ito nice crowds last fall, is booked | 
|for repeat performance at the Cass | 
| the week of Feb. 13. Unless some- 


lined up immediately, 
the house will be dark ‘wo weeks 


| else is 
| 
ae the two-ween siand of ‘To- 


thing 


night at 8:30,, which relit house Sun- 
day (16) after week’s idleness. 

Present bookings also indicate an- 
| other darkness, following 
i ‘Service, for the next attraction 
| after that is ‘You Can’t Take It with 
| You,’ set for onening Feb. 27. 


week's 





‘COUNSELLOR’ RECASTS 

| Miami, Jan. 18. 
| Clara Langsner has been 
a WPA production of ‘Counsellor of 
Law’ here 

plaved cn 
the fi:m. 


j . \ \ 
| Part is the she 


3roadway 


same 
and in 


‘Wine’ is now slated for the | 


cast in} 


Montgomery, who was mentioned for 


‘Merely Murder,’ but didn’t appear 
in the show, which subsequently 
flopped. Paul Muni has repeatedly 


spoken of doing a legit show. John 
Barrymore is said to be interested. 


have Wendy Barrie, Lee Tracy, 
Spencer Tracy and numerous others. 
Charles Bickford is to appear in the 
next Group Theatre show. 
Generally, however, the picture 
people are becoming more and more 
gun-shy of risking a lambasting from 
the Broadway critics. And flops like 
‘Yr Obedient Husband,’ ‘Madame 
Bovary,’ ‘To Quito and Back’ and the 
others are just that many more storm 
warnings. They may try legit ap- 
pearances in Coast productions, but 
Broadway's another matter. 








Shows Out 


‘Yr Obedient Husband’ stopped at 
the Broadhurst, N. Y., last Saturday 
(15) after playing one week. Period 
play drew mixed notices, unsatisfac- 
tory to management. First known 
as ‘A Christian Hero.” About $8,500 
for the week. 





YR OBEDIENT HUSBAND 

Opened Jan. 10, °38. Critics 
| disliked this March-Eldridge 
show. Coleman (Mirror), ‘Isn’t 
|| much of a play.” Atkinson 
(Times), ‘Indifferent jest, indif- 








ferently performed.’ Variety 
(Ibee), ‘Limited engagement 
indicated. 











‘Tortilla Flat’ was panned at the 
Miller and withdrawn Saturday (15) 
after playing five performances. Pub- 
licity over mixup between the au- 
thor and a critic tended to hurt the 
box office. 





TORTILLA FLAT 
Opened Jan. 12, °38. Bad no- 
tices greeted this, Lockridge 
(Sun), ‘Not Likely.” Brown 
(Post), ‘Foul injustice to Mr. 
Steinbeck.’ 











‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ last 
winter's hit, will go to the road from 
the Vanderbilt after next Saturday 
(22), when it will have played 49 
weeks. Profitable engagement all 
the way. 





YES, MY DARLING 
DAUGHTER 

Opened Feb. 9, ’37. Unani- 
mous okay placed on this by 
first-stringers. Gabriel (Amer- 
ican said, ‘I report a good time.’ 
Anderson (Journal), ‘Merrily 
mischievous comedy, an amiable 
haven tor lght-minded play- 
goers. Variety (Ibee), ‘Distinct- 
ly a hit.’ 














‘Right This Way’ stopped at the 
| 46th Street Saturday (15) after play- 
ing one week and a half. Drew small 
money, especially for a musical, last 
week's takings being around $6,000. 
Claimed that show will reopen, but 
some leads are reported taking other 
engagements. 








| 


| 





‘East Side Doctor,’ 
play by Ossip Dymow, 
Artef, N. Y., Feb. 8. 


new Yiddish 
ypens at the 


decided not to at- | 


legit in | 


Ann Harding has been mentioned, as | 


Aside Stuf—Lesit = 


One of the formidable tabus of the theatre was violated in ‘Tortilla Flat’ 
Jack Kirkland’s adaptations of John Steinbeck’s novel, at the Henry Miller, 
N. Y., which closed Saturday (15) after five performances. Breach oc- 
curred at the final curtain when the bums in the story burn down their 
shanty. As the curtain falls flames are beginning to break through the 
roof and smoke is filling the stage. 

Showing of fire or even the reference to it is rare in the theatre. Fig- 
ured such suggestion might cause a panic in an audience, with tragic re- 
sults. Instance of avoiding that occurred in ‘Brother Rat,’ George Abbott’s 
production at the National, N. Y. Original script called for the characters 
to yell ‘fire on the campus,’ as V.M.I. cadets do to warn of women approach- 
ing. Line was changed to read ‘turkey’ instead of ‘fire,’ although several 
members of the cast were superstitious about the substitute word. 

When fire gutted a small shop adjoining Carnegie Hall two Saturdays 
|ago (8) during a Philharmonic-Symph concert, firemen were careful to 
work quietly in fighting the flames, lest the sound of bells, sirens, shouts, 
etc., might cause the audience to think the blaze was in the hall. Concert- 
goers were not aware there was a fire until they left the building. 











Surry Players, Inc., formed several months ago for the revival (at the 
| Ritz, N. Y.) of ‘As You Like It,’ has been dissolved, according to a notice 
| filed with the N. Y. Secretary of State by Cohen, Cole, Weiss and Wharton, 
| attorneys. Since the corporation was formed solely for the ‘Like It’ venture, 
the dissolution does not affect the group’s activities. 

Stated the outfit, headed by Katherine Emery and Anne Revere. is still 
conducting practice and experimental rehearsals and looking for plays. 
Eighteen actors are taking part in the rehearsals. Sheppard Strudwick, 
formerly a member, has gone to the Coast and several others, including 
Miss Emery, are rehearsing in outside shows. When those productions are 
; settled for runs, the players will return for group rehearsals. Group, 
| which has had several summer seasons at Surry, Me., will begin prepara- 
| tion about April 1 of productions for the coming summer. 
| to go to Maine about June 1, 
two revivals. 


Players plan 
Schedule will include two new plays and 


List of the ‘10 best’ press agents in show business was selected last week 
| by Jay Carmody, legit and film critic of the Washington (D.C.) Evening 
Star. Only one given special rating was Rufus Blair, of Paramount. He 


was placed first, with the others following without preference. In addition 
to Blair, the tabulation included Richard Maney (Guthrie McClintic- 


Katharine Cornell), Charles Washburn (George Abbott), Barrett Kiesling 
(Metro), Helen Deutsch and Joe Heidt (Theatre Guild), Frank La Falce 
and Dan Terrell (Warner Bros. in Washington), J. Raymond Bell (Loew's 
Washington), Ben Washer (Goldwyn). Also ads as nitery p.a.s Mrs. 
Frances Shipped and Ruther Barnard, of Washington, 








| 
| 
| Laura Hope Crews was in and out of ‘Yr Obedient Husband’ prior to 
| the show reaching New York. Dame May Whitty was originally chosen 
|for the part and opened in it. Miss Crews was called in -to replace her, 
| but then Miss Whitty was recalled and given a guarantee of four weeks, 
| She was in the show when it premiered at the Broadhurst, N. Y., last week. 
When the show closed Saturday (15) after one week on Broadway, the 
| English actress received additional pay under the contract given her when 
| she rejoined the show. 
| Several cases of men in Broadway legits this season dyeing their hair. 
| Kurt Conway had his thatch colored black to go in ‘Having Wonderful 
| Time.’ Ezra Stone, in ‘Brother Rat,’ has gone blond. Anthony Ross be- 
came a redhead to play a lion in ‘Greatest Show on Earth.’ And Luther 
Adler dyed his hair black to play the lead in ‘Golden Boy.’ 

Dyed hair for femmes is common on the stage and many men wear 
| toupees, but believed the male hair-dyeing is unprecedented on the present 
scale, 





While the Theatre Guild’s ‘Wine of Choice’ was trying out on the road, 
| Paul Stewart missed the Friday night performances. Actor is also a 
|radio announcer and is regularly on the Kool-Raleigh show over NBC 
| Blue, with Tommy Dorsey, that night. He paid his understudy to do the 
| legit show for him that performance, scooted to N. Y. for the broadcast 
| and returned to the stage for the Saturday matinee. Did so in Philly and 
again last week in Pittsburgh. Had to duck the radio stint while the 
show was in Chicago. 


‘The Greatest Show on Earth,’ which opened at the Playhouse, N. Y., 
| last week is given some rating as a novelty, but observing showmen 
believe it could have been made a good thing if changes had been made 
{prior to the premiere. New managerial firm of Helen Bonfils and George 
| Somnes did seek revisions, but understood the authors refused to permit 
script changes. 

Some changes are reported to have been made after the opening, 
| with the second night a better performance than the first. Authors 
| evidently were not so adamant after they read the notices. 

June Walker, who was in Switzerland recuperating from a knee infec- 
tion, arrived in New York last week much improved. Although the 
| actress had a slight limp, she stated that doctors do not believe another 
| operation necessary. 

Star is slated for a new production, probably appearing on Broadway 
| this winter. 


Disgust manifested itself upon the ailing Richard Bennett in a scene of 
‘On Borrowed Time,’ in New Haven last week, causing him to make a 
statement that excited a dither in the audience. Annoyed at the swing 
of a gate on stage, the veteran actor halted Frank Conroy to say: ‘Just a 
minute, while I join the stagehands’ union and show these men how to fix 
a gate so it will stay open.’ 

Reputed illness forced Bennett from his role this week. 











Company manager on the road with a hit name is putting on the prima- 
| donna act as if he thought he were making a farewell tour. Is leaving a 
| trail of burned up newspaper men after him. In at least four cities the 
show has played there are drama editors, etc., waiting to catch the c.m. 
| on his next trip around and with a show not as hot as his present meal 
ticket. 
| Both the Mercury Theatre productions and ‘Pins and Needles,’ produced 
| by the Ladies’ Garment Union, are getting plenty of unsolicited publicity. 
| After the critical raves, drama editors, magazines and columnists have 
| proven pushover for the news. Reverses usual p.a. headache, which is to 
| provide enough material, instead of trying to place it. 
Not discouraged by the failure of ‘Western Waters’ (first called ‘Tough 
. Y., Elsa Moses, 


| fT’ Chaw’), which closed after one week af the Hudson. N 
| widow of Harry Moses, will stick to show business. 

She is keeping her office open and is reading scripts with the expecta- 
tion of producing again next season. 


Brock Pemberton is still waiting for the finished script of ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye,’ authored by Claire Booth Luce. It was due for com- 
pletion some time ago, but the authoress was unable to work at revisions 
u2 to her s rv ‘ih pneumonia. 
ina motor accident at Miami, 


iHne-e 


Later, her mother was killed 
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Helen Hayes 236, Door 156, Chi; 
‘Take It’ Exits After 49 Weeks 


seohaeiatiecionee + 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Last week saw the final bow-out 
of ‘You Can't Take It with You,’ 
after a 49-week run. Show ran up 
to as high as $17,000 at its peak, and 
never dropped below $9,500 at its 
weakest. It takes rank in Chicago’s 











‘Choice’ $15,000, Pitt; 


‘Room Service’ Current 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 

Despite mixed notices and disturb- 

ing reports from other key spots, 

‘Wine of Choice’ had enough on the 





which assured it good get- 


favorable wora- 


" ‘ auspices 
McKay Morris and Cecil Hun pe side 
: away and 


phreys, 


ng Yr shows along with ‘Three 
om n tage Hor at ‘Top vy and Eva.’ ball to knock down an excellent 
Mer é se, ~ UVa, : ees 
q ; tni > and ‘Abie’s ir; h Rose.’ | $15,000 last week at the Nixon. New 
pL a ADIE S LOS 
a e ; ‘ ; | shows without a Broadway rep rarely 
Last week brought the produc- l<tand a chance around here fe 
tion of ‘Merchant of Venice’ by | names of Miriam Hopkins and A 
Helen Haves and other fron the lander Woollcott on marquee 
Gilbert Miller shows he M V mt ge |!came the customary prejudice 
Regina’ and “Tovarich Most of the] 
y > 4 | lay was presented under 
cast are from ‘Victoria,’ but with | Play was_ presented 
| 


‘ar Se generally 
of ‘Tovarich, pitching in with two : 





| 


ctu Os : ‘ of-mouth resulted in brisk window 
jobs. Special matinee showing was a | aie ott tena hemi Presence a és 
capacity smash and may result in | Ricker yersonality always insure: 
another performance before Miss] ~~" wy See A ' 
. ‘ | good upstairs, but lower floor got a 
Hayes leaves town. }é Age ioe = 
pet ae . | nice play as well this time. 
Victoria’ continues to strong busi- | Nixon has ‘Room Service’ cur- | 
Ss } | roa. | IN 12 las » | 
— h’ ey Erlang <a ‘i vee! : = = rent and then goes dark for fort 
M + gf age or Pi a 0 ht Cr 7 | night, due to premature folding on | 
yr 4 ) ¢ © o ee 0 ‘ 9 a j 
I : f: ot - -ue " ti * be th anew ‘|! the road of ‘Babes in Arms Next 
ac > S ¢ Sa « { 0 Ss VS ‘ re ‘ 
2 st an Fag sce omg. : {show will be Ina Claire’s ‘Once I: 


single banner, reading: ‘High 
Tide of Theatrical Empire.’ 

Though ‘Can't Take It’ left town. 
Sam H. Harris is still represented 1n 
the loop lineup with ‘Stage Door, 


; 

aer < . % 
unaer a Feb. 7, and then house goe: 
again for run of ‘In Old 
opening Feb. 13 


Last Week 


Enough,’ 
| celluloid 
Chicago,’ 


Estimate for 


which is doing well enough in the! ‘Wine of Choice’ (Nixon) (2.100: 

Grand. Drew mixed notices, though | $2.75). Tryouts are usually poison 

the majority of the reports were on] here, but not this one, and $15.000 

the right side. | was exceptionally good. “Room Ser- 
Cornelia Otis Skinner’ brought! vice’ is current. 

‘Edna, His Wife’ into the Harris last ————— 

night (Monday) for a fortnight, and 


will be followed in the theatre by 
Robert Henderson's midwest produc- 
tion of the Noel Coward “Tonight at 
8:30’ playlets. 


HUB VERY SAD; 


| 
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‘Night Jan. 16° Headed 
For Pale $4,000, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Jan. 18. 
Several holdovers here but no 
great biz at any of the houses. 


Werba’s Brooklyn is in second stanza 


SS nee — A ~ ———— ——3 


Bway Defies Weather, Flops Hurt: 
Right’ Best $31,600, ‘Hooray’ 286, 
‘Susan,’ Lunts $19,000, ‘Wagon’ 146 





with ‘Night of Jan. 16’ and _ still 
choosing Jury from sparse audiences. 
Weak $4,000 in view. At the Little 
theatre, the Brattleboro Players, in 
a second week of ‘Oliver, Oliver,’ 
got off with excellent notice from 
local press and mild spurt at b.o. | 

Another legit was the two-day | 
stand of Chamber: iin Brown's pro- 
duction of ‘At a Ce rtain Hour,’ who- 
dunit by Do ass Lyons, at the 
Academy of ‘Mu. No par at 
b.o. Majestic, other downt 1 house, 
is still dark 


“ SUBSTANCE’ 126, 


RAT $10,708: 
PHILA. OK. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18 


Chestnut, Forrest < 1 be } 
all] lighted, and only the I 
dark this week, but, ac ding to 


present indications, the Chestnut has 


no bookings after the current one 

ifor a month or more Erlanger 

inext is ‘June Night,’ a tryout, Jai A. ol. 
Irish seem to be having their inn 


I 
moment Started las 


ings at the 

week, when ‘Shadow and Substance, 
a play written by an Irish play- 
| wright, Paul Vincent Carroll, and 


i produced by fhe 
| their own theatre 


Estimates for Last Week ‘ * 
‘Stage Door,’ Grand (1.400: $2.75) 

(2d week). Generally good notices 5% 

for show and Joan Bennett; held to | 


fine $15,000 on its opening session 

and figures for month's stay. 
‘Tovarich,’ Selwyn (1.000; $2.75) 
(5th week). Only the side seats re- 


Boston, Jan. 18. 





maining vacant; excellent word-of- j Wholesale turnover of shows finds 
mouth, especially on Eugenie Leonto- | three out Saturday (15) and one new 
vich’s_ performance; above $11,600) one in Monday (17). Constance Cum- | 


again last week. 


‘ ‘ mings opened at Wilbur Monday (17) 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Erlanger (1,400:| jn ‘If I Were You,’ while ‘Leaning 
$3.30) (4th week). Also special mati-| on Letty.’ ‘Housemaster’ (to 
nee of ‘Merchant of Venice’ on Fri-| called ‘Bachelor Born’ 


when it comes 


|: 


be | | Many 


day (14) at $2.20 top; still big at{!to New York). and the Abbey Play- 
$23,000. lers all quit last Saturday (15) 

‘You Can't Take It with You,’ | Legit trade was rather sad _ last 
Harris (1,000; $2.75). Finally | week, and since the holidays there | 


scrammed after 49 stanzas in town.| has been a general slump that has 


Closed run to strong $13,000 on final | wrinkled foreheads among the man- |° 


1 ‘Silver 


Abbey Players in 
last year, made its 
bow at the Chestnut, and, to complete 
the flavor of Erin, it had Sara All- | 
good, herself an old Abbeyite, in a 
featured role 

Opening last night (Monday), the 
Abbey group itself came into the 
Forrest for a two-week run. Giving | 
Lennox Robinson's comedy, ‘The Far- 
Off Hills’ all this week, but next | 
Monday and Tuesday (24-25) offer a | 
Play never given in this country, 
Jubilee, by Cormac O’Daly. 
| La ter in the week ‘The New Gos- | 
oon,’ ‘The Playboy’ and ‘The Plough | 
ind the Stars’ will be presented. 
believe the Forrest (2,000 ca- 
pacity) is too larg yr these 


wn 


se a house f 


ntimate plays. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Shadow and Substance,’ Chestnut 
(1,646: $2.50) (2d week). Fourth sub- 


scripticn play of the ATS; 


but not much b.o. re 


crix raved, 


|‘Julius Caesar’ and 
Holiday’ 


While business generally was okay, | profitable business and should extend 


despite bad eatin on Broadway | well into spring period; improved 
last week, new casualties continued | last week to $13,000 : 
to mar the presentation record of ‘Right This Way,’ 46th Street. 
the winte: Two out of three en St P iddenly aft ee} and 
trant last week were withdrawn | half $6 000 last week: ¢ ‘ - 
Cc (| ) 1 ( ) 
Ott ! ¢ ‘> . — , : { 
moom service, ( ere 
((C*-1,059-$3.30). We r nee he 
| ¢ ( Ch r 
‘7 ( ‘ { | | t 
QO , B UUU SI { 
I F 1 . < ‘ 
f if ; Stop-Ov\ I ee} 
nf le ( ¢ | CD-961-$.% Q) ] or 1 ( ‘ 
Dut ) i er ( ttend aN ty 
| Right 1 Way,’ 46th Street een ' 
meagre n 1e) ind close ‘Susan and God,’ Plymout} 16th 
| thaw } ponsors claimed it would re veek) (CD-1,106-$3.30). One of €n- 
light ‘The Greatest Show on Eart} oO! tandouts drawil big attend- 
rot '¢ than $5,000 at the Plavhouse ance con tently: up somey t last 
Some improvement was noted bs veek, with takin: around $19.000 
“Time id the Conways.’ Rit and | mark. 
lso ‘The Cradle Will Rock, Windsor.| “The Star Wagon,’ Empire «17th 
Again nearest to capacity through- | week) 'D - 1,096 $3.30). Another 
it the week a I’ Rather Be lout: es fairly ct ‘ ated 
Right.’ Alvin. at $31.600, with ‘Hooray |; ind $14,000 la week 
fo) W — W sige Garden, runnet ‘The Women,’ Barrymore ith 
+ heli ber * Re 1 - In ee oe ;| Week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Like other 
ee n me ; evi dpe oe ; “| long-run shows, busine is off, but 
‘Thre e Waltzes, Majestic range | setting a profit right along; jumped 
lowe! Siraight show division: ‘Susan | jact week to $13.000. 
i a Hwinxg h 1 ‘Am- 
ne rte Oe hitvigy OM ee et Stas | ‘Time and The Conways,’ Riiz (3d 
Wagon.’ Emoire $14 000 ‘Golden week) (D-918-$3.30). Steadily picked 
30v’ Belasco. $14.000: ‘Of Mice and | UP: though gro 5 not good, import 
Men” Music Box. $13.000: ‘You Can't | ™2Y climb into winring division; 
Take‘It With You, Booth, $13,000; | 2/000 or better last week 
‘The Women,’ Barrymore. $13.000:| “Three Waltzes,’ Maijes (4th 
‘Room Service.” Cort. $9.000 Some | week) (O-1,753-$3.30). Mos tly lower 
of those figures are bette: than the | floor demand and at matines aided 


DY agency 
is | $20,000; 


am- 


upport takings around 
Miracle.’ fairly good for operetta 
from the St ‘Tortilla Flat,’ Miller. Withdrawn 
(17). but ; Saturday; adverse press; played five 
| performances. 


nrevious wee “> 
‘Father Malachy’s 
nered by unions. went 
James to the Guild Monday 
played without scenery and with 


makeshift costumes It moved back ‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (215th 
to the St James Tuesday bo | week) C-1,107-$1.65). No material 
Brother Rat’ will move into a fourt 1) change in pace for run leader: last 
house when it goes from the “Aad ieee around $5,500 was slightly 
tional to the Ambasasdor next Mon- | above previous week. 

day (24) Former spot will KCl) «Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Van- 


: ‘A Shoemaker's | derbilt (49th 
from the small Mercury Final week: 

In addition to ‘Husband’ and ‘Flat’| keys to be 
closing last Saturday, the Intimate | je; 
Opera Co. withdrew from the Little. | 
and two WPA show ‘Processional’ 
and Eugene O'Neill playlets. were 
withdrawn. This is the final week 
for ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Van 


(C-804-$3.30). 
stay longer, but 
before film re- 


week ) 
might 
played 
around $6,000. 

‘Yr Obedient Husband,’ sroad- 
hurst. Press not favorable and man- 
gement decided to withdraw: closed 
| Saturday (15) after eight perform- 


‘Kk AY Pte se ver and ‘ ‘es ‘d arc 1 $8,500 
session. Edna. His Wife,’ with} agement. | at £ Pee es can | dereill | ances; quoted around $8,500. 

“ee A cg Winans ae : atre version of ‘Julius |#bove subscription money; $12,000; aie eae , cy Can’ ’ ; — 
: ght in pon ; _ SAE, SPRNNE: Sent | & com gp Me yg the Coloni: al Jan. |figured sure to jump up this week | Due next w eek Bachelo1 30rn lB ig ant oe It wits You, 
=“ poet ’':—P ‘e j 7 that nd > ight ‘Yes “My throu; sh word-of-mouth. | (toured as ‘The Housema cer } ste _— ae ns pees gasp 

WPA 24, and on that same nigh ha y | ‘Broth Rat.’ 0: $259) } Broadhurst; ‘If I Were You.’ Mans- | * ttered winning pace and will 
‘See Naples and Die,” Blackstone Darling Daughter,’ comes to the | rother Rat,’ Locust (1,400; $2.50) | com . 7 doubtless stick into warm weather; 
, ie cata alertalc ni aaiceaaMan Ply nouth. Jed Harris’ by 2 Town’ | (4th week). Going along on nice | Geld: Shadow and Substance, Gold- | © ent to around $13 000 ‘ k ee 
-- dantady ag 31 even keel and showing profit; $10,700; | €") ‘Journeyman,’ Fulton, went to arounc J, mark, 
is coming into the Shubert Jan. 31. gate ; | Added 
é ? . Estimates for Last Week another week or two sure. Estimates for Last Week | 
Stream Not Precious: pecans vay co: leo tbbey | Players, Forrest (2,000:| ‘All That Glitters,’ Biltmore (ist|_ ‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage; 
’ ‘Housemaster,” Plymouth (1,480: | $2.50) (1st week). Irish thespers of- | week) (C-991-$3.30). Presented by | Satiric revue by unionists 

$2.75). Enjoyed a good run here, but} fering repertory. George Abbott: written by John Intimate Opera Co., Little; closed 


final 


Brutal $5,000, Frisco 


sagged badly last two weeks; 
frame was around $6,500. 

‘Leaning on Letty,’ Wilbur (1.227: 
$2.75). Strong matinee piece, fair 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. atter dark, took only $5,000 for clos- 


‘Lady Precious Stream’ closed at| ing (third) stanza 
the Curran Theatre last Saturday we Poy sheonen, Copley 1.035: 
(15) after two disappointing weeks. $2.20). Skidded to $4.200 for finale. 
Instead of folding, as planned, the getting spotty biz all during the 
show played last night (Monday) at three-week run 
Phoenix, Ariz.. and plays tonight Laediiaiiammniinnan 
(Tuesday ) at Claremont, Cal. 
eeeee it a disband tomor- CI Still Hidi 0 t: 
row (Wednesday 

Next door to the Curran the San eve. i : ing . / 
Francisco Light Opera Co. finished 
a three weeks’ run Saturday (15) 
Biz last stanza wasn’t any too forte. 





“Yes My Darling Daughter.’ with 

Florence Reed heading the cast Cleveland. Jan. 18. 
opened last night (Monday) to a 7 sere ; 
packed house. Adance sale on|. Hanna's legit business is ‘still hic - 
‘Daughter,’ and the ‘Women’ which | !>S In the post-holiday cellar Noel 
opens Feb. 7, very good. |!Coward's ‘Tonight at 8:30’ cycle 


played to quarter-full houses all 


Estimates for Last Week i week, reaching only $7,500 


| 





‘Tonight 8:30’ Sour $7,500. 


| what disposition to make of 


‘| WERE YOu’ $8, 900; 
WASH. JUST COASTING 


Ww ashington, Jan. 18. 


No life on the local legit scene 
this week, with National dark wait- 


ing ‘Room Service,’ which comes in 
next Monday (23). Last week wasn’t 
any too bright, either, with ‘If I 
Were You,’ new farce by Paul Her- 
vey Fox and Benn Levy, opening 





slow and not picking up a great| 
deal. 
One review pointed out the play 


had a good idea, but an idea bette 

than the play. Fox and Levy spent 

week rewriting, then weren't sure 

how. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘If I Were You,’ National! (1,698 


auc — wat oe Bookings for the rest of the month | $2.75). Might have done better an- 
compan aj 1’ mu ~y bet! a“ ie Opera | are about as unsettled as the weather. | othe r time but with holiday-busted 
pected . Biz fi “i cade ete mg ne | Nothing set until Jan. 31, when the | Gove ronment employees awaiting 
Final session ; little elit “er $6 500. ‘| Mordkin ballet comes in for three | P@ yday (15th) house was never 
Sate Meeeke se St — eae, |days. ‘In Old Chicago,’ roadshow | filled; $8,500. 
4ad) us Stream,’ Curran | i] ‘s dated for Fet 12 Play | i 

(1.500: $2.50) Ithouch the manace- | film, is dated fot _Feb. 12. iy | 
ment’ claimed . pretty Mere first | House is holding ‘Night of January P 

all rs BOK 5? é az ; a % _ yuse’ a 
week, ‘Lady Precious’ never reallv aaa gy ae Ses nee , ‘Daughter $10,000, L. A., 
got started here. $5,000 estimated ' aa 


Estimate for Last Week 
WPA ‘Tonight at 8:30,” Hanna (1.425 
‘Nude With Pineapple,” Alcazar. | $2.50). Names in Noel Coward's 
(Ist week) (1.269: $1.10). Biz ex-| series not well enough known, and 
cellent. Comedy looks set for good | blizzards 
run |} down to a brutal $7,500. 


Cornelia O. Skinner 8G: | ‘Richard’ $8,500, Cincy 
Cincinnati, Jan. 18 


‘Take It’ Current, St. L. <reggelrarneiaiy 
ing Richard 


: ‘oe J: 7 | Maurice Evans in 
‘Edna. His ans gi one. bar _| pulled $8,500 on three performances 
geri faith road jegiter| Friday and Saturday 
here this season, copped $8.000 for was big Friday night. 
eight performances endi ng Saturday inee was a sellout Saturday night 
(15) and fell behind the pace of the trade was light, due to opposish from 
— improving biz. Take repre- Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra at 
sents a 25’, increase over the @p-| Mucie Hall. — : 
pearance of Cornelia Otis Skinner. |~ <i ea 
two years ago in a series of sketches. A incy is without legit this 
Estimate for Last Week |*You Can't Take It With You 
‘Edna, His Wife” American (1,707;| 'n the Cox Jan. 23 for 
$2.20). Rave reviews helped to yet | Stay. 
$8.000. which was satisfactory: cur- Estimate for Last Week 
rent, ‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ ‘King Richard II,’ 
only to be skedded for a two weeks’ | $3.30). Almost 
Stand here this season: began Sun- | performances 
day (16). (14-15), $8,500, 


for last (2d) week, 


Saturday mat- 


week 


a two-week 





capacity for 


(14-15) 3iz | 


| 
| 
} 
{ 


helped to cut the gross | 


| three 


| 


comes | 


| 


Taft (2.506: | 
three | 


‘Women’ Advance Good 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18 

‘The Women’ got under ay at the 
Biltmore yesterday (Monday) for a 
three weeks’ soiourn On the 
of the advance sale. the piece s!| Id 
have no trouble hitting a profitab! 
initial week Yes, My D 
Daughter’ folded ut house (15) 


good stanzas 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Plt 
more (C-1.656: $2.75). Interest held 
lo finish with comtortable $10,000 on 
the third and final week 

WPA 

‘Days Without End,” Mayan Eu- 
vene O'Neill drama 
Thursday (13) to fair returns. 

‘Lovalties,” Holivwood Playhouse 
Debuts Thursd (20) for minimum 
of two weeks 


‘Ah, Wilderness,” Macon. First of } tic 
Friday and Saturday gj iinet. new 


stock series. Entering 
second week to satisfactory biz. 


| (C-1,164-$3.30) 


Oper d la t | 


3aragwanath and Kenneth Simpson; | Sunday (16), 


well regarded at tryout; opens to- Revivals 

night (Wednesday ). ‘Julius Caesar,’ ‘The Shoemaker's 
‘Amphiiryon 38, Shubert (12th| Heliday, Mercury; repertory selling 

week) (C-1,387-$3.30). Now definite | out; moves to National next week. 

that revival of ‘The Sea Gull’ will 


‘A Doll's House,’ 
estimated, 

‘The Fireman’s Flame,’ 
Music Hall; 
spot. 


Morosco; $8,000 


be done by lLunts: to alternate 
with the current show. which rated | 
close to $19,000 last week. 

‘Between the Devil,’ Imperial (5th | 


American 
old type meller in night 





week) (M-1,468-$4.40). Publicity at- WPA 

tendant show’s special Warm Springs ‘ fathnn 9 ‘ss 
benefit performance in Washington ee eae rr Nation,’ Adelphi; 

| Sunday (23) should help; doing Big diner te | itictt: - 
rather ell: ectimate ve 20.000. rOCeSS ’ 4 Mt: closed 
rather well; estimated over $20,00t | Eugene O'Neill playlets, Lafayette, 


‘Brother Raf,’ National (58th week) 


Moses again, to Am- | 
} 


closed, 
sbeiaesitieiaine ‘ ‘. ; 


bassador and with scale reduced may 
tay through winter: 


$5,500: ‘Julius Caesar’ — "hos, | ‘Glitters’ $9,000, Balto; 


maker's Holiday’ move in from : 
More Than ‘Rat,’ ‘Service’ 


Mercury next Monday (24). 

‘Cradle Will Rock,’ Windsor (3d 

week) (C-969-$2.20). Picked up 

somewhat, with takings approximat | Mettimore 3: T 
profitable for show | oe 

out scenery. Abbott’s latest try, ‘All 


ing $7,000; with 


George 


i. 7 ae ae ., | That Glitters,’ tried out at the Mary- 

PR aga SO gy i ‘4 ft eae ane | Jand last week and drew criticul 
Moved to Guild Monday and played ,'°Y© and hefty biz. Off to good ad- 

| without scenery: union tangle: re vance and opening night on the 
umed here Tuesday: bit undes trength of the previous Abbott rec- 


ord here, biz built stror ily to sell- 

eer ons for the latter part of 
week, inding up with a take of 
$9.000, 


10.000 last week. 
‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco (12th week) 
(J)-1 O00-$3.30). Went forward to 
nd $14,000, which has been aver- | aa 
yace; road compat Nothing in 


ge week! currently and nothing 


} vy plan 

helved: looks set for balance of sea- | '2 Hine 

on | Estimate for Last Week 

‘Gre: « , y oi 4 4 - +t: n : 
a oe ree ‘All That Glitters,’ Maryland (1+ 
ho > (3 u » $ 2 > ° or rh : 

1OU ‘ 3d aN eePK) ( D 61(6-$3.5)) ) j 750: $2.20). Town turned out n 
Showed little envth ufte critical me ~ a : ‘ oe kay $9000 
ae ar ; \ 1 $5 000 ae toni nNOUnNUNE proporvon to OKay >: a 
re PTOACNe ) sume Wik | beat previous tryout take: for 


of moving to Little 

‘Hooray for What!’, Winter Garden 
‘Sth week) (M- 1,671-$4.40) More } 
than held pace last’ week with | ‘Time’ 52,000, New Haven 
takings around $28.000 mark: figured 
kay for this season; or ly “Rat! er Be | New Haven, Jan. 18 
Right’ bieger | Shubert caught a light $2.000 on 
(12th | the 


Brother Rat’ and ‘Room Service. 


coin pgetter 


‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Alvin tryout of Richard Bennett On 
week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Only show in| Borrowed Time’ in a four perform- 
j; town selling out except Mercury re-| ance stand Jan. 13-15. Play dre 


vivals in small capacity house: B’way | unfavorable notices. 


leader quoted at $31.600 last week. House has a fair advance sale on 
‘Many Mansions,’ 44th Street (13th ‘Julius Caesar’ for the coming weck- 
week) (D-1,323-$3.30). Gets somej|end Jan. 20-22 and a so-so response 


weekend trade, but weekly pace|on Mikhail Mordkin’s baliet fer J: 
light and material betterment ques- | 24. Latter is a one-niter. 
ynable now; $5.000. | Premiere of Ina Claire in ‘Once Is 
Men.” Music Box! Enough’ is set here for Jan. 27, letter 


| ‘Of Mice and 


(9th week) (D-1,019-$3.30). Drawing half of the week. 
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Plays on Broadway 





TORTILLA FLAT 


edv in acts (four scenes). Pre 
@en'2 by Jack Kirkland and Sam H. Gris- 
4) Adap.ed by Kirkland from novel by 


John Steinbeck, Staged by Kirkland. Set 

tings. Mord: cai Gorelik; agsistant director, 

Theodore Corday. At the Henry Miller 
theatre, N. ¥., Jan. 12, '38; $3.30 top. 

Johnay Pom POM. .ccccceces Eddie Craven 

Pmatia BOviemOhs .6é<cccedaces Harry Bellaver 

PMONs cctce rece caeeeenwnsnads Robert Keitl 

Si > Ratv iriz..ccccess Erin O’Brien-Moore 

POMSOL, 266 coreseenese Joseph = de Villard 

Porta Bee. cccceccccecek irold Moffet 

1 i i. rd Woods 

J \ i rar .M ch € 

Al M Mary S 

, sam ’ n 

canna Peter Be vais 

There are several angles on this lp 


show—and all of them against its 
‘hances. It’s the second adaptation | 
1f a John Steinbeck novel to reach | ' 


Broadway in a couple of months, pre- 


vious one being the author’s own 
dramatization of his ‘Of Mice and 
Men. current at the Music Box, N. Y. 


Play drew the juiciest critical raves 
so far this season, and comparisons 
were bound to be tough. 

Kirkland’s ‘Tobacco Road’ adapta- 
tion, at the Forrest, N. Y., 
cessful novel by Erskine 
one of the top money-makers of 
Broadway history—meaning more 
comparisons. For a third angle, all 
three plays are based primarily on 
characier, and all deal with how the 
other half lives. Dialog, too, is out- 
spoken and theme sordid. in the 
case of ‘Tortilla,’ like ‘Tobacco Road, 
Kirkland not only adapted, but 
staged the show, and is co-producer 
with Sam H. Grisman, 

From reports, Steinbeck’s 
has considerable color and 
pheric charm. Its characters are said 
to be lifelike and distinctive, its 
theme brilliantly satirical. But those 
elusive qualities have evaporated in 
Kirkland’s adaptation. As a play. 
‘Tortilla’ is still atmospheric, but its 
characters seem artificial; it is talky, 
virtually actionless and inconclusive. 
Instead of being satirical, it is some- 
what incomprehensible, 

In essence, ‘Tortilla’ is 


Caldwell, is 


novel 
atmos- 


about an 


amiable, drunken, disreputable, 
worthless gang of bums. Being pen- 


niless, improvident and lazy, they 
have made a fine art of loafing. They 
generously share thefts, wine, 
and the occasional strumpets 
stroll by. 

But when one of them 
two ramshackle houses, the effect is 
demoralizing. They become greedy, 
treacherous and quarrelsome. One 
actually does a little work—to fhe 
horror of the others. 

Players generally do as well as 
they can with their opaque material. 
As lusty, loud, lewd and genuine 
Big Joe, Harold Moffet turns in a 
capable supporting performance and, 
with Mary Servoss, contributes the 


who 


only outright funny scene of the 
play. Erin O’Brien-Moore is 
fiery and amorous as the com- 


munal sweetheart of the crowd. 
Robert Keith is properly crafty and 
dissembling as the self-admitted 
friend of the heir, while Joseph M. 


deVillard is oily, explosive and 
futile as the imposed-upon wine- 
seller. 


As Danny, whose property disrupts 
the group, Edward Woods seems con- 
fused. But in the writing, the role 
is not well defined. Eddie Craven 
and Harry Bellaver, as two members 
of the guzzling crew, are haltered by 
the artificial dialect of their lines. 
Mordecai Gorelik’s settings are 
imaginative and effective. 

While Paramount already owns the 
screen rights to ‘Tortilla,’ and pre- 
sumably intends to film it, the pic- 
ture prospects of the story don’t ap- 


from a suc- | After an o.k. Act 





| 


| 
| 
| 





inherits | 


talk 


| 


| within the house at gun-point until 


between Kirkland the N. Y. Herald | 
Tribune's dramatic critic, Dick 
Watts. Jr.. arising from the latter’s 
notice on this show.] 

(Show closed Saturday night (15) 
after five performances; review 
printed for the record.) Hobe. 


cil Oven | 


Melodra ’ 1 th t ne). nre- 





jen Farnham Calvin Thoma 
Marie Farnham... Norma 
Peter Farnham 

Benjamin Farnham, J 
Jerry Farnham... .. Eugene 
Dick Melkernan 3 
Matt Seanlon -- Ar. nur 
Foster ...dames Shelburne 


Dr. Raiph G son Donald Cameron 





Thread-thin is chance 
achieves for 
One, 


this 


success. 


any 





melodrama 


play dis- 
integrates. 

Lines 
to the 
are too many; 
people 


seem to be unrelated 
Entrances and exits 
before the last act the 
running up and down the 
single become monotonous 
and too theatrically affected. 
Arthur Byron and Sidney Blackmer, | 
who have been basking before 
camera lenses of late, came east for 
the big roles, which are fat and to 
type, though not especially well 
written. Byron is a fugitive from 
justice; Blackmer a disillusioned and 
heavily drinking romantic actor. 
Yarn has Blackmer coming to his 
old home to get away from it all for 
a fortnight’s rendezvous with a crock 
of Scotch and a book. Quite acci- 
dentally, his peace is interrupted by 
the arrivals of a priest, the criminal, 
a pair of eloping lovers, a doctor, and 
a family roaming around in a trailer. 
There are also the housekeeper and 
a village girl. Latter is handled by 
Muriel Kirkland; role is skimpy and 
somewhat cloudy. 
All the excitement is 
around the fugitive keeping 


often 
whole. 


staircase 





bunched 
all hands | 


he can effect a getaway. He has 
come to console his wife, the house- 
keeper. Their son is being tried for 
shooting a man during a_ holdup. 


The conclusion isn’t at all socko; the 
ends are tied up almost too neatly. 
Too, the play, for a melodrama, 


doesn’t arouse one as it might have 
if the plot had been kneaded a bit 
more. 

Byron gives an almost glittering 
performance as the fugitive; Black- 
mer’s part hogs most of the comedy 
lines, he being the only really 
sophisticated person in the play. 

Part of a priest, played not too 
well by Robert Thomsen, isn’t real- 


istic. Priests aren't as. childishly 
naive as the role is written and 
interpreted. 


Swell acting job is turned in by 
Calvin Thomas as the paterfamilias 
aimlessly cavorting around in the 
trailer. He's the hilt-deep essence of 
the 100° back-slapping, American 
Legionnaire. 

Worthington Miner's 
up to his usual par. 
provide much, but he 
dressed his stage, 
adroitiy; too, he mig 
neuvered better the 
and exits. 

Norris Houghton’s single setting, a 
large living room, is pretiy good. 


direction isn’t 
Script didn’t 

could have 
oftentimes, more 
ht have ma- 
tiresome adits 





























pear promising There's the barest germ of a 
[Elsewhere in these columns is de- screenplay in ‘Stop-Over,’ if re- 

tailed the legit battle of the century’ | written. Bert. 

toa \\ 
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Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Once Is Enough’ 
Loaf’ )}—Gilbert Miller. 

‘Save Me the Waltz’—Max 
Gordon. 

‘How to Get Tough About It’ 
—Guthrie McClintic. 

‘June Night’ (Trio for Saxo- 
phones’ )—Robert Rockmore. 

‘Roosty’—Albert Lewis. 

‘Salute to Glory’—Joseph Hy- 
man and Irving Cooper, 

‘Journeyman’—Sam Byrd. 

‘Our Town’—Jed Harris 

‘Sunup to Sundown’—D. A. 
Doran. 

‘Casey Jones’— 


CHalf a 


Group Theatre. 


WPA 
One- Third an a Nation 











Drama in twv acts (17 scenes) pr »nted 
by the Living Newspaper of the wederal 
Theatre Project. Written | by Arihur Arent, 
Staged by Lem Ward Setiing Howard 


Bay. ms the Adelphi, N. Y., Jan. 17, ‘38; 
So toy 


Charles Dill, James Williams, Roy Te 
May, Nat Loesberg, Charles Deighan, May 
Ritchie, Jennie Wren John Pote, Pat 
McCullagh, Edwin Whitne Max Hirsch, 
Dick Fitzgerald, Tom Harris, Wayne Nunn 
Richard Keller Snitz \loore Alexander 
Polak, Peter King, George A. R James 
J. Coyle, Lawrence H le Hiugsh Banks 
Robert Ward Zack Maccubbin, Thurlow 
Bergen, fernard Pate Zack Maccubbin, 
fom Harris, Robert Noack, Phil Bishop, 
Sam Bonnell, Robert Mack, Ed Brandon, 
Robert Linwood, Clarence R. Chase, Joseph 
Dixon, Virginia Dal Kugene MacGregor, 
Bea Hendricks, Don Stewart William § 
Phillips, Mickie Jacobi Mira Dark Jon 
Lormer, Louise MeCregoar Joan Danton, 
Jean Thomas, Clarence M Kane, Anne 


Voorhees, Roy Le May, William Parke, 
Richard Huett, William Burbridge, Charles 
Deighan, Emile Metras, Janet MecCuiness 
Mathilde Baring, Marion Day, David Res 


nikoff, Dorothy Gammon Jane Howe, 
Nancy §SI) kidmore. Beatrice Olsor Tommi 
Lissell, Ge orge Batson, Paul Jacchia, Alma 
MchKee William LaVat Anne Ashley, 
George Colan, Vladimir Verloff, Lois Gray, 
Mavis Walsh, Helene Ambrose, Peggy 
Coudray, Add Bates, Kermit Augustine, 
Mavis Walsh, James I", Kell Dor ran- 


cis, Leopold Badia, Aurelio Tobias, Mae De 
Lourier, Catherine Huth, 





Federal Theatre unit. which was so 
successful in probing inio the utility 
trusts with last year’s production of 
‘Power,’ strains itself again, on be- 
half of slum housing, with this piece 
by the same author. ‘One-Third of 
a Nation,’ title which was culled from 
a phrase in a speech by President 
Roosevelt, won’t repeat for author 


| Arthur Arent. 


It may be rather ruthless criticism 
to bluntly point out that the new 
Housing Bill, for private industry, 
which has F.D.R.’s blessing and is 
now begging the same of Congress, 
will make impossible the ‘reforms’ 
and government aid besought and 
propagandized for by the play. It 
appears that the play was written be- 
fore these late events occurred in 
Washington. 

As a medium to focus playgoing 
attention on evils of sardine-can liv- 

(Continued on page 63) 


PLAYS ABROAD 





LA REVUE DE LA JOIE 


(‘Revue of Jay’) 
Paris, Jan. 11. 
Revue fn 2 acts (17 scenes), produced by 
Mitty Goldin. Written by Pierre Varenne 
and Mauricet. Direciei by George and 


Hemdey, Dances, Fraday; cosinmes, Max 
Weldy; scenery, Georges RPRernard; orches- 
tra direction, Lionel Cazaux, At A.S.C., 
Paris, 


This has all it takes for b. o. Its 
appeal is thoroughly French with 
only one feature which is new and 
leans toward the extraordinary—the 
dancing of Anton Dolin. England’s 
No. 1 ballet dancer is the only 
break in the general run of French 
comedy of which there is a generous 
supply. 

Noel-Noel stars and turns in per- 
formances up to his high standard 
of comedy. He makes three appear- 
ances besides the windup, and packs 
laughs and showmanship. His solo 
act, composed of his own songs, is 
good for two returns. In a scene in 
which he plays rich uncle of Mlle. 
Brini and Hemdey in old inheritance 
sag, his first appearance in revue, 
he has to speech off. The other time 
on he puts a snap finish to best 
scene in revue. 

This sketch is done as 
show with the Misses Lilo, Rivoire. 
MV ny Darny, Gisele Dix, Sophie Du- 
val, Suzy Wall and chorus of Fraday 
as judges. Andree Mesanti an- 
nounces. First contestant is Deiss as 
Finance Minister Bonnet, who tries 
‘ome juggline. Therese Dorny fol- 
lows burlesquing an opera singer. 
Capentier, as Harriot, is booed off 
bv judges, gives way to Frehel, old 
favorite at the house, as working gir] 
trving to sing. Jimmy, plaving Pre- 
mier Chautemps, comes next as ani- 
mal trainer quieting animals, Blum 
and Caillaux, played by Bever and 
Caillaux. respectively. 
teurs are Charpini and Brancato in a 
comedy duet. Noel-Noel makes 
trance from house as average French- 
man objecting to manner in which 
French statesmen are ridiculed. Lines 
are above averare and such sags as 


amateur 





(Continued on page 63) 


Last of ama- | 


en- | 


oo _? 


| Plays Out of Town 





Merchant of Venice 





Chicago, Jan. 16. 

Shakespearean drama presented by ‘Vic- 
toria Regina’ company, at special matinee. 
Stars Helen Hayes. Features Abraham 
Sofaer. Staged by Sofaer. Settings, Rob- 
ert Barnhart; costumes, Guy Monypenny. 

At the Erlanger, Chicago, Jan. 14, °38 
buke of Venice. ‘ »-McKay Morris 
Prince of Morocco....e..++. <¢ ‘ecil Humphreys 
Antonia TTITTC re esses Charles Francis 
BasSanio eeseccccccssesseeé Alexander Clark 
Salanto crccccscccecescee. GUY Monypenny 
| Salarind eccccccccccececs Robert Von Rigel 
S-COPAEIGNS caccdcascsiscsccscssss Oren SRthe 


Avery Graves 
ose ; ‘ : ..-Abraham Sofaetr 
rubal ‘ . wseees Wallace Widdec 


ombe 


Launcelot Gobbo , ..Raymond Johnson 
Gobbo TU ee CTT ames Gibson 
Leonardo . cAvanewé 26a hae Izetta ewel 
Balthasa ‘ Albert sin 
| Stephany c..c-ccccceces Augusta Roseland 
i | tia . eoceecee ‘ Helen Hayes 
| Nerissa aie ana Pamela Henry-May 
lJ a Kate Warrine: 





Players of the Gilbert Miller ‘Vic- 
toria Regina’ company got together 
and presented a special performance 
of Merchant of Venice.” Abraham 


Sofaer, who plays Disraeli in ‘Re- 
gina,’ staged the Shakespearean 
piece, in addition to tossing off his 


own interpretation of Shylock. 
Guy Monypenny designed the cos- 


Cecil Humphreys for two small roles, 
which they polished up for smacking 
audience reaction. Humphreys also 
gets program credit for his aid in the 
staging of ‘Merchant.’ 

Helen Hayes, as Portia, shoots role 
up as the key part, with Shylock 
becoming secondary. She makes this 
a brilliant piece of work with her 
lightness and charm. 

Sofaer brings to Shylock an 
actly opposite note, playing 
with much dramatics. 

Rest of the cast good enough. 
thouch some of the minor mén had 
considerable difficulty. But to mosi 
of the audience, it was enough to 
watch Miss Hayes. Gold. 


ON ROWE 


ex- 
him 





BORROWED TIME 


New Haven, Jan. 16. 








tumes besides playing a small part. 
From the Gilbert Miller cast of “‘To- 
varich’ came McKay Morris and | 








Fantasy in three acts (11 scenes) by 
Paul Osborn, from Lawrence Watkins’ 
novel Presented by Dwight Deere Wiman. 
Features Dorothy Stickney and Frank Con- 
roy. Staged by Joshua Logan Settings, 
Jo Mielziner At the Shubert, New Haven, 

| Jan. 13, °38; $2.20 top. 

Pud... iach Ceaed ay Sas sake See eee 
Julian Northrup...-++..... Richard Bennett 
| Nellie vy Stickney 
i Mr. Brink. ..cccceceses c Co rN 
Marcia Ges... <scsces I O'Donnell 
} Demetr RB Riffle..cccccccees Frances Bovier 
PP. cetawaeke 66646008 Dick Van Patten 
. Dr, BVANE. sscccee eeeceece Clvde Franklin 

Mr. Pilbeam..c.cseece eoeeeeRichard Sterling 

Mr. Grimes..ceccccece ececcccces Lew Eckels 
| Sheriff..... Demi wed coceseee Al Webster | 
| Wormen: Edgar Hennin Andy Anderson, | 
| Elwell Cobb, Nick Dennis 
| When ‘Time’ is eventually whipped 

into shape and presented with a 
more finished portrayal of its leading 


characier than was offered at its 
premiere, it will probably evolve as 
good entertainment. It is fantasy, 
and that automatically counts it out 
as appealing to the mass mind, but 
the Osborn scripting of the novel 
contains enough earthy punches to 
carry it out of the realm of strict 
day dreaming. 

As a noteworthy premiere, the 
opening here was an utter flop, the 
occasion being marred by several un- 
toward incidents. Richard Bennett. 
in the lead, required repeated 
prompting, tempo of play was com- 
pletely destroyed and the whole 
thing became an embarrassment to 
the audience and a headache to sup- 
porting players. 

Failure of Bennett to carry the 
lead with his usual capability can 
yrobably be charged to his latest 
illness. Role is a heavy one, requir- 
ing almost constant presence on 
stage. and carries a number of 
lengthy sneeches. [Since this tryout, 
Dudley Digges has been set to suc- 
ceed Bennett.| 

Readers of the novel will doubtless 
find fault with Osborn’s dramatiza- 
tion. but plavgoers not familiar with 
the book will find in ‘Time’ a well- 
written, provocative play, carrying 
some interesting characters. Spicy 
dialog, which gives the play a good 
deal of its zest, is either vulgar or 
lust true-to-life. according to the in- 
dividual’s reaction. Practically all 
of this dialog would necessarily have 
to be eliminc-ted in anv attcmnted 
film version. 's: ‘s would set up a 
problem. as juicy phrases are a vital 
part of the theme. 

Gramps Northrup is a 
mous octogenarian, who finds him- 
self guardian of a small grandson. 
Pud, whose narents have been killed 
in an accident. The boy’s grand- 
mother objects to the old man’s rais- 
ing of the boy in an niet apt of 
profanity and she vroposes to hand 
the care of the child over to a shrew- 
ish sister. who seeks control of a 
sizable fortune left by the child’s 
father. Gramns sees through the 
Nroposition and refuses to tie in with 
the proceedings. 

Mr. Brink (Death) comes to claim 
| the old man, but he refuses to go. 
| saying he has to stay around and 
keen Demetria (the sister) from 
taking the child away. By a ruse, 
Gramps gets Mr. Brink up an apple 
tree ir the vard and keens him there. 
thus preventing any deaths in the 
world. Northrup is about to be com- 


blasnhe- 











| Piers, 


mitted to an insane asylum as ag 
means of forcing him to relinquish 
his power over Death, but he out. 
wits Demetria and the doctor who 
seeks his confinement. 

In a final effort to put an end to 
the situation, Mr. Brink strikes at 
Northrup through the boy, by in. 
ducing the latter to climb the fence 
surrounding the tree (to touch the 
tree itself means death). The boy 
falls from the fence, becomes a hope. 
less cripple, and when Gramps sees 
his suffering he releases Mr. Brink 
from the tree and Gramps and the 


boy are both claimed by Death. 
Producers are at present waveri ing 
between two endings to the play. 
First finale is in a lighter vein, with 
a chuckle for a curtain line; second 
ending .hows the boy and the old 


man following Death over a hilltop, 
Frank Conroy and Dorothy Stick. 
ney, featured in supporting cast, a 
excellent. Good performances are 
turned in also by Margaret O’Don- 
nell, Frances Bovier and Clyde 
Franklin. Character of Pud, the boy, 
is played by Peter Miner, (seven- 
year-old son of Worthington Miner 
and Frances Fuller}, lad coming 
through opening night with flying 
colors. A jammed cellar doorway on 
an entrance didn’t deter him a bit, 


} and he repeatedly prompted Benne tt 


sotto voce. Boy is ace material for 
pix. 

Play is well handled physically. 
A single prop at $2,200 (the apple 


tree) gives an idea of the mounting. 


Farmyard setting is outstanding. Di- 
recting of Logan is intelligent, pace 


being ruined through no fault of his. 


Play runs too long, even allowing 
for the lapses due to promptings, 
and can be tightened up a= good 
quarter hour, Bone. 


UNDERSTUDY GROUP 


Understudy Group, Inc., 
membership outfit, 
in N. Y. with 
bers were 
lar group 
derstudy 


non-profit 
has been formed 
15 actors. Some mem- 
in Penny Bancroft’s simi- 
last year, called the Un- 
Club, but didn’t like the 
way that organiz pe was con- 
ducted. New group is result of that 
dissatisfaction. 

Incorporators are Lynn Phillips, 
Edward Mann, Bernard Cooper, Wil- 
liam Van Loon, Richard Whale, 
Betty Lee, Henriette Kaye, Billy 
Winton, Catherine Hare, Charles 

lake, Lesley Wood, Don Moreno, 
Evelyn Streich, Merwyn Nelson and 
Edna Gordon. 

Charles Ballon, N. Y. attorney, is 
handling the legal affairs for the or- 
ganization. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Sanford Meisner, ‘Golden Boy.’ 
Jane Wyatt, Irene Purcell, Arnold 





Korff, Eliot Cabot, ‘Save Me the 
Waltz.’ 

Cecilia Loftus, Leona Powers, 
Blanche Sweet, William Lynn, 
‘Salute to Glory.’ 

Charles Mendick, Josephine Mce- 


Kim, Anthony Dwyer, Tom Neal, 
Chester Stratton, Marie Hunt, Bar- 
bara Brown, ‘June Night.’ 


_ William Harrigan, James McCal- 
lion, Katherine Emery, Mary Mor- 
ris, ‘Roosty.’ 


Kathryn Grill, ‘The Wild Duck.’ 
_Hugh Williams, Viola Keats, Aus- 
tin Trevor, Archibald Batty, Eric 
Cowley, Margaret Vyner, Walter 
Nancy “Ryan, Rosalind Ivan, 
John Williams, ‘Once Is Enough.’ 


Charles Bickford, ‘Casey Jones.’ 

















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Columbia Studio, H’wood 
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HOW CULTURE’S 
BROUGHT 10 


Della Brilling, who holds the 
unique position of concert contact 
woman for Dallas, Texas, had to be 
trapped between theatres to explain 
how the Dallas Civic Music Asso- 
ciation works, Miss Brilling does all 





|some competition,’ 


her contacting from Texas, and New | 


York \ are for the laudable 
purpose of hearing every important 
opera and swing band in 
town—in one week. It’s typical of 
how big city culture’s brought to 
the pampas. 


isits 


concert, 


The Association 
branch of NBC—the Civic Concert 
Service, to obtain such talen as 
Yehudi Menuhin, Marian Anderson, 
Richard Crooks and like celebri- 
ties for the annual Texas concerts. 
But such artists as these won’t work 
for hay, and Dallas has a unique 
way of raising the necessary shekels 


Plump, energetic Miss Brilling re- 
Jaxed for a moment in dark red 
satin pajamas and her suite at the 
Hotel Edison, to tell how the Asso- 
ciation contrived to bring top st<-s 
to Dallas concerts. 

‘Once a year,’ said Miss Brilling. 


‘we have a one-week drive to sell 
tickets. When that’s over, there isn’t 
another ticket sold. They didn’t 


believe us at first, and came around 


io the boxoffice later. We just 
weren't selling any. That was in 
1930. The next year, too, they 


weren't positive that we meant what 
we said. By the third year we had 
them convinced, and now we are 
sold out with a full subscription— 
even had to return about 300 appli- 
cations. Even though we spend a 
lot on talent, we sometimes have 
money left over, but we always try 
to avoid this.’ 

There’s a sound reason for trying 
to get rid of all the money each 
season. There may be a different 
set of subscribers the following year, 
and the Association doesn’t feel that 
they should have the advantage of 
the previous ticket holders’ money. 

Both Miss Brilling and the Asso- 
cition’s president, Elj Sanger, work 
merely for the pleasure of bringing 
good entertainment to their town. 
Sole paid worker is executive secre- 
tary, Willie Mae Siegel, who gives 
full time to the job. 

Talent jis selected by an elected 
committee of five who are entrusted 
with the task of spending the sub- 
scribed money where it will do the 
most good. The public has yet to 
complain of a committee selection. 

Dalls is a music loving city, for 
the Association has but one head- 
ache. They haven’t a concert hall 
large enough to hold all who want 
to attend. The one seating 2,500 is 
bulging at all five seasonl concerts 

. « Six, in case there is any money 
left over after the fifth. 

Miss Brilling, herself, has a unique 
job. She wanted to go in business 
for herself, and conceived the idea 
of being part-time branch manager 
for large firms which didn’t want 
to go to the expense of maintaining 
branch offices, but desired the Texas 
contact. She now has seven dis- 
tinguished clients for whom she 
keeps track of salesmen on the road, 








messages, phone calls and_ steno- 
graphic work. 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 
FEBRUARY 
2—Eve.—10-Piano Symphony, 
t—hve.—Philharmonic-Symph, 
4— Att. — Vhilharmonic-Syinph. 
4 ive Margaret Matzenauer, 
%—Aft National Orchestral Assn, 
h-Eve Vhilharmonic-Symph, 
G Att, —Philharmonic-Symph, 
f-Eve.-N.BLC. Symph. 
i—Eve Amparo and Jose Iturbi. 
S-Iive Yehudi and Hephzibah Menuhin 
9-—Kve simon Goldberg. 
lt— hve. —VPhilharmonic-Symph. 
11 - Aft. --Philharmonic-Symph, 
11—Eive Boston Symph. 
12) Morn.--Vhilharmonie Concert fer 
Young People, 
12— Aft Roston Symph. 
leu—EKve Dorothy Blumberg. 
I Aft Philharmonic-Symph, 
14—Eve Irvine Becker. 
li—K ye Philadelphia Orch, 
lhi— Eve John Charles Thomas. 
li -Eve Philharmonic-Symph. 
Is—Aft Philha rmonic-Sy mph, 
IS—Kive ‘snila Bustab 
It Aft National Ore heet re il Assn, 
pe \ft Philharmonic-Symp th 
ih Bye Benefit Concert. American Guild 
of Musical Artists 
Jt Eve Gorodnitzki 
22— Morn Sons of the Revolution, 
22 tive George Copeland, 
2 hve Josenh Sziceti 
~f—hve.—Philharmonic-Symph, 
2 AF t Vhilharmonic-Symiph, 
“6 —-Marn Phitharmonie Concert fer 
Young People, 
oh Aft Tocha Seidel 
2h hve Phithermonic-Svmph. 
5 ag t Philhormonie-Symph. 
-S—Eve. —National Orchestral A®£en. 





‘2nd Licenses’ 











(Continued from page 39) 





must convince the Commish that 
there is a compelling reason why ur- 
ban sections with several transmit- 
ters require another outlet. 
‘Wholesome Competition’ 

The views reflected in the decision, 
MecNinch interpreted, are a definite 
recognition by the Commish that ef- 
forts must be exerted to prevent de- 
velopment of monopolies, Declar- 
ing the policy will encourage ‘whole- 
he explained that 


the trend toward concentration of 
facilities ‘is something we certainly 
should take notice of.” Commish is 


| enjoned by Congress to enforce such 


works through a| 


principles and rules as will prevent 
monopolies from coming into exist- 


ence, either nationally or locally, he 
added. 

There is no intent to inquire into 
the need for existing stations, al- 
though one company or individual 
may have two or more in a single 
area. In the future, though, appli- 








franchise holders will 
while neophytes 


cations from 
be ogled intensively, 
will receive a break. 

Although the action 


tightening up all along the road, Mc- 


Ninch denied the attitude taken on 
the WSMB plea may point toward 


another similar policy, one which 
would prevent newspapers from ac- 
quiring stations as a_ safeguard 
against monopoly on the media of 
reaching the public. The Commish 
has not passed on this basic 
yet, he observed. 

Adoption of the standard by which 
the eg Orleans plea was tested rep- 
resents a signal victory for Commis- 
sioner * heh S. Case. 
two years the Rhode Island Repub- 
lican has been crusading for a policy 
of informal reduction of this char- 
acter, making little headway while 
broadcast matters were passed upon 
by the three-man division. 

The important part of the WSMB 
opinion follows: 

‘Applicant contends that New Or- 
leans needs a station of the local 
class in addition to the stations which 
now serve that city, such a station to 
be devoted principally to the broad- 
casting of local programs. 

‘The applicant does not apply here- 


issue 


in for the facilities of either existing 
local station in New Orleans. Ac- 
cordingly the Commission cannot 


make an accurate finding on this rec- 
ord as to the type of character of 
programs now broadcast by the ex- 
isting stations or, more particularly, 
as to what type of programs will be 
broadcast in the future. If this ap- 
plicant desired to supplant the ser- 
vice now being rendered by the two 
existing local stations, it should have 
applied for the facilities used by 
them. Not having done so, its appli- 
cation must be considered as one for 
facilities in addition to the existing 
assignments. Applicant's claim that a 
need exists for an additional station, 
therefore, cannot be supported by a 
contention that the facilities now al- 
lotted to New Orleans are not being 
put to their maximum usefulness. 

‘In order to establish need for an 
additional station, it is incumbent 
upon the applicant to show that the 
existing facilities in New Orleans are 
insufficient to provide the needed 
public service. e 

.If additional local service is 
needed, we think the record 
disclose that the facilities already 
assigned to New Orleans are insuf- 
ficient to provide it... 

‘The available frequencies in the 
broadcast band are limited and the 
Commission is loath to grant facili- 
ties for an additional broadcast sta- 
tion to one who already holds a li- 
cense for a station in the same com- 
munity unless it is clearly shown 
that the public convenience, interest, 
or necessity would be served there- 
by. Other things being equal, it 
would appear that if there were a 
need for an additional local “broad- 
cast station in a community and if 
there were a frequency available for 
this service, the facilities should be 


granted to someone who does not al- | 


ready hold a broadcast license for an 
unlimited time station in that com- 
munity.’ 


Lincoln, Jan. 18. 
WAAW, Omaha, sale to Central 
States Broadcasting Co. here by 


| Omaha Grain Exchange believed to 
be abrogated by F.C.C. future pol- 
icy against second stations. 

Anti-monopoly stand queers sec- 
ond sale for WAAW. Previously 
sold to Omaha World-Herald 
$150.000 and _ this last 
Journal-Star and _ Sidles 
here for $55.000. 

CSBC has KOIL in Omaha, KFOR 
and KFAB here. 


time to 
Company 


fails to | 


| this 
suggested het : 








Local Pride Asks— 


St. Paul, Jan. 18. 
Dimitri Mitropoulos, the athletic 
Athenian who conducts the Minne- 
j}apolis Symphony on WCCO’s March 


of Minnesota Sunday night show, 
has local crix ga-ga over his baton 


waving, 

With rumor saying he’s slated for 
a big chain program, the scribblers 
are asking, ‘What's Toscanini got that 
Mitropoulos hasn't got?’ 


Met, AGMA Set 
For Parleys To 
End Pact Snarl 


Negotiations between the Amer- 
ican Guild of Musical Artists and 
the Metropolitan Opera Assn., N. Y., 
are expected to begin some time 
week or early next Negoti- 
ating committee for AGMA i: 





cludes 


Lawrence’ Tibbett prez; Lauritz 
Melchior, Ezio Pinza, Leo Fischer, | 
executive secretary, and Frank Gill- 


more, head of Associated 
Artistes of America, 
AGMA committee will seek a con- 
tract covering recognition, wage 
minimums, standard working agree 
ments and, in particular, revi: 
the clause in Met artists’ 
giving the management a 


ion of 
contracts 
franchise 


| on the singer’s services covering the 
For the past | 


entire 52 weeks a year. 

Preparations for the move against 
the Met management were made at 
a meeting last Wednesday night (12) 
at the Plaza hotel, N. Y., with about 
80 Met artists present. Session was 
the most enthusiastic and active in 
AGMA history. Voted unanimously 
(literally true, both by members and 
non-members present) to empower 
the negotiating committee to obtain 
‘the best terms possible.’ 

As further 
ing of the non-members, those pres- 
ent immediately joined the organiza- 
tion or (a few had to leave early ) 
indicated they would do so soon. 
Those who joined at the meeting in- 
cluded Kirsten Flagstad, Friedrich 
Schorr, John Brownlee, Bruno Landi 
and others. Landi had been in the 
U. S. only a couple of days, having 
arrived from Italy. Lily Pons and 


Richard Bonelli, already members, 
were also at the session. 
Thought unlikely that any con- 


tract or even verbal agreement will 
be reached between AGMA and the 
Met without long and tense hag- 
gling. Met management has not re- 
vealed its attitude on the matter, 
but since the association's income is 
understood to bé considerably en- 
hanced by artists’ payments under 
the franchise clause, the manage- 
ment is expected to resist revision 
of that clause. Believed, on the 
other hand, that such revision is 
one of the prime objectives of the 
Guild campaign. It is that feature 
of the drive that came in for close 
attention at last week's meeting. 

Guild figures its difficulty 
in winning concessions from the Met 
management will be because the as- 
sociation figures as an artistic, rather 
than commercial, institution. That 
feature of the contest, as the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians has 
found to be true in past skirmishes 
with orchestra and opera groups, is 
always utilized by the management 
to mobilize public opinion te its 
side. 

Decision reg 
policy was reached by AGMA last 
week. In accordance with that, 
there will be a representation of for- 
eign artists on the board. Idea is 
that there was misunderstanding on 
the part of the public in regard to 


greatest 


arding its permanent 


AGMA's attitude on the Dickstein 
bill last year. With both U. S. and 
|foreign artists on the board, the 
Guild’s motives will be proof against 
possible criticism. it is felt. 


Rodzinski Signs in Cieve. 





for | 


Cleveland, Jan. 18 
2 
4 


Question whether Artur Rodzinski 
will take a N. Y. radio offe is par- 
| tially settled last week by eport 

that conductor of Cleveland Symph 


Signed a new contract for another 
| five years, 

Rumors about his leaving have 
| been prevalent nee he gue con 
| ducted NBC orchestra a couple of 

times, 


Actors and | 


indication of the back- | 





Selznick-Goldwyn 





(Continued from page 3) 


banks and Charles 
A. H. Giannini, 


Chaplin, Also Dr 


president of United 


Artists. And that’s the way that 
lineup stands for the time beg. 
For the moment, the big item on 
the U. A. roster is whether Maurice 
Silverstone will shift his operation 
from London to tell York Fron 


the Coast, the dications are that 
the over-all bosses in U.A., under Dr 


Giannini, are looking 


N. Y. Concert Biz Shows Steady Rise: 
enuhins May Hit $35,000 in 4 Dates 


+ 





eign end witl 
as __ possibility. 


purpose 
It’s not official, how- 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


; roster 


ever. 

Silverstone will probably sail foi 
London some time next week. He 
has a contract which keeps him 
knitted to United Artists for eight 
more years. His headquarters are 
in London, coming to America some 
weeks ago with Korda 

Korda may do something in Lon- 
day and may not. He could liquidate 
|his affairs and then start off anew, 


possibly making a film or two for 
20th Century-Fox and another film 
lor two for Metro. There are no defi- 
nite deals, but these firms, and Par- | 
amount also, would have him on thei 
if they could. 

Whether Selznick with 
United Artists depends much on how 
he works out matters with Goldwyn. 
Likelihood is that Selyznick and 
Goldwyn will get together for the 
good of United Artists. 

Wanger seems to be about status 
quo. The partners will finance him 
limitedly. Wanger, through interme- 
diaries, has scouted the possibility of 


stays 


making two or three films elsewhere, 
as at RKO, for instance. But noth- 


ing like that seems to be in the mak- 
ing, at this time. His contract with 
U.A. has a good many years to go. 








Anti-Trust ? | 





| 
| 
(Continued from page 1) | 
a | 
trust suit into court and seeking an | 
injunction to halt alleged monopo- | 
listic practices has been sugested | 
to some in the Justice Department | 
but no such action has been taken 
thus far. 

Independent exhibitor associations 
have been striving for the last year 
to obtain action to force producing- 
distributing companies to cut loose 
their affiliated or subsidiary theatre 
circuit corporations. This has been 
attempted largely in the past via 
state legislation but with the scope 
of Government regulation extending, 
an effort may be made to force this | 
issue in the coming session of Con- | 
gress. 

Entire matter of Government-regu- 
lation of the film industry may be 
revived in the current Conpressiona!] | 
session via a copy of the Duffy coal 
bill setup. This would set up a Fed- 
eral body with such strong powers 
that virtually the entire picture busi- 
ness would be forced to abide by its 
regulatory scope, | 

Many leaders of the 
realize that this is not an idle threat 
because every Congressman, at one 
time or another, has had one or more | 
complaints laid at his feet by a sup- | 
posedly mistreated exhibitor. This 
is certain to add impetus to any | 
drive for an industry Duffy bill | 
counterpart. 





industry | 


Jan. 18. 


monopoly | 


Hollywood, 
Reported here anti - 
charges 
operating theatres are being 
pared in Washington following a 





! 
_ | studio-controlled 


four-month checkup here by Federal 
agents 
Records at 


the Metro Exchange 


were recently scrutnized with Fed- 
eral attention next reported turnin; 
to Fox-West Coast. 

Industry apprehensive lest Presi- 
| dent Roosevelt's rousing of the anti- 
trust law in his recent speeches may 
be singling out the picture biz for 


an early crackdown. 

Government is believed taking 
cognizance of indie operators la 
they can’t buy 


ment 
product until the 


houses skim cream 
| off. 
The Hays office denies that the 
hief’s visit to the Coast around 
Jan. 20 has any connection with the 
i threatened Government move to 
pees up monopolies, 


| phia, 


against major film companies | 
pre- | ; 
man, wil 


eres ——=3 








From the previous week’s sad to- 
tals the concert biz in N, Y. last week 
climbed to fairish grosses, 


Standout draw for the next few 
weeks will be the young fiddler, 
Yehudi Menuhin, giving a series of 


recitals with his younger sister, Heph- 


zibah, pianist. Dates are Jan. 27-28 
at Carnegie Hall; Feb. 1 at the Met 
Opera House, and Feb. 8 at Carnegie 
Hall. Virtual sellout already, and 
super-capacity is sure. May hit a 


total of $35,000 for the four dates 
Estimates for Last Week 


Metropolitan Opera Co., Met Opera 


House (3,580; $7-$4) (7th week), 
even performance, plu Sunday 


night opera concert at $2 top. Grosses 
climbed somewhat last week from 
previous stanza’s brutal take; $58,000 
estimated. 


Philharmeonic-Symph, Carnegie 


Hall (2,760; week), Thursday (13) 
eve., Friday (14) aft., Sunday, $3-$2) 
(13th week), Thursday (13) eve., Fri- 
day (14) aft., Sunday (16) aft., 
Georges Enesco conducting. Also 
better than formerly, $11,300 for 
three concerts, estimated. Young 
people’s concert (subscription) Sat- 
urday (15) morning, with Rudolph 
Gans conducting. Always a natural; 


capacity, 


Hippodrome Opera Co., Hipp (5,- 
500; 99c), Saturday (15) eve. Up like 
the rest of the concert biz; $2,800 
claimed, 

Benny Goodman, Carnegie Hall 
(2,760; $2.75), Sunday (16) eve. Ca- 
pacity, with fire laws the only limit. 
About 300 standees and stage occu- 


pants; gross of $5,000 estimated; on 
guarantee and percentage, Goodman 
reported to have lost money. 


KONOYE QUITS SYMPHS; 


TAKES JAP MUSIC POST 


Viscount Hidemaro Konoye, Jap- 
anese symph conductor, has can- 
celed a series of guest dates booked 
for him by NBC with the Philadel- 
Boston, Washington, Seattle, 
Los Angeles and Montreal symphs. 
Reason was his recent appointment 
as chairman of the advisory cori- 
mittee of the Tokyo Academy of 
Music. Duties will be to cooperate 
with the Broadcasting Corp. of Japan 
in a manner similar to the way Wal- 
ter Damrosch conducts concerts for 
children over NBC, 

Reports that Konoye had canceled 


the tour due to ‘anti-Japanese feel- 
ing in the U. S’ are denied by the 


conductor and NBC officials. Pointed 
out that cancelation was made by 
wireless immediately after Konoye, 
en route to America, received word 
of his appointment. He is a brother 
of the sedioneen sobanwnantda 


Angel Again Elected 


Prexy of St. L. Symph 


St. Louis, Jan. 18. 
Johnson, scion of one of 
wealthiest families, again 


Oscar 
town’s 


| has been re-elected president of the 


St. Louis Symphony Society, a posi- 
tion he has held since June, 1932. 
Last year, when a drive to erase the 
annual deficit fell short by $30,000, 
jit was Johnson who stepped into the 


|‘angel’ role and put up the necessary 
/coin to balance the books. 


Oliver F. Richards was re-elected 
treasurer of the society and Arthur 
J. Gaines, who also serves as man- 
ager of the orch, was chosen secre- 
tary. 


Humphrey, Weidman 
Booked for 42 Cities 


Doris Humphrey and Charles Weid- 
h their modern dance group, 
will give their second recital at the 
Guild Theatre Sunday (23) and then 
pack for a two and a half months’ 
road tour, 

Trip will be the longest undertaken 
by the dancers, carrying them to 
Frisco via Chicago, with stopovers 
on return in Toronto and Ottawa. In 
all, will cover 42 cities. Pauline Law- 
rence booked, 


Corin’s =— Tour 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Ivor Gorin, Metro singer, hit the 
trail ¢ 30-city coneert tour, with 
Reno as } breakin spot. 


Jaunt, which will ester U. S. and 
is part eof ,ma;buildup by 


Canada, 


studio, 
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| heard Miss Baum’s broadcast, aire 
Several new features have been) his regular Sunday night ‘Reader's 
added to Esquire Feature syndicate| Guide’ program over the Coast 
list with the start of the new year.| NBC-Blue network, reviewing 
*Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood’ will be | book and quoting publicity from the 
released Feb. 15, with Los Angeles | publishers, Doubleday, Doran & Co., 
Times signed for the Coast outlet.} to the effect that the notes on which 
Screen player will do a daily column! the book was based had been willed 
on Hollywood, stressing the woman's; to her. When Jackson learned of 
an‘le. | Miss Baum’s contradictory — state- 

| 

| 


Esquire Features Grow 


Eskv syndicate also releasing most} ment, he wired a strong protest to 
expensive woman's feature on the) the publishers against use of such 
market. Titled ‘Today’s Woman,’ fea-| 4 device, and suggested that at least 
ture runs from five to 12 pages and | publicity and the writer's statements 
is issued in mat, or gloss proof and! gnould be made to coincide. 


her | 


: 
i 
: 
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pix forms. Edited by Sandra, stylist 
out of New York, and made up and 
released from Chicago. Attempts to 
be timely on latest styles and home 
furnishings with releases dated on 10 
days ahead. 

Two Esquire cartoon strips g9 
color and Sunday shortly. They are 
Webb’s ‘Mountain Boys’ and Phillip’s 
‘Growing Pains.’ New strip, ‘Buck-| 
skin Lad,’ will be released in early | 
March. To be issued in five and six 
columns, six days weekly, and fea- 
tures a complete set of merchandis- 
ing tie-ups. 





Priest Settles Strike 

Four weeks’ strike by printers on 
the Cohoes (N. Y.) American was 
settled last week by arbitration. 
Strike had threatened liquidation of | 
the company and permanent loss of 
employment by 40 employees. It was 
settled after Ambrose Scully, man- 
ager, and officials of the Albany, 
Troy and Cohoes locals of the Typo- 
graphical Union agreed on the Very 
Rev. Joseph A. Franklin as arbiter. 
Printers returned to work Jan. 13 
under the scale in effect at the be- 
ginning of the strike. 

Franklin, the arbiter, was a news- 
paperman and on the staff of the Al- 
bany Argus before adopting the cloth. 
He is well known to all the parties 
involved. His decision in unsettled 
points of the dispute will be accepted 
as final. 





Look Gets Quintuplets 

Look Magazine has concluded a 
contract with Newspaper Enterprise 
Assn, giving the mag exclusive pic- 
ture rights to the Dionne quin- 
tuplets. Deal permits NEA to sell 
individual pictures for illustrative 
pictures only and not for use in lay- 
outs to non-picture mags. 

Life magazine had the rights to 
the quins last year. 





Sidney Skolsky in New York 

Sidney Skolsky, N. Y. Daily Mir- 
ror’s Hollywood columnist, is east 
for a fortnight cleaning up details 
on Random House’s_ fcrthcoming 
publication of his anthology of ‘Best 
Motion Pictures of 1937.’ In his ab- 
sence Skolsky’s space ‘s being filled 
by guest columnists, all ex-news- 
papermen now scrivening in Holly- 
wood, so it’s rot one of those ghost- 
written propositions. 

Newspaperman explains a weird 
sequence of events in the NBC studio 
in Hollywood on his final Bromo- 
Seltzer broadcast when John Christ, 
production executive of the show, 
unwittingly started a series of laugh- 
able events, while Skolsky was on 
the air, and with laughter being con- 
tagious, the columnist sounded as if 
he was having an hysterical fit. 
Many wondered at what seemed like 
nervous laughter, and the mail on 
that particular show exceeded every- 
thing else. 





Northwestern’s Quarterly 

Northwestern University has ex- 
panded its alumni magazine to 88 
pages in an attempt to initiate a 
literary quarterly. Floyd G. Arpan 
is editing from Evanston, Ill. In- 
tention is to divorce alumni news 
from contributions and run a mag 
in Forum format, along lines simi- 
lar to Yale Quarterly, but somewhat 
livelier. 

Mag will be published as a re- 
sult of alumni demands. 





Ryan’s Film Deal 

Frank Ryan, who won his scvib- 
bling spurs as a national mag fic- 
tioneer, makes his Hollywood start 
on a three-way deal with Harold 
Lloyd. Pact covers services as script 
collaborator, gag-man and cartoonist 
on Lloyd's current pic, ‘Professor Be- 
ware.’ 





Truth Versus Publicity 
When Vicki Baum told _inter- 
viewer Janet Baird and an NBC- 
Red web audience on Jan. 9 that the 


maierial for her latest book, ‘Tale of 


Bali,’ was collected by herself and 
not willed to her by a Bali phy- 
sician, she unwittingly put at least 
one San Francisco book reviewer in 
a most embarrassing position. 


Several hours after Miss Baum 
mode her frank admission concern- 
ing the source of her material, 


considers 


99 


on 


Hague Inspires Biographies 


Both the N. Y. World-Telegram 
and the N. Y. Post have simulta- 
/neously begun feature serials on 


Mayor Frank Hague of Jersey City. 


The Telly series is by William D. 
O’Brien and the Post articles by 
David Wittels of the Philadelphia 


Record, 
Post articles were heavily adver- 
tised before publication in morning 


dailies and go into the source of 
Hague’s income more than do the 


Telly pieces, which are more bio- 


graphical. 





Reprint Pay for Authors 
Survey of digest mags is carried 
in the current (January) issue of the 
Author’s League of America bulletin. 
Article, by Helen Christine Bennett, 
the field from the stand- 
point of payment to writers. Lists 
representative digests and observes 
that the majority of such mags ap- 
pear to be making money, that there 
is no standard of payment for re- 
printed articles and stories, and cau- 
tions authors in selling manuscripts 


to any publication to protect their re- 


print rights. 

Same issue of the bulletin also con- 
tains a survey of the manuscript 
market and lists information regard- 
ing frequency of issue, rights in- 


cluded in purchases of material, and 


reports on payments. List of 196 
publications is classified under gen- 
eral, pulp and tentative. Also a list 
of book publishers. 





Democracy Gets a Puff 

Carl Carmer was moderator in a 
round table discussion of 10 books 
chosen as the outstanding non-fiction 
books of 1937 by judges for Current 
History Magazine, in a _ broadcast 
over WJZ last Friday (14). Five of 
the authors participated, stating that 
in no case could their books have 
been published in dictatorships 
either at all or without considerable 
modification, 

First part of the broadcast was 
devoted to dramatization of Helen 
and Merrill Lynd’s ‘Middletown in 
Transition, one of the winning 
books, Authors participating were 
Hendrik W. Van Loon, Elliot Paul, 
Morris L. Ernst, E. Ernest Dupuy, 
George F. Eliot and Burton J. Hen- 
drick, 





Title Suit Filed 
Simon & Schuster, publishers, and 
Jerome Weidman, author, have been 
named defendants in N. Y. Supreme 
Court in a $10,000 title infringement 
but by Jack Ellis, songwriter, who 
charges the defendants lifted a title 
which he originated for Weidman’s 
book. , 
Ellis avers that long before the 
book was published he composed a 
song and titled it ‘I Can Get It For 
You Wholesale’; that the tome was 
given wide publicity and that the 
subsequent popularity of the title 
resulted in the defendants using it 
to title the Weidman story. Ellis 
claims the alleged thefted title has 
no relation to the story. 





Meredith Off L. A. Times 

DeWitt Meredith, night editor of 
the L. A. Times, is the first casualty 
as a result of a war on vice and 
gambling which has been going on 
for a year between D. A. Buron Fitts 
and his staff and the reform element. 
Claimed that Meredith was aired for 
slanting the news in favor of the 
facts, Times being on the side of the 
D. A. in softpedaling any talk of 
cleaning up the town. 





Mabel Stark’s Book 

Mabel Stark writing a book titled 
‘Hold That Tiger,’ which will be pub- 
lished by the Clartone Publishing 
Co. of Caldwell, Idaho, next spring. 
Will be autobiographical, dealing 
with her 25 years’ experience with 
cats. 

Presently back on the A. G. Barnes 
|show for the 1938 
lions and tigers. 





Kay Austin to India 
Kay Austin, shopp‘ng columnist 
|for the N. Y. World-Selegram, will 
leave that paper next summer and 
zo to India. 
She is engaged to marry Robert 
Stimpson, editor of the Times of 





Joseph Henry Jackson, who had not 











O01 
India, published in Bombay. 








International Spellers 





Boston, Jan. 18. 

Paul Wing, conductor of 
spelling bees on NBC, is sked- 
ding a spelling bee from the 
WBZ studios in Boston the lat- 
ter part of this month. 

It’s called the International 
Spelling Match between a team 
from Oxford University, Eng- 
land, composed of six men and 


two women; and a= selected 
gang from Harvard College, 
Cambridge, Mass., with the 


femme counterpart of two per- 
sonable young lassies annexed 
from nearby Radcliffe College. 

Angle on the Iniernational 
Spelling Match will be the 
Spelling of words by the Ox- 
ford team according to spell- 
ings in the Oxford dictionary, 
while the Harvard lads and the 
Radcliffe gals will conform to 
the standards as set by Noah 
Webster. . For example, the 
Spelling of the word ‘honor’ by 
the Oxford guys will measure 
out to ‘honour.’ Whereas the 
correct spelling for the local 
boys will be just plain ‘honor’ 
—from Harvard. 











season with 25 


Emanuel Levi’s Dual Chore 

Emanuel Levi, publisher of the 
Hearst morning Chicago Herald and 
Examiner, has been named publisher 
also of the Hearst evening rag, the 
Chicago American, succeeding Mer- 
rill Meigs, who has been appointed 
v.p. and general western manager 
of the Hearst magazine’ group. 
Meigs will continue to headquarter 
in Chi. 
While the Herex and the American 
will maintain their present separate 
identities under the Levi regime, it 
is reported around Chi that it means 
the eventual merging of the two 
papers. 





Anti-Leipzig Round Robin 
Some 48 leading American book 
publishers agreed last week not to 
attend the International Congress of 


Book Publishers at Leipzig, Ger- 
many, this year. They signed a 
lengthy statement explaining their 


opposition to making the publishing 
trade allegedly the puppet of Ger- 
man bureaucracy. 

Movement was engineered by W. 
W. Norton, of that company; Paul 
Willert, of the Oxford University 
Press, and Ben Huebsch, of the Vik- 
ing Press. 

Among leading publishers missing 

from the list of boycotters are Lit- 
tle, Brown, Scribner’s and Hough- 
ton, Mifflin. Latter is the American 
publisher of Hitler’s ‘Mein Kamp.’ 
Several textbook firms which pub- 
lish German books are also out. 
In the case of those signing the 
statement, numerous publishers 
signed as_ individuals, not com- 
mitting their firms. 





‘*Flivver-King’ in French 
Living up to Upton Sinclair’s past 
record for prime popularity abroad, 
his latest novel, ‘The Flivver-King,’ 
currently gets serialization in ‘Ce 
Soir,’ Paris leftish evening paper, 
whose circulation has risen from 
scratch to about 750,000 daily, since 

its first appearance last March, 





Frank Noyes Steps Out 
Frank Noyes, prexy of the Asso- 
ciated Press since 1900, will resign 
that post April 1. Successor will be 
chosen then. 
He is president and publisher of 
the Washington Star. 





Connelly L. A. Guild Prez 

With date set for the Los An- 
geles Newspaper Guild’s annual 
election set for this week, the 
presidency has already been tossed 
into the lap of Philip M. Connelly, 
Herald-Express reporter, by the 
refusal of Roger Johnson, Holly- 
wood Citizen-News  legger, and 
prexy since Guild's inception, to 
seek another term. Urcel Daniels, 
L. A. Examiner, and Peggy Cook, 
City News, are only candidates for 
posts of secretary and financial sec- 
retary, respectively. 





Cheap Books’ Pro and Con 

Publishers are watching Modern 
Age books with much interest, to 
note the effect of the paper bound 
volumes which sell for 25 to 75 cents 
to the public. Launched six months 
ago, firm hopes to 4,000,000 
books in 1938. 

Some publishers regard the inno- 
vation of low priced books as a seri- 


sell 


ous menace to the business, but 
others believe it will greatly en- 
large the number of readers who 


will be educated to buy the more 
expensive books. 





Modern Age Books the 


went on 





f 
| 
(Review 
This also 


| of its books, 
the radio section.) 


mine whether radio advertising 
publishing box-office. 
was made that these books could be 
had almost as cheaply as it would 
cost to rent them from circulating li- 
braries. Latter will also watch de- 
velopment of these books carefully. 





Libel Suit Helped Sales? 
Sales of Ferdinand Lundberg’s 
| book, ‘America’s 60 Families,’ sky- 
|rocketed last week following the 
pubicity resulting from the $150,000 
libel suit filed by the DuPonts 
against author and Vanguard Press. 
Book was on the best seller lists in 
|N.Y., Chicago and Washington early 
this week. 

One N.Y. store reports sales have 
tripled since the announcement of 
the suit. 








Another Dixie Novel 

Evelyn Hanna, of Thomasion, Ga., 
has signed contract with E. P. Dut- 
ton & Co., Inc., for publication in 
August of ‘Blackberry Winter,’ her 
first novel, 

Writer, an authority on Georgia 
history, has given her tome an his- 
torical record background of pro- 
duction and manufacture of cotton 
and its effect on Dixie and South- 
erners in the period from 1800 to 
1875. 





Mugg Spawns Words and Music 

Morrie C. Guss, Salt Lake City 
VARIETY mugg, composed three pops, 
‘In Love With Me, Too,’ ‘Consider- 
ing,’ and ‘Purely Coincidental.’ 

Will be introduced at Rendezvous, 
swank nitery at Hotel Utah. 





Fortune on Contraceptives 
Fortune mag in its February issue 
is running a story on manufactur- 


ers of contraceptives titled ‘The 
Accident of Birth.’ It is one of the 
most delicate subjects ever at- 


tempted by that magazine and has 
been carefully gone over from every 
point of view to avoid religious 
controversies and Post Office diffi- 
culties. Piece, which is a critique 
of the industry, is not a puff for 
the birth control biz, but advocates 
social control by legislation. Pre- 





pared by Ted Irwin, novelist and 
publicity director for the American 
Civil Liberties Union. 

Several manufacturers have threat- 
ened Fortune with libel suits prior 
to publication, but piece has been 
okayed by several medical groups 
and Dr. Morris Fishbein, of the 
American Medical Assn., and will 
go through with publication. 





LITERATI DEATHS THIS WEEK 

Gordon H. Cilley, 63, former man- 
aging editor of the Philadelphia 
Record, died at his home in Paoli, 
Pa., Jan. 17. He was also adver- 
tising manager and publicity di- 
rector of the John Wanamaker store 
for more than 20 years and later was 
editor of the Main Line Daily Times 
(Ardmore, Pa.). 


James Fergusson McElthone, 71, 
newspaperman, died in N. Y. las? 
week after a brief illness. He was 
formerly on the N. Y. World and re- 
cently with the Press Radio Bureau. 


W. F. Herman, publisher of The 
MmVindsor (Ontario) Daily Star, died 
in Los Angeles on Jan. 16. He had 
been in newspaper work for more 
than 30 years and was formerly 
editor of The Saskatchewan Star. 


Meyer B. Solmson, 57, former 
managing editor of The Morning 
Telegraph, died in New York City 
on Jan. 17, He was publisher of 
The Front Page founded in 1933 
which had a brief career. Recently 
he worked for the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

Elias V. Day, 69, author. and for 
many years director of the Long 
Beach (Cal.) Players Guild, died 
there Jan. 14. 

Mrs. Desmond Humphreys, 71. 
known as ‘Rita,’ last of the Victorian 
novelists, died in Bath, England. 
Jan. 3, of heart failure. Author of 
best sellers, she started her career as 
a novelist at the age of 17. 

Frank Lynch, 58, copy reader on 
the Rochester Democrat & Chronicle, 
died Jan. 13 after seven weeks ill- 
ness. A native of New York city he 
began as a reporter on the Jersey 
City Journal, served on the New 
York American, Detroit Times. Al- 


Syracuse Herald. 

John Gruelle, 57, cartoonist and 
writer, died last week in Miami. Fla.. 
following a heart attack. 
been ill several weeks. 

Cornelia P. Lathrop, writer, died 
in Bridgeport, Conn., on Jan. 14. She 
was formerly publicity director foi 
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John Wilstach working on a long 
| historical romance, 
Inc., New 


| Diesel Publications, N 
York, has changed its name to D. B 
Ine. 

Westbrook Pegler has a new pic- 
ture adorning the column, It's bet- 
ter. 

Francis Wallace, Satevepost writer, 
checked in at Metro on a writing 
ticket. 

Garrett Mattingly’s critique of 
| Bernard De Voto will be out next 
| month. 

New 25-page Little, Brown sprin 
catalog is put out in Reader’s Digest 
format. 
| Margot Fragey sold her unpub- 
|lished original, ‘Haul of Fame,’ to 
| Universal. 
| Jesse Lasky, Jr.’s new novel, ‘No 
Angels in Heaven,’ published by 
Macauley. 

PM, the mag for production people 
will henceforth publish bi-monthly 
instead of monthly. 

Reginald Whitley, London Dailv 
Mail drama ed, giving Hollywood 
studios a going over. 

Allen Churchill, managing editor 
of Stage magazine, has resigned to 
join the Town and Country Staff. 

Bob Sill, ex-Los Angeles Times re- 
porter, has been added to Bob Tap- 
linger’s praise staff at Warners studio 

Mary McCall, Jr., who wound up 
as Major Productions scripter last 
week, is typing a novelette for Red 
Book. 

Johannes Steel has just finished a 
bio of Dr. Hjalmar Schacht. Book is 
titled ‘Horace Greeley Hjalmar 
Schacht.’ 

Lynn Spencer, Los Angeles Ex- 
aminer’s Cholly Angeleno, married 
Mary Doerr Buckley at Riverside, 
Calif., Jan. 8. 

Alexander D. Noyes, financial 
editor of the N. Y. Times, will have 
a book published in March titled 
‘The Market Place.’ 

Sam Schneider of the N. Y. World- 
Telegram left Sunday (16) for a 
three weeks’ vacation. Will visit 
New Orleans and Houston. 

Gay MacLaren’s ‘Morally We Roll 
Along’ is due out in May. Will deal 
with Chautauqua and by an author 
who is an ex-Chautauqua performer. 

Sports Writer Paul Richards, of 
Waxahachie (Texas) Light, has laid 
down his pen to take over his new 
duties as manager and _ first-string 
catcher of Atlanta Crackers BB Club. 

Acme Newspictures, Inc., has es- 
tablished telephoto mat and print 
service from Atlanta. Equipage and 
personnel are in Atlanta Constitution 
Building. 

West Warwick News, Rhode Island 
|; weekly, folded with last week’s is- 
sue. A. A, Marcello, publisher, ate 
tributed its demise to mounting cost 
of newsprint and printing. 

Laura Lee, film editor of Evening 
Bulletin, Philadelphia, and Harold 
Eckert, ditto, of the Columbus (Ohio) 
State Journal, are in Hollywood for 
three weeks of studio ogling. 

O. L. ‘Doc’ Hall, drama critic on 
the old Chi Journal, is leaving the 
loop for California. Dean of Chi 
crix will devote his time to adapta- 
tions and original manuscripts. 

John Nesbitt, whose ‘Passing Pa- 
rade’ on air lanes won him Metro 
writer-commentator berth, will com- 
pile personality yarns that won him 
fame between covers for the spring 
stalls. 

Frances Mercer, popular New 
York ad model and new RKO con- 
tractee, going into second feminine 
lead of ‘Vivacious Lady,’ is daugh- 
ter of Sid Mercer, N. Y. Mirror 
sports columnist. 

Leland L. Robinson, Sr., publisher 
of La Crosse (Kans.) Republican, 
was elected president of Kansas 
Press Association at its annual con- 
vention, which closed in Wichita, 
Kans., Sat. (15). 

Paul A. Stewart has been ap- 
pointed society editor of the N. Y. 
Sun, succeeding Cecil J. Allen, who 
died last month. Stewart was for- 
merly society editor of the N. Y. 
World-Telegram. 

Sarah Rollits has joined the Wil- 
liam Lengel agency, N. Y., in charge 
of the newly formed play depart- 
ment. She was assistant to Adrienne 
Morrison at the Pinker and Movrri- 
son office for the last four years. 

Ellis Brown and Helen Valentine 
have collaborated on a new Mod- 
ern Age Book which appears in 
April. Titled ‘Better than Beauty.’ 
They have dedicated the book to 
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| profit by reading it,’ 
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the Theatre Guild. | 


‘two women who could certainly 
tagging their 
initials, 

Premier Comic Features, Inc.. Man- 
hattan, has been chartered by the 


Secretary of State at Albany to con- 
He had | duct a publishing and printing busi- 
| ness. 
|} par value. Directors 


Capital stock is $20,000, $100 
are: Dudley 
Gabriel D. Russo, Ada 
(James L. Murphy, filing 


Stoddard, 
Fuhrman. 
attorney.) 
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Broadway 





Neil Agnew has a cold. 

Margaret Matzenauer in from the 
Coast. 

y. Frank Freeman 
western trip. 

Jane Froman to Key West, Fla., 
for three weeks. 

Jack Powell back from London 
and Scandinavia. 

Cynthia White to open a Green- 
wich Village pub. 

Clifford C. Fischer back on Broad- 
way with his wife. 

George Walsh suffering 
gall bladder attack. 

An attack of grippe left Al Wilkie 
with an ailing ear, 

Grossinger’s getting a big play 
from the skiing Broadwayites visit- 
ing the upstate resort. 

Walter Trumbull, of the Hays of- 
fice, has sold another of his ‘Apple’ 
kid stories to Delineator. 

Esther Silsbee, formerly with Vin- 
cent Lopez, now directing activities 
of Nat Brandwynne’s band. 

Joe Marsland, International 
Photo service in New York, 
head of Wasnington vureau., 

Mrs. Bob Weitman expected to 
leave Brooklyn hospital this week 
after a pre-Xmas operation, 

Hal Sherman's ice-show nitery at 
the old Casa Valencia folded. Come- 
dian back to trouping en route. 

Fred, the maitre d’hotel of the In- 
ternational Casino, is driven to his 
nightly labors in a liveried motor. 

David Timmins will have a one- 
acter titled, ‘The Homeless,’ pro- 
duced by the Actors Repertory Co. 

Arthur Greenblatt, Gaumont-Bri- 
tish eastern manager, off on trip to 
Philadelphia, Washington and Pitts- 
burgh. 

George D. Lottman’s week stay in 
Miami Beach will be to install his 
family there for a month. Returning 
pronto. 

P.a. Dave Alber’s monogrammed 
waste-baskets to newspapermen, as 
a New Year's reminder not to use it 
on his press releases. 

Jacques Charles back to Paris over 
the weekend to scaut talent for his 
next International Casino show 
slated for next August. 

Charley Bowman and Hymie Le- 
win in charge at the Hipp, with Riv 
Bisland to Miami to handle sale for 
Sonja Henie appearance, 

Copies of the late George Gersh- 
win’s favorite portrait, by Abbo 
Ostrowsky, being distributed by 
ASCAP to a limited few. 

E. C. Rhoden, division chief for 
Fox Widwest, in from Kansas City 
last week to confer with National 
Theatre home office officials. 

David Palfreyman, of Hays or- 
ganization, journeyed to  Philadel- 
phia Monday (17) for Poor Richard 
club dinner in honor of Will H. 
Hays. 

After his current week at Loew’s 
State, Benny Fields goes to Boston 
for two weeks and thence to Miami 
Beach, unless a Paradise (N. Y.) deal 
materializes. 

Despite talk of the Big Apple dying 
out, sundry versions are still alive, 
viz., the Little Pear and the Little 
Peach, and still making the rounds 
of the cafes as added stunts. 

Abe Lastfogel back to the Coast 
end of this week. Awaited Benny 
Holtzman’s advent. Frances Arms 
(Mrs. Lastfogel) likes Broadway all 
over again and may stall east a bit 
longer. 

Jean Clark Immerman, daughter 
of Connie (Cotton Club) Immerman, 
is now Mrs. Bobby Martyn, latter a 
Wall Streeter, and co-owner with 
Oscar Roche and Miguel Roldan in 
La Conga. 


back from 


from a 


News 
new 


Doc Joe (Brooklyn Par) Lee’s 
young hopeful, Frank F. Lee, 19, 


able seaman with the U.S.S. Mahan, 
San Diego, is fleet bantamweight 
boxing champ. Now Doc is study- 
ing fisticuff statistics. 

With Billy Rose opening his Casa 
Manana last night (Tuesday), Elea- 
nor Holm holding over at the Globe 
in ‘Tarzan’s Revenge’ and Arthur 
Jarrett at the Roxy, Broadway is 
quite an old home week this stanza. 

An idea to how bad the Florida 
situation is just now is that the 
big league hostelries, which have 
been known for their discourage- 
ment of kosher trade, is wooing any- 
body with the wherewithal, besides 
offering attractive cut-rates. 

Ex-bandman Roger Wolfe Kahn 
now is wintering at the Otto Kahn 
home in Palm Beach. Under a fam- 
ily understanding, every year a dif- 
ferent member sojourns there. None 
of the two Kahn boys and two Kahn 
daughters overlaps on any of the 
others’ privacy or personal circle of 
friends. 


Berlin 


Pola Negri hit by the grippe. 

Heidelberg has new film house. 

‘May Time,’ Metro, at the Capitol 
am Zoo. 

Franziska Kinz 
Manian tour. 

‘Love Is News,’ 
Marmorhaus. 

Millocker’s ‘Beggar Student’ at the 
Peoples’ theatre. 

Wilhelm Kempf's piano concert in 
Athens a big success. 

Alma Moodie giving violin recital 
at the Beethovensaal. 

Luise Ullrich and Karl Ludwig 
Diehl] holding down the leads in ‘All 


off on her Rou- 


20th-Fox, at the 





Right, Let’s Get Divorced,’ by Sar- 
dou. 

Luschia Wendt in Hauptmann’s 
‘Elga’ at the Deutsches theatre. 

Shirley’s ‘Wee Willie Winkie,’ 20th- 
Fox, at the U. T. Kurfurstendamm. 

Brigitte Horney off to Africa for 
her next starrer, ‘Anna Grandi Flora.’ 

New production of ‘The Bat’ doing 
sell out biz at the Deutsches opry. 

Oswald Kabasta, Viennese conduc- 
tor, batoning the Berlin Philharmonic 
here. 

Wilhelm Rhode to Bucharest in 
guest engagement of ‘Der Meister- 
singer.’ 

Next Zarah Leander pic tagged 
‘Heimat,’ Ufa, with Heinrich George 
sharing honors. 

Harold Kreutzberg, back from his 


American tour, giving three dance 
recitals at the Beethovensaal this 
month. 


Jenny Jugo and Gustav Froelich on 
location in Italy for additional ex- 
teriors for ‘Minor and Supreme Love,’ 
a Tobis-Cinema. 

Beniamino Gigli, unable to attend 
the premiere of his pic, ‘Mutterliebe,’ 
in Berlin, addressed the first night 
aude here, via the ether, from Rome. 





Paris 
Jack Payne back to London. 
Lillian Ellis at Sheherazade. 


Mistinguett singing 


Cite. 
Mme. Jeanne Renouardt back from 
y 


over Radio- 


Comedie Francaise company off for 
Egypt. 

Jean Gacon de Cavaignac in from 
America. 

Harry Baur signing to star in ‘Le 
Patriote.’ 

Folies-Bergere closed for rehearsals 
of next revue. 

Marcel Thil making film debut in 
Rene Jayet’s ‘Bat d'If.’ 

Gaby Morlay off on European tour 
to present ‘Victoria Regina.’ 

Eric von Stroheim admitting 
tent to make debut on Paris stage. 

Benoit-Levy adapting Julien Lu- 
chaire’s play, ‘Altitude 3,200,’ for 
screen, 

Conrad Veidt going to write scena- 
rio on Freud when he finishes pix 
making here. 

Marcelle Chantal slated for Czarina 
in film, ‘Raspoutine,’ with Marcel 
Herbier making. 

Author Charles Mere turning di- 
rector to make ‘La Venus d'Or,’ star- 
ring Vera Korene. 

Lucas-Girdoux slated to star in 
film, ‘Bar du Sud,’ when he finishes 
in ‘Tempete sur l|’Aise.’ 

Cast of ‘Checaliers de la Table 
Ronde’ celebrating 100th perform- 
ance at Theatre de l’Oeuvre. 

‘Super-Pause,’ revue, closing at 
Theatre Michel, being replaced by 
musical comedy, ‘Flirt Ambulant,’ by 
Tristan Bernard and Albert Will- 
metz. 

Comedy, ‘Madame le Presidente,’ 
by Maurice Hannequin and Pierre 
Veber, being adapted to screen, Fer- 
nand Rivers going to make, with 
Elvire Popesco and Andre Lefaur in 
leads. 


in- 





San Francisco 


Engineer Marvin Adams is on tem- 
porary duty for NBC in Hollywood. 

NBC mikeman now change their 
tuxes in a room with Dr. Cross’s 
birds. 

Hal Neides, manager of the Or- 
pheum theatre, Jaid low again with 
the flu. 

Rosie Comenzind has been retained 
on the NBC staff now that Eopa has 
dropped off KGO. 

_Hirman Luke, Chinese boy, gives 
time signals in native tongue during 
KSFC Hillbilly program. 

Bennie Walker and Memory Rob- 
erts are making 104 recordings for 
Sego Milk at Titan Studios. 

George McElrath, NBC supervising 
engineer from N. Y., will be here 
over the weekend for a look-see. 

Helen O'Neill to return to Holly- 
wood where she did the commercials 
on ‘One Man’s Family’ on Sunday (9). 

General Cigar Company and Proc- 
ter & Gamble have signed long-term 
contracts for spot announcements on 
KGO. 

S. H. Patterson, KGGC, is in Wash- 
ington to ask the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission for permission to 
move the station’s transmitter and 
studios. 

Mary Mayer, young local 
just back from Europe, 


writer 
supplanted 








| the 











London 


Second 
Petersen, 

William Dewhurst, stage and film 
actor, left $5,000. 

The Charlie McCarthy dress pin 
having quite a sale here. 

Hannen Swaffer slipping over to 
Spain quietly to see it for himself. 

Max Milder took looksee at War- 
ners’ English and Irish exchanges. 


son born to boxing Jack 


Diana Wynyard will have 
roles. 

Chebby Cohen, 23-year old 
mother, who broke the headlines by 
a successful masquerade as an ll- 
year old schoolgirl, on a deal with 
Warners to do kid stuff in films at 
Burbank, 

‘Mary Goes to See,’ new play 


leading 





| 
| 


which marks return of Marie Temp- 
est to the West End, opens in Man- 
‘chester, Feb. 7, for two weeks, then 
Light.’ 


aaeValk 


| comes to the Haymarket, replacing 


Author W. P. Lipscomb again took 


A. C. Berman in town on first leg | Over part of King Charles in ‘Thank 


of European survey for Selznick In- 
ternational. 

Hugh Wakefield 
comedy to 
ton Morton. 

Blanche Littler, 
ducer, in nursing 
from operation. 


to 
be presented 


tan 
Star 


by 


in new 


Charl- 


theatrical 
home, 


pro- 
recovering 


| ¥ 


| Sail.’ 
|} replaced by 


| Service,’ 


Len Young just back from African 
tour and has 40 weeks lined up with | 


General Theatres. 

Count Armand trying to get Bob 
Ritchie interested in a film 
process for Metro, 

Miller and Wilson have split, with 
Miller joining Teddy Boyce, of Falls, 
Reading and Boyce. 

John Stafford Film Productions 
selling entire music library to 
George King Productions. 

Gladys Tudor-Owen, General The- 
atres publicity chaser, struggling 
with a couple of crutches. 

Gilbert Miller has world 
all Laurence Housman’s 
life of Queen V 

Republic’s ‘Manhattan Merry 
Round’ to have West End 
release at the Plaza next month. 

The Benny Rosses long-distance 
called their parents in Hollywood 
to wish them a Happy New Year, 

Jock Lawrence here and will re- 
main until the opening of ‘Hurri- 
cane,’ which goes into the Odeon. 

David Bliss facing London’s fogs 
for a few days on a biz deal, then 
back to his villa and sunshine at 
Mentone. 


Gene Sheldon added to the cast of 
Associated Picture Corporations’ 
‘Star of the Circus’ film, being done 
at Elstree. 

Tommy Trinder, to be teamed up 
with Sidney Howard, already signed 
to costar in fall musical in the West 
End at $500 per. 

Dan Fish has formed his own film 
producing company, and is looking 
around for suitable studio to start 
his first picture. 

Teddington studio closing for 
spring cleaning until Irving Asher 
gets in from the Coast with 1938 pro- 
duction schedules. 

Contrary to local rumors, Ambrose 
and his band are not leaving the 
Cafe de Paris this month, but are 
staying until July. 

Diana Ward in religious ceremony 
at fashionable church here follow- 
ing N. Y. register office marriage to 
Gerard Manby-Colegrave. 

Belgrave Pictures, the Arthur 
Tracy unit, which was reborn from 
the defunct Grosvenor Films, has 
given notice to all its staff. 

Maurice Levy calling his mother 
long distance to San Francisco and 
having long confab wth Harry Revel, 
with whom she is staying. 

‘St. Martin’s Lane,” next for May- 
flower Films, to be directed by Tim 
Whelan. Scheduled for Jan. 14, it 
isn’t likely to start before Feb. 1. 

Roland Pertwee signed by Metro’s 
British Studios to write dialog for 
‘Finishing School,’ screen play by F. 
Tennyson Jesse and Laurence Kirk. 

Robt. Gore-Brown, scenarist, post- 
poning his Hollywood trip on ac- 
count of his work for Fox Films here 
and pending production of his play. 

Ruth Taub getting big sendoff to 
America after 12 months here as 
Sam Harris’ and Max Gordon’s rep- 
resentative. Goes to Hollywood via 
Miami. 

Vogue Film Productions’ musical 
epic ‘Kicking the Gong Around’ has 


color 


rights to 
stories on 

Go 
pre- 


1S 


exceeded the budgeted amount, 
which is understood to be around 
$250,000. 

Bebe Daniels and Ben _ Lyon 


throwing party to friends and press 
on their return from South African 
tour, prior to starting local vaude- 
ville dates, 

Fosters’ Agency will soon be in 
charge of all the vaudeville spots in 
Ireland. Now booking Dublin and 
Limerick, with the Palace, Cork, 
from Jan. 24. 

Charles Laughton insisted entire 
proceeds from premiere of ‘Vessel of 
Wrath,’ his first Mayflower produc- 
tion, at Regal, Feb. 17, be paid to 
Actors’ Orphanage. 


George Black awaiting the arrival 








John B. Hughes in three-minute spot | of Mark Ostrer from St. Moritz be- 
with KFRC’s Morning Merrymakers | fore deciding on the date of Leices- 
in ‘Women in the News.’ ter Square vaudeville opening. Early | 
Mme. Haruko Ichikawa, author of | April is the likely date. 
‘A Japanese Lady in Europe,’ told! Marie Tempest will appear unde: 
book reviewer Joseph Henry Jackson | the management of Alec L. Rea in a | 
that she was most impressed since|play by an American authoress, 
being in America by Charlie Mc- Rosemary Casey, and B. Iden Payne. 
Carthy. It is entitled ‘Mary Goes to See.’ 
Jim Summers, local radio engineer, Embassy Club going in for small- 
has installed on his auto a horn| ies for the next few months, as most 
which is the exact duplicate of the | of its members are sun bathing in 
one used on the Southern Pacific} the South of France. 3Zut returns 
streamline. It works on compressed | back to big acts later in the year 
air and can be heard 10 miles. Steve Geray threatening to sue 
Lloyd Yoder is in the dog house| the Shuberts for breach of contract 
with Carl Kroenke because he| Hungarian was to appear for them 
thought the NBC actor was trving to | on Broadway.in August, and so far 
crash the gates for the Jack Benny | has received several postponements. 
show last week. Kroenke took the Joyce Carey, authoress of ‘Sweet 
part of the Chinaman. Yoder had | Aloes,’ has written another play un- 


been told Benny would use a real 
Chinese for the part. 





der her pseudonym of Jay Mallory, 
in which Madge Titheradge and 


fou Mr. Pepys,’ from Barry K. 
Barnes, who quit for films. Lipscomb 
scored a hit in role when piece tried 
out at Golders Green ‘Ninety 
Closes end of January, being 
Harry Green in revivai 
Stranger,’ Feb. 3. 
Mendrick, stager of 
who took up the 
here at last minute, 
H. H. McCollum, will enact role for 
run of show. McCollum drawing 
pay as he has run of the play con- 
tract. 
Harry 
Trinde: 
tract with 
poration, 
Almost 
Tucker, 


as 


of ‘Welcome 
Bill 
Wagner 


role replacing 


Foster has fixed Tommy 
under long-term film con- 
Associated Pictures Cor- 
with first picture to be 
A Honeymoon. Charlie 
who has English comic un- 
der contract for the Larry Adler 
unit, has released him from fort- 
night’s out of town work to make 
the picture. 


a 


Palm Springs 


Beverly Roberts taking sun baths. 

Deanna Durbin here to perfect her 
horsemanship. 

Claudette Colbert Simone 
on’s favorite tennis opponent, 

Madge Bellamy taking lessons 
from tennis pro Frank Feltrop. 

Harry Grabiner, baseball mogul, 
doing his daily dozen on a bike. 

Marie Wilson back to film village 
after tennis-dance weekend here. 

Ruby Keeler parading the main 
drag in bright yellow slacks en- 
semble. 

Glenn Morris, new screen Tarzan, 
accompanied by Mrs. Morris, vaca- 
tioning here. 

Dolores Del Rio, Lili Damita and 
Edna Purviance terped to music of 
Wally Weatheriy’s orchestra at Bil- 


Sim- 


is 


ie 

The Charles Farrells hosted Mar- 
lene Dietrich, the Charles Boyers and 
Edmund Goulding at the Tennis 
Club. 

Irving Berlin, strolling through 
Desert Inn grounds in pensive mood. 
Admits he is here seeking inspira- 
tion for new tunes. 

There was plenty of gagging at the 
Colonial House when Harry Ritz and 
the frau, the Leo Morrisons, Virginia 
Fields, Vic Orsatti and Bernie Top- 
litsky made it a party. 

Laura LaPlante and husband, Irv- 
ing Asher, gathered the prize recipes 
of this resort’s eatei.es, planning a 
series of treats for fellow-Londoners 
upon their return to English soil. 

Florence Rice hosted her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Grantland Rice, at 
the Desert Inn, Florence and the 
mater going for bridge, while the 
pater brushed up on his golf with 
Frank Condon. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Lou Passerello getting along nice- 
ly following his operation. 

Angelo Di Palma rounding out his 
second year at the Nixon cafe. 

Sol Hankin in from Philadelphia, 
mixing business with pleasure. 

Engagement of Ferdinand Fillion 
to Helen Kremer just announced. 


Billy Connolly going into the 
booking business with Elinor Sav- 
age. 


Morty Henderson's ma sent him 
a filled scrapbook on his 35th birth- 
day. 

Mrs. Roy Rowe here from North 


Carolina, hospitalized for observa- 
tion, 
Mare Connelly’s new one slated 


for a mid-February showing at the 
Nixon. 

Ex-pro footballer 
has applied = for 
license. 


Spencer Clark off to rejoin Dick 


Harp Vaughn 
state booking 


Stabile’s crew, leaving his tonsils 
behind. 
Bill Lewis expected back at his 


Sun-Tele dramatic desk in a couple 
of days. 


Whitey Sharbos (he’s Etzi Covato’s 


‘Room | 


Nicholas Nayfack and wife in from 
Ne de 
May Robson 
holiday. 
Abe Gore recuperating from auto 
crash hurts. 
Pat Somerset 


home after eastern 


mend 


on after ap- 
pendectomy. 
Edgar Kennedy stag partied vis- 
iting golf pros. 
Bette Davis back on ‘Jezebel’ set 
after laryngitis. 
Eddie Cantor’ hospitalized by 


throat infection. 
Jimmy Kern, of Yacht Club Boys, 


in from London. 

Tom Fizdale here from N. Y. for 
business confabs. 

Gary Cooper oiling guns for Mon- 


tana hunting trip. 
Paul Price, Tom 

blurber, resigned. 
Oscar Hammerstein 

from desert sunning. 


Fitzdale’s he; 


d 
I] 


returned 


Al Hoffman, London’ tunesmith, 
ogling Hollywood field. 
George Roberts pulled out of 
Mitchell Gertz agency. 
Freeman Bernstein set for long 


rest on doctor’s orders. 

Jessica Dragonette luncheon-guest- 
ed by Assistance League. 

Joseph Calleia has gone for a San 
Fernando Valley rancho. 

Walter Pidgeon recuperating after 
long siege of pneumonia. 

Sam Marx, Goldwyn story ed., 
cationing in Mexico City. 

Regis Toomey and frau celebrated 
13th wedding anniversary; 

George Murphy and wife spent Ar- 
rowhead weekend on skis. 
Fred Stephani home 

weeks in Sun Valley show. 
Warren William overhauling yacht 
for cruise of Mexican waters. 
Elizabeth Patterson new owne! 
five-acre Redlands orange ranch, 
Anatole Litvak checks in at War- 
ners after scanning Broadway shows. 


Va- 


of 


Fred MacMurray building sound- 
proof shooting gallery in Brentwood 
abode. 

Arthur Gottleib, head of DuArt 
Film laboratory in N. Y., here for 
month. 

Director William Dieterle dis- 
charged from hospital after motor 
smashup. 


Eddie Moran, Roach scripter, col- 
lected black eye in effort to become 
tennis ace. 

Gloria Perc West- 


Jickson and 


more have set June 8 as date for 
altas jaunt. 

Universal elated over revivai of 
Darrieux’ ‘Club de Femmes’ at Es- 


quire here. 
Sophie Tucker 
by Southern 
Press Club. 
Virginia Bruce 


luncheon-guested 
California Woman's 


and Director J. 


Walter Ruben back from Virginia 
honeymoon. 
Sophie Tucker banqueted by 60 


pals, headed by Louis B. Mayer, 
50th birthday. 

Eugene Zukor back at studio after 
attending Paramount sale pow-wow 
in New Orleans. 

Dorothy Lamour back on Para- 
mount lot after visit to husband Her- 
bie Kay in Chicago. 

Ernest Pascal and Edwin Blum, 
20th-Fox scripters, off on six-weeks 
motor tour to N, Y. 

David O. Selznick won _ place 
among ‘America’s Young Men’ for 
third consecutive year. 

James A. Fitzpatrick, producer- 
commentator of Traveltalks, in for 
confabs with Metro execs. * 

Betty Philson, film moppet, planed 
to N. Y. to start rehearsals tor 
George Abbott’s new play. 

Sam Lyons, N. Y. agent, guesting 
with brother Arthur after first West- 
of-Chi jaunt he ever made. 

Donald Ogden Stewart, discharged 
from hospital, off for Connecticut 
farm for further recuperation. 

Glenda Farrell’s pleurisy forced 
Paramount to shoot around her on 
‘Stolen Heaven’ for four days. 
Julian Olenick and Sol Solinger 
departed Monter-Gray agency for 
desks with Lichtig & Englander, 

Danielle Darrieux, her husband, 
Henri Decoin, and Mr. and Mrs, 
Julien Duvivier motored to Frisco. 

Else Argall in town, talking studio 
offers, sans hubby, Jacques Deval, 
who stayed in N, Y. for his plays. 

Nelson Eddy set for three months 
of concerts following completion of 
Metro’s ‘Girl of the Golden West.’ 

Helmer Bergman, who spent two 
years in Moscow planning the Soviet 
Hollywood, back in town for a stay. 

Edward J. Ralph, Par production 


On 





department trouble shooter, upped as 
executive aide to producer Jeff Laz- 
arus 


Willie Wyler stating he just com- 
posed a harmonic symphony titled 
‘Lullaby for an Eskimo Baby with 
Insomnia.’ 

Italian Consul at L. A. decorated 
David O. Selznick, George Cukor 
land Clarence Brown with Order of 


ace trumpet player) are expecting 
ithe stork, | 

Ernie Mathias and the Mrs. Lois 
Still, around for a few days visit- 
inv the foiks. , 

Next major production at Car- 
inegie Tech drama school will be 
‘Royal Family.’ 

Mary Cheffey staying with her 
family while here this week in 
‘Room Service.’ 

Sid Dickler has quit editor of 
‘Pittsburgh Night Life, amusement 
heet giveaway. 

Harry Kalmines expect to spend 
their annual winter vacation on the 
Coast this year. 

Joy Lynne off for Youngstown to 
join Johnny Taylor's orchestra as 
featured vocalist. 

Joe Williams and Paul Mickelson 
in for Phi Epsilon Pi'’s testimonial 


dinner to Marshall Goldberg. 








Crown of Italy 


Louise Camodbell, Paramount 
player, and Horace MacMahon. free 
lance actor, planning spring mar- 
riage in Chicago. 

H. Lee Hugunin assigned as unit 


manager on Wa ners ‘White Banners’ 
and ‘The Singing Cop’; Carrol Sax on 
‘Howdy. Strar ger.’ 


Curt Riess, N. Y. corr,--for Paris- 
Soir, due in for a few days to dis- 
cuss a book he did. which the Hays 
office didn’t appreciate. 

Jim Geller’s 13-vear-old daughter 
got the call on $1,000 bank night 


(Continued on pave 62) 
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BRAHAM 
Harry A. Braham, 78, died at his 

home in Brooklyn Jan. 13. Until his 

retirement 12 years ago, he had been 


HARRY A. 


prominent as an orchestral con- 
ductor since the 80's, his last engage- 
meni being at the Majestic theatre. 
Brooklyn. from 1914-17, He had also 


conducted the orchestra at the 
Brooklyn Park theatre for many 
years. He was one of the first to 
conduct the Gilbert and Sullivan | 
operas in the country. He wrote 


the incidental music for ‘The Squaw 
Man’ and scored other productions 
for Charles Frohman and others. | 
He w perhaps best known to the | 
laity as husband of Lillian 
Russell. 

He is survived by his widow, 
Edna, four sons and a daughter. 


as 


the first 





EDWIN S. BETTLEHEIM 

Edwin S. Bettleheim, 75, died in the 
Medical Center, Jan. 15. He was 
the founder of the Dramatic News, 
which was taken over by Leander 
Richardson, but taken back by Bettle- 
heim when the paper failed, and con- 
ducted by him for several years 
virtually as the house organ of Klaw 
& Erlanger in opposition to the 
Shuberts’ N. Y. Review. When the 
firm split, the paper languished and 
finally passed out of existence. Since 
then he had been prominent in vari- 
ous theatrical ventures. 

His son, Spencer Bettleheim, re- 
cently committed suicide in the 
Lyceum theatre, N. Y., of which he 
was manager. A son and two daugh- 
ters survive. 





ARTHUR ALFRED HOLMAN 
Acthur Alfred Holman, 52, veteran 


OBITUARIES 





actor-producer, died at his Waban, 
Mass., home, of a heart attack, Jan. 
4 At the time of his death, he was 
the head of the theatre division of 
the Leland Powers School of the 
Theatre, Boston. 

Theatrical career covers 35 years 
in which he played more than 1,000 
roles in more than 900 plays in the 
legitimate theatre, In addition to 
taking part in Shubert, George M. 
Cohan, Sam H. Harris, Henry Miller, 
Edgar Selwyn, and Charles Frohman 
productions, he was also owner and 
operator of five theatres. 





FREDDIE BROWN 

Freddie Brown, 25, of the sepia 
comedy team, Shinebone and Fred- 
die, died at the Boston City Hos- 
pital, 18, from malaria fever. 
Actors’ Fund, New York and Thomas 
D. Senna of the American Federa- 
tion of Actors, Boston branch, came 
to the fore with money for burial. 
Brown was not a member of either 
organization. 

Survived by father, sisters and 
brothers in Chicago, and wife, Ber- 
nice, singer, and brother, Ernest 
Brown, of Cook & Brown, 


ar 
3 Or 





GOESTA EKMAN 
Goesta Ekman, 48, Swedish film 
star, who played with Greta Garbo 
before she launched her American 
career, died in Stockholm Jan. 12. 
He had refused several offers to go 
to Hollywood. 


He was a stage as well as film 
player and regarded as the fore- 
most Shakespearean actor in 


Sweden. He made his debut in 1908 
and has been active as manager and 
director ever since, 


HELEN STRICKLAND 

Helen Strickland, 75, for some 60 
years prominent on the legit stage, 
died in New York Jan. 11. 

She apparently had been in the 
Dest of health and was preparing to 
2» to New Haven with the com- 
pany presenting a tryout. She com- 
plained of not fecling well on Sun- 
Jay and was taken to Mt. Sinai hos- 
pital. where she died two days later 

She 
ness, also a legit actor. 


LOUIS M. BOAS 


died at his home in Lynbrook, L. IL, 
Jan, 15. 

In recent years he had done much 
scenario writing for motion pictures 
and still more recently radio con- 
tinuities for Ed Wynn and Al Jolson. 

His widow survives. 

More details in the legit section, 

HENRY C. SCHWEPPE 

Henry C. Schweppe, veteran 
mira theatre owner and operator, 
died at his home Elmira, Jan, 7, 
of a heart attack. 

He and his 
Frederick Schweppe, 
lonial theatre, Elmira 


Lh 


brother, the late 
built the Co- 
in 1911, and in 


1921 purchased the Capitol, operat- | 


ing it under the name of the Wal- 

ter Brown Davis Co. 
He is survived by 

son and a sister. 


his widow, a 


JOHN H. McFARLANE 

John H. McFarlane, 45, investi- 
gator and field man for the Chicago 
offices of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
died in Chicago on Jan. 10 of pneu- 
monia., 

Formerly a motion picture film 
salesman, McFarlane was associated 
in Chicago for nearly 14 years. 

Sister survives. Burial in 
cago, 


Chi- 


William Mccall, 67, for many 
years ir vaude as McCall Trio and 
later in pictures, died Jan. 10 in 


Hollywood. 

He started his career in concert 
halls with Junie McCree, later 
framing an act with wife, Katherine 


15 Years Passed Away 
With the Memory of Our Beloved 
Father 


DAVID POWELL 
GOODMAN 


Died Jan, 19, 1923 

4 loving one from us has gone, 
A yoice we loved is stilled;: 
4 place is vacant in our 


Which never will be filled. 


hearts 


We miss you dear daddy. 


JACK POWELL AND FAMILY 





Shoemer, and her sister. He has 
been on the Coast the past 30 years, 
working in films. 

His widow survives, 

GASTONA E. COPPOLA 

Gastano E. Coppola, 74, organizer 
of the Coppola Band in Rochester, 
died of a heart attack on Jan. 9. 

Born in Italy he came to Utica, 
N. Y., 38 years ago and organized 


3on, Anthony, and three daughters. 





CORNELIA P. LATHROP 
Cornelia Penfield Lathrop, writer 
and publicist, died Jan. 14 at parents’ 
home in Bridgeport. In addition to 
fiction and history, Mrs. Lathrop 
wrote a number of theatrical maga- 
zine articles. In 1920 she was p.a. 








was the wife of Robert Con- 


for the Theatre Guild, and also pro- 
moted Nazimova and Ruth Draper 
at the outset of their careers. 

MAX ASCHER 
Ascher, 74, instructor 





Max 


Boston City Hospital last week. 
Was a member of 
Choral Directors’ 
York, 
a son, survive him. 
RALPH FELDSER 
Ralph Feldser, 35, secretary 


National Musicians’ Union, 
killed at Springfield, N. J., Jan. 
|} in an automobile crash. 











| of this issue. 


WHITAKER RAY 





vues, died Dec. 15 of cirrhosis of the 


liver at his home, Lynbrook, L. I. | 


Details in legit section. 


Morris Burger, 80, died Jan. 17, at 
his home, in New York, after a long 
illness. He is survived by his widow, 











EI- | 


| film star, died Jan. 16 in Hollywood. 





lin N. Y., Jan, 7. 


bands there, in Albany, Bingham- 
ton and Elmira before going to 
Rochester. He leaves his widow, a 


in 
piano and choral work, died at the 


the German 
Society of New 
His widow, a daughter, and 


of 
the Pennsylvania Conference of the 
was 


te 


Story appears in the music section 


Sarah, one son, Samuel, who 


Bombay, and three daughters. 


Dr. L. A. Mullican, father of the 


| 


radio, 
Iowa, 


Lane sisters of screen and 
died at his home, Indianola, 


Mayer executive, died at his home in 


Fort Lee, N. J., Jan. 12 following a 
heart attack, 


Father, 77, of Phil Gersdorf, film 
publicist, died Jan. 15 in L. A. 


Mother, 63, of Alice Joyce. former 





MARRIAGES 


Patsy Beck to Lon Chaney, Jr.. 
in Colton, Calif., Oct. 1, announced 
last week. Bridegroom is film 
actor. 

Frances Bacon to Russell G. 
Trost in Hollywood, Jan. 9. Bride 
is daughter of Lloyd Bacon, War- | 
ner director; he is assistant caster 


at Warners’, 

Ethel Till to Frank Pettingell in 
London, Jan. 3. He is actor appear- | 
ing in London’s ‘A Lady's Gentle- | 
man,’ 

Marion Wappenstein to Oscar Kra- | 
mer in Lancaster, Pa., Jan. 1. Bride | 
non-pro; he is projection chief at the | 
Capitol, Lancaster. 


Deanne Lee to Jimmy 


Grey in 


Circuit; he is non-pro. 


Rosalie Krause to Walter Jacobs, | 


in New York, Jan, 7. 
production department 
groom non-pro. 


Bride 
of 


is in 


Gertrude Green to Matt Brooks. | 
Bride is film and | 


stage comedienne; he is RKO writer. 

Gertrude Wilkerson to Robert 
| Stahl in Liberty, Mo., Jan. 5. Bride 
is KCKN’s (Kansas City) ‘Sophisti- 
cated Lady’; he is staff musician with 
KFYO, Lubbock, Texas. 

Cordelia Lindall to Howard 
Becker in Seattle, Jan. 15. Bride 
resigned as secretary to John Ham- 
rick. 

Evelyn Scott to Neil Wallace in 
Arlington, Mass., Dec. 28. Bride is 
secretary to Del Castillo, WEEI- 
CBS, Boston, production manager; 
he is  announcer-newscaster on 
WEEI, 

Ada Sax to Stanley Lumer in 
N. Y., Jan. 15. Bride is secretary to 
Charles Green, Consolidated Radio 
Artists prez. 
Georgiana Feagans 
Frankovich Jan. 15 in Yuma. Groom 
is adopted son of Joe E. Brown, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Russell, daugh- 


ter, Jan. 11, in Los Angeles, Father 
is radio announcer there. 
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Pantages. 


| son, in Hollywood, Jan. 13. Father 
operates Hollywood Pantages the- 
atre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry 
daughter, in Los Angeles, 
Father is Metro publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Lane, son, 
Santa Monica, Jan. 
Metro publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Jones, son, in 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. Father is Metro 
vlayer; mother is Irene Hervey, also 
in pictures, 

Mr. and Mrs. John Alderman, son. 
in San Antonio, Tex., Dec. 31. Faihe: 
is announcer at KABC. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Ferro, daughter, 
in Philly, Jan. 16. Father is assist- 
ant to prez of Arcadia-International 
Restaurant, Philly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Pfaff 
Philly, Jan. 15. Father 
at WIP, Philly. 

Mr. 


Barbier. 
Jan. 12. 


in 
engineet 


son 


is 


Louis M. Boas, 56, died Jan. 17 in| Whitaker Ray, 55, formerly gen- and Mrs. Herbert E. Marks, 
Brookline, Mass. He had been con-| eral manager for Jed Harris, died | 5°. Jan. ‘14, in New York, their 
nected with the cheatre for more| Friday (14) in New York of a heart | second child. Father is an officer 
than 39 vears, aS manager and attack. of Edward B. Marks Music Corp. 
operator, and was formerly asso-| Story in iegit section of this issue Mr. and Mrs. George Menard 
ciated with the late Marcus Loew. - — daughter, Jan. 12, in Rockford, Ill. 

NELLIE PERRYER 


He managed the Loew Orpheum 
Columbia houses in Boston, 


audi three brothers. 
HAROLD R. ATTERIDGE 
Harold R,.; Atteridge, 51, who 


weote, mostly in.collaboration, some 
4) liscettos foc Shubert productions,] of many Winter Garden, N. Y., re- 


ana 





| Nellie Perryer of Perryer and Os- 
Survived. by widow, son, daughter | borne, for 25 years variety and ra- 
| died in London, Jan. 3, fol- 
disease 


i dio act, 


lowing months of incurable 


HAROLD ATTERIDGE 


Harold R. Atteridge, 51, librettist 


Father is chief announcer at WROK. 
Rockford. 
Mr. and 
daughter, 
Father 
WROK. 


Mrs. John C. McClov. 
Jan. 6, in Rockford, Hl 


is program. director 





|in Santa Monica, Calif. 
Metro script department. 


Mother in 





is | 
traveling foreign representative ell 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and is now in | 











to Mitchell | 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Huntsinger, | 
daughter, Jan. 3, in Des Moines. 
Father is chief engineer at KSO- | 
KRNT. 


in | 
14, Father is a) 
| 


vi 


Mr. and Mrs. Harold Johnston, son, | 


ee 











News From the Dailie 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pud- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten irom a daily paper. 


S 


VARIETY takes no credit for 








East 


Alec Templeton, blind p‘*7is. well 
known for his nitery work, to give 
a regular concert at Town Hall Jan. 





Jan. 10, following a heart attack. | 28. Will include some of his own 
ar compositions. 

John H. Mannix, 87, father of Ed-| petroit announces air-conditioned 

| ward J. Mannix, Metro-Goldwyn-| autos for new models. But not for 


this season. 
Some 3,000 domestics attended the 


|annual Butlers’ Ball at the Commo- 


dore last Wednesday. Showing their 
bosses how it should be done. 

Grover Whalen turns down an ap- 
plication for space for an anti-Nazi 
display at the N.Y. Fair. 

Bill at Albany would prevent rene- 
tition of Fair ad on 1939 plates. Re- 
duces size of numerals. 

Copying Sid Grauman, Evalyn 
Laye, Jack Buchanan and Adele 
Dixon recorded their footprints in 
the cement sidewalk in front of the 
Imperial theatre last week. 

Q.S.T.. radio magazine, banned by 
Boston police when an advertisement 
carries a profane attack on President 
t00sevelt. 

Bella Bellarina, Jewish actress, 
guest starred at the Hopkinson last 
Thursday night in a revival of ‘Out- 


| cast.’ 


Sonja Henie awarded Norwegian 
Cross of the Knighthood of the First 
Class-Order of St. Olaf for popular- 
izing Norwesian sports. Got it in 
Washington Friday. 

Mark Reed. who wrote ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter,’ on an auto trip 
to Mexico. Will be gone about six 


| weeks. 
Cleveland, Jan. 8. Bride, niece of the | 


| 


late Don Lee, is dancer on the Hirst | 


Figured it will cost $6,500 to move 
‘Between the Devil’ to Washington 
for that command performance. 


District atty. for the Bronx, N. Y.. 


| to crash down on bingo and similar 
WHN; | games whether operated by theatres 


or churches. 


Jitney Players launched their tour 
in Troy last Saturday. Doing a re- 
vival of ‘The Rivals.’ 

Violet Carlson in N. Y. supreme 
eourt to bust her marriage to Ed- 
mund C. De Courville, who repre- 
sented himself as a high pressure 
salesman, After an Armonk mar- 
riage he admitted he was drawing 
only $20 a week and could not pay 
the rent of an apartment. Fifi 
D’Orsay backed up Miss Carlson’s 
statements. Referee reserved de- 
cision, pending report to court. 


Bill Robinson voted a newspaper- 
offered medal for ‘distinguished ar- 
tistry.’ Billy Rose, Gene Buck, Leon 
Leonidoff, George M. Bundy, W. C. 
Handy, Oscar Doob, Paul Moss, 
Harry Kauffman the judges. It was 
the N, Y. Daily Mirror—Ted Friend 
siunt, 

Norris Houghton designing the 
sets for ‘How to Get Tough About 
It’ for Guthrie McClintic, 


Goeta Lundberg, Met chirper, to 
try her hand in a dramatic role at 
the Academy of Music, Brooklyn, 
next Monday. If she clicks, she will 
cross the river. 

Former Understudy Club replaced 
by Understudy Group, Inc. Com- 
posed of B’way understudies who 
want to do a play to get the lime- 


| light. 


Princeton turns a deaf ear to the 
request from a Hollywood studio for 
crickets capable of chirping in the 
key of C. Thinks it a publicity gag. 

Bandbox Players, under sponsor- 
|} ship of American Theatre Council. 
| readying ‘Two Keys to the Vestry’ 
| by William H. Kirkbride, To show 
| producers. 
| International Dance Congress to 
sponsor the Ronrico, dance creation 
by Ramon and Renita. More typical 
of the south than Big Apple. 

Al Shean guest of honor of the 
Drama Study Club last Friday. 

Eddie Sobol to London to 
| ‘Dodsworth’ for Lee Ephraim. 

Julia Chandler, press agent for 
| Empire State building, cracked the 
papers Jast week by climbing 
|} mooring mast atop the biggie. 

Miizi Mayfair says she’ll quit the 


stage 


stage when she geis married, Hitch | 
exoected in June. 
| Boris Shumiatsky, Soviet film 
chieftain, fired for putting sex ap- 
peal into ‘Treasure Island.” He made 
Jim Hawkins a girl with the intent 
f brightening up the picture 

Leo Chalzel, of ‘Hooray for What,’ 
has done a play, ‘Morning After 
Murder.’ 


‘The Women’ advertising seat sale 


to March 1. 

Andre’ Kostelanetz 
the most 
senger, Rang up 
1937, 

N. Y. World's 
concession, 
for 59 soft drink stands 
space Will dispense various 
bonated beverages. 


again 
trave'ed air 
136,200 miles 


title as 


in 
Fair 


closes first 


A'texander Kirkland spoke before 
Women's Onen Table of the Na- 
| tion il Arts Club before the perform- 


the 


ance of ‘Many Mansions’ Monday 


not merely the play. 


Annual ball 





the | 


wins 
pas- | 


Coca-Cola pays $182.434 | 
and exhibit | 
car- | 


Spoke of the theatre in general and 


of N. Y. Uniformed 


—_ we. 


Firemen’s Assn. brought out an at- 


tendance of 18,000 at the Garden 
last Saturday. 
Sandra Neil, former Chicago 


niiery dancer, committed suicide in 
New York last Saturday. Unable tg 
obtain employment here and her 
funds exhausted. 

Romance of Mitzi Mayfair and Al. 
bert Hoffman, beverage manuface 
turer, ended, due to unfavorable pub- 
licity. 

Alfred Pinto, chauffeur for wife of 
Prez. F. D., told local judge in Mary- 
land he would stand behind check 
offered by Mrs. Roosevelt’s brother 
in payment of $100 fine for speeding, 
Car hit 85-mile speed. 


Coast 


Dick Powell filed petition in 
L. A. Superior court as first step 
toward the adoption of Norman 
Barnes, three-year-old son of his 
wife, Joan Blondel!, by her former 


marriage to George Barnes, camera- 
man, who has given his approval. 

Janet Pasternack, film and 
canary, filed suit in Suverior 
against the Los Angeles Railway 
Co., demanding $25,000 for injuries 
allegedly sustained when her coupe, 
stalled in the rain, was struck by a 
trolley. 

Mexican marriages 
illegal in L. A. 
judge refused divorce plea of Mrs. 
Audrey Oliver Foster, Metro 
seenarist, on the ground that she was 
never wed to Earl Foster, with 
whom she went through Tia Juana 
ceremony 10 years ago. 

Charles G. Rosher, film camera- 
man, served one-day L. A. county 
jail sentence for contempt following 
a long legal fight against court’s 
order that he pay $150 monthly for 
support of minor daughter, Joan 
Marsh, screen player, despite the 
fact latter earns in excess of $10,000 
yearly. 


radio 
court 


were ruled 


when superior 


Marion Davies was named bene- 
ficiary of $10.000 estate of Clark 
Alvord, Nevada crossroads grocer 


and screen fan, under terms of will 
filed for probate in Las Vegas. Had 
never met actress but liked her pic- 
tures, 

Harold Raphael, opera singer, di- 
vorced in 1..A. 

Ann Dvorak and Leslie Fenton 
named defendants in $900 action in 
L.A. Municipal court by Attorney 
Guy Crump, who claims money due 
as fee for representing actress in 
her tiff with Warners. 

Pinky Tomlin, film  actor-song 
writer, announced he would marry 
Joanne Alcorn, onetime Miss Okla- 
homa, Feb. 15. 

Mrs. Edward Mannix, killed in a 
Palm Sorines auto crash, left an 
estate valued at $40000, according to 
inventory filed with will in L. A, 
Suverior court. 

Jackie Coogan was legally relieved 
of responsibility for navyment of any 
nart of award bv California State 
Todustrial Commission to Thayer 
Foster, entertainer, for injuries in 
auto crash while on Texas tour with 

onvan unit. 

Walt Disney won plagiarism action 


brought in UL. A. Superior court by 
John P. Wade, who charged the 
Mickey Mouse creator lifted gag 
from one of his yarns for use in 


‘Mickev's Polo Team.’ Disney showed 
proof idea was first filmed in 1921. 

Mrs. Charlotte Shelby, mother of 
Marv Miles Minter. won another 
round of her lone-drawn-out Ileal 
Hattle with her other dauchter. Mrs. 
Marvaret Fillmore, when a L. A. 
eonrt awarded her ownershin of a 
“97099 T.acuna Beach home to which 
S--, Fillmore hod claimed title. 

Richsord K. Inee. son of Thomas 
Thee, filed notice in Tos Anceles of 
intention tao wed Rarbaro Ann But- 
ler, formerly of Kansas City. 








. Hollywood 


(Continued from page 61) 
award, but had to pass it up on 
count of being a minor. 

Arthur M. Oberfelder, Denver im- 


Ac 


presario and theatre operator, 
paused here en route home from 
pleasure jaunt to Mexico City. 
Harlan Thompson, Frank Chap- 
man and Gladys Swarthout lunch- 


eon-hosted Count and Countess Cas- 


tlebareo, of Rome, at Paramount 
studio. 

Sam Kramer, Coast booking rep 
for the Tivoli circuit, Australia, is 
back after 10 weeks down unde! 


IK amer reports big demand there for 
American vaude acts 

Jack Cooper of Twent-Cent pub- 
licity. planing to Chi and back to 
set Sonja Henie tour started, after 
being drafted when he went down 
to airport to see her off. 


The Vass girls—Sally. Virginia, 
Louisa and Emilv—plus_ brother 
Frank. formerly with Ben Bernie, 
have been set for sereen debut via 


RKO’s ‘Radio City Revels.’ 
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UTDOOR MEN 
IN NEW ASSOC. 


St. Louis, Jan. 18. 

International Association of Show- 
men, composed principally of owners 
and execs. of carnys and other out- 
door traveling amusement organiza- 
tions, has been organized here and 
John Francis is the first president. 
Other officers chosen are Cc. Guy 
Dorson, first vice-president; J. W. 
Laughlin, second vice-president; 
Fred W. Beckmann, third vice-presi- 
dent: Sam Soloman, fourth vice- 
president; Dee Lang, treasurer; Ver- 
non F, Korhn, secretary, and Harold 
Barlow, financial secretary. With 
93 members enrolled it is planned 








to hold the membership roll to 150. | 


The organization has_ already | 
made arrangements for free hos- 
pitalization at the St. Louis City 


Hospital and is working on a group 
insurance plan for its members. St. 
Louis was selected as headquarters 
because of its central location and 
most carnys working in the coun- 
try pass through this burg during 
the working year. 


Circus Man Sian 





Henderson, N. C., Jan. 18. 
Steve Good, of Carson, Texas, 
owner of a small traveling circus, 
was killed and his wife injured here 
Jan. 16 by Clarence Fairbanks, 19- 
year-old driver of the van in which 


the show was transported from 
town to town giving shows in high 
school auditoriums and small vil- 
lages. 

Fight between Good and Fair- 
banks was result of Fairbanks’ 


objection to beating administered 
to a performing bird by Good. 
Owner died of a fractured skull and 
his wife is near death. She is be- 


lieved to have beea injured in an} 


attempt to halt the argument. 





Morrissey’s NW Expo 





Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Will Morrissey and William 
Friedlander trained to Portland, 
Ore., to look over the possibilities 
of launching Northwestern expo 
there, 

Pair figure on July date if plans 
jell. 


Betting in Ohio 


Columbus, O., Jan. 18. 

Legalized betting on horse races in 
Ohio is threatened by a _ proposed 
constitutional amendment which 
would prohibit gambling by the 
pari-mutuel certificate system of co- 
operative systems of wagering. 

Attorney General 
Duffy has approved the form of an 
initiative petition which would place 
the amendment before the states 
voters next November if 300,000 
signatures are secured. 

State racing commission took in 
$140,723 tax last year and spent $30,- 
443 for expenses. 


Monagahan to Trial 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 18. 
Trial of Frank Monagahan, Penn- 
Sylvanian outdoor showman, at 


Raleigh, on charges growing out of | 


the death of Harry H. Davis, of 
Lumberton and Winston-Salem, in 
an automobile accident has been set 
in Wake county superior court, 
Solicitor William Y. Bickett said. 
Solicitor said he probably would 
ask the jury for a second degree 
murder verdict against Monagahan. 


Nix Miller’s Plea 


Oklahoma City, Jan. 18. 
Zack Miller’s plea for a re- 


it 
) 
} 


Col. 


o} 
to reassemble his dismembered l{ 
ranch inland empire, has been de- 
nied in federal court here. 


Miller said that he probably would | 


Cerry the case 
Supreme court. 


to the United States 


GETS STATE TITLE 


Columbus, Jan. 18. 

Darke County Fair was awarded 
Myers Y. Cooper trophy for best all- 
around fair in 1937 by Ohio Fair 
Managers’ Convention here last 
week, 

Association re-elected I. L. 
derman, of Dayton, as president. 


Herbert S. | 


Hol- | 
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Plays Abroad 
LA REVUE DE LA JOIE 


(Continued from page 58) 











Bonnet picking pockets puts a finesse 
to scene which other parts lack. ‘ 

One of Mauricet’s best catchers is 
scene in which he is a king in days 
when royalty hid nothing to do but 
sleep. Patter, as usual in France, 
takes plentv of cracks at government 
and the locals like it. 

Miss Mesanti is the second an- 
nouncer who steps up into a part in 
a revue at this house. Although 
overacting, she catches well and has 
possibilities. New in this house and 
doing a chore little offered by a 
Frenchman is tap dancer Jimmy. His 
routine lacks snap and precision. 

Skit called ‘La Douceur du Foyer’ 
—Home, Sweet Home’—centers on 
a German home under Hitler regime. 
Jimmy is young French visitor to 
Bavaria in home of Mauricet, Frehel 
and Miss Mesanti. Satire is spicy 
and Mauricet’s German accent in 
™“rench helps. 

Delin appears near the end of sec- 
ond division in his interpretation of 
the Bolero, which gets over. 

Single appearances are made by 
lauricet and comedy dancer George 
Dorlis. both of whom are liked. 
Windup is short and puts a bangup 
finish on show. 





This Money Business 
London, Jan. 11. 


Cyril 





Campion, 
Company. 


acts by 
Daniel Mayer 


three 
presented by the 


Comedy in 


| roduced by Henry Kendall at the Ambassa- 
| dor, london, 
| Esmond ,..... reve’ s Henry Hewitt 
| ‘i! Serer rer rere Tires Diana Beaumont 
Judy Eamond....cccccccesd Antoinette Cellie 
Gerald Esmond.....cececeees Henry Kendall 
gt. Seer eee errr e re Hugh Metcalfe 
Port wine ......scceccccccces Rupert Siddons 
iMr. Lillywhite.....cccee +»--Philip Howard 
Mun from Bealby'8.....e0-.- Walker Tobias 
David Marlowe.....cese.. Ballard Berkeley 
S Aine WiIvere: is ici oa0keas fonie Edgar Bruce 
| PE ce ivénadb.0keeueeeeeeee Jean Ormonde 
| DAPAMNE 2... 5 ccccddvcccccceseced Jenny Laird 
| Philip Esmond ~«+.-Peter Murray Hill 
| Gwen Lacey ....ccccccscesess Veronica Rose 
Police Sermeatit..cecsccececse Edward Hodge 


Despite a friendly reception when 
the piece was brought to the West 
End from Kew, where it had a fort- 
night’s tryout, this comedy, hasn’t 
enough for success. Play needs speed- 
ing up, there are only two or three 
in the cast of sufficient weight and 
stage management seems amateurish, 
although this may be due to the 
paucity of the material. 

Impecunious family up against it 
for ready money go the whole way 
with a gamble on importation of 
pineapples, and meet with disaster. 
Generally speaking, they are such 
‘unusual’ folks you wonder how they 
manage to live at all. Father is a 
composer, one son an actor, another 
a painter and the daughter a man- 
nequin. What you mostly see them 
do is drink cocktails and utter ‘smart’ 
remarks. There are only one or two 
funny situations, Jolo. 





ANTOINETTE 


Budapest, Jan. 9. 





Musical comedy ly Max Bertuch, Peter 
Herz, Armand Szanto, Michael Szecsen and 
Imre Harmath, Musie by Karoly Komjati, 
At the Muvesz Szinhaz, Budapest. 
| Marie Antoinett@...cccceee e-.--Gitta Alpar 
} Loawis NN tse sceeeseeccce Tibor Meszoly 
| Princesse Lamballe..ccccccecs Terus Kovacs 
| PUMGtEe 6c s cede 00aeednesess see anc 
NivOl® scccccccevccees Cocsccsse Vie Oross 
i> eee ‘% cecqaccecelaan Latanar 
Henri de Clermont... ..ceeeee: Laszlo Szilassy 
Master of Ceremonies..eccecs Bela Mihalyffy 





Caleulating to repeat Gitta Alpar’s 
triumph in ‘Dubarry’ some years ago, 
the authors have concocted for her 
another excuse for gorgeous cos- 
tumes of the 18th century French 


Court and an occasion to display an 
amazing soprano voice. - Beyond this, 
there is nothing in the play, which is 





merely a frame to show off Miss 
Alpars singing and costumes. Al- 


though she is far from good-looking, 
her stage appearance is effective, her 
acting finished and singing far above 
musical comedy standards. 

Pity that the excellent cast that 
supports her isn’t given something 
more worthwhile. Poor Queen Marie 


; Double Relief 


Indianapolis, Jan. 18. 

A former circus fat man, tip- 
ping the scales at 350 pounds, 
sent local Center Township 
Trustees into a huddie when he 
asked for twice the usual ration 
doled out to those on relief on 
the grounds that his diet re- 
quired twice the food alloted to 
men of lesser bulk. 

After looking over the bud- 
get, Leo X. Smith, Trustee at- 
torney, put the okay on twice- 
normal food orders for the 
ponderous reliefer. 











Atlanta Sports Bowl 


Atlanta, Jan. 18. 

Crying need of this burg has been 
a sports arena and promoter L. C. 
Warren has come to rescue with his 
structure, seating 4.000, on Chester 
street. Place was dedicated Friday 
(14) when Ben Brown, classy local 
middle weight, tagged Joe Polo, of 
N. Y., after 80 seconds of milling in 
first round, for kayo. Crowd of 2,560 
paid $1,200 to see card. 

Jim Downing, formerly of Tampa, 
Fla., is Warren’s matchmaker and 
has lined up some good names for 
local bouts. lace, built in form of 
bow], will be used for wrestling 
matches and basket ball, too. It is 
heated and air-conditioned. 


Takes an Appeal 


Raleigh, N. C., Jan. 18. 
Frank C. Monaghan, carny man, 
languished in jail here over week- 
end as kinsmen sought to raise $2,000 
bail for his release pending an ap- 
peal from a five- to seven-year 
prison term. 


Showman was convicted of man- 
slaughter in highway-accident death 
of Harry H. Davis, prominent Lum- 
berton, N. C., tobacco warehouse- 
man. 


MINN. FAIR'S NET, $80,000 
St. Paul, Jan. 18. 

Minnesota's 1937 State Fair was in 
the black $80,000, slightly better than 
the annual average of the past 10 
years, according to Raymond A. Lee, 
secretary, in the report turned in 
last week. 

Lee stated that the plan to build 
a 4-H club building flopped because 
of inability to raise the entire 
amount of the sponsor's contribution, 
thus losing a $272,000 WPA award. 


One-Third of a Nation 


(Continued from page 58) 
ing, disease prevalence and physical 
danger, the play draws a picture that 
has become faded from so many eye- 
blinks for the past 40 years. 

For a stage exposition of such a 
theme, much more dramatic telling 
could have been devised. After a 
bright opening, the whole middle of 
the show sags like a hammock in a 
summer camp. Repetitions are 
squirmingly annoying. 

Play carries an explanation of how 


realty investments came into being 
and subsequent juggling in N. - 
dating back to Colonial times. While 


the explanation is obvious, it does, 
for the play’s sake, offer some humor, 
rest does not. 

Tracing slum conditions for the 
past 85 years brings on the dull 
stretch of repetition. At conclusion, 
the solution offered by the author is 
too Utopian for much consideration 
or consolation. 

Staging is very effective. Down- 
stage throughout is the stark interior 
of a tenement which changes little 
through the vears. This is used to 
mirror the effects of such living 
quarters on its inhabitants. Major 
portion of the action takes place 
upstage, out on an apron, under light- 





| Antoinette’s bad luck with her hus-| jing from the booth, and on a bare 
| band has been exploited to the dregs | ctave. 
|in books, picture and plays, but}; , — ; . 
se 4 “ee Se dy act | Acting. isn’t very helpful. Clar- 
| never with less wit and good taste | Ya a 
re a6 as aula ae }ence R. Chase, as the character who 
i! than in this story about her singing | - -ow)c : ; | 
; = get ie : prowls around through most of the 
chansons incog. in a Jow joint and | 
| : “pee seenes, asking why such things go 
falling in love anonymously with an } ; as 
c Phe es on, seems inclined to unnecessary 
officer. She gives him up with royal | 
P : . mugging and too much gesticulation 
resignation when she finds out that] Gir ante hit hat wineeieaniie 
he is the fiance of her favorite lady-| ~~", jaa Cote sects: 
| in-waiting ' nee | are Bernard Pate, as a landowner, 
-Waiting. : 
wn : — |}and Roy Le May as the child. Le 
There isn't a note of originality, of | \, " (ae 
; a ; | May, incidentally. uppears on radios 
true humor or sentiment throughout | ; . ; ; : 
: : - ; i‘Junior G-Men’ program. Kermit 
the evening, except the chorus of the : 
ichsedees .... | Augustine is pretty good as a boot- 
| marble statues in the Versailles gar- intents . 
} . 7 » - Jici ° 
| dens when they come to life, scandal- : ; re 
ized, at the queen fixing a date for a| Single setting by How: rd ray Wie 
nocturnal meeting with the lieu- bbe loads of comment; Moe Hac - 
Tk} : ar 1 Tor + ber an lL, 4+ . 
tenant The rest me rely fills in lighting effect tie in nicely with tne 
intervals between Miss Alpar’s big | rcauirements of such staging. Lem 
numbers. Maria Egry is pretty and Ward's directing was a difficult job 
charming. Kalman Latabar an able | fairly well executed 
| and amusing comedian in spite of his} Pit orchestra. buried t of sight. 
mannerisms. ‘Antoinette’ may serve] points up the action, nicely batoned 
| Miss Alpar as a vehicle abroad, al-| by Lee Wuaine: 
|} though neither the book nor the! Show has no chance for Broadway 
, score is good enough to stand on its baci mercial consideration and, of 
fown merits. course, nothing for film Bert. 








Sharpshooting Units 
Wichita, Kans., Jan. 12. 
Editor, VaRirtTy: 

At this theatre we run stage shows 
every week and have watched very 
closely and highly valued your re- 
views. Recently, I was so greatly 
misguided, as well as the Gus Sun 
Chicago office, on the report that 
you gave a unit (reviewed at Salt 
Lake City) that I believe in al! fair- 
ness to other exhibitors in this sec- 
tion and for the purpose of protect- 
ing your reputation, an explanation 
should be 


made through your 
columns regarding this show which 
is now seeking dates in this terri- 


tory. 
I booked the show because of your 


very fine write-up in the issue of 


Dec. 15. The Gus Sun office per- 
mitted one of their units to be set 
out, and agreed, because of your 


fine review, to pick that show up and 
set it in here. 

You can see from the review what 
acts were reported being on the bill. 
Three days before the arrival of the 
unit I called Colorado Springs and 
the business manager of said unit 
assured me that the unit was intact, 
and all the acts reviewed in 
Variety, Dec. 15, would 
me for my engagement Jan. 9-11 
When the show arrived here another 
master of ceremonies reported in the 
name of the original. They lied to 
me right up to curtain time, assur- 
ing me that another act and the m.c. 
were in the show. 

None of the acts reviewed in your 
publication were with the show, yet 
it came here under the name of the 
unit, with the same business man- 
agers in charge. I think it is fair to 
the exhibitors whom you serve to 
definitely expose these men through 
the columns of your paper, thereby 
being of service to exhibitors by the 
elimination of future’ disappoint- 
ments. After their experience here 
they, no doubt, will change the name 
of the show, but the same 


unscru- 
pulous business policies will con- 
tinue to dominate future dealings 


with exhibitors. 

I do not know if you will ve will- 
ing to take me as an authority for 
the publication of such a report, but 
I have been in the theatre business 
here in this town for 13 years oper- 
ating the West theatre, and the last 
two years also the Civic theatre. I 
will be very glad for you to investi- 
gate me and my standing by what- 
ever methods you care to choose. 

Submitting this report to you for 
whatever it may be worth, I remain, 

O. F. Sullivan, 

Manager, Civic and West Theatres. 


Needleworkers in Equity 


New York, Jan. 12. 
Editor, Variety: 
Read in Variety Jan. 12 that the 


side of the audience. 


something about this invasion of 
amateurs? 
True we were all amateurs once 


were best suited to, and trained and 


studied for years for this work. 
We're sticking to our field and it's 
all we know. We can't turn to 


needlework; they won't have us. But 
it seems we'll have anyone that has 
$50. 

An Equity Member. 


Rocking the ‘Cradle’ 
New York, Jan. 13. 
Editor, VARIETY 
That story which you published in 





the customers’ quarters duoing noth- 


ing, and getting $100 each per week 


doing it, while the actors putting the 


show over are living on Equity mini- 
mum rates, omething | ruld 
| ike Burgess Meredith and Equity to 
think over. 

This is not sound unionism but 
something unpleusantly Jike racke- 
teering at the expense of the thentre 

{in general, and actors in particular 
| Tt eems to me high time that the 
| latter did something to contro] the 
| senseless jacking up of overhead by 


{other unions (the 


report to | 


‘Pins’ cast is to join Equity. What 
in the world are we coming. to. 
These people have a_ business in| 
which they can work and _ actors | 
can’t, 

Equity’s supposed to be an or- 
ganization to protect actors, not a 
tax collector. Variety seems to be 
the only friend the actors have this 


Won't you Say | 


but we chose the type of work we | 


this week’s VARIETY concerning the 
10 paid but unused musicians in ‘The 
Cradle Will Rock’ must have - | 
tated many others beside myself 
who have been life-long supporte: 
of union organizations 

The spectacie of 10 men seuted in 


might be considered in this connec- 


tion), which leaves them perpetua!ly 
holding the bag. 

I am not unmindful of the plight 
of the unemployed musicians who 
are victims of the mechanical repro- 
duction devices. But they are not 
alone in their misery. Producers and 
; actors are also having their troubles 
because of these things, not to speak 
|of thousands of other Americans in 
|all walks of life suffering from the 
;}ec:nomic hazards of the 
age, 

1. is a question which can only be 
settled happily all around by an im- 
proved national economy _insisied 
upon, and guided by organized labor, 
It will never be solved by one un- 
ion planting its foot on the neck of 
another, 

Christine Challenger Reid. 





machine- 





Ticket Tax for Old Acters 
New York, Jan. 15. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

German theatres are now pro- 
viding old-« ge pensions for actors by 
| adding to ticket prices five pfennigs, 
or two cents. In appreciation of the 
pleasure we receive, why cannot we 
Americans be equally generous by, 
say, a five-cent addition to tickets, 
donated to the Actors’ Fund, 

Frohman’s benevolent fund 
and other recognized charities for 
those actors who have grown old, 
lost their public drawing power and 
are destitute? 

In spite of many good qualities, 
actors are notoriously improvident, 
and often during their day of pros- 
perity give generously to those in 
need, forgetful of their own future. 
The collection of these many small 
amounts on ticket sales would 
gregate a large sum and care 
many superannuated artists. 

This would be tax free and add to 
the good-will of the public towards 
the theatres collecting such funds, 
entailing scarcely any clerical ex- 
pense. It is doubted it would cause 
the annoyance to theatre managers 
and the patrons as has the large 
entrance tax of the Government. 

Henry Winslow Brooks, 
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52d St. — West of B’way 
New York, Jan. 8. 
Editor, Variety: 

Read in Variety that ‘Nitery Biz 
(was) Spotty’ in 1937. This story 
mentions 52d street but not our cor- 
ner of it (west of Broadway) which 
prompted my writing. 

It seems that you, like others, ig- 
nore a portion of the lane that is 
just as varied if not as well known. 
Besides two topnotch theatres, the 
block contains eight restaurants, 
some with entertainment of a sort. 


They are American, Spanish, Chi- 
nese, Italian, Hungarian, Belgian, 


German and mine, a French spot, 
where a couple of ex-vauders are em- 
ployed. Olive Palmer, who used to be 
Dayton and Palmer, has the coat- 
j;room, and Wania, who was. with 
|George Choos for years, is host. I 
have Kid Cole at the piano, and I 
still sing every night. 

While not cabarets, I think we oc- 
casionally rate mention since we are, 
to say the least, geographically part 
of the sector and do add something 
to the color. At any rate, here's a 
location for those who haven't suf- 
| ficient coin for niteries and who or- 
dinarily shy away from 52d street 
for that reason. 





Janet Martine. 
(Janet of France’) 


Kaye Vs. Kyser 
Editor, Varirty: 
Chicago, Jan. 17. 
Much comment on Variety's mis« 
| Statement in Tin Pan Alley anni- 
versary yarn stating that Sammy 
Kaye originated singing titles. Kay 
| Kyser originated singing the song 
| titles in San Francisco in 1934 and 
established the style in Chicago 
from the Blackhawk Cafe over 
WGN in 1934 and 1935. Several 
| bands have copied style since then. 
Arnold Hazleton. 





DRY LAND SWIMS 


Miami, Jan. 18 
Zibiemann, iegless s 
ming champ known in 
Zimmy, 


Charijes ime 
show biz as 
went into training Monday 
(17) for his projected Havana-to- 
Miami swim. Zim is doing his 
training in a glass tank on dry Jara, 
at least a mile away from the brimy 
deep—at so much per head fiom 
those who care to pay and hear 
recount his exploits in the wat 
including his 150-mile 
Albany to New York. 
Merman originally Ppldnned te 
swim from Key West to Havana, bit 
route, adding c 
nileage to his test. 
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